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From the Pen of Reverend Terry          
 

 

 

“Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the 

Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our church as 

authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to 

believe and do, and will  you be instructed and led by those 

confessions as you lead the people of God? 

I recently watched an episode of NCIS where two Special Agents had to interview a terrorist 

suspect during a power outage.  Normally they would have hooked the suspect up to lie 

detector but without electricity that wasn’t possible.  What they ended up doing is giving the 

suspect some Christmas cookies to munch on while they asked him a series of questions.  It 

worked pretty well.  Whenever the suspect answered a question honestly, he looked straight at 

them and without hesitation or without taking a bite of the cookie answered.  Whenever the 

suspect told a lie, he would hesitate and take a bite of the cookie.  Whenever he told a big lie, he 

choked on the cookie.   

 

So what does that have to do with us?  Every time I have the privilege of asking newly elected 

deacons and elders the “Constitutional Questions”, I choke on the one printed at the beginning 

of this article. I don’t choke because I’m lying.  When I was ordained, I answered this truthfully 

in the affirmative.  I choke on it because it’s such a long question densely packed with 

theological statements.  It’s so long that I can’t help thinking of the red, “run-on sentence” 

marks that my English teacher, Mrs. DeJarnette used to make on every one of my papers.   

At the core of this question is the phrase “essential tenets of the Reformed faith.”  Just what 

are these essential tenets?   

What it all boils down to is that the essential tenets are “the core theological convictions that 
unite Presbyterians.”  These “main themes of our common faith as Presbyterians” are: 

1. “the mystery of the triune God  
2. the incarnation of the eternal Word of God in Jesus Christ  
3. salvation by grace alone  
4. salvation by faith alone  
5. the authority of scripture  
6. the sovereignty of God  
7. election for service as well as salvation  
8. covenant life together in the church  
9. faithful stewardship that shuns ostentation  
10. seeking justice and living in obedience to the Word of God” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Con’t... 
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Con’t from previous pg... 

What every ordained person is asked is, “Do you accept and understand these things as true?”  Not only do 
you understand these things to be true, but do you look to the confessions, (statements of faith) in the 
Book of Confessions as a source of your understanding.   
Perhaps the best way to understand this question is to take a look at the second statement on the list of 
essential tenets.   What does it mean to say that, “the incarnation of the eternal Word of God in Jesus 
Christ” is a true statement and one of our core beliefs?  Where do the Confessions fit into our 
understanding?  Kirpatrick writes,  

“The basic uncertainty for the early church was over the nature and person of Jesus 
Christ. Was Jesus just human or was he also God, and was Jesus the God of the 
Christians, and a different God from the God of Israel? The debates were a long time 
ago, but the yearning question about who is Jesus Christ is the central question for 
every Christian today. The Council of Nicea made it clear to all the world that Jesus 
Christ is both “the only Son of God” and “truly human.” The foundation stone of our 
faith - and the faith of the whole Church - is that Jesus Christ is God incarnate.” 

When we say that Jesus is fully human and fully God we are stating our understanding of Jesus’ nature as 
expressed in the Nicene Creed.   This early confession was formed from centuries of prayer and debate as 
persons of faith wrestled to understand the nature of Jesus as presented in Holy Scripture.   The 
Confessions do not take the place of scripture or take precedence over Scripture.  On the contrary, they rise 
out of Scripture. 
Now that I’ve spent some time digging deeper into this particular question, it should be easier for me to ask 
it when persons are ordained and installed.  My hope is that it will also help make it easier to answer.  If 
you’d like more information on The Book of Confessions, let me know.  There are several copies in the 
library and quite a bit of study material available.  Studying the confessions gives us a glimpse into the 
lives of earlier believers and helps us to see how the Holy Spirit continues to form the Church.   
 
                                                                                                                                                               Terry 
======================================================================================== 

From; 

Bull Shoals Food Pantry 
P.O. Box 691 
Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 

 

Thank you for your generous gift of $100.00 

from 12-8-2011, to the Bull Shoals Food 

Pantry.  

