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Presbyterian ‘Connection’      
JANUARY 2020 

 

 
Did you hear about Good Riddance Day? Probably not unless you 
happen to live in New York City on December 28, 2009. It was Good 
Riddance Day in Times Square.  Organizers encouraged people to 
write their grievances down and then throw the lists into shredders 
symbolizing the act of letting go of painful memories, bad 
experiences, foolish mistakes, bad relationships, dumb choices, and 
long-held grudges that had been gunking up their insides. 
Participants could use a sledgehammer in case the shredder didn’t 
provide enough emotional release.  

There is something almost irresistible about the idea of “out with the 
old, in with the new.” Sometimes we need to say “good riddance” to 
the pain and hurt of the past. To do that we’re going to have to find 
the courage to let go of our anger, say farewell to our bitterness, and 
cast off our malice toward those who have hurt us deeply. We must 
learn to forgive. Until we do that we can never go forward. As long 
as we live in the past, we will be chained to the past, and the people 
who have hurt us deeply win a double victory-once when they hurt 
us the first time and twice when we refuse to let go and move on. 
”We all struggle with broken relationships, loved ones we’ve lost, 
people who have hurt us, painful words, deceitful actions, friends 
who turn against us, and unkind words said about us or our loved 
ones.  

 

Today’s the chance to say Good Riddance to something... and I’m 
making quite a list!!! 

http://www.timessquarealliance.com/nye/nye_goodriddance.html
http://www.timessquarealliance.com/nye/nye_goodriddance.html
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship 

on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 

Memorial Hall! 

 
 

November Income - $1,975.00 

November Expenses - $3,351.34 

 

Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. is Adult Bible School, 

following Worship. Lead by Dr. Roger Simons. 

    CHURCH CHUCKLES 

 

 Did Eve ever have a date with Adam? 

No, just an apple…. 

FOR ALL MY VERY DEAR FRIENDS, AT WHAT I CAN 

STILL CALL  “MY CHURCH”. 

I MISS ALL OF OUR BIBLE STUDIES, POT LUCK, 

CHURCH SERVICES AND ALL OF THE OTHER 

ACTIVITIES WE ENJOYED DOING TOGETHER.  

YOU ARE IN MY THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS ALWAYS.  

THANK YOU FOR ALL THE LOVING CARDS YOU HAVE 

SENT. THEY LIFT ME UP WHEN I SEE THEM.  

I CONSIDER US, ‘TRUE FRIENDS’. 

I PRAY THE LORD WILL FIND A NEW PASTOR TO LEAD 

YOU. 

GOD’S BLESSING TO ALL. 

                                                LOVE, 

                                               BETTY AARON 

CANCELLATIONS DUE TO WEATHER POLICY 

If the weather indicates the need to cancel Worship 
Services on Sunday, please listen to KTLO or visit 
KTLO.com to see if we have called in a cancellation. If 
during the week, check to see if Flippin Schools have 
cancelled; If so, the office will be closed. 
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WORSHIP IN JANUARY 
 
 

JANUARY 5th 

Jer. 31:7-14; Ps. 147; 12-20 

Eph. 1:3-14 & John 1;1-18 

COMMUNION 
 
 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 12th 

Isa. 42:1-9; Ps. 29 

Acts 10:34-43 & Matthew 3:13-17 

BRUNCH POTLUCK 

 

 

 

JANUARY 19th 

Isa. 49;1-7; Ps. 40:1-11 

1 Cor. 1:1-9 & John 1:29-42 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 26th 

Isa. 9:1-4; Ps. 27:1, 4-9 

1 Cor. 1:10-18 & Matthew 4:12-23 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

January 5  - Dr. Roger Simons                                                        No Communion in Jan. 

January 12 - Mary Kerr 

January 19 - Irene Bere 

January 26 - Sandy Erickson 

 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2019 

January 5  - Not yet posted 

January 12 -  

January 19 -  

January 26 -  

 

 

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTIFY SANDY ERICKSON IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

 
January 9 - Mary Kerr                                                                  No February Birthdays                                    

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
January 28 - Ray & Pat Erlewine                                                No February Anniversaries 
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  LIBRARY LINES - JANUARY 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

One Solitary Life 

 
He was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant. He grew up in another village, where he worked in a 

carpenter shop until he was 30. Then, for three years, he was an itinerant preacher. 

 

He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never had a family or owned a home. He didn't go to 

college. He never lived in a big city. He never traveled 200 miles from the place where he was born. He did none 

of the things that usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but himself. 

