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KEEP ON LOVING 

 

      On September 25th, my sermon was “Keep on Loving,” based on Hebrews 13:1-8 and 15-16.  After the 

service someone said I needed to put the sermon in the “Connection” or at least one of the illustrations I used.  

Another person asked if she could have a copy of the illustration. The writer of Hebrews began Chapter 13 with the 

“Keep on loving each other as brothers” (NIV), or, as The Catholic Study Bible translates the import of the opening 

phrase of Chapter 13, “Let mutual love continue.”  I pointed out that the letter begins with the Greek word 

“Philadelphia” with which we are very familiar in that William Penn named one of our early famous American 

cities using this word.  The emphasis is that we are to let a mutual love for one another be the order of our lives.  I 

will not put the whole sermon in this article but will give a few thoughts and the mentioned illustration. 

 

        This mutual love means that we are to love and accept one another, unholy warts, ugly pimples, emotional 

scars, and all else that make up our individual personalities.  That doesn’t mean we have to love the unwholesome 

things others may do, or, relish their thinking.  It means that we love and respect one another as fellow Christians, 

as sinners like ourselves, who are being saved by the love and grace of God. 

 

        Love, received from God and mutually shared with others, works like this: (I don’t remember where I first saw 

the following and copied it from.) 

 

                                                                                                                                                     Love is  (It is) 

              Slow to suspect – quick to trust. 

           Slow to condemn – quick to justify. 

           Slow to offend – quick to defend. 

           Slow to reprimand – quick to forebear. 

           Slow to belittle – quick to appreciate. 

           Slow to demand – quick to give. 

           Slow to provoke – quick to conciliate. 

           Slow to hinder – quick to help. 

           Slow to resent – quick to forgive. 

 

        Christians need each. That is why the church exists.  It is a gathering place for followers of Jesus Christ to 

gather together in his name and learn more of him.  What better way to learn about Jesus and how he wants us to 

live and love than to get together with one another, accept one another for who each is as a person, again warts, 

pimples, scars and all.  It comes back to the question needing to be raised in the context of our relationships with 

one another, “What would Jesus do?”  It comes down to remembering that God so loves the world and we are to go 

and do likewise, beginning with our brothers and sisters in the church. 

 

God bless! Fred 
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

 

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship on 

Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in Memorial 

Hall!  

          

 

          September Income - $3,992.00 

      September Expenses - $5,294.20 

 

THURSDAYS, FROM 11:00 A.M. TO NOON IN 

MEMORIAL HALL. MEN & WOMEN WELCOME. 
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WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER 
 

 

 

NOVEMBER 6th 

“A New Song” 

Psalm 98 

COMMUNION 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 

 
 

NOVEMBER 13th 

VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION 

“The Lord Is In This Place” 

Genesis 28:10-22 
POT LUCK 

 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 20th 

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 

“Thanksgiving Stewardship” 

Isaiah 12:1-6 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 
 
 

 

NOVEMBER 27th 

1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

“Expecting or Not?” 

Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:36-44 
MINUTE FOR MISSION 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  
 

November  6 - Irene Bere & Ken Hobart                         Ed & Peni Lloyd 

November 13 - Sandy Erickson & Dr. Simons 

November 20 - Roger & Celia Millard 

November 27 - Faye Brackett & Elaine Miller 

 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2016 
 

November  6 - Campus Ministries                        Hospital Chaplains & Counselors 

November 13 - First, Siloam Springs                    First, Rogers 

November 20 - First, Marianna                          Westminster, Hot Springs 

November 27 - First, Paragould                          Church Custodians 
 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

 

November                                                                  December 
November 11 - Sandy Erickson                                        December   5 -  Lee Powell 

November 16 - Roger Millard                                            December   8 -  Linda Allensworth 
                                                                                             December 11 - Jewel Riley 
                                                                                             December 20 - Bruce Powell 
 
 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES  
 

 

 

 
 

No November Anniversaries                                           December 30 - Bob & Gloria Wiles 
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  LIBRARY LINES - NOVEMBER 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

We have book 3 and the final book in the series entitled Charmed Amish Life by 
Shelley Shepard Gray and book entitled A SISTER’S WISH.  The following is a 
synopsis of this book: 
 