What you have done makes a big difference 

in the lives of the many needy families we 

serve. 

We are grateful and appreciate your 

kindness. 

God Bless!                          Sincerely,  
                                     Irene Bere 
                                     Secretary                                                                           

From; 

Bull Shoals Food Pantry 
P.O. Box 691 
Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 
 
Your wonderful ongoing support is truly a 
blessing! Thank you for your most recent gift of 
$140.00 to the Bull Shoals Food Pantry. 
The number of families coming to us for food 
increases weekly. Without your help we could 
not take care of them. 
We are most grateful for what you continue to 
do month after month. 
 
God Bless!                            Sincerely, 
                                       Irene Bere 
                                       Secretary 
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Help Wanted 

 
Seeking willing servants to assist in leading worship. 

Positions available: 

Scripture readers - read one or more passages of scripture 

Liturgists - lead calls to worship and other components of the service 

Qualifications:  

Willingness to serve 

Faith in God 

All you need to do is sign your name by the date(s) you're available  

on the sign up sheet in the narthex. The Sunday before you are scheduled to 

help, the reading will be in your mailbox along with any other information you 

may need.   
 

Want more information?  Please contact Terry or Meg. 

Other News 

If you would like a large print version of the Order of Service and Weekly Announcements, please contact Christi at the church office.   

  

Session Notes 

A brief Session meeting was held on Friday, December 9 at the Session Christmas party at Terry & James' 

home.   

After the opening prayer, the session approved the communion dates for 2012, voiced appreciation for two 

of our elders who have completed their terms of service and welcomed two new elders.  A called Session 

meeting was set for Sunday, December 11 at 9:30 am to hear the request of Amy Johnson to become a 

member.  The meeting was closed with prayer.   

On December 11, a called Session meeting was held in the Christian Ed Room.  After the opening prayer, the 

Session heard from Amy Johnson regarding her desire to join the church.  She also shared with us some of 

her faith journey and why she wanted to become a member.  The Session joyfully voted to recieve Amy 

Johnson into membership on promise of a letter from First Evangelical Presbyterian of Anna, Illinois.  It 

was agreed that Amy would be formally received into membership on December 18 and that Faye Brackett 

would present her to the congregation.  The meeting closed with prayer.   
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SUNDAYS IN JANUARY 
 

January 1 
Epiphany  

Isaiah 60:1-6 ; Ps. 148  

Matthew 2:1-12 
“Overcoming Anxiety”  Ken Hobart 

 

January 8 
Baptism of the Lord  
Gen. 1:1–5; Ps. 29;  

Acts 19:1–7; Mark 1:4–11 
Remembering Our Baptism 

 Communion 
Potluck 

 

January 15 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

1 Sam. 3:1–20; Ps. 139 
John 1:43–51 

“Here I Am” 
Blessing of the Food Pantry 

 

January 22 
 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Jonah 3:1–5, 10; Ps. 62:5–12  

Mark 1:14–20 
“Going to Ninevah” 

Minute for Mission 
 

January 29 
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Deut. 5:12-15,  Ps. 111;  
Mark 1:21–28 

“Keeping Sabbath” 
 

Fifth Sunday Sing 
United Methodist Church 

6:00 pm 
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Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship on 

Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m.             

in Memorial Hall! 

 
Presbytery of Arkansas 

Dear Terry,  

Bull Shoal‟s recent gifts, each in the amount of 

$162.50 in support of the shared mission of the 

Presbytery of Arkansas are deeply appreciated. Thank 

you for your steadfast commitment to the good work 

enabled as we seek to make the body of Christ visible 

in Arkansas and beyond. 

In travels across the Synod of the Sun and in 

conversations with other church leaders, I am 

regularly reminded of how blessed we are as a 

presbytery. Leaders continue to say, “Yes,” when 

asked to serve congregations, even in these 

challenging times, continue to generously reach out 

with the love and compassion of Christ as they 

minister in their communities and provide financial 

support for ministries beyond. 

