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Presbyterian ‘Connection’      
July 2019 

 

 

Abraham broke the law, crossing borders and 

trafficking his wife 
Why do we forgive him so much more easily than migrants today?  by Karen González excerpted from The God Who Sees: 

Immigrants, the Bible, and the Journey to Belong,  Herald Press © 2019  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Most of us are not accustomed to thinking of Abraham as an immigrant, let alone a criminal one. However, 

Genesis introduces us to Abram (whose name will later change to Abraham) just as God is asking him to 

migrate to the land of Canaan (Gen. 12:1). In just a few verses the nomadic Abram finds himself amid a 

famine, which drives him to migrate again to find sustenance in what would become the preferred destination 

for the hungry: Egypt. “Abram went down toward Egypt to live as an immigrant since the famine was so 

severe in the land” (12:10, CEB). 

The climate in the ancient world of the Near East fluctuated greatly, thanks to its location between the 

Mediterranean Sea and the Arabian Desert. The semiarid land was unpredictable for those who depended on 

it to produce food, like the nomads who fill the pages of Genesis. But ancient Egypt had no such problems. 

The Nile and its fertile delta and riverbanks provided abundantly for inhabitants and drew small bands of 

immigrants like Abram and his family. 

James Tissot, Abram's Counsel to Sarai, gouache on board, 189 

                                         Con’t on next pg. 

https://www.christiancentury.org/karen-gonz-lez
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Con’t from previous pg. 

 

Abram does not have permission from the authorities to enter Egypt. But he and his family seek only to find 

sustenance and a livelihood. They do not intend harm to the people upon whose land they trespass.   Out of 

fear, Abram presents his wife Sarai—later known as Sarah—as his sister when they arrive in Egypt. She is 

beautiful and, apparently, desirable. Believing the Egyptians will kill him in order to have Sarah, he acts out 

of self-interest, using her to protect himself. “Tell them you are my sister so that they will treat me well for 

your sake, and I will survive because of you,” he says. Abram prefers to sacrifice Sarai’s well -being rather 

than suffer himself. And indeed, while Sarai is sent to the pharaoh’s household, Abram prospers: “Things 

went well for Abram because of her: he acquired flocks, cattle, male donkeys, men servants, women servants, 

female donkeys, and camels.” 

 

In modern terms, we could say that Abram traffics his wife. He receives payment and grows wealthy from her 

sexual exploitation. He commits fraud by presenting her as his sister, a convenient half -truth. He coerces her 

into a situation with no way out. This is the very definition of human trafficking.  

Sarai has no voice in this matter. She is doubly displaced, as both an immigrant and a victim of human 

trafficking. Notably, this will not be the last time Abram traffics his wife. In Genesis 20, after God makes a 

covenant with him and changes his name, Abraham enters the territory of the Philistines (also without 

authorization) and repeats these actions. 

Most Christians forgive Abraham for his transgressions. We understand their placement within God’s larger 

story. We assume that this kind of thing must have happened all the time in the ancient Near East.  

Yet many of us don’t extend that same consideration to unauthorized immigrants whose crime is crossing the 

US-Mexico border, a criminal misdemeanor. Women often tell their stories through tears, reluctant to speak 

of the sexual assault they experienced along the way. According to Amnesty International, more than 60 

percent of immigrant women who cross the border into the United States are sexually assaulted on the 

journey. 

It’s tempting to conclude that if immigrants to the United States broke the law by crossing the border, they 

must be prone to criminality—that we must be suspicious of them because they pose a danger to citizens. But 

research on the link between immigration and criminal behavior shows, over and over again, that immigrants 

are less likely than native-born Americans to commit serious crimes or be imprisoned. 

I wonder if we value our human-made laws more than the human beings that they were designed to guide and 

protect. Immigration laws cannot love our immigrant neighbors. Only we, people, can do that. Laws can, 

however, protect immigrants from falling prey to those who see their vulnerability and seek to take advantage 

by victimizing them. When I consider the situation in which Sarah and Abraham found themselves, I wonder 

how laws might have provided protection and care for them too. 
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A STEWARDSHIP MINUTE 

From the desk of the Church Treasurer 

 

 

Something to think about in the future. I am an organ donor as I’m sure some of you are 

also. This is a great legacy to leave behind and a great way to keep a part of you alive 

as well as someone else. This is a gift of unselfish love; a gift of Christ-like love which 

helps someone you don’t know. 

 

Something else to consider; having friends and loved ones make your memorials to 

your Church instead of a service organization. This will help ensure the survival of your 

Church and the continued support of it’s missions. 

 

This is not the same thing as leaving your estate or part of it to your Church, although 

you are welcome to do that also if you wish. 

 

These are just things to think about, mull over and pray about. Always remember, you 

are loved!! 

