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  “THE WONDER OF IT ALL” 
 
While thinking about our launching out into 2017 to be exact, I got to thinking about some of my favorite 
hymns and their beginnings.  Who wrote them and when?  Was there something special that motivated the 
writers?  I keep the book “Songs in the Night”, by Henry Garity, National Literary Consultant for The 
Salvation Army when it was published in 1995.  It has the stories behind “100 Hymns Born in Trial and 
Suffering”.   While looking into the story about “All Creatures of Our God and King”, I noticed the hymn next 
to it in our hymnbook, “The Wonder of It All”.  I don’t know the story behind it, but the message may be self-
explanatory for it.  It is definitely a hymn of testimony of the relationship between the author, George Beverly 
Shea, and God.  Shea was the featured soloist for the Billy Graham crusades.  Its message is a good one for 
us to keep in mind during 2017 and always. 

 
There’s the wonder of sunset at evening, 

The wonder as sunrise I see; 
But the wonder of wonders that fills my soul 

Is the wonder that God loves me. 
There’s the wonder of springtime and harvest, 

The sky, the stars, the sun; 
But the wonder of wonders that thrill my soul 

Is a wonder that’s only begun. 
Refrain: O, the wonder of it all!  The wonder of it all!   

Just to think that God loves me. 
O, the wonder of it all!  The wonder of it all! Just to think that God loves me. 

 
“All Creatures of our God and King” was written by St. Francis of Assisi one year before his death in 1226, at 

age 44.  He abandoned a life of luxury for a life devoted to Christianity.  “At the age of twenty-five, after an 
indulgent life as a soldier, he gave his life to God, turned his back on luxury, and sought thenceforth to 

imitate the selfless life of Christ in all that he did.”  This hymn is testimony of living for us to think about and 
sing about and praise God.  The following is the last stanza of the hymn. 

 
Let all things their Creator bless 
And worship Him in humbleness; 

O praise Him, Alleluia 
Praise the Father, praise the Son, 

And praise the Spirit, Three in One; 
O praise Him!  O praise Him! 

 
Let us praise the Lord throughout 2017.   

God bless!  Fred 
 

Bob Richardson 
 

For those who have not heard, Bob Richardson went home to be with the Lord, November 23rd. He was 

living with his daughter, Cathleen, in Venice, FL. We thank the Lord for Bob’s service to Him in our Church, 

along with his wife, Arabella, already with the Lord. 
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

 

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship on 

Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in Memorial 

Hall!  

          

 

          November Income - $3,632.16 

      November Expenses - $5,630.70 

 

THURSDAYS, FROM 11:00 A.M. TO NOON IN 

MEMORIAL HALL. MEN & WOMEN WELCOME. 
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WORSHIP IN JANUARY 
 

 

 

JANUARY 1st 

“To All People” 

Matthew 2:1-12 

COMMUNION 
 

 

 

JANUARY 8th 

“Identified” 

Matthew 3:13-17 

POT LUCK 
 

 
 
 

 
JANUARY 15th 

“What Would We Do in the Desert?” 
Matthew 4:1-11 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 
 

 

JANUARY 22nd 

“What Are You Willing to Leave?” 

Matthew 4:12-22 
 

 
 

JANUARY 29th 
“Christian Characteristics” 

Matthew 4:12-22 
MINUTE FOR MISSION 

 
FIFTH SUNDAY SING 

OUR CHURCH AT 6:00 P.M. 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  
 

January  1 - Sandy Erickson & Ken Hobart                      Ed & Peni Lloyd 

January  8 - Bob & Gloria Wiles 

January 15 - Irene Bere & Dr. Simons 

January 22 - Irene Bere & Amy Johnson 

January 29 - Irene Bere & Faye Brackett 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2016 
 

January  1 - First, Clarksville                               Park Hill, North Little Rock 

January  8 - Mt. Vernon, Pea Ridge                                     First, Huntsville 

January 15 - First, Benton                                           Active Ruling Elders 

January 22 - Unv.of the Ozarks, Clarksville                     Faith, Horseshoe Bend 

January 29 - First, McGehee                       Inquirers & Candidates for Ministry 
 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

 

January                                                                         February 
January  9 - Mary Kerr                                                               February 7 -  Paula Sheppard 

January 19 - Bob Hobbs                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES  
 

January 28 - Ray & Pat Erlewine                                                No February Anniversaries 
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  LIBRARY LINES - JANUARY 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