“Amelia Kinsinger may seem like the perfect Amish woman, but she is harboring a 
secret:  She’s been in love with bad boy Simon Hochstetler for as long as she can 
remember.  Life hasn’t been kind to Simon.  He ran away from an abusive home 
and landed in prison.  Now back in Charm, he’s determined to put his wild past 
behind him and make a new life.  And Amelia is off limits.  Everyone thinks she’s 
too good for Simon--most of all her older brother, who just happens to be Simon’s 
best friend.  When a chain of events forces them to face their past mistakes, all 
their secrets are revealed.  Now Simon must dare to trust Amelia, and she must 
show him that he is already everything she ever wished he could be.” 
 

In the non-fiction section we have a wonderful book by Max Lucado entitled 
GRACE: 
“We talk as though we understand the term. The bank gives us a grace period. 
The seedy politician falls from grace. Musicians speak of a grace note. We 
describe an actress as gracious, a dancer as graceful. We use the word for 
hospitals, baby girls, kings, and pre-meal prayers. We talk as though we know 
what grace means. 
 
But bestselling author Max Lucado says we’ve settled for a wimpy grace, a 
goldfish grace that sits in a bowl on the shelf and never causes trouble or 
demands a response. 
 
Now available as a trade paperback, Lucado's bestselling book reminds readers 
that there’s more to grace than we’ve ever imagined. In this cornerstone message 
of Lucado's ministry, he challenges readers to not only receive grace but also to 
be changed by grace. Shaped by grace; Strengthened by grace; Emboldened by 
grace; Softened by grace; Snatched by the nape of their neck and shaken to their 
senses by grace.” 
 

We have many new books.  Look on the “New Book Shelf” for the new books.  
 
 

                   Faye Brackett, Librarian  
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MISSION MINUTE      

 NOVEMBER-2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

 While young Presbyterians of the 1950s and 1960s went to summer camp, Mexican-American 
children went to migrant laborers' camps in their midst.  
In spring whole families moved, in trucks with wooden sideboards, tarps covering them and 
possessions, up from the Rio Grande Valley, to Arkansas to pick cotton, to New Mexico to pick 
onions, to Indiana to pick cucumbers. Alongside them went Genie and Hector Zavaleta, 
Presbyterians assigned to the National Council of Churches Migrant Ministry. 
 

American farms had long used migrant labor; prior to the Immigration Act of 1924, these were 
new immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe. Protestant women's groups began to 
minister to the needs of migrants in the 1920s, eventually uniting their efforts within the Federal 
Council of Churches. Beginning in the 1930s, large corporate farms began to employ Mexican 
citizens for the labor-intensive work which machines couldn't provide--picking cotton, or gently 
handling tomatoes and cucumbers. These men--the overwhelming preponderance of the 
workforce was male--worked without the protections of American labor law, which would have set 
a floor for their wages and a ceiling for their  hours. 
 

In 1942, facing critical shortages of agricultural workers, President Franklin Roosevelt established 
a National Bracero Program to assign some legal protections to guest workers. Extended in 1949 
and 1951, the Bracero Program brought in as many as 400,000 guest workers per year. By the 
time the Zavaletas joined the Arkansas Braceros, there were an additional half-million domestic 
migrants in the United States, chiefly of Mexican-American or Native American origin.  
 

Children traveled with their parents, moving from camp to camp from spring to fall, missing 
school. Where employers provided housing for migrant labor, it often amounted to wooden 
shacks or barns for livestock. With their parents in the field, children looked after one another and 
played with whatever was at hand--often just crates and barrels. 
In Plymouth, Indiana in 1958, Genie and Hector and a crew of local women organized a makeshift 
summer kindergarten for the children of workers picking cucumbers for H. J. Heinz, bringing 
them games, organizing playgroups, filling in some of the lessons the children would miss during 
the lost portion of the school year.  
 

In 1963 a group of onion harvesters working in Las Cruces, New Mexico, moved sixty miles west 
to Deming to bring in a tomato crop. Their shelter was a cinderblock out-building open to the air. 
Their bath was an irrigation canal. Even this limited bivouac was an improvement over the 
primitive conditions of cotton-pickers' housing in Arkansas which the Zavaletas had seen in the 
1950s. 
 

