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The Gospel for Year C 
 
The Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts are closely related. Written by the same author and 

for the same purpose, both were addressed to a Christian named Theophilus and were designed for the purpose 
of presenting to him a complete and well authenticated narrative of the early history of the Christian movement. 
In the introductory paragraph of the gospel, Luke tells us that many lives of Jesus were written on the basis of 
eyewitness reports. He does not find these narratives satisfactory in all respects and so has set himself the task 
of examining the records and writing a new account that will establish for all interested parties the certainty of 
the things about which Christians were instructed. 
The first paragraph in Luke's gospel is especially informative to readers of the New Testament, for it describes 
the way in which the two narratives attributed to Luke came to be written. Luke evaluated the materials he 
wanted to use and then supplemented them in whatever manner seemed to him to be the most appropriate. In 
writing his gospel, he did not simply piece together bits of information that he gathered from different sources; 
rather, his own contributions include selecting and organizing these materials, along with whatever interpretation 
was necessary to make a complete and unified narrative. 
We can be quite certain that Luke made use of at least three different sources: the Gospel of Mark, the Q 
source, or "The Sayings of Jesus," and a third source that is usually designated as L to distinguish it from other 
biographies. The Gospel of Matthew may have existed by the time Luke wrote his account, but nothing indicates 
that Luke knew anything about Matthew or made any use of it. Luke was a companion of Paul, and he was quite 
familiar with the different interpretations of the life of Jesus held by different groups within the Christian 
community. His purpose was to minimize the differences between the various groups and thus promote harmony 
within the church. He was aware, too, of the criticisms concerning Christianity that were being made by people 
who were outside the church, and he especially wanted to make an effective reply to those who claimed that 
Jesus was a revolutionist and hence an enemy of the Roman government. By giving to his readers an authentic 
account of the life and teachings of Jesus, Luke could show that the charges made against Jesus were false. He 
was quite sure that if people knew of the kind and sympathetic way in which Jesus met individuals, they would 
be won by the attractive power of Jesus' wonderful personality. Luke possessed rare ability as a writer, and it 
has often been said that his gospel is the most appealing of all those in the New Testament. 
In the opening chapters of the gospel, Luke relates a number of stories having to do with the birth and childhood 
of Jesus, including the announcements made to Zechariah and to Mary concerning the births of John and of 
Jesus, and the story of the shepherds watching their flocks at night who came to worship the newborn child. We 
also have accounts of the journey of Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem and of the child being wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and placed in a manger "because there was no room for them in the inn." After eight days, the 
child was circumcised, and later he was blessed by Simeon and by Anna. These stories are not reported in the 
other Gospels, and we cannot be sure whether Luke learned about them from an older source or from oral 
traditions. Luke also recorded the only story we have in the New Testament about Jesus' boyhood. When Jesus 
was twelve years old, he went to Jerusalem with his parents to attend the Feast of Passover. On the way home, 
when his parents discovered that he was not with them, they returned to the Temple and found him involved in a 
profound discussion with prominent Jewish rabbis. 
After the introductory chapters, Luke follows the outline of events as they are recorded in the Gospel of Mark. 
However, he does not follow Mark's narrative as closely as Matthew does. Occasionally, he leaves out some 
material and substitutes an item of his own. For example, he substitutes an illustration of Jesus' preaching in the 
synagogue at Nazareth in place of Jesus' proclamation at the beginning of his Galilean ministry. 
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Con’t from previous pg…. 

 
 
