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Presbyterian ‘Connection’      
June 2019   

 

 

Building Congregational Vitality 

Presbyterian Church  ( PCUSA )  Mission 

 

American life has changed radically over the past generation. The Christian share of the U.S. 
population is declining across every region, age and demographic group, and the number of adults who 
do not identify with any organized religion is growing. As a result, the church is no longer at the center 
of American culture. Some say the church is no longer relevant at all. As much as this new reality is 
alarming, it is also an opportunity for our congregations, worshiping communities and mid councils to 
wake up and seize the moment. 

What is congregational vitality? 
You might think that the vitality of a congregation or worshiping community is based on the number of 
members, the scope of programs, the size of financial gifts or some other statistics. 

Not so — at least not entirely. 

Rather, a community’s vitality is primarily its spiritual strength and its capacity for purposeful mission. 
Congregational vitality is evident in a worshiping community when its structural systems, finances and 
discipleship practices are aligned in such a way that the community is actively engaged in the mission 
of God in their local community and the world, and they are powerfully focused on growing as disciples 
in the way of Jesus Christ. Faith comes alive when we boldly engage God’s mission and share the 
hope we have in Christ. 

What must we do to revitalize our own congregation? 
To some extent, many local churches find themselves spiritually exhausted, financially fragile and 
structurally unsound. Sometimes, congregational life is discouraging — both for pastors and other 
church leaders who see apathy in their members, and for members who see the numbers in the pews 
declining year by year. 

The Presbyterian Mission Agency of the PC(USA) has made a profound commitment to help you turn 
things around. 

We propose that there are seven marks to help you determine your current level of vitality — and then 
various processes for self-assessment, discernment and renewed commitment to the habits that foster 
an energetic engagement with the Spirit’s work in the world. 
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Here are the seven marks of congregational vitality: 
 

A commitment to forming disciples over every member’s lifetime. This leads first to personal 
transformation, as people put on the heart of Christ, and then to social transformation, as people 
joyfully go forth into the community and tackle the issues facing today’s culture. 

Embracing the call to evangelism. We show forth the love of Christ by our actions and our lives even 
more than by our words. Our relationships are genuine and caring. People know we are Christians 
by our love. 

An outward focus. Our church is not a place to escape from the world, but rather our gateway to our 
community where we may be the hands, feet, heart and mouth of Jesus Christ for people who are 
suffering or marginalized. 

Empowering every member to discover their individual calling and the gifts God has given them so 
they can go forth and serve. 

Spirit-inspired worship that challenges, teaches, transforms, convicts and energizes us so when we 
are sent out, we have experienced the wonder of God and are changed for the better from when 
we arrived. 

Caring relationships modeled on God’s love. We open our doors and hearts to all people, and we build 
relationships modeled on God’s love, which leads to genuine reconciliation and peace. 

Congregations with healthy systems. Our mission focuses are clear. There is fiscal responsibility and 
accountability. We have thoughtful decision-making structures. Our leaders and staff enjoy a 
sustainable balance of work/rest time. 

 
The theology of congregational vitality 
 

God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament establish and equip the church as the body of Christ in the world. 
The mission of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church flows from baptism, is nourished at the 
Lord’s Supper, and serves to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to all. 
Worshiping communities experiencing congregational vitality will find themselves following Jesus into 
places of injustice and struggle bearing light and hope, demonstrating love and mercy, and working 
faithfully for justice and peace. Their efforts will be sustained by personal and congregational patterns 
and practices of prayer and worship, learning and reflection. They will be stewards of God’s abundant 
gifts in service to God’s children here and everywhere. They will demonstrate to the world God’s 
promises and life-giving power in this age and the world to come. 
 
Scriptures for study and reflection  

 

 

 
 

Matthew 25:31–46 
Acts 2:42–47 
John 4:1–41 

John 13: 2–17 
Isaiah 6:1–13 
Acts 6:1–7 
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Introducing Matthew 25 in the PC(USA) 

Matthew 25:31-46 call all of us to actively engage in our communities and the world to act 

boldly and compassionately to serve the hungry, the oppressed, the imprisoned and the poor.  

Jesus invites us to be fearless and purposeful disciples. 

Some of PC(USA) churches are already doing this great work.  The PC(USA) Mission Agency 

invites all churches to participate and become a Matthew 25 church.  You will find out more in 

the weeks to come. 

  

mt 25:35 “for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 

sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

From the desk of the Church Treasurer 
 

 

Good news; We have had a donation challenge for the month of June. If the 

Congregation can raise $500.00 for the needed repairs on our precious 

Church, an anonymous donor will match the $500.00 in funds.  

I hope everyone will accept this challenge and take advantage of this 

opportunity! 

Please pray about this and let God be your guide. 

