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                                           by Rev. Mark Lenneville                                     

                                                             Being Connected 
Recently, I performed a funeral that had an unusual component. The family video taped the 

service and the internment. They sent copies of the tape to relatives who were either elderly or 
financially unable to travel to the ceremony. What a great idea! It helped those distant relatives 
share in the experience and helped keep the family connected during this emotional and trying time. 

But in a world that touts increases in connectivity, how connected are we really? Technology 
helps us “stay in touch” but does it help us be truly connected? Over the summer months my theme 
will be “connectedness.” Today is an overview. 

To whom or what are we connected? We are connected to a 1) spouse or significant other, 2) 
family, 3) extended family, 4) colleagues, 5) friends and 6) institutions/ideas. There are varying levels 
and intensities to our connections.  

There are six indicators of connectedness. When taken together these give an overall picture 
of our connectedness. These are defined as follows: 

Proximity: The physical proximity of one person to another person or situation. 
Frequency: The relative amount of time that is actually spent with that person or in that 

situation. 
Money/resources: The relative quantity of the money/resources a person voluntarily spends 

on another person or situation. 
Energy investment: The relative amount of physical, psychological, emotional or spiritual 

energy a person spends on another person or situation. 
Knowledge: The relative depth of knowledge of another person or situation. 
Comfort Level: The relative depth to which a person (s) is allowed to enter into another’s 

inner psyche, feelings, and thoughts. 
To get you started ask yourself, “How physically (geographically) close am I to my spouse or 

significant other?” “How often do I visit my relati ves?” “How much money do I spend on my 
support of a political idea?” “How much psychological energy do I invest in friends as opposed to a 
spouse?” “How well do I know my friends?” Or, “How comfortable am I with my extended family?”  

You can ask these questions about each of the people, things or ideas with whom or with 
which you might have a connection. By doing this you might discover that you have more knowledge 
of your friends than you have of your family or extended family. You might discover that overall; 
you are very connected to your work and not very connected to your spouse. You may know 
intuitively that you spend very little time and resources on institutions and a lot of your energy and 
thought on a child or relative.  

You might ask, “So what?” “Why go through this?” I have discovered that often when a 
person pauses and does an assessment such as this he or she has an Ah-Ha moment and realizes that 
what he or she says is important is, in fact, not very important at all and vice versa.  This then gives 
the person information in order to make decisions about how he or she will spend his or her time and 
energy in this life.  

Jesus talks about being totally connected to God, which we are. Everything else demands our 
prioritization. Over the next few Connection articles, we’ll take a look at what this means and 
hopefully empower you to make some important life decisions that will help you be connected to 
people and things in a life-affirming and healthy way. May God bless you in your journey towards 
self-knowledge. Stay cool.  
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CHURCH USHERS AND GREETERS 
July  6 –  Sandy Erickson, Shirley Jensen, Harry & Mirta Van Gorden  
July 13 -  Bob & Betty Hobbs, Betty Aaron & Laura Lenneville 
July 20 –  Jack Kunath, Esther Roberts, Bill & Mary Kerr 
July 27 -  Bob & Arabella Richardson, Sandy Erickson & Rebecca Walker 
 

WEST ENTRANCE GREETER 
Bob Richardson & Irene Bere 

 

PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.-2007 
July  6      Trinity, Little Rock                                                                   Spring River, Hardy 
July  13    First, Bentonville                                                               Westminster, Little Rock 
July  20    First, Conway                                                                             First, Prairie Grove 
July  27    First, Morrilton                                                                               First, Springdale 
   

PLEASE NOTIFY IRENE BERE  IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO  SHOULD BE 
ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
• Every Monday– 8:00 p.m.– Alcoholics Anonymous meet in Christian Education room. 
 
• Every Thursday– 10:00a.m. to 11:00a.m.– Fellowship Hour in Memorial Hall hosted  

by Norm Hockley.  
 
• Friday, July 4– Office Closed in observance of Independence Day.  
 
• Sunday, July 6– Communion Worship Service and After Church Fellowship.  
      The hosts will be: Joe & Darcy Burghard, Jean Lyon, Betty Mentlewicz and Norm 
      Hockley.  Don’t forget to sign the “We Care” cards for our sick and shut in friends 
      and family. 
 
• Sunday, July 13– Rev. Mark preaches at the White River/Bull Shoals Lake State Park 

at 8:00 a.m.  
 
