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Why does our church bulletin look like it does? 

There have been several liturgical books used in American Presbyterian Churches. The main 

service book in current use is the Book of Common Worship (2018), published by the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) in cooperation with the Cumberland Presbyterian Church.  

These books are not commonly used in the pews, but are resources for pastors in the preparation 

for Sunday worship, as well as for devotional use by church members and seminarians. Portions of 

these books are frequently found in the church bulletins, which become the liturgical booklet in 

many Presbyterian Churches.  

Service books have been in use in the Reformed church since the mid-sixteenth century. 

 

BASIC MOVEMENT OF THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

With its focus upon scripture and sacrament, the main body of the service moves broadly from 

hearing to doing, from proclamation to thanksgiving, and from Word to table. 

GATHERING The people gather in response to God’s call, offering praise in words of scripture, 

prayer, and song. The people acknowledge their sinfulness and receive the declaration of God’s 

forgiveness. 

THE WORD Scriptures are read and their message is proclaimed. Psalms, hymns, spirituals, or 

anthems may be sung between the readings. Responses to the proclamation of God’s Word include 

expressions of faith and commitment, and the offering of prayers for worldwide and local needs. 

THE EUCHARIST As hearing becomes doing, the tithes and offerings of the people are 

gathered, and the table is set with bread and wine. The people are invited to the table of the 

Lord. Prayer is offered in which God is praised for creation and providence, Christ’s work of 

redemption is remembered with thanksgiving, and the Holy Spirit is invoked upon and in the 

church. The bread is broken, and the bread and wine are served to the people. 

SENDING The people are sent forth with God’s blessing to serve. 
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OUTLINE OF THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

GATHERING  

Call to Worship  

Prayer of the Day or Opening Prayer  

Hymn of Praise,  

Psalm, or Spiritual Confession and Pardon  

The Peace 

Psalm, Hymn, or Spiritual  
 

THE WORD 

 Prayer for Illumination  

First Reading  

Psalm  

Second Reading  

Anthem 

 Gospel Reading  

Sermon  

Invitation  

Hymn, Canticle, Psalm, or Spiritual  

Affirmation of Faith [Pastoral Rite of the Church]  

Prayers of the People  
 

THE EUCHARIST 

Offering  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table  

Great Thanksgiving  

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Breaking of the Bread Communion of the People 
 

SENDING  

Hymn, Spiritual, Canticle, or Psalm  

Charge and Blessing 

 
Pcusabookoforder2018 
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The Use of Psalms in Worship 
 

 

A Brief History 

The book of Psalms (or Psalter) has been called the hymnal (or prayer book) of ancient Israel. Composed and collected 

over a period of five hundred years (roughly 1000 to 500 BCE), the 150 biblical psalms are divided into five books, 

patterned after the five books of the Torah. Scholars categorize the psalms under a variety of literary types or genres, 

including hymns of praise, songs of thanksgiving, prayers of lament, wisdom psalms, and royal psalms; some of these 

genres are further subdivided into communal and individual types and categorized according to their use in temple worship 

or at annual festivals. This remarkable collection of poetry, prayer, and praise reflects a broad range of religious faith, 

liturgical life, and historical experience for the people of Israel. 

The psalms have had a significant place in Christian life and liturgy as well. Along with Isaiah, the book of Psalms is one of 

the most quoted books of Hebrew Scripture in the New Testament. Jesus makes reference to the psalms in a number of 

places—notably, in his cry from the cross (Matt. 27:46, Mark 15:34; cf. Ps. 22:1). Acts, the epistles, and Revelation are 

replete with allusions to the psalms. Early Christians understood the psalms as prophecy concerning Jesus (Luke 24:44); 

we also know that they sang psalms in their services of worship (Eph. 5:19, Col. 3:16). 

The psalms came to have an important role in monastic life as they were chanted in prayer throughout the day. Musical 

settings of certain verses from the psalms (in Latin) were also a significant part of the liturgy of the Roman Catholic Mass. 