The featured book is HABITATION OF DRAGONS by Keith 

Miller.  This is the book Dr. Fred referenced in his October 30th 
sermon. 
“For decades, Keith Miller has encouraged, inspired, and strengthened 

Christians in their faith through his spiritual writings. Out of print for 

years, now Habitation of Dragons is back in an updated edition! In each 

of these 42 brief meditations, Keith considers one of the many 

"dragons" he has faced in his own life - including reconciliation, 

insecurity, temptation, loneliness, or dishonesty. Keith's personal 

stories, combined with Scripture, quotes from other well-known 

writers, and a short prayer, offer helpful and edifying devotionals for 

Christians of all levels. You will be surprised and delighted at Keith's 

honesty, clarity, depth, and humor on every page. Prior to his death in 

2012, Keith had updated much of the content of Habitation of Dragons 

for a 21st century audience. Now, with the help of his widow, Andrea 

Wells Miller, we are delighted to present this updated version of 

Habitation of Dragons, in honor of the life and ministry of Keith Miller.” 

 

                                                     Happy New Year and Happy Reading!  

              Faye Brackett, Librarian  
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MISSION MINUTE      

 JANUARY 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

A decade ago, after years of abusing drugs and alcohol, Leroy Bobtail Bear faced 

the possibility of going to prison. 

“All my life I ran with the bad crowd,” says Bobtail Bear, who grew up on the 
Standing Rock Sioux Reservation, which straddles the North Dakota/South 
Dakota border. 
 
But instead of going to prison, he was able to turn his life around. Today Bobtail 
Bear, a Hunkpapa Lakota American Indian, is a lay minister and receives 
theological training from Cook Native American Ministries (formerly Cook College 
and Theological School), in Tempe, Ariz. He is one of those whose lives have 
been touched by gifts to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s Christmas Joy 
Offering. Fifty percent of the money given to this special offering goes to help 
support Cook Native American Ministries and other racial ethnic schools and 

colleges related to the PC(USA). 

Cook is the same institution attended by Bobtail Bear’s father, Leslie Bobtail 
Bear, an Episcopal priest who eventually became a United Church of Christ 
minister. One of Leslie’s desires was that one of his children would follow in his 
footsteps and become a leader in the church. 
 
The possibility of going to jail was a wake-up call “that I needed to change my 
ways,” says Leroy. “I was just tired of that life and wanted something better.” 
He sobered up in 2003 and began tapping into the spirituality that his father and 
his Native American culture had nurtured. This led him back to the church as 
well, and he asked his father if he could assist him in his work with the church. 
Leslie Bobtail Bear died in 2006, and in 2007 Leroy Bobtail Bear became the lay 
pastor of Green Grass United Church of Christ in South Dakota, about 20 
miles northeast of Eagle Butte. The church is located on the Cheyenne River 
Lakota Reservation, where Bobtail Bear now lives. 
 
He also began theological education at Cook, saying it “couldn’t have come at a 
better time.” He attends the school’s summer- and winter-term classes, and also 
has completed the commissioned lay pastor program. 
Cook “really inspired me to keep going,” says Bobtail Bear, who has a wife and 
five children. He says the professors and others are “just phenomenal” and “it’s 
been really a good healing experience for me.” 
 

                                                                           Submitted by the Mission Committee 

http://www.cooknam.org/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/specialofferings/christmas-joy-offering/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/specialofferings/christmas-joy-offering/
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JANUARY PUZZLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RIDDLES 

Q. At what time of day was Adam created? 

Ans.  A little before Eve. 

Q. Where is the first mathematics problem mentioned in the Bible? 

Ans.  When God told Adam and Eve to go forth and multiply. 

Q. Why did Noah have to punish and discipline the chickens on the Ark? 

Ans.  Because they were using “fowl” language. 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN & MEN 

 
 

 

General Meeting for Presbyterian Women and Men 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 - 9:30 a.m. 

 

Eleven members and one guest, Julie Rogers, were in attendance for our December breakfast 

meeting and Christmas Party.  Acting Moderator, Amy Johnson opened the meeting at 9:30 

with prayer and a Merry Christmas to all!  We thank Mary Kerr and Irene Bere for hosting 

our meal and for Vicky Bair hosting our Christmas party today.  Thank you to the members 

for bringing their donations of jars of peanut butter that will be donated to the Bull Shoals 

Food Pantry. Betty Aaron adorned each jar with a Christmas bow and placed them at our 

party table for decoration. Peni Lloyd gave the devotion.  We want to take time to thank the 

officers, committee chairs, and fundraiser chairpersons for their dedication this year and 

especially Steve Broskovak for his willingness and efforts in serving as our Moderator until 

his health issues required that he step down toward the end of the year.  We wish Steve every 

blessing and wellness in 2017. 