• Wednesday, July 16– 1:30 p.m.– Deacons meet in Christian Education room.  
 
• Friday, July 18– 9:30 a.m.– Session meeting in Christian Education room. 
 
• Friday and Saturday, July 25 and 26– Gamma House work days!   
 
• Thursday, July 31– NO CHOIR PRACTICE until August 28.  
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LIBRARY LINES 
The book of the month is JUST LIKE US by Max Lucado. 

“God loves you just the way you are, but he refuses to leave you there.  He wants you to 
be just like Jesus.  Jesus felt no guilt; God wants you to feel no guilt.  Jesus had no bad 
habits; God wants to do away with yours.  Jesus had no fears; God wants the same for 
you.  Jesus had no anxiety about death; you needn’t either.   God’s desire, his plan, his  
ultimate goal is to make you into the image of Christ.  But how does this change occur?  
And why does the change seem so slow?  If God wants me to be just like Jesus, why do I 
still seem just like me?’ 
 

This book helps answer these questions and helps you to understand God’s wonderful 
ways of transformation.  

Take some time and look over the new non-fiction books displayed on the book cart 
located against the wall in the Children’s Library. 

Enjoy the books this summer.  Faye and Vivian, Librarians    
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CHECK IT OUT!  
 

We now have a website. Go to www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com and check us 
out. Our Worship service, announcements, pictures, church calendar, weather, church 
policies, links to other sites,  contact information, and much more are on the site or will 
be soon. Help us keep you informed by giving Debbie, Church Secretary, the information 
you need posted. Help us to make this site user friendly by giving Debbie ideas, pictures, 
jokes and cartoons. Most of all, share this site with others so they will go to it and check 
out our church.  

Thanks, Evangelism Committee. 
 

Did you know you can get daily lectionary readings in your e-mail box every 
day?  The PCUSA website has this available for anyone to subscribe to. Just 
go to http://www.pcusa.org/devotions/lectionary/index.htm  and sign up!  
 
We are also part of the Synod of the sun, based in Irving Texas. Ten Presbyteries make up 
the Synod of the Sun. Every member should be receiving the newsletter called “The 
Presbyterian Sun”. If you are not, please contact Vicky Bair and she will submit your 
name and address for this bi-monthly newsletter. To check out the Synod of the Sun go to 
www.synodsun.com    

 
*WELCOME TO THE FAMILY! *  

On Sunday, June 22, Nancy Soares of Lakeview became a new member by 
Reaffirmation of Faith.   
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 MISSION MINUTE 
By Faye Brackett 

 LOUISVILLE PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

“In response to disciples’ question “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

Jesus tells several parables illustrating the humility of a child, accountability in leading 
others, compassion for even one lost soul, and righteous confrontation. Jesus concludes 
by assuring us, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them” (Matt. 18:1-20). 

                    When people come together in Christ’s name, wonderful kingdom-of-heaven 
transformation can take place.  Consider the results of the following intersections when 
Christ is present:   A congregation, a minister, or an individual identifies someone with 
spiritual and practical gifts for ministry and encourages that person to develop those gifts 
through theological education.  A seminarian offers his or her developing ministerial 
skills in a church setting and provides needed leadership.  In the process, the seminarian 
is nurtured and shaped for lifelong ministry.  Students take action against poverty 
because their classroom experiences have awakened them to an understanding of justice 
and reconciliation. Relying on lessons from her pastoral care course, a pastor helps a 
congregation member live through the death of a loved one.  An elderly couple and a 
financial adviser plan a life gift that will support the church’s commitment to the work of 
Christ for years to come. 
                      Louisville Seminary invites you to join with others in continuing the redemptive 
ministry of Christ.  Theological education needs more kingdom-of-heaven discipleship 
initiated by individuals who come together in Christ’s name.”  
(article taken from the 2008 Mission Year book found in the reference section of the 
library.) 
Our church continues to support theological education through our mission fund. 

Submitted by Faye Brackett, Mission Co-Chair 
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HAMMERS, NAILS AND HANDYMAN’S TALES 
By : Jack Kunath 

   

 

 

POWDER POST BEETLES 

  Some of the congregation may be aware that the wood trim in the sanctuary had been 
infested with a small wood eating beetle called the Powder Post Beetle. This is not an 
unusual situation. 

  The small holes you may see in the wood surface are the exit holes of the adult beetle.  
The larvae which do the actual damage go through their life cycles inside of the wood. 