For ten summers the Zavaletas traveled with migrant families, administering the smallpox vaccine 
in Las Cruces, providing milk to children and teenagers bagging onions, making salt dough for 
toddlers, linking migrant families with local Presbyterian congregations, which provided care 
packages and invited the children to vacation Bible school. They documented their work 
extensively, and the first small portion of that documentation has been deposited with the 
Presbyterian Historical Society.  
 

Presbyterians continue to advocate for justice and peace for migrants in America's Southwest, 
working through the six border presbyteries, through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and in 
partnership with the Iglesia National Presbiteriana de México through the Presbyterian Border 
Region Outreach. Through the work of the Zavaletas and people like them, continued attention to 
the spiritual and physical needs of migrants is paid today. 
 

                                                                                                      Submitted by the Mission Committee 
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NOVEMBER PUZZLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 8 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN & MEN 

 
 

 

General Meeting for Presbyterian Women and Men 

Tuesday, October 11, 2016 
 

Twelve members and 1 guest (Julie) were in attendance for our October breakfast meeting with Betty 
Aaron and Amy Johnson hosting, and Irene Bere giving a devotion (from Peter Marshall's book of 
Personal Prayers).  Pastor Fred Taylor gave the blessing for the meal. Afterward, acting Moderator, 
Amy Johnson opened the business meeting. 

Reports:  Secretary, Amy asked for any corrections or additions to September's meeting minutes.  
There were none, so the minutes will be filed and posted on our bulletin board.  Two thank-you's were 
read and the sign-up sheet for the 2016 remaining meetings' devotions was passed and filled. 

Treasurer, Mary Kerr presented her September treasurer's report:  beginning balance was $1693.87 
with total receipts of $65.50 and total disbursements of $500, leaving a balance on 9/30 of $1259.37.  
This was approved and will be placed on file and on our bulletin board.  

Publicity:  Vicky Bair absent – no report 

Missions:  Linda Allensworth absent.  Mary reports that the payment for the Best Choice labels that 
Linda has sent in will be sent to us in Mary's name. 

Church announcements:  Pastor Fred reports that our concrete Meditation Garden path is almost 
complete.  Over $900 was collected in donations to help cover costs. 

OLD BUSINESS: Peni Lloyd, chairperson for our Baked Potato Bash fundraiser for Oct. 29 was 
present to fill us in on progress of preparations for the event.  Everything is right on schedule.  Tickets 
are being sold and fliers and signs are ready to set out in preparation.  Sign-up sheets for donations of 
cakes, toppings, and workers are quickly filling up.  Peni will meet with Vicky re: publicity. It was 
unanimous that PW&M give Christi and Terry Partee free tickets to the Bash for their contributions. 
This year we will be selling tickets outside Harp's in Bull Shoals the two Sundays before the Bash. 
Irene Bere and Betty Aaron have volunteered to man the table. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Christmas Project.  Vicky informed the coordinating team that we would not have a 
local Head Start program to work with to provide Christmas gifts to our little children as in many past 
years.  Head Start moved out of Marion Co. this year.  We want to provide for our county's children so 
have asked for ideas.  Vicky's idea of working with Flippin's school BackPack program was agreed 
upon by all present.  It will be finalized at our November PW&M meeting how many children we can 
help and what type of gifts we can provide.  Today's consensus is that our church members will give 
monetary donations, and members of PW&M will do the shopping for items we agree should go into 
gift bags and what age range we will provide for.  Today suggestions include giving to the 102 
elementary age children and giving toiletries that are age-appropriate as our funds allow.  We do 
encourage any other ideas by our next meeting. 

Officers for 2017:  We ask that every member of PW&M prayerfully consider how she or he can serve 
PW&M and our church by serving as an officer for the upcoming year.  Vicky Bair has offered to 
continue as publicity chair and Mary Kerr will continue as treasurer.  We need to fill positions of 
moderator, co-moderator, and secretary.  We should make a final decision by the November meeting.  
Anyone considering serving in any of these roles, please contact any 2016 officer. 

OTHER BUSINESS: Next general meeting:  November 8 at 9:30 AM at Memorial Hall.  Hosts will be 
Mary and Bill Kerr, and Elaine Miller will give the devotion. 
 

