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Presbyterian ‘Connection’      
FEBRUARY 2020 

 

Snowflakes Reflect the Diversity of God  

 
Accustomed to the northern winters of our country and having an admiration for a landscape covered 
with snow, once I asked myself: What would the reflection of God be expressed in snow? Since I didn’t 
know where to find an answer, I started to look for it making some simple observations. 
 
What is the snow? We have snow, of course, when a sprinkle begins to fall from the sky in freezing 
temperatures, and instead of water descending to the earth, the clouds send us a white, light snowfall. 
Almost everything in the snowfall appears interesting to me. 

It seems that when it begins, along with the snowflakes, an atmosphere of silence also falls on the 
earth. People are generally in their houses, the animals are quiet, and even nature seems to sleep, 
noiseless and tranquil, as it is covered with a white blanket of snow. This silence is certainly a factor 
that invites us to recollection, which invites us to think about higher things, the things of God, and our 
future life close to Him. 
 
The purity symbolized by the snow is also remarkable. When we look upon a thick sheet of snow 
covering a valley or a mountain, without any dirt or filth in the panorama, the idea of purity seems to 
naturally come to our minds. 
 
Noteworthy as well is the innocent beauty of the snow. In the countryside we note how even simple 
roofs, benches, fences, and walls that receive a coating of snow become beautiful. Creeks, lakes, 
parks, and forests, and the ugliest tree branches with a layer of snow appear handsome and noble. At 
times they can look like crystal branches of paradisiacal trees, and they invite us to admire God Who 
placed that exquisite marvel there for an ephemeral moment to be contemplated by men and angels.  
 

What is the value of snow for man? Sometimes it is useful because when it melts, it fills our aquifers 
and lakes with fresh, much needed water for crops. In the mountains, it melts in the Spring and 
cascades down, sometimes in the form of waterfalls and sometimes in the meandering creeks, but 
always providing something beautiful and useful for mankind. Melting snow provides a home for the 
fish, refreshing drink for wildlife, and fresh water for the plants so they will bloom in the spring. 
 
What do we know about the actual snowflake? A man named Wilson Bentley (1865-1931) from 
Jericho, Vermont became a famous photographer of snowflakes. He was a farmer in a part of our 
country where it snowed a great deal and he became fascinated with the snowflake. In the 1800's, with 
simple photographic equipment and the natural light of the overcast sky, he photographed over 5,000 
snowflakes. Although he had no formal schooling, he worked his farm, researched snowflakes and 
photographed them, wrote and published 60 articles on weather, the formation of dew, clouds, the 
effect of frost on cobwebs, and other topics. He also learned to play the piano, clarinet and was even in 
a local marching band. Here was a man who made good use of his time and talents! We are grateful to 
him for his work because without it we wouldn't so easily be able to marvel at the great beauty and 
variety of the snowflakes. No two have ever been found to be alike.                                                con’t…. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE CHURCH TREASURER 

 
I never dreamed that a congregation so small, could be so generous. Our “Building Maintenance Fund” for 
December, received $1,450.00 in designated funds to be used only for repairs & maintenance on the building and 
equipment. This brings the end of the year total to $2,850.00. 

At the end of November, we had $2,850.00. At the end of November, we had $243.70 in this designated account 
and then we had that huge tree blow over in Memorial Garden. The bill was $1,000.00. Now, at the end of the year, 
we still have a balance of $693.70. 

We had necessary repairs made to the crawl space under Memorial Hall, but as of yet, have not received the bill 
for the services. We took a couple of different bids on this job and they had ideas and estimates that were oceans 
apart. 

God has been so good to this church, we chose to pay it forward by giving the wood from the tree to friends of this 
Church who needed the firewood and were willing to come and get it. What remains will be split when the ground is 
dry enough to get a log splitter and trailer in there without too much damage to our Garden. 

Those who can and will give, or have given to this cause in the past, ‘Thank you”! Those who cannot give, we 
understand. Just remember, you are all loved!! 

We are the caretakers of God’s house and I think so far, we are off to a good start, however there are still several 
more projects left to complete on Sessions list, without all the little surprises thrown in.  

Again, thank all of you for making this project a success!! 

                                                                                                                                             Meg Simons 

                                                                                                                                             Church Treasurer 

con’t from previous pg. 

 

This is another marvelous thing about the snow, which reflects the grandeur and magnificence of 

God in the diversity of His Creation. Can you imagine the millions and zillions of snowflakes that fall 

in just one winter and one place on earth? And no two snowflakes are alike. No mere man, however 

creative or ingenious, could be a comparable architect of even one snowfall. 

 

When one remembers that God, Who is the author of all creation, has filled our world with His 

beautiful secrets, then everything becomes an exciting quest. We know with certainty that if we open 

our eyes to view creation with an eye toward Heaven, what we find will be awe-inspiring. Certainly 

snowflakes are!  

 

                                                                                                             By: Christine Fitzgerald  

                                                      https://www.traditioninaction.org/religious/f010rpSnow_Fitzgerald.htm  

https://www.traditioninaction.org/religious/f010rpSnow_Fitzgerald.htm
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship 

on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 

Memorial Hall! 