  In research on the internet it seems that the beetle was probably introduced through 
infested lumber and the beetle population increased with the volume of the wood food 
supply. 

  There is no reason to be overly concerned as Hopper Termite Control treated all of the 
wood in early 1995. 

  Recent discussions with Hopper Termite Control indicate that we should be observant 
but not to over react.  There is no reason at this time to replace all of the damaged wood 
trim including all of the wood in the pulpit area which would be very costly and only 
serve as a cosmetic remedy. Some door casing trim may be replaced in the future. 

  Holes in one window casing will be patched and matching color wood stain will be 
applied where needed. 

Property Committee Moderator, Jack Kunath 
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DEACONS CORNER 
                                        

                                             GAMMA HOUSE UPDATE  
 
 
The Deacons have adopted the Gamma House, a shelter  for homeless women and children, 
and we will continue to collect monetary donations till Sunday July 13, 2008. Be sure to mark  
on the checks for Gamma House, so Dick knows where it goes. On July 13 we will have a 
blessing for Gamma House at which time we will dedi cate our efforts and money collected to 
God.    On Friday, July 25th and Saturday July 26 th we will work on the room that the church 
has chosen to do. We will be doing the walls, floor  and anything else that needs to be done to 
the room. 

We do need people to sign up when they can work and  this will help Sandy Erickson 
 (870-431-4549) know, so that she can get what we n eed to work with. 

 
 
 
 
 

THANKS FOR YOUR SPECIAL KINDNESS…  
To all, 

Thank you for all your prayers and well wishes. 
Richard & Bonnie Reeves 

 
 
 
 
 

RECIPE FOR PRESERVING CHILDREN  
1 grassy field                        Pinch of brook 
3 small dogs                         some pebbles 
1/2 doz. Children                 a few flowers 

Mix Children and the dogs well together; put them in the field, stirring constantly. 
Pour the brook over the pebbles. Sprinkle the field with flowers. Spread over all a deep, 
blue sky and bake in warm sun. When brown, remove and set away to cool in bathtub. 

Submitted by Jean Holland and Randi Saba 
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 A MESSAGE FROM THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE  

Recently the Personnel Committee and PNC held a joint meeting to perform an end of 
the year performance evaluation of our pastor Rev. Lenneville. This had to be done prior 
to extending another one year contract to Rev. Mark. 

  The committees unanimously voted to retain Rev. Mark and to extend his contract.  One 
of the outcomes of this evaluation was a discussion of Rev. Marks “free” time. 

   Rev. Marks Terms of Call spell out that his Call is a bi-vocational ministry.  In other 
words, Rev. Mark’s Terms of Call and contract recognize and acknowledge that he will 
maintain a non-church business activity in addition to his pastoral responsibilities in our 
church.  Maintaining the pastoral responsibilities to our church is a major task in itself! 

  The reason all of this is being brought to your attention is that Mondays and Tuesdays 
are supposed to be Rev. Mark’s days off.  This being said, it is respectfully requested that 
Rev. Mark is given these days as “his time”. Certainly, if an emergency were to arise, 
Rev. Mark would want to be notified, but please respect these days as his personal time 
away from the church. 

  We all needed time away from our regular work activities in order to restore our 
energies as we all know from life experiences.  
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SESSION COMMITTEE MODERATORS  
& CO-MODERATORS  

Music/Choir & Sound                        Lynn Kunath & Al Holtkamp 
 

Worship                                  Arabella Richardson & JoAnn James 
 

Membership                                                        Vicky Bair   
        
Fellowship & Welcome                    Tywllah Schauer &  Irene Bere 
 

Finance                                                       Peni Lloyd &  Bob Wiles 
 

Missions                                                  Vicky Bair & Faye Brackett 
  
Property                                                   Jack Kunath &  Bob Wiles 
  
Memorial Hall/Kitchen            Tywllah Schauer & Elaine Matejka 
                   
Evangelism                             Harry Van Gorden & Deb Holtkamp 
 
Christian Education                           Shirley Jensen & Randi Saba 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The  good Lord didn't create anything without a purpose,  
but mosquitoes come close.    