 

                                                                                                               Meg Simons 

                                                                                                               Church Treasurer 

 

Announcement From Session 

 

It is with deep regret that the Session reached a decision to not renew Pastor 

Cindy’s contract. We felt that she just wasn’t the right Pastor for our Church.  

Please bare with us as we proceed with the next step in deciding where to go 

from here as we move forward. 

 

                                                                                                           Sincerely, 

                                                                                                           Your Session 
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

 

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship 

on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 

Memorial Hall! 

 

 

 

May Income -       $2,367.00 

May Expenses -   $4,552.66 

 

 

THURSDAYS, FROM 11:00 A.M. TO NOON IN 

MEMORIAL HALL. MEN & WOMEN WELCOME. 

    CHURCH CHUCKLES 

 

The children were lined up in the cafeteria of 

a  elementary school for lunch. At the head of the table 

was a large pile of apples. The teacher made a note, and 

posted on the apple tray: "Take only ONE.  God is 

watching."   Moving further along the lunch line, at the 

other end of the table was a large pile of chocolate 

chip cookies. A child had written a note, "Take all you 

want.  God is watching the apples."  

http://jokes4all.net/child-jokes
http://jokes4all.net/school-jokes
http://jokes4all.net/lunch-jokes
http://jokes4all.net/apple-jokes
http://jokes4all.net/god-jokes
http://jokes4all.net/cookie-jokes
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WORSHIP IN JULY 
 

 
 

 

JULY 7th 

Galatians 6:1-16 & Luke 10:1-11,16-20 

COMMUNION 

 

 
 

JULY 14th 

Colossians 1:1-14 & Luke 10:25-37 

POTLUCK 

  

 

  

 

JULY 21st 

Colossians 1:15-28 & Luke 10:38-42 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

 
 

JULY 28th 

Colossians 2:6-19 & Luke 11:1-13 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

July  7  - Dr. Simons                                                                            Dr. Simons 

July 14 - Sandy Erickson 

July 21 - Irene Bere 

July 28 - Sandy Erickson 

 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2019 

July   7 - Grace, Little Rock                                                                               First, Malvern 

July 14 - Barr Memorial, Norman                                              Hopewell Church, Morrilton 

July 21 - First, Mountain Home                                                                        First, Newport 

July 28 - First, Little Rock                                                                             Presbytery Staff 

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

July                                                                              August                               
July  1  - Faye Brackett                                                                    August   3  - Peni Lloyd                                                               
July  4  - Amy Johnson                                                                    August   7  - Ed Chapman 
July 16 - Ray Erlewine                                                                      August 15 - Cindy Saul 
July 18 - Ciera Haefer                                                                       August 20 - Bob Wiles 
July 23 - Dr. Roger Simons                                                              August 23 - Irene Bere 
July 30 - Vicky Bair                                                                                                                  

               

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  

 
July 9  - Bill & Mary Kerr                                                              No Anniversaries in August      
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  LIBRARY LINES - JULY 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

 

We have a new non-fiction book entitled THE GIFT by Max Lucado. 

"More than anything, God wants you to be with Him.  The God who designed 

your world, the God who placed you on the planet, simply wants you home with 

Him.  And to bring you home, He offers you a gift---the gift of eternal 

salvation.  My prayer is that through the pages of this book you'll see His gift 

like you've never seen it.  If you've already accepted it, you'll thank Him 

again.  And if you've never accepted it, I pray you will.  For it's the gift of a 

lifetime.  A gift for all people. 
 

                                 

            Faye Brackett, Librarian 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN & MEN 

 
                                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PWM General Meeting  
Tuesday, June 11, 2019, 9:30 am 

 
 
Seven members were present for our June meeting of PWM.  Thank-you to Peni Lloyd and 
Mary Kerr and Irene Berry for providing a nice treat and coffee this morning.  Our Moderator, 
Peni brought the meeting to order at 9:30 am with Pastor Cindy Saul opening us with prayer.  
Peni read several quotes from Irene's book titled Faith for our devotion. 
Reports: Secretary, Amy Johnson asked if there were any changes or correction to the May 
minutes.  There were none so they will be placed on file and placed also on the PWM bulletin 
board and printed in the monthly Connection newsletter.  Irene volunteered to read a devotion 
at our next meeting in September. 
Treasurer, Mary Kerr presented our May treasury report.  The opening balance on May 1 was 
$1157.16, with receipts of $55.75 and no disbursements to leave an ending balance on May 
31 of  $1212.91. No changes so the report will be posted on the board.  Irene will keep the 
PWM checkbook while Mary is away this month. 
Missions: Mary suggested that PWM proceed to pay out several of our committed support 
amounts to these ministries:  Bull Shoals Food Pantry, $200; Vera Lloyd Ministries $50; 
Ministerial Alliance $50; Christian Clinic of Mtn Home, $50; and Our Kids of Marion Co. $100 
for a total of $450. Amy made a motion to accept Mary's suggestion to pay $450 out in June.  
Irene seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
Publicity – Vicky Bair not present. 
Mailing Bar Codes – Linda Allensworth not present 
 
Old Business:  The last meeting it was agreed we would have an Ice Cream Social 
fundraiser in June, but time ran short and this was not accomplished. After discussion, we 
have settled on September 7 as a possible date. Peni will send an inquiry to all our members 
at a future worship service to see how many volunteers we can expect to have for a 
successful fundraiser. 
 