 

December Income - $2,483.00 

December Expenses - $5,180.54 

 

Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. is Adult Bible School, 

following Worship. Lead by Dr. Roger Simons. 

    CHURCH CHUCKLES 

 
 After church, little Johnny and his brother go ice 
fishing. Little Johnny starts drilling on the ice when a 
voice from above says, "Young man, there's no fish 
down there.”Little Johnny asks his brother, "Who is 
that?"His brother replies, "I don't know. "So little 
Johnny starts to drill again and the voice says again, 
"For the second time, there's no fish down there. 
"Little Johnny asks his brother, "Could that be God? 
"His brother replies again, "I don't know." Little Johnny 
starts drilling again and the voice says once more, 
"Young man, for the last time, I'm telling you there's no 
fish down there."Johnny looks up and asks, "Is that 
you, God? "The voice says, "No, I'm the manager and 
the rink's closed." 

CANCELLATIONS DUE TO WEATHER POLICY 

If the weather indicates the need to cancel Worship 
Services on Sunday, please listen to KTLO or visit 
KTLO.com to see if we have called in a cancellation. If 
during the week, check to see if Flippin Schools have 
cancelled; If so, the office will be closed. 
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WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY 
 

 

FEBRUARY 2nd 

Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 & Matthew 5:1-12 

COMMUNION 
 
 

 

 
 

FEBRUARY 9th 

Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 112:1-10 

1 Corinthians 2:1-16 & Matthew 5:13-20 

BRUNCH POTLUCK 

 
 

FEBRUARY 16th 

Deut. 30:15-20, Psalm 119:1-8 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 & Matthew 5:21-37 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

 
 

FEBRUARY 23rd 

Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 99 

2 Peter 1:16-21 & Matthew 17:1-9 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

February   2 - Dr. Roger Simons                                                      Dr. Roger Simons                                                         

February   9 - Mary Kerr 

February 16 - Irene Bere 

February 23 - Sandy Erickson 

 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2019 

February   2 - First, McGehee                                      Inquirers & Candidates for Ministry 

February   9 - First, Lincoln                                                                   First, Heber Springs 

February 16 - Synod of the Sun                                                               Church Musicians 

February 23 - First, Jacksonville                                   Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

 

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTIFY SANDY ERICKSON IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

 
No February Birthdays                                                                     March 10 - Allen Althof 

                                                                                                            March 20 - Betty Perrin 

                                                                                                            March 22 - Pat Erlewine 

                                                                                                            March 28 - Betty Aaron                         
               

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
No February Anniversaries                                                  March 18 - Roger & Meg Simons 
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  LIBRARY LINES - FEBRUARY 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

We have had more fiction books from Guide Post donated from 

our special library friend, Betty Aaron.  These books are located 

on the New Book shelf.  Some of these books are not listed in 

our inventory. 

Please feel free to take them and enjoy.  You can return these 

or pass them on to others.  
                   

              Faye Brackett, Librarian 
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MISSION MINUTE      

FEBRUARY - 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

This is a Christmas letter from our special Missionaries;  Rebekah & Daniel in Medellin, Colombia. 

 

We wish you the greatest of joy as the holidays approach. We hope you are able to spend some time with family, eat 
great food, and remember everything the Lord has done for all of us. 

We would like to share with you some exciting things that have been happening!! 

We are loving our little house that the Open Arms Foundation is letting us stay in- it's becoming more like home! We 
have two puppies that right now are inside the house and two grown dogs that are outside guard dogs. Here, since 
we live on a farm, it's necessary to have guard dogs. They have been such a blessing and we love seeing them grow 
up so fast! They have brought so much joy to us. 

At the Open Arms Foundation, Dani continues working with the boys almost daily. He wakes them up in the morning, 
supervises the cleaning they do, he helps them do homework, he plays soccer with them, and he does different 
activities, etc. I love seeing how good he is with the boys and how much they love him! He definitely shows them the 
Father's heart. 

I have been working with the medical appointments for the boys and this month has been a success! One boy, Juan, 
was able to have a surgery on his eye to correct some damage due to a pencil that entered his eye a while ago and 
another boy, Kevin, was approved for a surgery to correct a hernia. This is definitely exciting for us as the health 
system here in Colombia is definitely very different than in the U.S. Along with the medical appointments I am in 
charge of International Communications so I have been helping the foundation with Newsletters, direct contact with 
donors, along with some other administrative duties. 

I would love to start working at CPN again. This has been nearly impossible due to the fact that we live far from the 
city. It literally takes 2 1/2 hours in public transportation to get to CPN and Dani wouldn't be able to take me on the 
motorcycle all the time because his work schedule always changes. Right now it's not realistic to take 5 hours out of 
the day to go to CPN twice a week to be able to teach English. I really miss it! Our dream is to buy a car next year!! 
This would make the trip only about 40 minutes and I would be able to continue serving at CPN, something I love to 
do. Here in Colombia, cars tend to be a lot more expensive. For us to buy a decent car that could last us a while it 
would cost about $8,000- we are now believing God for this to happen!! 