 

He was only 33 when the tide of public opinion turned against him. His friends ran away. One of them denied 

him. He was turned over to his enemies and went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed to a cross 

between two thieves. While he was dying, his executioners gambled for his garments, the only property he had 

on earth. When he was dead, he was laid in a borrowed grave, through the pity of a friend. 

 

Twenty centuries have come and gone, and today he is the central figure of the human race. I am well within the 

mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the parliaments that ever 

sat, all the kings that ever reigned--put together--have not affected the life of man on this earth as much as that 

one, solitary life.* 

 

                               *Attributed to James Allen Francis.                    
              Faye Brackett, Librarian 

FROM THE DESK OF THE CHURCH TREASURER 

November Report for the January Connection Issue 

 

For the month of October our congregation has once again been most generous. Three Hundred Dollars was given 

to our “Building Maintenance Fund”. That means that our air conditioner problem causing the mold in the sanctuary 

was also covered by this fund. Hopefully nothing more will pop up and we can make headway on our long list of 

other projects to get our building back up to snuff. We have a beautiful facility and sadly,  like us and most things, 

it’s starting to show its age. Your Session is trying to stay on top of these things and with your help it makes it a 

little easier. Thank you to those who will give in the future. Even if you are unable to contribute monetarily, please 

pray for this Church and everyone in it.  

Remember, you are all “Loved”!! 

                                                                                                                                               Meg Simons - Treasurer 
 

*This was submitted too late for publication in last month’s Connection. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE CHURCH TREASURER 

December Report for the January Connection Issue 

 

For the month of November, an additional $25.00 was given to our building Repair & Maintenance fund. That’s $25.00 more 

than we had. We have had another minor setback; we have two trees in our Meditation Garden that must come down. One is 

uprooted (ball and all) and leaning on another tree. Another tree is dead and will follow suit very quickly with these torrential 

rains and extreme winds of late. We are getting estimates for their removal, but as you know, this is not cheap. This will eat up 

the remaining balance in our fund and then some. This puts our list of repairs off again. This is a dangerous situation and that 

tree could fall at any time, and hopefully no one will be in the garden.  

Also, the swing donated by Fred & Norma Taylor needs to be stripped and re-weather proofed before it gets any further 

damage. They were a big part of this Church family for many, many years and this is a way we can honor them. If you can 

help in any way on either project, thank you! 

If you are unable to help monetarily, please pray for our Church and all those in it; the congregation, guest ministers, choir, 

pianist, secretary, custodian, Sunday school teacher, Bible Study Leader, Elders, Deacons, and don’t forget yourself.  

Let the Lord speak to your heart and maybe lead you into ways of helping that no one has thought of yet. 

Remember, “You are all loved”!! 

                                                                                                                                                                    Meg Simons, 

                                                                                                                                                                    Treasurer 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING CARD FROM MARY LOU GUTHRIE 

 

 

Happy Thanksgiving to you all. It is always good to hear from you. Sorry I’m so slow on the correspondence. Old 

man winter is upon us! It turned cold and we had 7 inches of snow. So the kids had fun playing in it once school 

was cancelled. I will be spending the holiday with family. Thank you for thinking of me and have a blessed 

holiday. I am doing ok.                                                                                 

                                                                                              - Love, Mary Lou Guthrie 

THANK YOU CARD FROM PAT & RAY ERLEWINE 

 

 

Thank you for the cards,  gifts & well wishes you gave Ray & I on moving. We are slowly getting settled.  

Wishing everyone Happy Holidays! 

 

                                                                                                                                             God Bless, 

                                                                                                                                           Pat & Ray 
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MISSION MINUTE      

JANUARY - 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

As a high school senior, Devon Kelly had no place to call home and little hope. 

Beginning at age 14, he slept wherever he could find a place to lay his head. He stayed 
with cousins, friends, his grandmother, and his aunt. Sometimes he spent the night 
outdoors on a park bench. His mother’s struggles with mental illness and other  medical 
issues had diminished her ability to care for Devon and his brother. 

“Growing up on Chicago’s South Side was really tough,” he said. “By the time I was 18, 
I had lost several family members to gun violence. I had lost other family members to 
the judicial system. Honestly, I thought I was going to be another statistic.” 

However, his entire outlook, and his life, began to change when he encountered an 
admissions representative from Stillman College, a historically black college 
in  Tuscaloosa, AL, affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), at his high school. 

