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One of the most famous Aesop's tales of gratitude is the Lion and Androcles. Androcles, a slave who 
was wandering in a forest, chanced upon an injured lion, which had a huge thorn stuck inside its paw. 
Androcles helped the lion by removing the thorn and gave the lion a new lease of life. Later, Androcles 
was captured, and thrown in a dungeon with a hungry lion. The lion rushed towards its victim, but it 
soon realized that Androcles was the same man who saved its life in the forest. The lion did not attack 
the slave. Instead, it licked his face like a pet dog and showered the slave with love. That's a simple 
story of gratitude that we tell our kids to remind them about the importance of gratitude. 
In ordinary life we hardly realize that we receive a great deal more than we give, and that it is only with 
gratitude that life becomes rich. 
 
If you want to turn your life around, try thankfulness. It will change your life mightily. 
But how many of us truly remember to express gratitude? In the daily humdrum of life, you forget to 
thank the neighbor who keeps a watch on your kids when you need to be away at work. You forget to 
thank the teacher, who stays back after school to help you with your school projects. You fail to express 
gratitude to your parents, who have immensely contributed all through your life. And who remembers 
to thank the librarian, the banker, the plumber, or the garbage pickup truck driver? 
 
Gratitude should not be merely customary politeness. It should reflect a deep humility and love that we 
feel towards one another. Saying, 'thank you' is just the beginning of expressing gratitude. To make 
gratitude go a long way, you should give back in any way possible. Just like the lion in the story. 
When our perils are past, shall our gratitude sleep? 
 
This is the finest measure of thanksgiving: a thankfulness that springs from love. 
Not what we say about our blessings, but how we use them, is the true measure of our thanksgiving. 
Being thankful has many benefits. A thankful heart has no place for arrogance, resentment, jealousy, or 
anger. You will often find that people who express genuine gratitude have a pleasant and amiable 
personality. When you express gratitude, you make friends. When gratitude is accompanied by a 
generous word of praise or two, relationships thrive. Also, a grateful person can hope to gain more 
favors in the future from his generous friends. 
 
Thank God every day when you get up that you have something to do that day which must be done 
whether you like it or not. Being forced to work and forced to do your best will breed in you temperance 
and self-control, diligence and strength of will, cheerfulness and content, and a hundred virtues which 
the idle will never know. 
 
Gratitude is not a spiritual or moral dessert which we may take or push away according to the whims of 
the moment, and in either case without material consequences. Gratitude is the very bread and meat of 
spiritual and moral health, individually and collectively. What was the seed of disintegration that 
corrupted the heart of the ancient world beyond the point of divine remedy...? What was it but 
ingratitude? 
The story of gratitude in Aesop's fable about the lion and the slave is a moral lesson where kindness and 
generosity triumphs. Even today, when the world is plagued by natural calamities people rise above 
these challenges with kindness. Teach your kids the importance of gratitude with these Thanksgiving 
thoughts. Sow the seed of gratitude in their heart early in life, so that they can grow up to be humble 
and appreciative human beings. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/appreciation-quotes-help-forge-friendship-2830115
https://www.thoughtco.com/thank-you-card-quotes-2833560
https://www.thoughtco.com/quotes-about-friendship-and-love-2832316
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship 

on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 

Memorial Hall! 

 

 

September Income - $2,108.00 

September Expenses - $5,935.04 

 

Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. is Adult Bible School, 

following Worship. Lead by Dr. Roger Simons. 

    CHURCH CHUCKLES 

 
The minister was making one of his favorite visits – to a large 
cheery family always bustling with the youngsters comings 
and goings. 
The youngest had just started Sunday School so the minister 
asked him if he knew where God lives. 
"Oh, yes", the boy replied. "He lives in our bathroom, 
because my dad’s always calling through the door – ‘Lord, 
are you still in there?’ " 
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WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER 
 
 

 

NOVEMBER 3rd 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 

Hab. 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Psalm 119: 137-144 

2 Thess. 1:1-4, 11-12 & Luke 19:1-10 

COMMUNION 

 

 
NOVEMBER 10th 

Hag. 1:15-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 

2 Thess. 2:1-5, 13-17 & Luke 20:27-38 

BRUNCH POTLUCK 

 

 
NOVEMBER 17th 

Isa. 65:17-25; Isa. 12 

2 Thess. 3:6-13 & Luke 21:5-19 
BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

  
NOVEMBER 24th 

Jer. 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79 

Col. 1:11-20 & Luke 23:33-43 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE  

HOST CHURCH - 1st Baptist Church - 6:00 P.M. 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

November   3 - Irene Bere                                                                         Irene Bere 

November 10 - Sandy Erickson 

November 17 - Irene Bere 

November 24 - Faye Brackett 

 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2019 

November   3 - Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                   First Arkadelphia 

