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How Jesus Taught  

 
 

 

Of all the forms used by Jesus in his teaching, by far the most familiar and striking is the parable.  The amount of 
parable material contained in our Gospels is quite impressive, for it is estimated that over a third of the teachings of Jesus 
found in the first three Gospels is found in parables.  In church school, children are taught that a parable is “an earthly story 
with a heavenly meaning.”  This is only partly true.  The dictionary defines parable as “a short allegorical story designed to 
convey some truth, some moral or spiritual principle.   

Parables are stories describing situations in everyday life which, as Jesus used them, convey a spiritual meaning. The 
function of Jesus’ parables – proclamation of the realm (kingdom/queendom) of God.  The special message of Jesus is 
summed up in Matthew 13.34:  “All this Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed he said nothing to them without a 
parable.”  Was Jesus being exclusionary when he answered the disciple who asked him why he taught in parables and he 
responded, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom?” (13.10-11)   There is common academic 
agreement that Jesus used parables, not to obscure truth, but to present it.  Jesus used parables to give vivid, 
understandable expression to his teaching.  Jesus used parable to allow the listener to interpret his words within the 
listener’s experience.  And Jesus probably used parable to  protect himself from the hostile powers in Jewish and Roman 
community. The historical Jesus used parable to both mystify and clarify his hearer’s understanding of the kingdom of God.  
Jesus used parable because as a Hebrew scholar, he was taught in parabole, the Greek translation of the Hebrew 
mashalim.  Mashalim was the predominant form of his Hebrew teaching and it included story, riddle, paradox, and proverb.  
And the central aspect of Jesus’ teaching concerned the proclamation of the realm of God. 

Jesus did this by employing parables categorized by New Testament scholar John Dominic Crosson as parables of 
advent, reversal and action.  In their totality, the parables challenged humanity’s concept of time as their future.  Humanity’s 
concept of owning time.  This view of owning time, time as man’s future, Jesus opposed in the name of time as God’s 
present—in advent, reversal and action.  Advent as a gift of God, reversal of the  

recipient’s world, and its empowering to life and action in the present time.  We shall experience examples of each from our 
text. 

In the parable of the mustard seed, an advent parable, the beginnings of  
God’s realm are small, coming from a plant that farmers considered noxious, but it is a beginning that will grow into 
something startling and different.  In this timeless story we can see our own beginningness in God’s time.   

Parables of reversal challenge our wisdom and our prudence.  The Samaritan, whose heritage made him an outcast, is 
glorified as good.  The vineyard laborers who worked least were paid most, the prodigal son honored, and the dutiful son 
ignored.  Jesus used reversal as the proclaimer of paradox.  He was introducing us to a “new scheme of things, in which 
ordinary values are reversed and reasonable judgments disqualified.”   

The parables of Jesus demand action.  If we listen we hear “repent,” “follow me,” “believe,” “take up the cross,” 
“confess,” “lose one’s life,” “take up his yoke.”  By far most of Jesus’ extant parables are those calling us to action.  They 
challenge one to life and action in response to the advent of God’s realm. In the parable of The Treasure the finder discards 
his entire past in order to secure the field and its hidden content.  Jesus teaches through the parables of action that we 
must be ready and willing to respond in life and action to the advent of God.  In this time, now, even though our wisdom and 
prudence tell us otherwise.     

We are too late for the gods, and too early for Being.  

Being’s poem, just begun, is man. 

  Martin Heidigger, Being and Time   
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Con’t from previous pg. 

 

 

At the beginning and the end of the parable discourse Jesus is concerned with being understood. The disciples 
heard and accepted Jesus’ message and by their faith had access to deeper understanding.  The parables do not 
obscure truth but present it. 

The issue of understanding, which began Matthew’s parable discourse (13.10-17), comes to the fore a second time in 
vs. 51.  “Have you understood all this?” Jesus asks.  Then, Matthew gives us Jesus’ saying about the scribe trained 
for the Kingdom.    