With your help, children and youth are being nurtured 

in faith seeking understanding through life-

transforming experiences at Ferncliff, Mo-Ranch, and 

Montreat. YouthQuakes for junior and senior highs 

are annual high points gathering young people from 

our largest and smallest churches to engage with 

each other in fun, fellowship and service. While our 

junior highs were at Junior High Jubilee at Mo-Ranch, 

they helped make sleeping mats out of recycled 

plastic bags to be shared with those who are without 

homes or beds. It gladdens the heart to see faith in 

action throughout this presbytery. 

I‟ve enclosed another account of faith at work, a story 

written by Will Branch, based on experience in the 

Presbytery of Lacandon in Chiapas, Mexico. Through 

your support, we have been able to join with our 

brothers and sisters in Mexico to build not only a 

campground and sanctuary but to build enduring 

friendships. Perhaps you will find a way to use Will‟s 

story with your congregation. 

Below is a link of how to access the „Bridge Building” 

video which gives a glimpse into the ministry we 

share and one view of the emerging church. I 

encourage you to share it with your session and 

congregation.                                                         

The link is:   http://tinyurl.com/4ypxc81                                           

As we conclude another year, may the spirit of joy 

arising from serving Christ surround you & fill you 

with gratitude for the grace of God. Thank you for 

opening your hands & hearts to generosity. 

                                         Gratefully yours, Bill Galbraith 

 

Thank you for all the prayers. They 

worked great. I will remember all of 

you in my prayers. 

                           Charles Dunn 

The mailing address for the new Food Pantry in Bull 

Shoals is: P.O. Box 691, Bull Shoals, AR. 72619. It is 

located at: 1013 Lakeshore Rd. 

I want to send out a huge Thank You to the Pastor Terry, Session 

Members and the whole Congregation for your generous Christmas 

bonus. It was much needed and very appreciated! My job as your 

secretary has been very rewarding in many other ways as well. I 

wish you all a wonderful New Year.- Christi 
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CHURCH USHERS AND GREETERS 
 

 Greeters    Ushers  
 

 January  1 - Ed & Peni Lloyd                                         January  1 - Arabella & Bob Richardson 

January  8 - Irene Bere & Sandy Erickson                          January  8 - Ken Hobart & Doc Simons 

January 15 - Mary Lou Bryant & Ken Hobart                       January 15 - Betty Aaron & Irene Bere 

January 22 - Sandy Erickson & Sue Babulski                        January 22 - Bruce & Lee Powell 

January 29 - Amy Johnson & Frieda Danderson                     January 29 - Mary Lou Bryant & Arabella R.      
 

 
 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.-2011 
January  1 -  First, Clarksville Park Hill                                           Park Hill, North Little Rock 

January  8 - Mt. Vernon, Pea Ridge                                               First, Huntsville                               

January 15 - First, Benton                                                    Active Ruling Elders 

January 22 - Active Deacons                                                  Faith, Horseshoe Bend 

January 29 - First McGehee                                                   Church Administrators 

   
PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 

 

BIRTHDAYS                               
          January                                              February 
January  2 - Dot Pitts                                                   February  7 - Paula Sheppard             
January  2 - Sandra Dockham                                       February 11 - Doris Coley Ackerman                                                    
January  8 - Frank Docauer                                          February 21 - Bonnie Monroe                                                       
January  9 -  Mary Kerr                                                February 22- Shirley Jensen                                                                                            
January 12 - Samantha Colmenero                                February 27- Bob Richardson                                                                       
January 19 - Bob Hobbs 
January 26 - Eric Meyers 
January 29 - Bill Jeffrey 
                                                                                         
  
 
 

                                                 ANNIVERSARIES   
 
January 6 - James & Terry Hart            

January 28 - Ray & Pat Erlewine    
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At the Dedication at the Food Pantry 

A Poem by Dotty Smith 

 
One day this year around mid July 

I had a conversation with this really swell guy 

His name was Dick Sass and what he proposed 

Was something that I had only supposed. 
 

Your food  pantry  needs a building new, 

I think we can build it with a volunteer crew.! 