November 10 - First, Springdale                                        Hospital Chaplains & Counselors 

November 17 - Church Nursery Workers                                                            First, Rogers 

November 24 - First, Marianna                                                       Westminster, Hot Springs 

 

 

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

 
November 11 -  Sandy Erickson                                          December 8 - Linda Allensworth                                                              

November 19 - Lori Sliker  
               

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
No November Birthdays                                                    December 30 - Bob & Gloria Wiles 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN & MEN 
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  LIBRARY LINES - NOVEMBER 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

We have a new book entitled THE GIFT FOR ALL PEOPLE by Max Lucado.  I read this book 

and it is well worth reading.  It is very uplifting.  A synopsis follows: 

"Are peace, joy and significance on your wish list?  How about redemption, forgiveness, 
the salvation of your soul?  Each of these descriptors bring us to the main 
event:  grace.  Saving grace, God’s immeasurable gift intended for all.  Regardless of 
accomplishments or station in life, despite sins of the past, anyone can receive the free gift 

of grace. 

Yet too often we take God’s incomparable gift for granted—despite the fact that God’s very 
Son paid for it with his body, breath, and blood. Understandably, we often find ourselves 
caught up in the daily routine of life, not taking time to reflect on the enormity of God’s 

mercy. 

So here’s a suggestion:  give yourself the gift of a few moments spent in the world of 
God’s grace.  Read pastor Max Lucado’s unique, stirring insights into God’s role as grace-
giver. Spend some time reflecting on the gift of grace, in all its magnificent meaning.  Let 

grace, the gift for all people, speak to you personally through these pages." 

Our Friend of the Library “Betty Aaron” has donated more fiction books put out by Guide 

Post. They will be located on the New Book shelves in the Library.  

The Christmas books will soon be out so look for them.  We have some really good 

ones.  They will be located on the Library cart in the Children's Library. 

                   
                  Faye Brackett, Librarian 

  

FROM THE DESK OF THE CHURCH TREASURER 

 

As of 10-13-19, ya’ll have given to our building repair fund a total of $1,175.00. We spent $706.69 getting 

our facility up to current fire safety codes. That left us with $468.31 to fix the spot lighting in the 

sanctuary, but that had to be placed on hold. We noticed a mold problem on the wooden pieces on the 

dies in the sanctuary, pulpit, lectern, alter table, hymn books, etc. We called Central Heating & Air. The 

vent by the unit had to be repaired and the blower motor replaced. This should help with the humidity 

and lower our electric bill. This repair cost us $621.29. That ate up all the repair money we were going 

to use for our other projects. We are trying not to dip into our general funds or investments but to use 

gifts for these expenditures in order to stay afloat longer.  We thank you for your support & patience as 

things do break & wear out. We hope to eventually get to all items on our list. If you are able to 

contribute further, Thank you! If not, we understand. You are all loved! 

                                                                                                                                      Meg Simons - Treasurer 
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MISSION MINUTE      

NOVEMBER - 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

My grandmother was a farm wife during the Dust Bowl of the Great Depression. For the rest of her life, 
she was meticulous about not wasting food. She wouldn’t use a vegetable peeler on potatoes or carrots 
because she could remove less peel using a knife. 

One of the first kitchen tools my mother taught me to use was a rubber scraper — a spatula with a long 
handle and a rubber scraping end. She learned from her mother how to get every morsel of food out of a 
bowl, pan or jar. I have seven rubber scrapers in a large jar beside my stove, so I can use the right one 
for each food container. I save and reuse even small amounts of leftovers, and I study the fridge 
frequently to make sure we’re eating everything before it goes bad. I am so grateful that in Seattle, where 
I live, there’s citywide composting. The food I do need to throw away is transformed into rich compost 
with little effort on my part. 

My meticulousness about food waste, inherited from my mother and grandmother, is quite trendy these 
days. Christians can see the challenge of food waste in the bigger picture of food as a gift from God and 
mealtimes as a way for people to gather. 

A 2018 USDA study showed that each American wastes an average of a pound of food a day. Dana 
Gunders, a food waste expert for the Natural Resources Defense Council, recently authored the report 
“Wasted: How America Is Losing Up to 40 Percent of Its Food from Farm to Fork to Landfill.” The 
statistics are painful to read: “Getting food from the farm to our fork eats up 10 percent of the total U.S. 
energy budget, uses 50 percent of U.S. land, and swallows 80 percent of all fresh-water consumed in the 
United States.” In the process, a residue of pesticides and other chemicals is left in the soil. And then we 
waste so much of the food produced. In effect, we are choosing to load 40 percent of it on a truck and 
use fossil fuel to drive it to a landfill, where the decomposing food creates methane and further pollutes 
our precious earth. 