“Every scribe trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what 
is new and what is old.” The scribe, an expert in the Mosaic law, having become a disciple of Jesus, is able to 
preserve past insights and enlarge them.  Remarkably, the order of the householder bringing goods from his treasure 
reverses the normal manner of stating things:  not old and new, but new and old.  The fresh takes priority over the 
preserved.  This image is most fitting for those who hear Jesus’ call to discipleship.  Jesus taught, above all, that truly 
vital faith is current, forward-looking participation in the kingdom/queendom of God.  “Have you understood this?” 
Jesus asked the disciples.  Can you imagine the silence among them?  Wouldn’t you have died before you’d say “no” 
to the Great Teacher.  That you did not understand.  The disciples 

were intimidated into saying yes, because, just like us, each yearned to understand, yet understood them differently, 
and some, not at all.  

         Parables are tiny bits of coal squeezed into diamonds, condensed metaphors that catch a ray of something 
ultimate and glint it at our lives.  Parables demand interpretation, and multiple, diverse interpretation is their destiny.  
Parables cannot be exhausted; they are always more than we can tell.  Faithful interpretation of a parable will be 
plural, not singular.  The fact is that there is no one point of entry into these parables, and no single exit.  That is 
precisely why they are so timeless, so universally potent, so masterful—to all the people, lay and scholar, adult and 
child.  Parables are like the woman and the lost coin.  They seek us out and they find us where we are.  Even though 
the parable risks losing control over the hearer, the parable invites us to participate.  So that “our eyes would be 
blessed to see, and our ears to hear, blessed so that we would understand with our hearts”(13.15-16).  The parable 
invites us to participate with our own life, our own experience and our own intellect.  It invites us into our own 
experience of God’s realm, and to draw from that experience our own way of life.  It invites us to participate—just as 
Jesus invites us to participate—in the realm, the basilea of God.    

 

John Dominic Crosson, In Parables, The Challenge of the Historical Jesus, Sonoma, CA:  Polebridge, 1992. 

Robert H. Stein, An Introduction to the Parables of Jesus, Philadelphia:  Westminster, 1981. 

ibid, 76. 

Walter Wink, Transforming Bible Study, Nashville:  Abindgdon, 1989,  p. 159. 

 

greetings to you and blessings through Christ,  

Pastor Cindy Jean Saul 

 
——————————————————————————————— 

John Dominic Crosson, In Parables, The Challenge of the Historical Jesus, Sonoma, CA:  Polebridge, 1992. 
Robert H. Stein, An Introduction to the Parables of Jesus, Philadelphia:  Westminster, 1981. 
ibid, 76. 
Walter Wink, Transforming Bible Study, Nashville:  Abindgdon, 1989,  p. 159. 
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

 

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

          

 

 

             July Income - $2,988.00 
 

         July Expenses - $5,167.92 

 

 

THURSDAYS, FROM 11:00 A.M. TO NOON IN 

MEMORIAL HALL. MEN & WOMEN WELCOME. 
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WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 1st 

James 1:17-27 & Mark 7:1-8,14-15, 21-23 

COMMUNION 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 9th 

James 2:1-10(11-13), 14-17 & Mark 7:24-37 
 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 16th 

James 3:1-2 & Mark 8:27-38 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

CHURCH PICNIC - BROWNS BEACH 
 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 23rd 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a & Mark 9:30-37 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 30th 

James 5:13-20 & Mark 9:38-50 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 

5TH SUNDAY SING - METHODIST CHURCH - 6:00 P.M. 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

September  1 - Irene Bere & Dr. Simons                                              Ken Hobart 

September  9 - Linda Allensworth & Sandy Erickson 

September 16 - Irene Bere & Amy Johnson 

September 23 - Sandy Erickson & Ken Hobart 

September 30 - Faye Brackett & Sandy Erickson 

 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2018 

September  1 - Wynne Church, Wynee                                    Commissioned Ruling Elders 

September  9 - Faith, Pine Bluff  (dissolved)                                                                                             First, Bebee 

September 16 - Central, Pine Bluff                                                    Church Camp Ministries 

September 23 - First, Brinkley                                                                        First, Jonesboro 

September 30 - First, Gurdon                                    Churches in Presbyteries in Honduras 

 
 

 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   
 

September                                                                  October 
September  1 - Twyllah Schauer                                                   October 12 - Elaine Miller                    
September 12 - Gloria Wiles                                                          October 17 - Nancy Soares                                       
September 29 - Pamela Hobart 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  
 

 

 

 

September 1 - Dick & Jini Sass                                       October 7 - Karen & Jack Colander                                    

September 2 - Ken & Pam Hobart 
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  LIBRARY LINES - AUGUST 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

Four new fiction books have been donated to the library. 