In the sixteenth century, Protestant Reformers such as John Calvin insisted that biblical songs—primarily the psalms, but 

also certain canticles, such as the Song of Simeon (Luke 2:29–32)—were the only appropriate music for worship. From 

this legacy came a wealth of metrical paraphrases of the psalms in vernacular languages, including the Genevan Psalter 

(1562), the Bay Psalm Book (1640), the Scottish Psalter (1650), and the hymns of Isaac Watts (1707); a number of the 

texts and tunes from these collections have found their way into contemporary hymnals. 

Psalms in Sunday Worship 

The ecumenical Revised Common Lectionary (published in 1992) includes a selection from the psalms for each Sunday 

and festival of the Christian year. Occasionally, another biblical song or canticle replaces the psalm, as in the case of the 

Song of Mary (Luke 1:46–55) in Advent. The psalm is intended to be not a separate Scripture lesson but a response 

(ideally a musical response) to the First Reading, usually from the Old Testament (during the season of Easter the Old 

Testament reading is replaced by a reading from Acts). In this role, the psalm serves to reinforce the themes of the Old 

Testament reading, reframing them as prayerful response. 

Psalms show up in many other places in the service for the Lord’s Day. Because they express joyful praise and lend 

themselves so readily to responsive reading, they are frequently used as Calls to Worship or Opening Sentences (see 

Psalm 118:24 or 124:8). The penitential psalms (see Psalm 51) may be used or adapted for the Confession of Sin. 

Because the psalms represent the faithful and authentic prayers of the people of Israel through a wide array of joys and 

sorrows in personal and communal life, they provide evocative images and biblical inspiration for Thanksgiving and 

Intercession, or the Prayers of the People. 

Preaching from the psalms is an issue that deserves special attention. Some assert that it is inappropriate to preach on the 
lectionary psalms, as their poetic and musical structure does not translate well into homiletical reflection. Indeed, in the 
design of the Revised Common Lectionary, there are not four lessons but three lessons and a psalm, intended as a 
musical response. However, we have noted that early Christians interpreted the psalms as prophetic writings related to 
Jesus, and we know that early church leaders and Protestant Reformers alike preached from the book of Psalms. Perhaps 
the best counsel is this: if you choose to preach on psalms from time to time, let that not eclipse their liturgical use as 
musical prayer and praise. 
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Singing the Psalms 

The psalms are meant to be sung, and there are numerous ways of doing so. Some editions of the 

Psalter are designed for chanting: singing simple, repetitive melodies in a natural speaking rhythm. 

These editions have “pointed” texts (small dots under certain syllables in each line) indicating where 

the melody changes. This is an approach especially well suited for small worshiping groups in daily 

prayer, but with a little practice congregations can learn to chant the psalms as well. Often, a cantor 

will chant the verses of the psalm and the congregation will join in singing a refrain. Alternately, the 

congregation may be divided into two groups, taking turns singing the verses of the psalm back and 

forth (antiphonally) across a center aisle. 

Metrical settings of psalms (see “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need,” Isaac Watts’s setting of Psalm 

23) have a long and important history in Reformed worship. In recent years, however, this tradition 

has languished. The 1990 Presbyterian Hymnal has an excellent collection of metrical psalms 

(numbers 158–258 and a few others scattered throughout the hymnal) that are often overlooked—

either because we have simply gotten out of the habit of singing the psalms in Sunday worship or 

because we are unsure about how they might relate to other parts of worship. These hymnic psalm 

settings may be sung as musical responses to the Old Testament or Acts reading, using the 

appropriate lectionary psalm. Many of them will also work well in other places in the service: as 

hymns of praise, responses to the sermon, Communion hymns, or sending songs. 

A growing corpus of contemporary, Taizé, and global songs based on psalms has further enriched 

the palette and expanded the possibilities. We can now sing the psalms in ways that transcend 

generations, cross cultures, embrace ecumenical partners, and encircle the globe— joining a living 

tradition that reaches back through three thousand years of Jewish and Christian worship. 

About the Writer 

David Gambrell is associate for worship in the Office of Theology and Worship of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.). He is a graduate of Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary and a candidate for 

the PhD in liturgical studies at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. 