Food is a significant theme in the Bible from beginning to end. Adam and Eve are invited to eat the fruit of 
all the trees in the garden except one, and heaven is portrayed as a banquet. Jesus ate with the outcasts 
of his society, and after the resurrection, he fixed fish for his disciples on a beach. 

Psalm 104 presents a vivid picture of God’s presence in the food chain. God is active in every aspect of 
the food we eat: soil, seeds, sun, rain, the growth of fruit trees and other plants, and the birth and life of 
animals. God cares about the plants and the animals, as well as the people who plant, grow, harvest, 
ship and sell our food. Understanding God’s care for our food production process can motivate us to 
tread lightly as we consume food — conserving, composting and sharing generously. 

One of the huge tragedies of food waste is that the earth produces enough food for everyone, yet some 
are hungry. Some of us, of course, are the opposite of hungry, and the waste that takes place often goes 
unnoticed. For example, I was raised to clean up my plate, and I can’t seem to stop doing that. Yet I 
struggle to maintain a healthy weight. Am I sometimes wasting food by having put too much on my plate 
and eating it even when I am not hungry? And do we sometimes waste food by eating on the run? Many 
of us eat too quickly to savor each bite, to enjoy the complexity of flavor designed by our Creator and 
nurtured by farm workers. We eat alone, when Jesus enjoyed table fellowship. 

For Christians, all the talk about food waste is really a call to slow down and consider how to treat food as 
a precious gift from God — to be stewarded wisely, received gratefully, enjoyed in the company of others 
and shared with the hungry. 

—Rev. Dr. Lynne M. Baab, author of numerous books, including “Sabbath Keeping” and “Nurturing Hope: 
Christian Pastoral Care in the Twenty-First Century” 
 

 

Submitted by the Mission Committee 
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Till We Speak Again 
 NOVEMBER 2019 

 

THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

 

 

Gracious Father in Heaven, be with those in need during this time of 
celebrating during a time of plenty. May they know that you are with 
them, through the people, working behind the scenes of the various 
organizations to meet their basic needs. Those needs include; food, 

shelter, clothing, transportation and spreading your love and joy. 

These various volunteers are often overlooked as we continue to pray 
for those who they tirelessly continue to help. They are indeed your 
representatives on earth. We pray that the people they help, realize all 
their blessings come from you and that you are the one who deserves 

the praise and thanks. 

We also want to take a minute to give you our thanks for the many 
blessings which we have received this past year and for those which 
we will continue to receive in the future. All that we are and all that we 
have, are gifts from you. We are human and that is so hard for us to 

remember. 

Our gracious Father we pray these things in your son Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

                                                                                                                                    Millie 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought for the day: When in doubt, Pray. 
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NOVEMBER PUZZLE 
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RECIPE FOR NOVEMBER 

Skillet Blackberry Cobbler 

 

Don’t make this in anything but a big black skillet 

or it won’t turn out the same! 

 

Ingredients 
1 box of 2 refrigerated pie crusts (I prefer Pillsbury) 
2 (14-16 oz) bags frozen blackberries 
1 stick butter, melted 
1⅓ cups sugar (for berries) 
½ cup flour 
¾ cup sugar (for crust) 
½ stick butter, cut into small cubes 

½ cup water 

 

Instructions 
1.Heat oven to 350 degrees. 
2.Unroll one pie crust and place in bottom and up sides of 12 ” cast iron skillet. 
3.Pierce bottom and sides of crust with a fork. 
4.Bake 7 minutes; remove from oven. 
5.Increase oven temp to 400 degrees. 
6.In a large bowl, mix melted butter, 1⅓ cups sugar, and flour. 
7.Put berries in bowl with butter/sugar/flour mixture; toss until berries are covered and 
mixture is crumbly. 
8.Gently pour berries into skillet; sprinkle water over berries. 
9.Unroll second pie crust over top of berries, sealing at the edges of the skillet. 
10.Scatter the small pieces of butter on top of the crust. 
11.Sprinkle ¾ cups sugar on top of crust. 
12.Cut tiny slits in top of pie crust. 
13.Bake approximately 45 minutes or until bubbly at edges and beginning to brown on 
top. 
   **(I highly recommend a pie shield to keep edges of crust from burning.) 
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR NOVEMBER 

“Praise the LORD. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.” 

“Psalm 106:1” 

 

““We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Vacant: Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Meg Simons,  

Church Secretary & Financial Secretary: Christi Partee 

 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                            Class of 2019                   Class of 2020                  Class of 2021 

                                              Sandy Erickson                    Irene Bere                   Faye Brackett 

                                            Pat Erlewine                       Vacancy                        Vacancy 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                           Class of 2019                    Class of 2020                 Class of 2021 

                                             Vicky Bair                        Meg Simons                Steve Broskovak                                                                                

                                              Vacancy                          Peni Lloyd                      Vacancy 
                                                                                                                     
 

 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