                                                                                          With Thanks & Love, 

                                                                                          Meg Simons 

                                                                                          Treasurer 

*Please write Church/Repair on check memo line.           
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

 

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship 

on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 

Memorial Hall! 

 

 

 

April Income -       $2,077.00 

April Expenses -   $8,388.95 

 

 

THURSDAYS, FROM 11:00 A.M. TO NOON IN 

MEMORIAL HALL. MEN & WOMEN WELCOME. 

    CHURCH CHUCKLES 

 
It was at a retirement center’s weekly chapel service, in 

which one of the residents was selected to read the 

appointed scripture lesson of the day prior to the sermon. 

The passage selected for that day was the Beatitudes. 

The senior lady was doing well with the reading until she 

uttered, “Blessed are the pacemakers…” Her misspeak was 

received with appreciation by the elderly audience 

members. Might have even been an “Amen” or two.  
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WORSHIP IN JUNE 
 

 
 

June 2nd 

Rev. 22:12-21 & John 17:20-26 

COMMUNION 

 

 

June 9th 

Acts 2:1-21 & John 14:8-17 (25-27) 

POT LUCK FOLLOWS WORSHIP   

DAY OF PENTECOST 

 

  

June 16th 

Romans 5:1-5 & John 16:12-15 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

FATHER’S DAY 

 

 
June 23rd 

Galatians 3:23-29 & Luke 8:26-39 

 

 
MINUTE FOR MISSION 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 & Luke 9:51-62 

 

5th Sunday Sing at FBC - 6:00 p.m. 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

June   2 - Dr. Simons                                                                            Dr. Simons 

June   9 - Sandy Erickson 

June 16 - Peni Lloyd 

June 23 - Sandy Erickson 

June 30 - Irene Bere 

 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2019 

June   2 - Kirk in the Pines, Hot Springs Village                      Church Camp Ministries 

June   9 - Mission Trip Participants                                           First, Fort Smith 

June 16 - Pulaski Heights, Little Rock                                      Harmony Church, Clarksville 

June 23 - New Worshipping Communities                               First, Pine Bluff 

June 30 - Graham Memorial, Forrest City                                 Elkins Church, Elkins 

 
 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

June                                                                             July                                                               
June  1 -  Fred Taylor                                                                    July  1 - Faye Brackett                                                                    
June 10 - Bill Kerr                                                                         July  4 - Amy Johnson 
June 16 - Steve Broskovak                                                          July 16 - Ray Erlewine 
                                                                                                       July 18 - Ciera Haefer 
                                                                                                       July 23 - Dr. Roger Simons 
                                                                                                       July 30 - Vicky Bair                                                                                                                  

               

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  

 
June 21 - Boyd & Faye Brackett                                                      July 9  - Bill & Mary Kerr             
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  LIBRARY LINES - JUNE 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

 

We have some new fiction books donated to the library.  HOME SWEET SUGAR CREEK by 
Elizabeth Ludwig, SHARK BAIT by Cara Putman, and THE PRODIGAL by Beverly Lewis - 

Book 4 of Abram's Daughters Series.   

 

Book 4 in the bestselling Abram's Daughters series. The compelling and continuing 
chronicle of Abram Ebersol's family, beginning in the mid-1940s, moves forward in time 
and scope to the late 50s. The devout Ebersol’s have faced sometimes-painful divisions 
and separations--if not geographical, those of the heart. Leah, possibly most of all, has 
borne losses and revelations that would have undone another whose faith was not firmly 
established in the God her beloved mother knew so fervently. Leah also has endured the 
ultimate test of her fortitude, the unexpected return of her shunned sister, Sadie, and the 

renewed sense of betrayal that arrives home with her.  

 

But since the close of The Sacrifice, Leah has occupied her heart and hands with the 
overseeing of the Ebersol Cottage and the raising of her motherless younger siblings. 
This includes vivacious Lydiann, who has arrived at the traditional rumschpringe, the time 
for testing her wings and her willingness to commit to the Old Ways. Will she take the 
sorrowful path of her older sister Sadie, or will Mamma Leah's good judgment guide 

Lydiann safely to her baptismal covenant? 

                                
                      Faye Brackett, Librarian 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN & MEN 

 

 

 

PWM General Meeting, Tuesday, May 14, 2019, 9:30 AM 
 
Eight members were present for our May meeting of PWM.  A big thank-you to Mary Kerr for 
bring some pretty and yummy goodies to go with Irene Bere's hot coffee this morning.  Our 
moderator, Peni Lloyd brought the meeting to order at 9:40 am and Pastor Cindy Saul opened 
with prayer.  Amy Johnson gave the devotion reading from Rev. Charles Stanley's In Touch 
Devotion Magazine entitled “The Work Of The Believer”, referring to Romans 12:4-8. 
 