Other Business:  After a summer break the next general meeting will be September 10 at 
9:30 am with Irene Bere giving the devotion. 
Amy Johnson closed the meeting at 10:20 am with prayer. 

 
                                                                    Respectfully submitted by Secretary, Amy Johnson 
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MISSION MINUTE      

JULY - 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is in contact  with presbyteries in states in the lower 
Midwest, where flooding and tornadoes have impacted communities and forced 
evacuations. 

Jim Kirk, PDA’s associate for disaster response in the United States, said that affected 
presbyteries were assessing flood damage brought on by heavy rainfall in the Missouri 
and Illinois River basins as well as the upper and middle portions of the Mississippi 
River basin. 

Kirk says PDA anticipates receiving “multiple” assistance grant requests. It’s possible, 
he said, that PDA National Volunteers will be deployed. 

The  briefing issued by the Federal Emergency Management Agency said that 
significant flooding continued to prompt evacuations and water rescues across central 
and eastern Oklahoma, where eight communities are under voluntary evacuations and 
one is under mandatory evacuation. In neighboring Arkansas, two communities are 
under evacuation. 

Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt requested an emergency declaration  for each of the state’s 
77 counties. 

Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson also declared a state of emergency for affected portions 
of that state. 

An emergency declaration for previous flooding has been approved in eight Montana 
counties, FEMA said. Declaration requests have been made for five counties plus the 
Nez Perce Reservation in Idaho and for 19 counties in North Dakota. 

Donations to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance’s General Relief and undesignated 
support may be made here. For disaster response gifts regarding U.S. flooding, note 
the account DR000191. 
 

 

Submitted by the Mission Committee 
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Till We Speak Again 
 JULY 2019 

 

 

Three cheers for the red, white & blue! Now is the time to celebrate the 

birth of our nation, but to do this we must also remember the men and 

women who made this possible and still keep us free. 

 

Over the past 243 years, both men and women have fought tyranny and 

injustice throughout the world for those who needed our help. But the 

saddest thing is the way our veterans are treated. Many are homeless and 

shunned by society because they are affected by PTSD. (from things they 

saw or had to do during battle). The “Wounded Warriors” are barely able to 

function because of loss of limbs, with limited help from this great nation. 

 

This is a perfect opportunity to show these people they are not forgotten by 

making it a priority to give to these organizations; As you would to any other 

mission, they are, after all, one of us. 

They are the ones who made this nation,  after all. They deserve our 

respect, love and help, not our pity or ambivalence. 

 

Just a little something to think about this 4th of July. 

 

                                                                                                              Millie 

 

                                                                

Thought for the day: “Remember; One Nation Under God”. 
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JULY PUZZLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 12 

RECIPE FOR JULY 

 

Strawberry Orange Pasta Salad 

 
 

Servings: 4 1 cup servings 

 

 

Ingredients 

2 C. Farfalle bow-tie pasta, uncooked 

1/3 C. Creamy poppyseed dressing 

¼ C. Mayonnaise 

¼ C. Sliced green onion 

1 11-oz. Can Mandarin oranges drained 

1 C. Sliced strawberries 

 

 

Directions 

 Cook pasta as directed on package; drain. Cool. 

  Mix dressing and mayonnaise in medium bowl. Add pasta 

and onions; toss to coat.  

 Gently stir in fruit. Serve immediately or cover and 

refrigerate until ready to serve. 
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR JULY 

“But the fruit of the Spirit in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  

Against such things there is no law.” 

Galatians 5:22-23 

 

““We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Vacant: Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Meg Simons,  

Church Secretary & Financial Secretary: Christi Partee 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                            Class of 2019                   Class of 2020                  Class of 2021 

                                              Sandy Erickson                    Irene Bere                   Faye Brackett 

                                            Pat Erlewine                       Vacancy                        Vacancy 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                           Class of 2019                    Class of 2020                 Class of 2021 

                                             Vicky Bair                        Meg Simons                Steve Broskovak                                                                                

                                              Vacancy                          Peni Lloyd                      Vacancy 
                                                                                                                     
 

 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


