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       Presbyterian “Connection” 
      May  2009     Volume 16     Issue 5        

                                           by Rev. Mark Lenneville 

Away from Distrust 

This was found in the June 1999 Readers Digest: “Outside the woman's shower at a Maine campground, I 
saw two teenage boys talking excitedly and taking turns peering at the side of the building.  Realizing what 
they were up to, I ducked inside to find the knot hole they were looking through.  Try as I might, I could not 
locate the hole.  I went back outside to get a better idea of where to look, making sure the kids didn't see me.  
Finally they left, so I hurried over to their spot.  That's when I found the most magnificent spider I had ever 
seen.” Leslie Irdell, Jamaica Plain, Mass  

How many of us, when posed with a situation or something that might appear suspect, assume the worst? 
Recently I overheard some discussion about a TV program concerning the death of President John F. 
Kennedy, Jr. One person wagered that JFK, Jr. must have been drinking or was shot down “by a missile.” 
The other person chimed in that “the death was a government conspiracy” because JFK, Jr. was considering 
running for office in New York and was a rival of Hillary Clinton. Absurd? I thought so! But this was not the 
most telling part of the discussion. I was stuck by both speakers’ skepticism and cynicism.  

We have become a skeptical and cynical people! This attitude is often fueled by commentators who speculate 
that the motive of all public officials is self-interest and the politician’s overriding drive to be reelected. Its 
movie goers, enthralled by conspiracy theories see these stories as “reality” in their own lives. Whether it’s 
grandparents who assume that a “sleep over” means sex and drugs, or a closer at home.... a church member 
who assumes someone does something only out of selfish gain, those with the real “street smarts,” seem to 
find it necessary to keep us all alert to such possibilities by being skeptical or cynical.  

Some have said that our distrust in others is due to our distrust in our systems (i.e. social, government, 
economic, political, religious, etc.). Some say it is the legacy of the Vietnam War, the Nixon administration, 
the fall of religious icons such as the Bakkers, Oral Roberts and others, or the sensationalizing by the media.  

I say that it finds its origins in each one of us. Our skepticism and cynicism about others simply masks the 
distrust that we have in ourselves. When we judge a couple of teens as being voyeurs we say more about 
ourselves than about the teens. When we hypothesize that there was alcohol, missiles, or a conspiracy at the 
root of the death of  JFK, Jr., aren’t we saying more about who we are rather than the circumstances of his 
tragic death? When we judge another person’s motives, perhaps we are really offering our own motives 
through projection. 

Let’s ask the religious question, “Why did Jesus die for us?” If you are distrustful and a skeptic or a cynic, 
you might say, “It was all a hoax and didn’t really occur.” Or perhaps, “It was a great way to get known…. 
Good publicity!”  Or perhaps you might wonder, “What was in it for Him?” Wouldn’t these say more about 
the distrustful skeptic and cynic than about Jesus? 

Perhaps this is why the reason for Jesus’ death is all the more incredible… because God’s motives are not 
ours. Jesus died for us, so that we might have eternal life. That’s it… no conspiracy, nor ulterior motives, no 
hidden agendas. No media blitz and interestingly, no news coverage. But this is a statement that we must trust 
but only if we can put aside our own distrust, skepticism and cynicism.  We can only take this at face value 
and without the need for interpretation or conjecture if we put aside distrust, skepticism and cynicism. It is a 
simple truth that we say we believe and trust and it challenges us to have a simple faith. But to do this, we 
must walk boldly away from our nature of skepticism, cynicism, our society, the media and the other loud 
voices of distrust and move confidently towards God. Perhaps we should practice this with our neighbor, for 
this is the call of Christ also. 
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CHURCH USHERS AND GREETERS 
May 3       Betty Craig, Vivian Meyers, Betty Aaron, Peni Lloyd & Bob Richardson 
May 10     Paul & Mary Ann Smith, Bill Kerr, Dick Sass & Norm Hockley 
May 17     Gail Sanderson, Tywllah Schauer, H. Van Gorden, Betty Aaron & B. Richardson 
May 24     Bob & Jo Ann James, Warren Heydt, Vivian Meyers & Harry Van Gorden 
May 31     Esther Roberts, Bonnie Reeves, Tywllah Schauer, Irene Bere & Norm Hockley 
 
 

PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.-2008 
May 3       Holly Grove church, Holly Grove                           First, Alma 
May 10     Kirk in the Pines, Hot Springs Village                   First, Searcy 
May 17     Ferguson Memorial, Coal Hill                                First, Fort Smith 
May 24     Pulaski Heights, Little Rock                                   Harmony Church, Clarksville 
May 31     First, Gravette                                                          First, Pine Bluff   
    

PLEASE NOTIFY IRENE BERE  IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE 
ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

Every Wednesday night at 7:00 p.m.– Bible Study  
 

Every Thursday at 10:00 a.m.– Coffee & Fellowship in Memorial Hall  
 

Every Thursday at 11:00 a.m.– Bible Study on Women of the Bible led by Laura 
Lenneville in Memorial Hall.  
 