Reports:  Secretary Amy Johnson asked for any corrections, changes or additions to last 
month's minutes. There were none so the minutes will be placed on file and a copy posted on the 
PWM bulletin board.  Steve Broskovak will present the June 11 meeting devotion and Peni 
volunteered to act as 'hostess'.  Amy thanks Peni, also for stepping in for her the past two 
meetings, typing up and distribution the minutes in Amy's absence. 
Treasurer, Mary Kerr presented her treasurer's report ending on April 30, 2019.  The beginning 
balance on April 1 was $1088.16, with donations totaling $69 and no disbursements, leaving a 
balance on April 30 of $1157.16. There were no questions or corrections so the report will be 
placed on file and posted on the bulletin board. 
Announcements:  VBS this year will be on July 29.  It is noted that our Meg Simons and Allison 
Wiseman are both featured locally as artists participating in art events in the area this spring. See 
brochures in the narthex and in the local newspaper for details. 
Publicity, Vicky Bair is absent. No report. 
Bar codes Mailings, Linda Allensworth is absent. No report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  It was decided at the last meeting we would have our Ice Cream Social again 
this 
year and today we decided to hold it earlier, voting unanimously on Saturday, June 15. The price 
will still be $4 per ticket for 2 scoops of ice cream with toppings, a piece of cake and a drink. Peni 
had an example of the advertisement flier for us to view.  It was eye-catching with color print. She 
plans to have a local printer make up enough to pass around businesses and churches in both 
Bull Shoals and Lakeview. Amy and Irene volunteered to do the passing again this year. Peni will 
speak to Vicky re: local publicity on the radio, Chamber of Commerce, and Baxter Bulletin, etc. 
We will have one more meeting before June 15 for final plans. 
Discussion carried on from the April meeting re: a second fundraiser.  It has been decided that 
we should continue with the Baked Potato Bash.  We voted unanimously to set the date as 
November 16. 
We will decide details and ticket prices in the fall after we know the cost of potatoes. 
Ada Jeffrey brought up her desire for PWM to donate funds to our own church now that needs for 
addressing building repairs has surfaced. We ended the discussion, saying that the community 
should not think their donations to our fundraisers would stay within our church, but rather help 
the community at large. It is up to individual members and friends of our PCUSA to donate 
personally to its needs. 
 
                                                                                                                                    Con’t on next pg... 
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NEW BUSINESS: We discussed the problems of dwindling numbers in our PWM and in the 
congregation to efficiently and successfully manage a large fundraiser, such as the Potato Bash, 
which requires more hands-on work than the Ice Cream Social.  One way suggested to come up 
with extra hands was to look to outside help in the form of volunteers from our own friends and 
neighbors. Another suggestion was to look to other churches' youth members who might be looking 
for ways to help in the community, or possibly scouts in the community. Amy was willing to talk with 
people she knows in the local Baptist Church and Peni will ask at the Methodist Church. 
 
Another new business topic is how to make our June PWM meeting special to encourage better 
attendance of all our members and friends.  One idea Irene suggests is having a willing speaker to 
encourage and entertain, or to have members give short talks on their personal testimonies 
including their family life, life work, retirement events, etc.  It was agreed that there's not sufficient 
time in just 4 weeks to make decisions or plans along this line for the next meeting, but that 
possibly something could be done for the September meeting or our December meeting.  The idea 
was tabled for now. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
Our next general meeting will be June 11, 2019 at 9:30am with Peni Lloyd offering to bring a treat 
and Steve Broskovak giving the devotion, if he's able. 
 
Peni adjourned the meeting at 10:30 am with prayer. 
 
 
                                                                           Respectfully submitted by Secretary, Amy Johnson 
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MISSION MINUTE      

JUNE - 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

  
 

This piece was written by Rev. Aisha Brooks-Lytle, Executive Presbyter of the 
Presbytery of Greater Atlanta, for their presbytery newsletter originally published March 
30, 2019. 

“Our conversations around what it means to flourish continues to deepen our 
understanding of what it means to be a Presbytery filled with healthy congregations and 
innovative leaders who are seeking to serve God and others with energy, intelligence, 
imagination, and love. I have had the honor of talking to our committees, sessions, 
congregations, and to our Presbyterian Women about what it means to have passion 
for God’s love for us, our love for God, and having a heart for the world. Thank you for 
inviting me to connect through conversations that are life-giving and transformative. 