PEACH COBBLER MURDER and CARROT CAKE MURDER by Jo Anne Fluke, PEACE 

LIKE A RIVER by Olivia Newport, and our featured book -- THE BROKEN ROAD by 

Richard Paul Evans. 

"Chicago celebrity, Charles James can’t shake the nightmare that wakes him each 

night. He sees himself walking down a long, broken highway the sides of which are lit 

in flames. Where is he going? Why is he walking? What is the wailing he hears 

around him? 

By day, he wonders why he’s so haunted and unhappy when he has all he ever wanted-

fame, fans and fortune and the lavish lifestyle it affords him. Coming from a 

childhood of poverty and pain, this is what he’s dreamed of. But now, at the pinnacle 

of his career, he’s started to wonder if he’s wanted the wrong things. His wealth has 

come legally, but questionably, from the power of his personality, seducing people 

out of their hard-earned money. When he learns that one of his customers has 

committed suicide because of financial ruin, Charles is shaken. The cracks in his 

facade start to break down spurring him to question everything: his choices, his 

relationships, his future and the type of man he's become. 

Then a twist of fate changes everything. Charles is granted something very 

remarkable: a second chance. The question is: What will he do with it?" 

 
                               Faye Brackett, Librarian  
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MISSION MINUTE      

SEPTEMBER - 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

  

It is simply inconceivable to the hardy band of Presbyterians who are the Presbyterian 
Mission in Camagüey that a denomination — whether it be the Presbyterian Reformed 
Church in Cuba (IPRC) or the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) — would close a church 
because it is too small. Though they are a small group of less than 25 in a large city — 
Camagüey is Cuba’s third largest city, with a population of some 300,000 — the 
members of the Presbyterian Mission here consider their ministry vital. 

The mission started in 1995 or 1996 — members aren’t entirely sure — and has 
persisted in a city that is dominated by many large Roman Catholic churches. “We are 
special because of the attention we pay to each other,” said Elier Perez, who joined the 
mission recently. “Most of the people live right here in the neighborhood, and so we are 
very connected to each other.” 

Though the mission has no pastor, it does not lack for leadership. Kenie Suarez, a 
professor of architecture at the local university, and Reinier Rodriguez, who works for 
Camagüey’s department of history, are a married couple who found the Camagüey 
Mission while they both worked at the university. 

 Rodriguez has been encouraged by the Rev. Edelberto Valdes, IPRC general 
secretary, to enroll in extension courses offered by the Evangelical Theological 
Seminary at Matanzas (the IPRC’s seminary) to prepare for pastoral ministry. 

“I am interested in becoming a pastor,” Rodriguez said. In the meantime, he and Suarez 
help provide leadership for the Camagüey Mission. Services are held in a small room 
on a narrow neighborhood street, where the congregation has to compete with loud 
buses, motorcycles, yelling, talking, laughter and the clip-clop of horses pulling carts. 

“[Worship] here is a special moment,” Valdes said, “but it is not separated from real life.” 

Services are held regularly on Sunday mornings, usually on Friday evenings, and 
“whenever we feel the need,” Suarez said. The service for a visiting delegation from the 
PC(USA) took place on a Tuesday at 4 p.m., with most of the mission’s members 
present. The service included the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

Worship and mission “on demand” seems to be a hallmark of the Presbyterian Mission 
in Camagüey. “We need to grow in faith and members,” says one member, echoing 
sentiments voiced by many PC(USA) Presbyterians. “We don’t want to be satisfied by 
what we have now.” 

- Jerry Van Marter, Office of the General Assembly Communications 
 
                                                                                Submitted by the Mission Committee 
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       Till We Speak Again 
 SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

My mind has been wandering around again; sometimes a good thing...sometimes not. This time it’s 
stuck on the loved ones that have passed. They are still my loved ones;  Mom, Dad, husbands 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins and good friends, both young and old. Each one has taught me 
something during my lifetime. My Dad taught me to fish when I was, but 3 years old. To this day, 

every time I go fishing, I have fond memories of him. 