 

Reports: 

Secretary, Amy asked for any changes or additions to the November meeting minutes, that 

had already been amended at the Team meeting.  Another correction was made on the Team 

meeting minutes re: our winter break.  It should read January and February.  The amended 

minutes will be placed on file and on the PW&M bulletin board.  She read two 

correspondences and passed around the 2017 Host and Devotion sign-up sheet. 

Treasurer, Mary Kerr presented her November treasurer's report with a beginning balance  of 

$1674.91, total receipts of $1356.50, total disbursements of $811.52, leaving a balance on 

Nov. 30 of $2219.89. The report was approved and will be placed on file and on the bulletin 

board.  All obligations for support by PW&M for 2016 have been paid out.  After collection 

of the Monthly Meeting Offerings today, Mary will also send those out. 

Publicity:  Vicky Bair has nothing to report at this time. 

Church information:  Pastor Fred Taylor reminds us that our church will host a Christmas Eve 

service at 6 PM.  The church office will be closed between Christmas and New Year's Day 

with reduced open hours from now til Christmas. 

Missions:  Linda Allensworth was absent and no report is available. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Christmas Blessing In A Backpack:  Chairperson Vicky Bair is finished shopping and got 

donations of soaps, candies and storage bags, etc. to provide bags of age-appropriate toiletries 

for 134 kindergarten through fifth graders who qualify to participate in the Flippin Schools' 

Back Pack Program.  Thanks to additional help from several PW&M members those bags are 

ready to go !  A huge thank-you to Vicky for this new Christmas project idea and doing so 

much hard work with the schools and with getting out and being such a smart shopper for 

PW&M to be able to provide this many children with something special in their back packs as 

they leave school for the holiday break. 

                                                                                                                                 Con’t….. 
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Con’t from previous pg. 

 

And an equally big thank-you goes to our generous members and friends of Presbyterian Church of 

Bull Shoals and PW&M for the monetary donations that came pouring in when the plea went out !  

Vicky says it will be much easier and go smoothly when we continue this next year.  Treasurer Mary 

Kerr informed us that Vicky spent a total of $526.68 shopping for the bag contents (not counting the 

donations of other items included).  The total to date collected for the project is $611.35.  Thanks 

again for the generosity!  Any money not spent this year will be held over for 2017.  Peni had us 

gather around the tables loaded with the 134 bags of toiletries and got a picture of the whole project 

(minus Peni's face, unfortunately). 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Sunshine Discretionary Fund:  At our team meeting it was unanimously decided to rename our 

Sunshine Fund Monthly Meeting Offering to Sunshine Discretionary Fund so that the money 

collected there could be used for any need the members deem necessary.  It was originally used to 

pay out for postage and cards, but hasn't been needed for that purpose for several years.  The money 

in the fund to date ($88.35) plus any donations today for our last meeting of the year will be rolled 

over to the Christmas Project fund.  It will be zero-ed out at the end of each year hereafter. 

PW&M Officer Responsibilities:  A new printed list of responsibilities for Co-Moderators, 

Treasurer, and Secretary has been updated and made available to all Coordinating Team members.  

Any other member of PW&M may request a copy. 

Meeting “absentee” reports:  If anyone who is required to report their duties at our monthly general 

or team meetings is unable to attend, they should give the Moderator a written report prior to the 

missed meeting.  That report will be read to all at the meeting. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Winter break will be observed for PW&M for the months of January and February, 2017. 

Next General Meeting of PW&M will be Tuesday, March 14, 9:30 AM  

Hosts will be Peni Lloyd and Elaine Miller with Ada Jeffrey giving the devotion. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 AM with prayer by Acting Moderator, Amy Johnson 

 

Now, let the Christmas Party begin!  Vicky decorated each place setting  with goodie bags of 

chocolates and a jingle bell and Jewell Riley gave each person a handmade surprise.  Mary brought 

eggnog for a merry toast to the year ending and the new one coming along.  Then Vicky had her 

annual Christmas Bingo with prizes for all winners and all members were winners ! 

 

                                                                              Respectfully submitted by Secretary, Amy Johnson 
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Evangelism  - Finding time, and where did time go? 
 

Taking time to worship, to pray, and then time to share the joy of God, the joy of our Church, and the joy in 

everyday, takes time! 