As we think of the word of passion, I cannot help but  think of the ways we collectively 
work together as a denomination to demonstrate our gratitude to God through 
passionate and compassionate  generosity. One way we do that collectively is through 
our One Great Hour of Sharing. As some of you may or may not know, I didn’t become 
Presbyterian until my early 20’s. I served in youth ministry and I remember seeing these 
little fish boxes floating around. I thought to myself, “What is this all about?” One of my 
staff members, who worked directly with the children, explained that Presbyterians all 
over the nation have this huge offering to make an impact in hunger, disaster relief, and 
socioeconomic development of people who live in the communities where we serve. I 
remember describing to my youth that this kind of generosity is like a huge wave of 
compassion to reach those who may have lost sight of the truth that God loves them 
and that there are communities of caring who surround them. 

I am thankful for the continued passion around ministries like One Great Hour of 
Sharing. It reminds me that passion can be expressed in quiet ways and it can be 
expressed in ways that are bold and vivid.” 

 

We took in $122.00 for One Great Hour of Sharing.  Thank you to all for your support. 

 We received an update from Rebekah Hall and it is located on the bulletin board in the 
church office.  Take time to read and look at the photos she shared with us. 

As we continue through lent with our faces pointed towards Calvary, may we remember 
God’s relentless love for us, embrace that love in our hearts, and offer it back out to the 
world. 
 

 

Submitted by the Mission Committee 
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Till We Speak Again 
 JUNE 2019 

 

                                                              

We honored our Mothers in May, now it’s time to remember our Fathers, 

Husbands, Sons, male mentors and of course, our Heavenly Father. Without 

our Heavenly Father, there would be nothing, and emptiness or void. 

 

My father was an avid fisherman who taught me to fish at the age of three 

years old. My earliest fishing trips with him are just bits and pieces in my 

memory, but they’re precious to me. 

 

We always took a picnic lunch & water for me. I think it was coffee for him. 

I remember the pole was much bigger than me. The fish would bite my bait, 

& Daddy would have to reel the fish in for me. I wasn’t able to hold the pole 

and reel at the same time. He didn’t take me very often by himself because 

my catch was usually bigger than his; or so he said. 

 

He was not a very patient man but he was a loving, and Godly man. He would 

always help those in need in our community. He taught me the saying, “They 

need it worse than we do”! 

 

I try to honor his memory by helping those in need, without fanfare, just as 

he did. I also tried to instill this trait in my own children. 

 

This Father’s Day - Dad, I love and miss you! 

 

                                                               Millie 
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JUNE PUZZLE 
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RECIPE FOR JUNE 

Old-School Squash Casserole  

Ingredients 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Make It 

Preheat oven to 350°F. Melt 3 tablespoons of the butter in a large skillet over medium-

high. Add squash, onion, and 1 teaspoon of the salt; cook, stirring often, until center of 

squash is just tender and liquid has evaporated, about 10 minutes. Transfer mixture to a 

colander set over a bowl. Drain 5 minutes; discard any liquid.  

Stir together eggs, sour cream, Cheddar and Swiss cheeses, mayonnaise, thyme, pepper, 

and remaining 1 teaspoon salt in a large bowl. Gently fold in squash mixture. Spoon into a 

lightly greased 11- x 7-inch (2-quart) baking dish. 

Microwave remaining 3 tablespoons butter in a medium-size microwavable bowl on 

HIGH until melted, about 25 seconds. Toss together crackers, Parmesan cheese, and 

melted butter until combined; sprinkle over casserole. Bake in preheated oven until golden 

brown, about 20 minutes. 

 

 6 tablespoons unsalted butter, divided  

 3 pounds yellow squash, sliced 1/4 inch thick (from 5 medium squash)  

 1 medium-size yellow onion, chopped (about 1 1/2 cups)  

 2 teaspoons kosher salt, divided  

 2 large eggs, lightly beaten  

 1 (8-oz.) container sour cream 

 4 ounces sharp Cheddar cheese, shredded (about 1 cup)  

 2 ounces Swiss cheese, shredded (about 1/2 cup)  

 1/2 cup mayonnaise 

 2 teaspoons chopped fresh thyme  

 1/2 teaspoon black pepper 

 2 sleeves round buttery crackers (such as Ritz), coarsely crushed  

 1 ounce Parmesan cheese, shredded (about 1/4 cup) 
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR JUNE 

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other,  
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.  

Matthew 6:24  

 

 

““We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev Cindy Saul, Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Meg Simons,  

Church Secretary & Financial Secretary: Christi Partee 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                            Class of 2019                   Class of 2020                  Class of 2021 

                                              Sandy Erickson                    Irene Bere                   Faye Brackett 

                                            Pat Erlewine                       Vacancy                        Vacancy 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                           Class of 2019                    Class of 2020                 Class of 2021 

                                             Vicky Bair                        Meg Simons                Steve Broskovak                                                                                

                                              Vacancy                          Peni Lloyd                      Vacancy 
                                                                                                                     
 

 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