Closing prayer and adjournment by Amy Johnson at 11:00 AM  

                                                                                Respectfully submitted by secretary, Amy Johnson 
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       Till We Speak Again 
 

 
 
  

Turkey, Dressing, Sweet Potatoes, what does that spell?   T-H-A-N-K-S-G-I-V-I-N-G.  
A day we set aside to spend in feasting with family and friends to remember and 
give thanks for all of Gods blessings.  At least it used to be celebrated that way.  
Now it’s just  big meal before the football games, and a prequel to the Black Friday 

Sales at all the stores. 

 

It is unfortunate that our thanks for all of Gods blessings have been lost in the ways 
of the world.  We slave in the kitchen for hours and grumble about cooking such a 
fine meal, eat it in under 15 minutes and spend the reminder of the afternoon dealing 
with the cleanup.  We probably even forgot to thank God for the bounteous meal.  
After that we fall exhausted into a chair in front of the TV only to see ads for the 

sales at the stores we want to hit tomorrow. 

 

We celebrate 3 major religious  holidays each year, and every one has lost its true 
meaning to commercialism.  Christmas now belongs to Santa Clause, Easter is 
owned by the  Easter Bunny, and Thanksgiving is ruined by football and shopping. 
These days, some stores start their Black Friday sales on Thanksgiving evening.  
We as Christians can fight back by not giving in to the ways of society by 
remembering and keeping the true meaning alive of these very special days.  We 
need to rethink and retrain our priorities; then teach our children and grandchildren 

these same principals. 

 

Let me be the first to wish you Happy Thanksgiving!! 

                                                                                                  Luv, Millie 

 

 

 

Thought for the Day: :  Remember those less fortunate.  

You are really doing it for the Lord; he will notice even when no  

one else does…. 
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RECIPE FOR NOVEMBER 

Carnitas Enchilada Soup 

 

 

INGREDIENTS  

1 1/2 lb. pork loin 

1¼ oz. taco seasoning packet 

kosher salt 

Freshly ground black pepper 

4 tbsp. canola oil 

1 large onion, diced 

2 garlic cloves, minced 

2 tsp. ground cumin 

1 4-oz. can green chiles 

1 c. enchilada sauce 

1 15-oz. can diced tomatoes 

1 15-oz. can black beans, rinsed and drained 

2 c. frozen corn 

4 c. low-sodium chicken stock 

4 small corn tortillas 

1 avocado, diced 

Limes, for squeezing 

 

DIRECTIONS 
 

 Preheat oven to 325 degrees F and line a baking sheet with foil. In a large baking dish, rub pork with 

taco seasoning, season with salt and pepper, and drizzle with 2 tablespoons oil. Transfer to prepared pan 

and roast until internal temperature reaches 145 degrees F, about 1 hour. Transfer to a cutting board, 

cover with aluminum foil, and let rest until cool. Once cool enough to handle, shred. 

 In a large pot, heat oil over medium-high heat. Cook onion and garlic until soft and golden, 6 minutes, 

then add cumin and stir, 1 minute. Add canned chiles and cook 2 minutes. Add enchilada sauce, tomatoes, 

beans, corn, and chicken stock. Bring to a simmer and let cook, 15 minutes. 

 Add shredded pork and cook until warmed through. 

 Meanwhile, make tortilla crisps: In a large skillet over medium-high heat, heat remaining oil. Add 

tortilla strips and cook until crisp, tossing, 5 to 7 minutes. Transfer to a paper towel-lined plate and season 

with salt. 

Ladle soup topped with avocado and tortilla strips. Squeeze with lime. 
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR NOVEMBER 

“There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

“Romans 8:1” 
 

 

 ~MISSION STATEMENT~ 

“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Fred Taylor, Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Ken Hobart,  

Secretary: Christi Partee, Financial Secretary: Elaine Miller 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                        Class of 2016                      Class of 2017                  Class of 2018 

                                          Sandy Erickson                        Ed Lloyd                       Pam Hobart 

                                        Pat Erlewine                       Amy Johnson                       Vacancy 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                       Class of 2016                       Class of 2017                  Class of 2018 

                                        Vicky Bair                           Meg Simons                     Ken Hobart 

                                         Vacancy                             Peni Lloyd                    Steve Broskovak 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 

 
 
Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