Then he got Bud involved, who’s the straw boss type, 

And this project took off with lots of  “Hype”. 
 

The board gave approval for us to proceed, 

We struggled with surveys, permits and deeds. 

McMath to our rescue with a survey to please 

The planning commission we had to appease. 
 

We turned to Gary who was in the know 

For the drawing we needed  our parking to show 

The lot was prepared, the building erected, 

And to many a decision I was subjected. 
 

I managed just fine until it was time to select heat and air…. 

So I called for help,  and it was there.!!! 

Pastor Donny took that burden from me,  

And made the decision as quick as can be. 
 

Then came the interior and the select few, 

That made up our all volunteer crew 

Jerry and Ron, Dick, Ed and Bud 

Put in lots of hours of sweat and even a little blood!!! 
 

John was there too, with paint brush in hand, 

And “Wild Bill” spreading gravel and sand. 

Now we are here, we’re ready to serve 

Much more comfortably, as you can observe 
 

Thanks to you all, this building will stand 

To serve its purpose and lend a hand 

To those in need and also to share 

The awesome fact that we all care!!!!! 
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LIBRARY LINES FOR JANUARY 2012 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

Now that all the hustle and bustle of the holidays has come to a 

close it is time to revisit some older books but wonderful books in 

the library. Janette Oke is one of the all time beloved novelist. 

Here is a synopsis of her first book in the 8 book series LOVE 

COMES SOFTLY: 

“Marty and Clem set out for the pioneer West full of hopes and 

dreams. They would stake a claim of their own on the new 

frontier, and build a home for themselves and their family. But 

just after they’d arrived and Clem had chosen the perfect setting 

for their new home, an accident took his life…leaving Marty alone 

and pregnant. Then, on the day of his funeral, Clark Davis came 

along…and asked Marty to marry him! Marty was infuriated--but 

with no money, no shelter, and a baby on the way, what choice did 

she have? Besides, Clark said he only wanted her to be a mama to 

his baby girl, Missie. If Marty was still unhappy came spring, he 

would pay for her ticket back East. Determined not to be a 

burden to Clark, and intending only to earn her keep, Marty threw 

herself into her new role of “Mama.” But she had never been 

anyone’s mama before, and she didn’t even know how to keep 

house! If only she could do right by this lonely man and his 

daughter just long enough to earn her train fare back home…. 

Now, Marty must learn wholeness and love through patience and 

faith.” 

Take time to look over the older books. There are some wonderful 

books to read. Enjoy.  

Faye Brackett, Librarian  
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From Presbyterian Women (PW)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

    

 

 

      

Sixteen women gathered at the Village Wheel at 11:30 a.m. on Dec. 12th for our last meeting of 

2011. It was a time of warm Christian fellowship, fun and good food. Rev. Terry Hart conducted a 

beautiful Prayer/Installation for the new officers. It was agreed that in 2012 our breakfast/luncheon 

meetings will begin at 11 a.m., rather than at 11:30 a.m., on the first Monday of the month.  

 

Recommendations were made and approved for the allocation to various missions from the Baked 

Potato Bash fundraiser. A report of our mission given by Betty Aaron, Mission Chair, will appear in 

the church‟s annual report to be published in early 2012. 

 

By the time you receive this issue of the “Connection”, we will have distributed 269 scarves and 125 

pairs of adult and children‟s gloves to families being served by the Bull Shoals Food Pantry; Our 

thanks to Esther Roberts who donated the gloves to the Pantry in the name of PW. Also, twenty 

Flippin Headstart children will have received their Christmas presents from PW. Women of the church 

individually “adopted” a child and contributed $25.00 for the purchase of socks, underwear, t-shirts, 

and a book for their child. A group of women wrapped the gifts and Vicky Bair delivered them to the 

school. Our sincere thanks to Vicky Bair, Chair, and Mary Kerr, who did all the shopping! What a 

blessing this was! 

 

We will not be meeting again until March. General membership meetings are not held during January 

and February due to the uncertain weather conditions. The Coordinating Team will be meeting during 

those months to discuss plans to present to the membership in March. 