 
Luke includes a considerable number of Jesus' teachings that are not recorded in the other Gospels. If he 
and Matthew both used the same source Q, evidently Luke used more material from it than did Matthew. In 
Luke alone we find the parables of the Good Samaritan, the Publican and the Pharisee who went to the 
Temple to pray, the rich man and Lazarus, the lost coin, the prodigal son, the unjust steward, the rich fool 
who would tear down his barns and build greater barns in order that he might store his goods, and the 
story of Zacchaeus, who climbed a tree in order that he might see Jesus. Each of these parables and 
stories illustrates what Luke regards as an essential characteristic of Jesus' work. Jesus was not trying to 
raise opposition to the Roman government, nor was he lacking in sympathy or understanding of those 
whom the Jews regarded as foreigners. He places the highest value on good character regardless of a 
person's race or nationality. For example, although many Jews looked with disfavor on the Samaritans, 
Luke emphasizes that of the ten lepers whom Jesus healed, only the one who was a Samaritan expressed 
his gratitude for what Jesus had done. And again in the parable of the man who fell among thieves on the 
road to Jericho, a Samaritan befriended the man and saw to it that he was given proper care. 
Throughout his gospel, Luke emphasizes the fact that Jesus was a friend not only to Jews but to 
Samaritans and to so-called outcasts from different races and nationalities. Chapters 9–18 are often 
referred to as Luke's "long insertion," for in them he departs from the sequence of events in Mark and 
introduces a section that includes much of the most valued portions of Jesus' teachings. Here, we have a 
report of Jesus sending out the "seventy" to carry the message of the kingdom to different places. The 
number "seventy" is especially significant: In the Jewish Torah, the number refers to all the nations of the 
earth. Luke wants to make it clear that Jesus' mission is for all humankind and not just for the Jews. In the 
story that describes the conversation between Jesus and Zacchaeus, we have the statement "For the Son 
of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." And in the introductory chapters of the gospel where 
Luke, like Matthew, traces the genealogy of Jesus, we find the same emphasis on the universality of Jesus' 
mission. Matthew traces the ancestry back to Abraham, who is regarded as the father of the Hebrew 
people; Luke traces it back to Adam, the father of all humanity. 
In reporting Jesus' discourses with his disciples concerning the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the 
world, Luke does not emphasize the nearness of the event as the other evangelists do. Toward the end of 
the gospel, he describes the events leading up to the crucifixion, stressing the point of Jesus' innocence of 
any wrongdoing toward either Jews or the Roman government. Pilate, the Roman governor, declares 
Jesus innocent of any crime, and a Roman centurion protests Jesus' execution with the words, "Surely this 
was a righteous man." 
The gospel closes with an account of the resurrection and the subsequent meetings of Jesus with the 
disciples and others. As two men are walking to the village of Emmaus, Jesus joins them, but the men do 
not recognize Jesus until he sits at a table with them and blesses the food that they are about to eat. Later, 
Jesus meets with the eleven disciples in Jerusalem and overcomes their suspicions by showing his hands 
and feet to them. They cook some fish, and Jesus partakes of the food with them. Then follows a farewell 
discourse to the disciples, during which Jesus gives them instruction concerning what they should do. 
Afterward, they go together as far as Bethany, and after blessing the disciples, Jesus departs from them.  
—Wikipedia 
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

 

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship 

on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 

Memorial Hall! 

          

 

 

             November Income - $2,415.00 
 

         November Expenses - $12,657.02 

 

 

THURSDAYS, FROM 11:00 A.M. TO NOON IN 

MEMORIAL HALL. MEN & WOMEN WELCOME. 

                                           CHURCH CHUCKLES 

 

The Sunday School teacher asked, 

"Now, Johnny, tell me, do you say your 

prayers before eating?" "No sir," he 

replied, "We don't have to. My mom is a 

good cook!"  
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WORSHIP IN JANUARY 

 
 

January 6th 

Ephesians 3:1-12 & Matthew 2:1-12 

COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

January 13th 

Acts 8:14-17 & Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

POT LUCK FOLLOWS WORSHIP 

  

 

 

 

 

January 20th 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 & John 2:1-11 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

 

         

 

January 27th 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 & Luke 4:14-21 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

January   6 - Faye Brackett & Dr. Simons                             Faye Brackett & Dr. Simons 

January 13 - Sandy Erickson 

January 20 - Irene Bere 

January 27 - Sandy Erickson 

 

 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2019 

January   6 - Not listed online yet. 

January 13 -  

January 20 -  

January 27 -  

 
 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   
 

January                                                                        February 
January  9 - Mary Kerr                                                                    No February Birthdays 
January 19 - Bob Hobbs 
 
 
 
                                                                               
                                    
 
 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  
January 28 - Ray & Pat Erlewine                                                  No February Anniversaries 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN & MEN 

 

 

 

 PWM General Meeting, Tuesday, December 11, 2019, 9:30 am 

 

Seven members were present for our last monthly meeting of 2018.  Thank-you to Irene Bere for delicious cakes and coffee and to Mary 
Kerr who always provides a toast of eggnog each year-end.   Our moderator, Peni Lloyd was not with us today so Amy Johnson was acting 
Moderator and brought the meeting to order at 10 AM after our refreshments.  Pastor Cindy Saul opened with prayer.  Ada Jeffrey read us 
“The Birthday Story”, one of a selection of saved Christmas readings from her husband Bill's files. Some tears were shed – tears of joy.  
Mary also read a note from Peni saying Merry Christmas to all and thank-you for helping her make it through this difficult year. 
 