Every Thursday at 7:30 p.m.–  Choir Practice  
 

Sunday, May 3– Golden Opportunity Days Begin 
 

Tuesday, May 5-9:30 a.m.– Presbyterian Women meet in Memorial Hall 
 

Thursday, May 7-1:00 p.m.– Deacons invite every one to play Bingo and have 
refreshments with the residents of Care Free Living as part of Golden Opportunity Days.  
 

Sunday, May 10– Mother’s Day 
 

Wednesday, May 13– 9:00 a.m.– Deacons meeting in Christian Education Room.  
 

Friday, May 15– 9:00 a.m.– Session meets in Christian Education room. 
 

Saturday, May 16-2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.– P.W. hosts an Ice Cream Social for local 
missions.  
 

Tuesday, May 19-5:00 p.m.– Potluck Dinner hosted by the Deacons  
 

Wednesday, May 20-9:15-6:15– Lifeline Health Screening in Memorial Hall.  
 

Monday, May 25– Memorial Day observed.  Office closed 
 

Sunday, May 31– Pentecost Sunday. Wear your red! A picnic will follow after the 
Worship Service hosted by your Worship Committee.  
 
 

Sunday, May 31– 6:00 p.m.– 5th Sunday Hymn. We are hosting!  
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BIRTHDAY WISHES 

 May 2– Mirta Van Gorden, Randi Saba and Rebecca Halog 

  May 7– Meg Simons 

    May 9– Joe Burghard 

   May 12—Ellie Heydt 

            May 17– Ramona Marshall 

 May 23– Julie Chorn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

    May 1, 1987 Chet & Rebecca Walker 

          May 19, 1956 Robert & Tywllah Schauer 

                 May 26, 1984 Rev. Mark & Laura Lenneville 

 

 

 

www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  
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LIBRARY LINES 
 
The following books were donated to the library:  HOW TO STUDY YOUR BIBLE by Kay 
Arthur, THE CHRISTMAS BLESSING by Donna VanLiere, and THE DIVIDE by Nicholas 
Evans.  We really appreciate all the donations of books and money to the library.  All 
monetary donations go toward new books.  Thanks so much for all the support.   
 
This is especially to all the men in the church.  We have a wide selection of books and authors 
that would appeal to the men.  The following is just a sample of the authors to look for:  Frank 
Peretti, Bodie & Brock Thoene, Ted Dekker, Bill Myers, James Bell, Jerry Jenkins, and Gilbert 
Morris.  We want to see more of the men using the library.  If you have any questions, see Faye 
or Vivian. 
 
The fiction books are located in the front part of the library.  The non-fiction in the back of the 
library.  Two shelves are dedicated just to books in a series.  These shelves will be marked.  We 
also have a book shelf that displays new or featured books.  Next month we will talk about 
the non-fiction section. 
 
The book of the month is THE HEAVENLY FUGITIVE by Gilbert Morris. “While studying 
for his law degree, Phillip Winslow has found his niche working at Thornton Stables.  His 
sister, Amelia, is still searching for something that will bring her happiness.  Her rebellious 
nature, once kept in check by a desire to please her missionary parents, finally breaks free 
from those restraints.  Against her family’s wishes, she becomes a nightclub singer and dreams 
of making it on Broadway.  While Amelia has gangster Tony Morino’s bodyguard to thank for 
jumpstarting her career, Phillip finds himself drawn to Tony’s daughter.  As both Winslows are 
pulled further and further into a dangerous underworld, everything they hold dear is 
threatened.” 
 
Enjoy the books, Faye Brackett, Librarian 

 
 
 
 

The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, but a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit. 
Proverbs 15:4  

 
 
 
 
 
 

www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  
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STEWARDSHIP MINUTE 

The Following has been extracted  from the March 2009 Session minutes: 

Treasurer’s report for February 2009 was given by Moderator/Treasurer Peni Lloyd. 

 

The Finance committee is tasked to go over the Church’s financial plan especially the 
section that requires the General Operating checking account to have an $8000 balance 
and bring any recommendations to next Stated Session meeting. 

 

It was voted based on our discussion of the Church’s financial plan and the requirement 
to have an $8000 balance, that the current balance submitted by the Treasurer of 
$5,458.68 is acceptable until the Session revisits the financial plan. 