 

We extend our congratulations, best wishes to the 2012 officers: Moderator, Ada Jeffrey; Vice 

Moderator, Pam Hobart; Secretary, Amy Johnson and Treasurer, Mary Kerr. Thank you ladies for 

stepping up to the plate and accepting these positions and the responsibility. 

 

Special thanks to the 2011 officers and chairpersons, and especially to Jean Lyon who served as 

secretary. Over the many years, Jean has held every office except treasurer. We thank God for the 

many ways she has served our Lord through her work in our church. We are grateful to Rev. Terry 

for leading our Bible Studies and for her wise counsel to our church family (men and women), to the 

community for their strong support and to Christi, our church secretary, who has graciously helped us 

in so many ways month after month. 

 

We pray that each person will again give their support to PW as we strive to please our Lord, giving 

him the glory for whatever we may accomplish. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity and privilege to serve! 

 

                                                                                  God Bless! 

                                                                                  Irene Bere, Moderator 
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MISSION MINUTE 
 

JANUARY-2012 

Submitted by Faye Brackett 

 

“Every January the senior class at University of Dubuque Theological Seminary 

divides into groups that go with faculty members on various journeys. It’s a 

course called Evangelism and Mission in Context that immerses students in rural, 

urban, and Native American contexts. Frequently, it tests their sense of call as 

well. 

This last January, I stood for over an hour in the cold with 10 seminarians 

around a fire pit next to the Red River in Des Moines. We were visiting the 

homeless people who lived in tents and shacks along the river in spite of snow and 

freezing wind. We wore boots and heavy coats; next to us stood a woman in 

bedroom slippers. Our guide, Dean, was formerly a homeless drug addict who had 

been won to Christ by the outreach ministry of a Des Moines congregation. Dean 

now led his fellow congregation members into an ongoing ministry of aid and 

relationship to the homeless along the river. 

It was clear to us that the homeless folks only allowed us to ask questions 

because of their friendship and trust in Dean. Dean understood the context in 

which he was called to do ministry. He had no seminary training or degrees, but 

as he led us away from the river, Dean looked a lot like Jesus. We felt like we 

were leaving our boats behind us. 

Later that week we worshiped and shared a mean with a congregation that 

serves breakfast for schoolchildren and an evening mean every night of the week 

in a neighborhood that speaks over one hundred immigrant languages. The smiles 

and joy around the tables were a foretaste of the kingdom.” 

                                                              Leicester R. Longden, associate professor of evangelism and discipleship,  
                                                              University of Dubuque Theological Seminary      

                                                                         

                                                                                               From the Mission Committee 
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Meet Our New Members 

Meet... Amy Johnson 

How much do you really want to know? I think about questions I ask new friends I 

meet; you know, their history and what makes them “tick”. So I will ask myself those 

questions about me! 

I was raised in Cabool, MO and ended up at age 28 migrating to SOUTHERN Illinois 

to marry Dick Johnson and raise our adopted daughter, Abby Jane. Dick and I 

divorced about 12 years ago (after 22 year of marriage - how sad!) but remain close 

friends today and have a close relationship with our daughter, Abby, who is finishing 

with grad school in Bloomington - Normal, IL. I also have a 42 yr. old daughter, Gail 

and family in Memphis with 3 grandchildren, ages 6-10. 

I spent 32 years in So. IL. (Anna, near Carbondale - really southern!) before getting a 

call from my sister, Vicki and Steve Monte (who live in Fairview) that our Daddy was 

seriously ill and hospitalized. I was in Bull Shoals in 6 hours! Our Daddy died 2 

months later, leaving our Mama alone and very confused. That was March 2010. I 

hadn’t been home since Jan. 31, and knew that I would never go back to live there. 

God told me plainly that this is what He’d planned for me all along. (He and I had 

many conversations about my purpose in His bigger plan, and I knew it started with 

ministering and witnessing to my unbelieving parents). 