—submitted by Faye Brackett 
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~~~~NOTES FROM SESSION~~~~ 
Session Minutes will be posted on the bulletin board in the office and on the church 
website after they are approved. You may come by to read them or we will make a copy if 
you wish. In the newsletter we will let you know the actions taken by the session at the 
previous meeting. All session meetings are open to the whole congregation for 
observation. You may address the session by letting the Clerk (Vicky Bair) know in 
advance and she will put you on the agenda. You may have a voice but no vote on actions. 
Remember that everyone is invited to be on any committee they feel called to serve on 
(where you do have a voice and vote as a member of this church). Committees bring 
items to the session for vote. 
 

May 16, 2008 
 

 
It was voted to welcome AL & Debra Holtkamp of Bull Shoals, Arkansas into 
membership by reaffirmation of faith. 
 
It was voted to use the CPA for oversight of our financial accounts and not for financial 
recordkeeping.  
 
It was voted to appoint Shirley Jensen as Moderator of Christian Education Committee.  
 
It was voted to approve the 2008 Mission recommendations. 
 
It was voted that the Capital Building/Renovation Fund be used to pay for repair of the 
Air Conditioning unit servicing Memorial Hall. 
 
It was voted to use the Capital Building/Renovation Fund to pay for an ongoing 
preventative maintenance contract with Central Heating & Cooling of Mountain Home 
for the church’s heating & cooling units. 
 
It was voted to approve $1500 be put in the 2008 budget for the Secretary’s continuing 
education.  
 
It was voted to Call a Congregational Meeting for the Purpose of dissolving the Pastor 
Nominating Committee on Sunday, June 1, 2008 in Memorial Hall immediately after 
Worship Service.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 11 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals 

903 Walnut, P.O. Box 687   

Bull Shoals, AR.  72619  (870) 445-4622 

presch@bullshoals.net 

www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com   

THIS WE BELIEVE 
July 

Now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see  face to face.  
1 Corinthians 13:12 

 
                                                             ~MISSION STATEMENT~ 
“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of  Jesus Christ and spiritually led to guide 

all people to be active doers of the Word” 
                                       Approved by Session on November 16,2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Minister: Rev. Mark Lenneville-Stated Supply 

Church Secretary: Debbie Heroux 

Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair 

Church Treasurer: Peni Lloyd 

Financial Secretary: Dick Sass 

Asst. Financial Secretary: Elaine Miller 

 

                                                                        DEACONS 

    Class of 2008             Class of 2009          Class of 2010    

                                         Bill Kerr              Mary Ann Smith            Jini Sass 

                                        Irene Bere             Elaine Matejka           Gloria Wiles 

                                    Sandy Erickson        Pat Erlewine             Eileen Stewart          
 

                                                                       THE SESSION 

    Class of 2008             Class of 2009          Class of 2010  

                                 Arabella Richardso n     Lynn Kunath             Bob Wiles 

                                       Vicky Bair                Jack Kunath          Tywllah Schauer 

                                       Mary Kerr                Dolores Heroux      Harry Van Gorden 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

             

 

 

8pm-AA 

 1   
Happy Birthday 
Faye Brackett 

2 3   

 

 

4 
Independence Day 

Office Closed 

5 
Happy Anniversary 
Bill & Ada Jeffrey 

6     

 

Communion 
After Church 
Fellowship 

7  
Happy Birthday 

Dorie Ulmer 
 
 
 
 

8pm– AA 

8 
      

9 
Happy Anniversary 
Bill & Mary Kerr 

 

10 
 

11  
Happy Anniversary 

Tom & Linda 
Rensing 

 

12 
Happy Birthday 

Bill Meyers  
 Troy Perrin 

13 
Rev. Mark 
preaches at  
State Park 

 
Happy Birthday 
Esther Roberts 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
8pm– AA 

15 
 

16 
1:30 Deacons mtg.  
 
Happy Birthday 
Ray Erlewine 

 

17  
 

18  
9:30 Session 
 
 
Happy Birthday 
Ciera Haefer 

19 
 
 

20 
 

21 
  
 
 
 
 

8pm– AA 

22 
Happy Birthday 

Paul Smith 
Bill North 

23 
Happy Birthday 

Dr. Roger Simons 

24 
  

25 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8pm-AA 

29 30 
Happy Birthday 

Vicky Bair,  
Pearl Docauer 

31 
No Choir practice 

  

                             

JULY  2008      
 

EVERY Thursday   10 a.m.—11 a.m.       Coffee Fellowship                     
EVERY Thursday   7:30 p.m.—8:30p.m.  Choir Practice  