Reports:  Secretary Amy asked for any corrections or changes to the November minutes.  There were none so the minutes will be filed and 
posted on the PWM bulletin Board.  Irene volunteered to bring us a devotion at our next meeting in March.  One correspondence was noted, 
a Christmas and thank you card from Vera Lloyd Presbyterian Family Services for our support throughout the year. 
 
Treasurer, Mary presented her latest report with a beginning balance on December 1 of $1774.18 with $87 in total receipts and $833.02 in 
total disbursements to leave a balance on December 4 of $1028.16.  Details of the report may be read which is posted on the PWM bulletin 
board.  All of our goals for donations to ministries we support were met completely this year.  We have a surplus of $528.16 if a need or 
needs arise. 
 
Announcements:  Pastor Cindy extended an invitation to everyone present today to join us and to bring guests to our church for its 
Christmas Eve service of Nine Lessons and Carols, at 4 PM on December 24. Pastor Cindy also informed those present of plans for our 
session to begin a visioning process of the next 3 to 5 years.  She has asked that PWM have a say in that process.  It was suggested that 
we should discuss this at our March meeting and possibly send a representative from PWM as spokesperson. 
 
Publicity: Vicky Bair was not present but gave Amy a positive response that she would like to continue in this role in 2019.  She will continue 
to send announcements to the Mountaineer Echo and possibly again to Baxter Bulletin.  She has not been providing announcements for our 
church bulletin insert so that will have to be clarified at our first 2019 meeting. 
 
Best Choice Mailings:  Linda Allensworth has recently submitted 1000 Best Choice products' bar codes for a $30 reimbursement along with a 
coupon from Best Choice for an extra “free once yearly” $30 credit.  A check for $60 should come directly to our treasurer.  Linda will be able 
to send another 1000 bar codes in 2019 with a new coupon once more bar codes are collected.  She has several friends outside the church 
collecting for us, as does Ada.  Thanks to all who clip and save those for PWM. 
 
Missions:  There was discussion of dwindling proceeds from our years-long fundraisers that we sponsor – the Ice Cream Social, usually in 
July, and the Baked Potato Bash in October.  We need to think of ways to boost our same fundraisers, or better months to schedule them to 
avoid competition with other affairs locally, or come up with totally new ideas to raise money.  Everyone please come to the March meeting 
with your ideas! 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  We just completed our PWM Christmas In a Backpack program now in its 3rd year.  With donations from our church 
congregation and existing funds in our account, we added gifts (a book or an ornament, a candy cane and a pair of one-size-fits-all gloves) 
to the lovely and warm crocheted yarn hats and scarfs donated by Norma Taylor, Betty Aaron and Lori Sliker for all the children at the Flippin 
Elementary School who qualify for the backpack program to help feed hungry children on week-ends during the school year.  After our 
monthly church potluck lunch on Dec. 9 everyone stayed and helped to stuff ziplock baggies with all the goodies for 85 Flippin K through 4th 
graders, with many hats and gloves leftover to furnish about 35 sets to Yellville-Summit school children as well as some very small caps for 
the babies at the hospital in Mtn Home.  We thank you, Peni for delivering all the goodies to all these places and thanks again to Norma, 
Betty and Lori for their loving hard work making all the crocheted items throughout the year. 
 
2019 Officers and chairpersons: To recap for the new year approaching, our 2018 officers and chairpersons will remain the same for 2019 – 
Peni Lloyd, Moderator; Mary Kerr, Treasurer; Amy Johnson, Secretary; and Vicky Bair agreed to continue with Publicity, and Linda 
Allensworth agreed to continue in charge of the Best Choice bar codes mailings.  Thank you to these women and all our ladies for the vital 
roles they fill to make PWM a godly and valuable tool to help the needy through the ministries that reach out to them.  A special thank you 
from all of PWM for the many years that Irene Bere has been involved in PMW's card ministry.  She is faithful to send words of greeting or 
words of healing or encouragement that is needed to so many throughout the year. Every card is appreciated. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Pastor Cindy introduced a new thought for us in PWM to consider for this new year: to adopt Horizon's PW Bible study 
program.  She reminds us that it has already been developed and laid out as a 9-month study so doesn't require a “teacher” or leader; it is 
affordable; it is “outstanding”; and it will keep us connected with other PW groups .  Please consider this, Cindy asks. 