But as I look around me, I see so many people doing all of this, and more, and I realize (especially in our church) I 

am amazed at how much we all do to share the Word, our Church and our Lord. 

Dr. Fred’s daughter, going as a camp host with her husband to a national park in Texas, is taking time to gather 

afghans, sweaters, coats, etc. for those in a small town across the border in Mexico, a town that time almost forgot 

when the borders were closed after 9/11. I had the privilege of hearing this story at PW&M this past month and it is 

exactly what Evangelism, Worship, our Church, and all of us are (or should be) all about.  

Sharing something needed, sharing time, energy and personal wishes with others is what we all need to do. I want 

to say “I don’t have time, I’m tired, I’m busy”, but so is everyone else; and how much time does it take to share? A 

moment, sitting down when I need to rest, but sharing a caring word or gesture to someone who needs to hear or 

feel kindness. The computer won’t run away, the TV will still turn on and the phone will still ring, but to take a 

moment and gather an item, money, something that is needed for someone else, or a call or visit to a shut-in and 

sharing the Love of God, that is my goal as we move forward in this new year. 

And so, I will  take time to reflect on this year, and see where I need to work harder to let people know the Glory of 

God, the wonder of giving, and the hope that all of us will not only receive, but share this wonder in our lives. 

 

                                                                                                                                               ~Blessings,  

                                                                                                                                                 Peni Lloyd 

                                                                                                                                                 Evangelism Moderator 

Evangelism At Home 

 

As you read this another year has passed. 2016 was an eventful year for many of us, and for me it was a year 

when I tried to work harder at being aware of all the wonderful things around me, including our Church and our 

pastor, Fred. I realize how grateful I am to be a member of such a warm and giving Church. At Church, I am 

surrounded by joy, smiles and kinds words; and this is what I want to show others in our community and area. 

Becoming part of PW&M, working the Potato Bash, and overall becoming more involved in events going on within 

our church has made me feel closer to God, closer to all of you, and wanting to share this great feeling. 

So as we move into 2017, I hope all of us can spread the word of both God and our Church to others. I will keep 

reaching out to share all of this, and I ask all of you to join in and let others know how great a Church and Pastor 

we have. 

May this new year be full of God’s blessings for all of you; good health, joy in your heart, and peace for all. 

 

                                                                                                                                                  Peni Lloyd, 

                                                                                                                                                  Evangelism Moderator 



 11 

Color Me 
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RECIPE FOR JANUARY 

 

 

 

Ingredients 

1 (18 1/4 ounce) box lemon cake mix 

 

1 (3 1/2 ounce) box instant lemon pudding mix 

 

4 eggs 

1⁄2 cup water 

1⁄2 cup key lime juice  

key lime juice, is available in most supermarkets along with the juice 

1⁄2 cup canola oil or 1⁄2 cup vegetable oil 

2 cups sifted powdered sugar 

1⁄4 cup key lime juice 

Directions  

1. Preheat oven to 350°. 

2. Spray bundt pan with cooking spray. 

3. Combine cake mix, lemon pudding, eggs, water, lime juice and oil; beat two minutes at medium speed of an 

electric mixer, stirring down sides occasionally. 

4. Pour batter into prepared bundt pan; bake in preheated oven as directed on box. 

5. Cool cake in pan for ten minutes, remove from pan. 

6. When cool, drizzle with glaze. 

 

Millie is on Vacation this month….see you all in the upcoming year! 

http://www.food.com/about/pudding-mix-888
http://www.food.com/about/egg-142
http://www.food.com/about/water-459
http://www.food.com/about/lime-260
http://www.food.com/about/lime-260
http://www.food.com/about/canola-oil-387
http://www.food.com/about/powdered-sugar-140
http://www.food.com/about/lime-260
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR JANUARY 

“True worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks…” 

“John 4:23” 
 

 

 ~MISSION STATEMENT~ 

“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Fred Taylor, Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Ken Hobart,  

Secretary: Christi Partee, Financial Secretary: Elaine Miller 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                        Class of 2016                      Class of 2017                  Class of 2018 

                                          Sandy Erickson                        Ed Lloyd                       Pam Hobart 

                                        Pat Erlewine                       Amy Johnson                       Vacancy 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                       Class of 2016                       Class of 2017                  Class of 2018 

                                        Vicky Bair                           Meg Simons                     Ken Hobart 

                                         Vacancy                             Peni Lloyd                    Steve Broskovak 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 

 
 
Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