God put each of these people in my life for a reason. I believe that reason was to learn life lessons 
from each and every one of them. My Grandmother taught me how to laugh at myself and not take 
myself so seriously. My Mom taught me to have love and compassion for others, family or not. One 
of my dear friends taught me to dream, and then how to go about making them a reality. My husband 

taught me I could do anything I put my mind to.  

I feel the best way to honor my loved ones is to live my life based on what I learned from each one of 

them. My family has longevity, so I’ll still me around for awhile.  

I talk about them with pride and admiration, and don’t hide those memories away. Yes, sometimes 

they are painful! After all, they are still watching over me from Heaven. 

 

 

Thought for the Day;  Memories are precious, but actions speak louder and are more 

rewarding. 

 

 
THANK YOU FOLKS! 

 

P.W. & M. would just like to say one great big “Thank you” for a wonderful Ice Cream Social which was held 

Saturday, August 4, 2018.  

Let’s not forget to say a special “Thank you” to Roger and Celia Millard for all they did to get this event up and 

going. Behind the scene, they made all the tickets, posters and decorations. Memorial Hall was just beautiful! 

We had many other donations like ice cream, cakes, toppings, juice, ice tea, coffee and least we forget the 

many hours that you all volunteered to help.  Great job, ‘everyone’! 

The bottom line to a wonderful day was, we cleared $400.00! This money will help with our many missions for 

2018.                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                    God Bless, Mary Kerr - Treasurer 
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SEPTEMBER PUZZLE 
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RECIPE FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

 

Old Fashioned Banana Pudding  

 

 

 
Ingredients: 
1 cup sugar 
1/2 cup all-purpose flour 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
2 cups milk (NOT skim) 
4 or 5 ripe bananas, sliced thin (cover with plastic wrap or sprinkle with lemon juice to keep them from turning brown) 
1 box vanilla wafers 
1 teaspoon Vanilla extract 
1 tablespoon Butter (not margarine) 
4 Egg yolks (Large eggs or better) 
 

 

Meringue: 
4 egg whites, room temperature 
5 tablespoons sugar 
1/4 teaspoon cream of tartar 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
 
 
 
Instructions: 
Preheat oven to 375°F. Line the bottom of a 9×9-inch pan with a layer of vanilla wafers. 
 
Combine sugar, flour and salt in a bowl, and mix well. Set aside. 
 
In a heavy saucepan, beat the egg yolks well. Over medium heat, add the flour mixture to the egg yolks, alternately 
with the milk and vanilla, stirring constantly. Bring to a gentle boil and, when the mixture begins to thicken, add the 
butter, continuing to stir. Keep boiling and stirring until mixture reaches a nice pudding consistency. Make sure you 
don’t scorch the pudding. Remove from heat. 
 
Place a layer of banana slices on top of the vanilla wafers. Pour half of the pudding over the banana layer. Put down 
another layer of vanilla wafers, another layer of banana slices, and cover with the remaining pudding. 
 
Beat the egg whites at high speed until they form soft peaks. Add the cream of tartar. At high speed, gradually add 
the sugar, a tablespoon at a time, and beat until stiff peaks form. Fold the vanilla into the meringue, and spread the 
meringue over the pudding, sealing it at the sides of the dish. 
 
Bake until meringue browns, 12 to 15 minutes.  
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR SEPTEMBER 
“WHATEVER YOU DO, WORK AT IT WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AS WORKING FOR THE LORD, NOT FOR MEN” 

“ Colossians 3:23“ 

 

 

 

“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev Cindy Saul, Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Ken Hobart,  

Asst. Treasurer: Meg Simons, Church Secretary & Financial Secretary: Christi Partee 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                            Class of 2018                 Class of 2019                   Class of 2020 

                                                 Pam Hobart                  Sandy Erickson                    

                                              Vacancy                       Pat Erlewine 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                           Class of 2018                 Class of 2019                    Class of 2020 

                                            Ken Hobart                    Vicky Bair                        Meg Simons 

                                          Steve Broskovak                  Vacancy                          Peni Lloyd 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