Devon assumed he “didn’t have any hope of going to college.” However, his mind 
changed after a “heart-touching conversation” that started with … POP TARTS®. 
Devon bumped into a Stillman admissions representative at a POP TARTS® vending 
machine in his school. 

“At this time, I didn’t like POP TARTS®, but now I believe this was the Lord’s way of 
leading me to a bigger plan for my life,” Devon said. 

And as we all know, the Lord moves in mysterious ways … 

That said, Devon began to imagine Stillman as a place where he could succeed. And 
he did. 

He found hope. He found his future. 

Today, Devon is pursuing a master’s in social work at the University of Alabama,  and 
he has his sights set on helping children and youth, who like him, have faced  severe 
adversity. 

“Stillman has made me the person I am today, the desire I have for other people to  do 
well, the professionalism I carry, and the desire to show the love of God, the love of 
Christ.” 

Devon’s life-changing journey to Stillman was possible because of its relatively low 
tuition and generous financial aid packages. Gifts to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s 
Christmas Joy Offering help Stillman reach out to students like Devon. 

The Christmas Joy Offering helps others like Devon find hope, and perhaps a better 
future. The Christmas Joy Offering is a reflection of the perfect gift — the love of God, 
the love of Christ. 
 

Submitted by the Mission Committee 
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Till We Speak Again 
 JANUARY 2020 

 

 

Happy New Year!!!  I do hope you had a joyous Christmas Season. I know I did. 
Emma, Bernice and I went somewhere warm and happy. We went to Disney World, 
Universal Studios and Sea World. I’ll bet we were a sight to behold; three old women 
acting like children wearing Mickey Mouse ears, hugging characters and riding rides. 
We must be going through our 2nd childhood. It sure felt good to cut loose!! 

 

We jumped at the opportunity to make the trip and had a blast with the choices we 
made. 

 

Many people don’t know the difference between choice and opportunities. Choice are 
things like what should we eat or wear. Opportunity is a little more complicated. It is 
the chance to open up ourselves to new experiences, places, jobs and attitudes. 

 

I hope the new year brings you many opportunities to make a difference in your life 
and the lives of those around you. Sometimes opportunity only knocks once; don’t let 
it get away. 

 

                                                         Millie 

 

Thought for the Day:  Do good today for there may be no tomorrow. 
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JANUARY PUZZLE 
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RECIPE FOR JANUARY 
 

Cabbage Roll Soup 

 
Cabbage Roll Soup recipe is a delicious dinner recipe that will warm your belly on a cold and crisp fall 

day. This is the ultimate comfort food! 

Prep Time 15 minutes  

Cook Time 30 minutes  

Servings 6  

Calories 213.01 kcal  

 

 

Ingredients 
 2 tsp. vegetable oil 

 1 lb. lean ground beef 

 salt and pepper 

 1 medium yellow onion diced finely 

 2 cloves garlic minced 

 4 cups chopped green cabbage 

 2 medium carrots quartered and sliced 

 4 cups low-sodium beef broth 

 3 8 oz. cans tomato sauce 

 1/2 cup white rice uncooked 

 1 bay leaf 

 3 tbsp. light brown sugar 
2 tbsp. fresh chopped parsley 

 

 
 

Instructions 
1. In a dutch oven or large soup pot, heat oil over medium-high heat and add ground beef. 

2. Season ground beef with salt and pepper as desired and cook until browned. 

3. Add diced onion and minced garlic and cook for another 2-3 minutes, until onions are tender. 

4. Add in chopped cabbage, carrots, tomato sauce, beef broth, white rice, bay leaf, and brown sugar and 

stir to combine. 

5. Bring soup to a simmer and let cook for about 25 minutes, until rice is tender. 

Take out the bay leaf and sprinkle with chopped parsley. 
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR JANUARY 

“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“2 Corinthians 1:2” 

 

 

““We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Vacant: Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Meg Simons,  

Church Secretary, Asst. Treasure & Financial Secretary: Christi Partee 

 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                            Class of 2020                  Class of 2021              Class of 2022 

                                                Irene Bere                    Faye Brackett                Vacancy 

                                             Vacancy                          Vacancy 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                           Class of 2020                 Class of 2021                Class of 2022 

                                            Meg Simons                 Steve Broskovak                 Vicky Bair                                                                           

                                            Peni Lloyd                        Vacancy 
                                                                                                                     
 

 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