 

It was voted to approve the following Reimbursement of Travel Expenses Policy for 
Fiscal Year 2009: 

 

Whenever a church member is authorized to travel for official church business 
and/or meetings, the following reimbursement rates will apply: 

The driver will be reimbursed for mileage at the rate of $0.35 per mile. 

Meals excluding alcohol will be reimbursed up to $25 daily per person. 

Items required for reimbursement (attached to payment request): 

Receipts for all meals/miscellaneous expenses 

Mileage needs to be shown in detail (i.e. destination, date of trip and total miles) 

To avoid limiting attendance to an authorized attendee, consideration may be 
given to an increased stipend on a case by case basis. 

 The Finance Committee is tasked to provide usage guideline policy for the Helping 
Hand (savings account) fund and ensure accountability on financial reports. 

Elder Bob Wiles gave a Budget Analysis which shows receipts continue to be down 
compared to the 2009 budget requirements.  A summary of our church’s investment 
program as of March 13, 2009 was given. 

 

Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled 
to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.  

Proverbs 3:9-10 
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MISCELLANEOUS  
Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals is pleased to offer a preventive health event. Life Line 
Screening, the nation's leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, will 
host their affordable, non-invasive, painless health screenings on Wednesday, May 20th. 
Screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries, 
which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms, which can lead to a ruptured 
aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs, which is a strong predictor of heart disease; and 
atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat, which is closely tied to stroke risk. Register for the 
Stroke, Vascular Disease and Heart Rhythm Package for $139. All four screenings take 60-90 
minutes to complete. Your Health is in Your Hands, so call 1-800-324-1851, or visit 
www.lifelinescreening.com, for more information or to pre-register. 
 

 

 

 

 
NEW ADDRESS OF FORMER MEMBER 

KITTY SCHILDGEN 
(many will remember Kitty as the lady with the beanie hat & compass on top) 

329 Kay Lane 

Woodridge Estates  Room # 26 

Parsons, KS  67357 

Kitty’s Phone (620) 423-3123 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Vacation Bible School will be July 20-24 from 9:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m. this year at our 

church. Sign up sheets for Teachers and helpers are posted in the office. The theme this 

year is Kingdom of the Son-Prayer Safari.  If God has placed a desire in YOUR heart to 

help with this ministry, please sign up  as soon as possible.  
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We had a very wonderful meeting & fourteen ladies attended.  We had tulip cupcakes & 

other good coffee cakes. Mary Kerr & Ramona Marshall did a beautiful job. Devotions 

were done by Esther Roberts about cell phones that was very interesting food for 

thought! Its really wonderful that God doesn’t put us on hold! A good time was had by 

all.  

May 5, at 9:30 a.m. is our next meeting.  Betty Aaron and Irene Bere are our hosts & 

Mary Kerr will do our devotions. 

Betty Aaron reported she had taken items to our local V.F.W. for our Troops. She also 

suggests we help local needy children with school items in the Fall. 

The Ice Cream Social will be held Saturday, May 16, 2009 from 2:00 to 4:00. Tickets are 

$4.00 donation for Adults & $2.00 for Children under eight. All donations will benefit the 

military & our local missions.  

We had 117 reservations for our Fashion Show & Salad Luncheon. We were so happy our 

sister’s in the Lord joined us for this celebration.  

 Yours in Christ, 

Elaine Matejka, Moderator 

 

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;  

in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 

Proverbs 3:5-6  
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DEACON CORNER 
 

Golden Opportunity Days 

       The Deacons on May 3rd through May 19th will be observing 

“Golden Opportunity Day’s”. Our theme this year is “Baskets of 

Love”. On May 7th at 1:00 PM we will be going to Care Free Living 

with cake for all the residents and will be playing bingo with them and 

fellowship. On May 10th  we will observing Mothers Day with a Special 

Mothers Day Service. May 5th the Presbyterian Women meet and on 

May 16th they will hold an Ice Cream Social. 

       We are sponsoring the “Food Pantry” this year as we have more 

families in need. We are asking for perishable items and that list will 

be at the bottom of this article. On May 19th we will have a Pot Luck 

and the Deacons will furnish the meat with everyone bringing a side 

dish to serve 8 or more. Dotty Smith will be our Speaker, she is in 

charge of the Food Pantry. We will also be inviting  the Board 

members and all the ministers. We want to encourage everyone to 

attend and support our visitors. 