I’ve been a born-again Christian for 23 years and a Presbyterian for 22 years. My 

first church family was in Anna, IL. - 1st Evangelical Presbyterian Church, and you 

are my second! My background was in the Baptist and Christian Church               con’t 
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MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Amy Johnson... con’t… 

 

denominations, and a few married years with the Lutheran Church before walking into a Presbyterian 

Church as an invited guest by my boss and neighbors. We never left til I came here! 

I love the outdoors and any work or play there! I still hang my laundry outside even! I enjoy gardening 

and yard work, kayaking, hiking, biking, traveling (someday I’ll do more), as well as cooking, studying 

God’s Word, reading, and volunteering in the community. I love my Mama. I love you! 

 

==================================================================================================================== 

Meet…. Sue Babulski 

 

Betty Sue Babulski was born in Arista, West Virginia, the daughter, & granddaughter of a coal miner. 

Sounds like a song, but the life was difficult. Her parents were Jessie E. Billings and Nevada Tilley, of 

Cherokee and Irish decent. “Sue” was one of six siblings. The small town of Arista was a coal mine 

town, with a row of houses right off the railroad tracks which carried the coal off from town. Sue lived 

& played next to those railroad tracks. Today, the town is almost non-existent. 

Her family were strict Primly Baptist. When Sue was about 13 yr’s old, she moved with her 

grandparents to Chicago where she was strongly encouraged  to be baptized in the Presbyterian 

Church and she was.  

Sue married and had  3 children, one daughter and 2 sons. Her daughter lives here, one son lives in 

Missouri and one in New Mexico. She married Mark Babulski who was a wonderful man. He passed 

away in 2004.  Sue was a CNA by profession for almost 40 years. 

In 2004 Sue made the decision to move to our lovely area in the Ozark Mountains. She began to attend 

our church here and by her own love & faith in God, she decided to be baptized again as an adult, 

based on her own personal faith. 

Sue has enjoyed making knit looped houses as a hobby for some years now and they are just wonderful 

and very detailed. Below is a photo of one of those she made.  

We welcome and are thrilled to have Sue with us as a new member in our Church. 

 

 

                                   Here is a photo of one of the amazing loop houses which Sue made. 
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Bible Puzzle for January 
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RECIPES 
  

O Henry Bars 
By Carmen Tallent Robertson 

Submitted by Pastor Terry 
 
 

 

If you have a recipe that you  have tried before and believe others might enjoy it , please drop 

it off at the office to be included in the next month’s newsletter. 

- 1 cup sugar 

- 1 cup white corn syrup 

- 1& 1/3 cups crunchy peanut butter 

- 6 cups Special K Cereal 

- (1) 12oz package peanut butter chips 

- (1)  12oz package chocolate chips 

 

  Directions 
 

Butter or spray a 9 x 13 (3 quart) pan and set aside. Spray a 

large bowl and put in the cereal. In a saucepan, bring just to a 

good boil, the sugar and corn syrup. Remove from heat and 

add the peanut butter. Mix well and pour this mixture over the 

cereal. Mix well and press into the prepared 9 x 13 pan. Melt 

over low heat, the peanut and chocolate chips and spread on 

top.  

Let cool until the topping is firm, and cut into squares. *(This 

is hard to cut but well worth the effort.) Yummy! Keeps well if 

left alone. 
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THIS WE BELIEVE for  JANUARY 

“Jesus said: I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” 

John 8:12 

 

 ~MISSION STATEMENT~ 

“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Terry Hart 

Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: - - , Secretary: Christi Partee 

Financial Secretary: Dick Sass, Asst. Financial Secretary: Elaine Miller 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                       Class of 2012                    Class of 2013                    Class of 2014 

                                          James Hart                        Ed Lloyd                          Dot Pitts 

                                       Pam Hobart                          Gloria Wiles                      Sandy Erickson 

                                                                                          Pat Erlewine                       

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                       Class of 2012                    Class of 2013                   Class of 2014 

                                       Norm Hockley                     Vicky Bair                       Meg Simons                                                       

                                       Ken Hobart                        Jini Sass                        Arabella Richardson 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P. O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR.  72619 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