Copyright © 2012 www.ThePresbyterianLeader.com 
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

 

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship 

on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 

Memorial Hall! 

          

 

 

             August Income - $2,777.00 
 

         August Expenses - $5,494.43 

 

 

THURSDAYS, FROM 11:00 A.M. TO NOON IN 

MEMORIAL HALL. MEN & WOMEN WELCOME. 

   CHUCKLE FOR THE MONTH 

 

   A kindergarten teacher was walking around 

observing her classroom of children while they 

were drawing pictures. As she got to one girl 

who was working diligently, she asked what the 

drawing was. 

The girl replied, "I'm drawing God." 

The teacher paused and said, "But no one knows 

what God looks like." 

Without looking up from her drawing, the girl 

replied, "They will in a minute."  
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WORSHIP IN OCTOBER 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 7th 

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16 

COMMUNION 

 

 

 
OCTOBER 14th 

Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31 

POTLUCK 

 

 

 
OCTOBER 21st 

Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 28th 

Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

October  7 - Irene Bere & Dr. Simons                                        Irene Bere & Dr. Simons 

October 14 - Sandy Erickson 

October 21 - Sandy Erickson & Peni Lloyd 

October 28 - Faye Brackett & Sandy Erickson 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2018 
October  7 - Cane Hill Church, Cane Hill     Active & Retired Christian Educators & Youth Directors 

October 14 - First, Van Buren                                                   First, Batesville 

October 21 - First, Eureka Springs                                          Central, Russellville 

October 28 - First, Helena                                                         West End, Arkadelphia 

 
 

 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   
 

October                                                                       November 
October 12 - Elaine Miller                                                      November 11 - Sandy Erickson       
October 17 - Nancy Soares                                                   November 16 - Roger Millard 
                                                                                                 November 19 - Lori Sliker 
                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  

 

October 7 - Karen & Jack Colander                                         No November Anniversaries                      
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN & MEN 

 

 

 

PWM General Meeting, Tuesday, September 11, 2018, 9:30 AM 

 

Seven members of PWM and guest of Ada Jeffery, Diana, attended our first-of-fall meeting.  Moderator Peni Lloyd 
brought the meeting to order at 9:30 am and Pastor Cindy Saul opened with prayer.  Amy Johnson gave the devotion 
with a reading of song lyrics, Let Your Heart Be Broken.  A big thank you to Mary Kerr and Irene Bere for our coffee 
and goodies this morning. 

 

REPORTS:   

Secretary, Amy Johnson asked for any additions or corrections to the June minutes.  There were none so the minutes 
will be placed on file and posted on the PWM bulletin board.  She read three thank-you notes from ministries that have 
received our latest donations in June.  She asked for a volunteer for October's devotion and Peni volunteered. 

Treasurer, Mary Kerr presented her treasury reports for June and for July-August.  There were no corrections or 
questions.  Those will both be placed on file.  Mary suggested we proceed with our donations to several more of our 
planned support since our bank balance is healthy ($1453.24). She will send out checks of $150 to Our Kids of Marion 
Co., $200 to Flippin Schools, and $100 to Ministerial Alliance. 

Announcements:  Pastor Cindy reminded us of this Sunday's Church Picnic Pot Luck Without Ants and her seminar 
afterwards, “Why A New Hymnal”.  Also, bring your cards for Ken and Pam Hobart who will be attending their last pot 
luck with us as they're moving to AZ.  Irene reports that PWM Bible study resumes Thursdays, beginning Sept. 13 at 
11 AM.  Steve Broskovak will be leading the study. 

Publicity: No report 

Bar Codes:  No report. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

Ice Cream Social fundraiser raised $400 this year, reports Mary Kerr. 