OTHER BUSINESS:  After our two-month winter break our next general meeting will be on March 12, 2019 at 9:30 am with Irene Bere giving 
the devotion. 

After Mary gave a toast to all with the eggnog she shared all around, we all said “Merry Christmas, good-bye to 2018 and Happy New 2019 !”  
The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 by Amy then Pastor Cindy gave the closing prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Secretary, Amy Johnson 
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COLOR ME 
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  LIBRARY LINES - JANUARY 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

We have a new book for the Children's Library written by our very own 

Meg Simons.  The title is POPCORN THE PONY.  

"Love is the one gift that can make magical, wonderful things happen." 

Popcorn is truly a love story -- the story of Mr. Shultz who created the 

carousel horses and then lovingly cared for them for many years, and 

the story of the love Bobby and Popcorn hold for each other." 

Even though it is a children's book it is for adults as well who want to 

learn about the magic of love. 

It will  be located on the new book shelf in the main library.  

                                 Faye Brackett, Librarian  
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MISSION MINUTE      

JANUARY - 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

 Rural living has been romanticized for far too long with images of freshly baked pies cooling on 
windowsills and families pulling up to food-laden dinner tables, Norman Rockwell-style. But the reality is 
that those living in rural America are not necessarily well-fed. 
Although rural communities are the very places that grow produce and raise animals for meat and dairy 
products, healthy food is a scarcity in many such communities, and many families either go hungry or fill 
up on food that is cheap and unhealthy. 
A report from Feeding America, an advocacy group headquartered in Chicago, found that 76 percent of 
counties in the United States struggling with food insecurity are rural counties. 
The Rev. Kate Morrison serves in one such county in the Midwest. 
Empty grocery stores like this one in Bloomfield, Kentucky, are common sights in rural America. Small 
populations are not attractive to national supermarket chains, so residents are left in food deserts. 
Morrison is the associate pastor for youth and young adult ministries at First Wyoming United 
Presbyterian Church in Torrington, Wyoming — a town with a little over 6,500 people. The 80-member 
congregation is yoked with Community Presbyterian Church in Lingle, Wyoming, population 800. 
Morrison, who has been in Wyoming for two years, never imagined being in a place where farming and 
ranching — and don’t forget the sugar beet processing factory, she points out — are the main industries. 
“Seminary certainly didn’t prepare me for rural ministry. I joke with friends that if they need hands-on 
experience, come out here because they’ll just throw you right in,” Morrison said. 
Among the ministry challenges she has been “thrown into” is the growing problem of hunger. 
“Even though we are in an agricultural area, we have a lot of food insecurity in our community. Much of 
this is due to the low-paying jobs in the area. More folks are living paycheck to paycheck,” she said. 
And while Torrington is “lucky to have two grocery stores,” many people find it hard to afford the groceries 
from them, Morrison says. 
Rising food prices are not only a trend in Wyoming, but nationwide. In 2018, the United States 
Department of Agriculture predicted a 2 to 3 percent increase in the price of veal and beef, a 4 to 5 
percent increase in the price of eggs, and a 3 to 4 percent increase in the price of cereal and bakery 
items. “The only place that does offer ‘cheap’ food is the nearest Walmart, which is 40 miles across the 
state line in Nebraska. But one must have reliable transportation to get there,” Morrison said. 
Rural towns like Bloomfield, Kentucky, might look idyllic, but beneath the surface is the “darkness of 
hunger,” says the Rev. Lisa Zahalka.  
The Rev. Lisa Zahalka, pastor of Big Spring Bloomfield Presbyterian Trinity Baptist Church in Bloomfield, 
Kentucky (yes, Presbyterians and Baptists under one roof), said that about six years ago, Bloomfield lost 
its grocery store. While the mayor tried to get another grocery chain to come in, the response was that 
Bloomfield, with a population of 1,064, was too small to support it. A year ago, though, a small produce 
store set up shop. 
“We were so excited, but it was not to be what we expected. On the days that I have visited, the produce 
is usually going bad. I am sure the store will be gone soon,” Zahalka said. 
Big Spring Bloomfield Presbyterian Trinity Baptist Church is exploring starting a food pantry, but in the 
meantime, the best way to help feed neighbors is by pulling together, recognizing the needs as they arise 
and doing what can be done. 
“When word gets around that someone is in need, it’s not uncommon for folks just to cook and deliver 
casseroles,” Zahalka said. She added that she wants to open an affordable grocery store in her 
community. Until that day comes, she focuses on what can be done now, and that is getting 
congregations more active in lobbying small grocery chains to come into rural communities. 
“We need to convince these businesses that a small community can sustain them,” Zahalka said. 
Why? “Because while our little town may look idyllic, the darkness of hunger resides behind the faces.” 
 