~Praises 

1. God has given us grace in this transition of marriage and we are so blessed to see all that he has done! God has 
provided for every need that we've had until this point and we are continuing to put our eyes on Him. 

2. We are moved in to the house at the foundation and with each day it's becoming more and more like home! Dani is 
always looking for ways to fix up the home- such as putting in shelves in the pantry, making the yard nice, etc. He is 
so helpful and creative! 

3. We were invited to help lead worship at a conference two weeks ago! It was in a little town called Sonsón about 3 
hours away from Medellin. It was such a wonderful time to be with friends and to get away. Many people ended up 
giving their lives to Christ!! We are hoping for more opportunities like this! 

~Prayer Requests~ 

1. We are praying and believing God for a CAR. We have seen it's very necessary since we don't live very close to 
the city. A decent car for us would cost around $8,000. Please stand in prayer with us as we are believing God for 
provision! 

2. For God to part the waters in the visa process. We really want to go to the States sometime next year so we are 
hoping the Lord provides and opens the doors for this to happen quickly. 

Blessings to you and your family! 

We hope to see you soon. 

                                                                                                                                                         Love, 

                                                                                                                                                         Daniel & Rebekah ❤ 
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Till We Speak Again 
 FEBRUARY 2020 

 

 

Many, many times I’ve been asked or left my comfort zone by volunteering by accident for something 
I didn’t mean to. These were scary prospects, but by careful preparation and lots of prayer, they 
were never as bad as I thought they’d be. 

I’m much more comfortable just showing up and letting other people take charge and run things, but 
if asked, I will help out. I have learned in my advanced age that this practice is wrong. Those who 
always shoulder the responsibility are the unsung hero’s; without them, nothing would ever get done. 
If they ask for help, they need it. Please be willing to offer your time and talents before being asked. 
The possibilities are endless.  

If you like reading, think about doing announcements or attending a Bible study class. If you kike to 
sing, think about joining the choir. If you like to tinker with things, think about helping with 
maintenance. If you enjoy entertaining, think about assisting with potlucks and other functions in the 
hall. If you like meeting new people, think about helping with evangelism. 

Those in chare will welcome your help and new ideas. They have shouldered this responsibility for 
so long by themselves. 

Please remember the Church is the house of God and it takes all of us to maintain it; By doing so, it 
improves the health of the Church and encourages new growth. We need to remember the Church 
belongs first to God, then to the congregation. The minister is only here to teach and offer spiritual 
support. The experience you get from your Church is in direct proportion to what you put in it. 

 
 

                                                         Millie 

 

Thought for the Day:  Please support ministers who fill your pulpit by being 
in attendance. They provide unique and different ideas and perspectives on 
familiar scriptures. 
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FEBRUARY PUZZLE 
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RECIPE FOR FEBRUARY 

 

Carrot Cake Cheesecake Bars 

Ingredients 

1 cup Butter, melted and slightly cooled 

1 1/2 teaspoons cinnamon, ground 

1 cup plus 1 tablespoon flour, divided 

1 2/3 cups sugar, divided 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

1/2 teaspoon nutmeg, ground 

4 eggs, divided 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

3 teaspoons vanilla extract, divided 

1 1/2 cups finely grated carrots 

2 packages (8 ounces each) cream cheese, room temperature 

2 tablespoons cream 

Instructions 

Preheat oven to 325°F and line an 8 x 8 pan with parchment paper and set aside. 

Mix 1 cup each of the flour and sugar, cinnamon, baking soda, nutmeg and salt in large 

bowl. Add melted butter, 2 of the eggs, 2 teaspoons vanilla extract and carrots; mix 

well. Spread 1/2 of the batter into prepared baking pan. Reserve remaining batter. Set 

aside. 

Beat cream cheese and remaining 2/3 cup sugar in another large bowl with an electric 

mixer until well blended. Add cream, 1 teaspoon of vanilla, remaining 1 tablespoon of flour 

and beat well until blended. Add remaining 2 eggs, 1 at a time mixing until just blended. 

Pour half of the batter on top of the carrot cake batter. 

Drop spoonfuls of the cream cheese mixture and reserved carrot cake batter, alternately, 

over the cheesecake batter in pan. Cut through several times with knife for marble effect. 

Bake 50-60 minutes or until a toothpick inserted in center comes out clean. Cool in pan on 

wire rack.  Serves 12. 
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR FEBRUARY 

“Do everything in love.” 

“2 Corinthians 16:14” 

 

 

““We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Vacant: Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Meg Simons,  

Church Secretary, Asst. Treasure & Financial Secretary: Christi Partee 

 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                            Class of 2020                  Class of 2021              Class of 2022 

                                                Irene Bere                    Faye Brackett                Vacancy 

                                             Vacancy                          Vacancy 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                           Class of 2020                 Class of 2021                Class of 2022 

                                            Meg Simons                 Steve Broskovak                 Vicky Bair                                                                           

                                            Peni Lloyd                        Vacancy 
                                                                                                                     
 

 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