Norma Taylor spoke about her journey crocheting hats and scarves for local children and adults.  She has had great 
help from Betty Aaron and Lori Sliker as well.  We displayed the boxes and bags-full of ready-to-deliver hats of all sizes 
to go to Flippin and Yellville school children and others who might need larger sizes.  PWM will offer these with our 
Christmas In A Backpack project and remainders will go to Yellville School's Christmas Shop, at Norma's request.  Her 
passion began when she donated many hats to Head Start in the past.  She has more “spare” yarn from Jewel Riley's 
leftover stash if anyone wants to join in the crocheting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Baked Potato Bash 2018 fundraiser:  Peni has graciously offered to chair this event again.  We 
discussed a date and settled on Saturday, October 27.  We also agreed to raise the price of a meal ticket to $7.  More 
discussion was made regarding the foods, sign-ups, ticket sales, flier update, etc.  First Sunday in October we will 
begin these processes of encouraging involvement through volunteers from our congregation.  Peni will ask Vicky 
about template for fliers.  Mary agreed to sell tickets.  Pastor Cindy will greet our guests.  Amy and Irene will pass out 
fliers.  Peni has items for decorations, etc.  Peni suggested we begin hands-on work on Thursday, washing and drying 
potatoes, then on Friday decorating and stuffing flatware sacks, oiling and wrapping potatoes and disbursing to 
volunteers for baking on Saturday. 

OTHER BUSINESS:  Next meeting, October 9 at 9:30 am with devotion by Peni Lloyd. 

Meeting was closed at 10:40 am with a prayer by Moderator, Peni Lloyd. 

 

                                                                                                            Respectfully submitted by secretary, Amy Johnson 
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  LIBRARY LINES - SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

Two fiction books have been donated to the library: A SEASON OF SECRETS by Elizabeth 
Adams and MAIDEN OF THE MIST by Nancy Mehl.  A synopsis of MAIDEN OF THE MIST 
follows: 

"As autumn leaves and cooler temperatures fall on Martha's Vineyard, Pricilla finally seems to be 
finding her sea legs and feeling at home on the island.  However, a ghostly visitor, known as the 
"Weeping Woman," begins to show up nightly on the cliff outside of her home.  Why is she 
there?  Is someone trying to scare Priscilla away from her beloved cottage and lighthouse?  If so, 
could a local art dealer be involved?  Does an eccentric woman with a crush on Gerald imagine 
Priscilla to be such a threat to her unrequited romance that she wants her gone?  Or are the eerie 
apparitions part of a cruel Halloween prank played by a gang of troubled teens?  A chain of 
mysterious events pushes Priscilla to find an answer to unearthly visitation before someone takes 
things to a dangerous level!" 

We have book 5 of the Father Tim Series:  TO BE WHERE YOU ARE by Jan Karon.  The 
following is a synopsis: 

"After twelve years of wrestling with the conflicts of retirement, Father Tim Kavanagh realizes he 
doesn't need a steady job to prove himself. Then he's given one. As for what it proves, heaven 
only knows. 

Twenty minutes from Mitford at Meadowgate Farm, newlyweds Dooley and Lace Kavanagh face 
a crisis that devastates their bank account and impacts their family vet practice.  But there is still a 
lot to celebrate, as their adopted son, Jack, looks forward to the most important day of his life—
with great cooking, country music, and lots of people who love him. Happily, it will also be a day 
when the terrible wound in Dooley’s biological family begins to heal because of a game—let’s just 
call it a miracle—that breaks all the rules. 

In To Be Where You Are, Jan Karon weaves together the richly comic and compelling lives of two 
Kavanagh families, and a cast of characters that readers around the world now love like kin." 

We will be accepting magazines to share.  Look for them on the book rack in the Children's 
Library. 

                                                  Faye Brackett, Librarian  

  I want to thank the PWM and the church for all the cards that have been sent to me.   

I really appreciate the cards, the prayers, And the support.   

                                                                                                                                - Boyd Brackett 
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MISSION MINUTE      

OCTOBER - 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

 Strong hurricanes, record flooding and massive wildfires have taken their toll on volunteer 
groups aiding in cleanup and recovery in recent years. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance says 
groups have been working hard to help communities rebuild, but the number of powerful 
hurricanes and other natural disasters is making it harder to find enough people to meet the 
need. 

“Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma in 2005 really touched people’s hearts, and groups and 
individuals showed up in masses to help. That was 13 years ago,” said Jim Kirk, PDA’s 
associate for national disaster response. “Over the years, volunteers went back 10 to 15 times 
to assist with cleanup and rebuild, and now they’re aging out. Back then, they were in their 60s 
and had a lot of time and energy, and now they’re in their 70s or 80s.” 

Kirk said that between 2013 and 2015, the number of volunteers dropped. But in the last two 
years, there’s been uptick again. Even with the upswing, though, he said there is still a great 
need. 

Just in response to the hurricane season of 2017, PDA opened 10 new volunteer host sites — 
four in Texas, four in Puerto Rico and two in Florida. “We haven’t seen that many open in a 
short time since Superstorm Sandy. That’s significant. We are in conversation now to open up 
an additional half a dozen,” he said. 

Keeping the centers full is challenging. In Florida, fewer centers were opened last year because 
many were still in operation from Hurricane Matthew in 2016. 

“We are still responding to disasters that occurred in the last two or three years. People are still 
going to North and South Carolina for Hurricane Matthew/flood recover, Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
following the wildfires two years ago, Florida with Hurricanes Hermine and Matthew damage, 
and Louisiana with horrific flooding in 2016,” said Kirk. “When something new is on the radar, 
people want to go, and it draws volunteers away from established sites.” 

Long-term recovery organizations like PDA work with volunteers at every skill level. 

“The more skilled the volunteer, the better. In the early stages of disasters, we just need warm 
bodies with strong backs because there’s a lot of muck and gut which can be done with little 
supervision,” said Kirk. “But as recovery moves on, the level of skill required increases. We 
have space for everybody right now.” 

PDA is always looking for people with building and construction experience. “Even if only one 
person in the group has construction experience, it will work. A lot of things can be done with 
some hands-on, on-site supervision,” said Kirk. 

In addition to supporting volunteer host sites, PDA also provides grants to churches wishing to 
host volunteers in the long term. PDA’s National Response Team also specializes in helping 
establish safe, secure and sustainable host sites. 

- Rick Jones, Mission Communications Strategist, Presbyterian Mission Agency 

 
                                                                                Submitted by the Mission Committee 
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       Till We Speak Again 
 OCTOBER 2018 

 

 

 

I have been teaching myself a new hobby/craft, ‘needlepoint’. I have done ‘counted cross 

stitch’ before, but this is a whole different animal. It is really busting my chops! It’s always 

good to learn something new, but most of the time it’s also very helpful to have someone 

there to teach and guide you. 

I instead had a friend that said “Here, try this, it’s really easy”, then left me to my own 

devices. I sure have gotten a lot of mileage out of that thread, put it in, take it out, then 

repeat!! 

Religion can be studied on your own, but to fully understand the meaning of what you are 

trying to learn, a teacher or minister comes in very handy. They can explain and make clear 

things you may have missed or completely misunderstood studying on your own.  

Sunday school classes, church services, and Bible Study groups are great places for study 

and learning, not to mention fellowship with fellow Christians and also wanting to learn 

more about God’s Word. 

What’s really important is God’s Word!! Is all the other pomp and circumstance really more 

important than that? 

                                                                                                                           Love, Millie 

 

Thought for the Day:  Sometimes there are just too many hobbies. Keep the ones that are 

fun and you really enjoy. Learn to say “No” you don’t want to learn to do more… 
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OCTOBER PUZZLE 
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR OCTOBER 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” 

“Philippians 4:6” 

 

 

“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev Cindy Saul, Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Ken Hobart,  

Asst. Treasurer: Meg Simons, Church Secretary & Financial Secretary: Christi Partee 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                            Class of 2018                 Class of 2019                   Class of 2020 

                                                 Pam Hobart                  Sandy Erickson                    

                                              Vacancy                       Pat Erlewine 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                           Class of 2018                 Class of 2019                    Class of 2020 

                                            Ken Hobart                    Vicky Bair                        Meg Simons 

                                          Steve Broskovak                  Vacancy                          Peni Lloyd 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