Donna Frischknecht Jackson, Editor, Presbyterians Today 
Today’s Focus:  Hunger in the heartland                                                        
                                                                                                            Submitted by the Mission Committee 
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       Till We Speak Again 
 JANUARY 2019 

 

 

 

So begins a new year, and a new opportunity to become a better 

Christian and a better person. Live every day as if it is your last. Keep 

joy and love in your heart. Remember to treat others as you want to 

be treated. This should make most other New Year’s resolutions 

obsolete. They are of little importance compared to the health of our 

souls.  

Love is the “Key”. 

 

 

                                                                                    Millie 

 

 

 

Thought for the Day:  Remember the song from Sly and the Family 

Stone, “Everyday People”? We should love all the “Everyday 

People”, the white, red, black and yellow. We should love “them all 

the same”! 
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JANUARY PUZZLE 
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RECIPE FOR JANUARY 

 

Lemon Bars 

Ingredients 

For the crust: 

 1 3/4 cup unbleached all-purpose flour 

 2/3 cups confectioner’s sugar 

 1/4 cup cornstarch 

 3/4 teaspoons salt 

 Zest of 2 large lemons 
3/4 cups softened butter, sliced, plus more for buttering parchment 

For the filling: 

 1 cup fresh whole milk ricotta, drained (if you don’t have cheesecloth, you can use a colander lined with coffee 
filters) 

 4 large eggs, preferably Pete and Gerry’s Organic Eggs, beaten 

 1 1/3 cup granulated sugar 

 3 tablespoons unbleached all-purpose flour 

 Zest of 2 large lemons 

 Lemon juice from 3 large lemons, strained 
 1/4 teaspoon salt 

Directions 

For the crust: 
Line a 9-by-9-inch baking dish with parchment paper. 
Butter the paper. 
In a food processor, pulse the flour, confectioner’s sugar, cornstarch, lemon zest, and salt (for the dough only). 
Add the softened butter and blend. Once it’s blended, pulse the mixture until it’s pale yellow and crumbly. 
Sprinkle the mixture into the lined pan and press it firmly down into an even layer. 
Refrigerate for at least 30 minutes. 
Bake the crust at 350 degrees Fit in the middle rack of a preheated oven for 30 minutes, or until light golden brown. 

For the filling: 
Whisk the drained ricotta, beaten eggs, sugar, and flour in a medium bowl. 
Mix in the lemon zest, lemon juice, and salt. Blend well. 
Reduce the oven temperature to 325 degrees F. 
Stir the filling mixture again, then pour onto the warm crust. 
Bake for 30 minutes, or until the filling feels firm when touched gently. 
Cool the pan on a wire rack for at least 2 hours, until it’s at room temperature. 
Transfer to a cutting board and fold down the parchment paper. 
Cut into 16 bars. Between each cut, wipe the knife clean to prevent sloppy lines. 

 
 



 13 

 

THIS WE BELIEVE FOR JANUARY 

“For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 

“Philippians 2:13”  

 

“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev Cindy Saul, Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Meg Simons,  

Church Secretary & Financial Secretary: Christi Partee 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                            Class of 2018                 Class of 2019                   Class of 2020 

                                                 Vacancy                     Sandy Erickson                    

                                              Vacancy                      Pat Erlewine 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                           Class of 2018                 Class of 2019                    Class of 2020 

                                             Vacancy                       Vicky Bair                        Meg Simons 

                                          Steve Broskovak                  Vacancy                          Peni Lloyd 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