     Here is the list of items needed; Cereal, Canned Fruit, Cake Mix, 

Frosting, Ketchup, Mustard, Jello  & Sugar Free, Pudding & Sugar 

Free, Cookies, Tuna, Canned Chicken, Rice, Crackers and Jelly & 

Sugar Free. 

 

 
He who guards his lips guards his life, but he who speaks rashly will come to ruin.  

Proverbs 13:3  
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~~~~NOTES FROM SESSION~~~~ 
Session Minutes will be posted on the bulletin board in the office and on the church website after they 
are approved. You may come by to read them or we will make a copy if you wish. In the newsletter we 
will let you know the actions taken by the session at the previous meeting. All stated session meetings are 
open to the whole congregation for observation. You may address the session by letting the Clerk (Vicky 
Bair) know in advance and she will put you on the agenda. You may have a voice but no vote on actions. 
Remember that everyone is invited to be on any committee they feel called to serve on (where you do 
have a voice and vote as a member of this church). Committees bring items to the session for vote. 
 

March 20, 2009 
 

It was voted to approve “Co-moderator’s responsibilities relative to Session meetings 2009”.  

This should be placed in the Leadership notebook after Leadership listing. 

 
It was voted  that our church can participate in the city wide garage sales in the Spring and 
Fall in conjunction with yearly events as a fundraiser for Missions. 

 

It was voted unanimously NOT to engage Nick Knopic in conversation about the possibility 

of renting the old Harps building to our church in order to run a bingo hall. 

It was voted to purchase two wireless body microphones.  These will replace the 

malfunctioning ones. 

 

 

 

 

 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  
It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7   
 

 

 

 

 

www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  
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EVERY Thursday   10 a.m.—11 a.m.        Coffee Fellowship  

EVERY Thursday   10 a.m.—11 a.m.        Coffee Fellowship    

                                                             EVERY Thursday   11:00 a.m.                    Bible Study  

                                                       EVERY Thursday   7:30p.m.                      Choir Practice  

                                                        

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

8 pm– AA 

5 

9:30 am–P.W.   

6 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm-Bible Study 

7 
1pm-Care Free 
Living 
Play Bingo and eat 
Cake 

 
 
 

National Day of Prayer 

8 9 

10 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm-AA 

12 13 

9:00 a. m– Deacon 
mtg. in CE  Rm.  

 

 

 

 

7pm-Bible Study 

14 15 

 
9 am– Session  

16 

 
2pm-4pm  P.W. Ice 

Cream Social  

17 18 

 

 

 

3p.m-Historical 
Society  

 
8pm-AA 

19 

 

5 pm– Potluck 
Dinner hosted by 

the Deacons 
 

20 

 
9:15a.m.-6:15 pm 
Life Line Health 
Screening  
 
 
7pm-Bible Study 

21 

 

Ascension of the 
Lord 

22 23 

24 25 

 

 

 

 
Office Closed  

 

8pm-AA 

26 27 

 

 

 

 

 

No-Bible Study 

28 29 30 

31 

Pentecost 
 

6pm- 5th 
Sunday Hymn 

(We Host) 

      

May 2009 

GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY DAYS HOSTED BY THE DEACONS 

The Worship Committee is hosting a Pentecost Picnic after the Worship Service on  

the 31st.  Wear your red and stay to celebrate the Holy Spirit!  

Rev. Mark on Vacation 7th., 8th and 9th 

Rev. Mark on Vacation  25th, 26th, 27th, 28th and 29th  
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THIS WE BELIEVE 
May  

 When the day of  Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 
violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be 

tongues of  fire that separated and came rest on each of them.  
Acts 2:1-3  

 

                                                                         ~MISSION STATEMENT~ 
“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ and spiritually led to guide all people 

 to be active doers of the Word”   Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  
 

CHURCH STAFF 
Minister: Rev. Mark Lenneville-Stated Supply, Church Secretary: Debbie Heroux 

Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Peni Lloyd 
Financial Secretary: Dick Sass, Asst. Financial Secretary: Elaine Miller 

 
                                                                                       DEACONS 

    Class of 2009            Class of 2010         Class of 2011   
                                         Jini Sass                  Bill Kerr 

                                                      Elaine Matejka           Gloria Wiles           Irene Bere 
                                                      Pat Erlewine               Betty Aaron          Sandy Erickson 

 
                                                                                     THE SESSION 

    Class of 2009            Class of 2010         Class of 2011 
                                                      Norm Hockley              Bob Wiles             Peni Lloyd 
                                                      Randi Saba             Tywllah Schauer        Mary Kerr 
                                                      Shirley Jensen       Harry Van Gorden    Al Holtkamp 
 
 
 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    
P. O. Box 687 
Bull Shoals, AR.  72619 
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