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Presbyterian ‘Connection’      
February 2019   

 
A Poem for Epiphany and a New Year: T.S. Eliot’s “The Journey of the Magi” 

The Journey of the Magi 
‘A cold coming we had of it, 

Just the worst time of the year 
 

For the journey, and such a long journey: 
The ways deep and the weather sharp, 

The very dead of winter.’ 
And the camels galled, sore-footed, refractory, 

Lying down in the melting snow. 
There were times we regretted 

The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces, 
And the silken girls bringing sherbet. 

Then the camel men cursing and grumbling 
And running away, and wanting their liquor and women, 

And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters, 
And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly 
And the villages dirty and charging high prices: 

A hard time we had of it. 
At the end we preferred to travel all night, 

Sleeping in snatches, 
With the voices singing in our ears, saying 

That this was all folly. 
Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley, 
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation; 

With a running stream and a water-mill beating the darkness, 
And three trees on the low sky, 

And an old white horse galloped away in the meadow. 
Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the lintel, 

Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver, 
And feet kicking the empty wine-skins, 

But there was no information, and so we continued 
And arrived at evening, not a moment too soon 

Finding the place; it was (you may say) satisfactory 
All this was a long time ago, I remember, 

And I would do it again, but set down 
This set down 

This: were we led all that way for 
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly, 

We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death, 
But had thought they were different; this Birth was 
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death, 

We returned to our places, these Kingdoms, 
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation, 

With an alien people clutching their gods. 
I should be glad of another death. 

— T. S. Eliot 
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A Page in The Presbyterian Hymnal adapted from Church practices/hymns, Jan 14, 2013 

 
 

Have you ever wondered what all the information is that you see on each page in the hymnal—
why they include it, and what it means?  In the image below the number indicates a standard 
component of each hymn in The Presbyterian Hymnal.   
1.      Title.  Most often comes from the first line of the first stanza. Occasionally this rule is broken.  
There is an index in the back of the hymnal that you can refer to which lists all of the hymns by first line 
or title. 
2.      Topic:   The hymnal is organized by topical sections. There is an index in the back of the hymnal 
that lists hymns by topic –Easter, Psalms or Opening Hymns, for example.  Scriptural allusion:  Most 
hymns have scriptural allusion. 
3.       Page number. 
4.      Top note:  the melody of the hymn, the part most people will be singing. One of the wonderful 
things about hymns is how little you need to know about music to sing along. As long as you can listen 
to what the piano is playing, all you need to do is watch what direction this top note goes. If it goes up, 
the melody goes up; if it goes down, the melody goes down, and if it stays the same, the melody does 
the same. Once you get the hang of that, start noticing the spaces between the notes. Does a note go 
up in a leap? Or does it only go up slightly? That will tell you if the melody goes up in a leap, or only up 
by a step. 
5.      We commonly refer to these as “verses”. However, at its heart, a hymn is simply a poem set to 
music. If we wrote this hymn out without the music, as a poem, each of what we consider verses would 
be called a stanza. 
6.      Double-barline:  Indicates the end of a section in music. In this particular hymn, it indicates an 
end to the stanza and a start to the refrain. 
7.      Refrain:  Remains the same following each stanza. It’s a way for a hymn writer (or poet) to 
emphasize a certain point using repetition, since it’s sung at the conclusion of every single stanza. In 
this hymn, it serves as a sung response almost like a prayer response: “Lord of all, to thee we raise this 
our hymn of grateful praise.” 
8.      Thicker double-barline:  Indicates the end of the music. Often hymns are written by two different 
people, a poet and a musician, and can be written years, even decades apart. And many new hymns 
have familiar tunes with new words; in those cases, each contributing individual will be cited.  
9.      Tune:  DIX is the name of the tune composed by Conrad Kocher in 1838 and abridged by William 
Henry Monk in 1861.  A hymn is a poem set to a tune.  Folliot S. Pierpoint wrote the poem (words) in 
1864.  
10.      Metrical information:  The numbers tell you how many syllables are in each stanza, and how 
they are laid out. These are also categorized by number in the back in a metrical index. This is useful if 
there is a hymn that has words you really like, but you don’t like the tune. The meter of the tune DIX is 
77.77.77. The first stanza has 7 syllables, and then a second stanza with 7 syllables. The second is the 
same, 7 and then 7, etc. Count for yourself, and see how the meter works. Some meters are so 
common that they have names:  86.86 is called Common Meter, and is abbreviated in the hymnal as 
CM.  66.86 is Short Meter, and is abbreviated SM.  88.88 is Long Meter, and is abbreviated LM.  A D at 
the end: CMD, SMD, or LMD doubles the meter, so CMD would be 86.86.86.86, for example. There are 
hymns that cannot be classified in this fashion, and are marked IRREGULAR. Examples are O Come, 
All Ye Faithful, and Precious Lord, Take My Hand. 
 

                                                                                                                                                      #’s refer to next pg. 
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

 

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship 

on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 

Memorial Hall! 

          

 

 

             December Income - $3,053.00 
 

         December Expenses - $10,173.76 

 

 

THURSDAYS, FROM 11:00 A.M. TO NOON IN 

MEMORIAL HALL. MEN & WOMEN WELCOME. 

                                           CHURCH CHUCKLES 

 

     An inexperienced preacher was to hold a 

graveside burial service at a pauper's cemetery 

for an indigent man with no family or friends. Not 

knowing where the cemetery was, he made several 

wrong turns and got lost. When he eventually 

arrived an hour late, the hearse was nowhere in 

sight, the backhoe was next to the open hole, and 

the workmen were sitting under a tree eating 

lunch. 

      The diligent young pastor went to the open 

grave and found the vault lid already in place. 

Feeling guilty because of his tardiness, he 

preached an impassioned and lengthy service, 

sending the deceased to the great beyond in style. 

      As he returned to his car, he overheard one of 

the workman say to the other, "I've been putting 

in septic tanks for twenty years and I ain't never 

seen anything like that."  
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WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY 

 
 

 

February 3rd 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 & Luke 4:21-30 

COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 
 

February 10th 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 & Luke 5:1-11 

POT LUCK FOLLOWS WORSHIP 

  

 

 

 
February 17th 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 & Luke 6:17-26 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

 
         

February 24th 

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 & Luke 6:27-38 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

February  3  - Dr. Simon                                                                         Dr. Simon 

February 10 - Sandy Erickson 

February 17 - Irene Bere 

February 24 - Sandy Erickson 

 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2019 

February  3 - First, McGehee                                           Inquirers & Candidates for Ministry 

February 10 - First, Lincoln                                              First, Heber Springs 

February 17 - Synod of the Sun                                      Church Musicians 

February 24 - First, Jacksonville                                     Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

 

 
 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   
 

February                                                                          March 
No February Birthdays                                                                        March  3 -  Dick Sass 
                                                                                                               March 10 - Allen Althof 
                                                                                                               March 20 - Betty Perrin 
                                                                                                               March 22 - Pat Erlewine 
                                                                                                               March 28 - Betty Aaron 
                                                                                                               March 30 - Jini Sass 
 
                                                                                                              

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  
 

No February Anniversaries                                           March 18 -  Dr. Roger & Meg Simons                

                                                                                          

 

 

 



 7 

 

COLOR ME 
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  LIBRARY LINES - FEBRUARY 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

New books to the library can be found on the New Book shelves in the main library.  We have a lot of 

series books and the book shelves are  marked for series.  Stand alone books are on the main book 

shelves. Located in the back of the library are the non-fiction, reference, biography books and Bibles as 

well as Bible reference material. 

Please take the time to check out all the books we have to offer. 

                                                                                                        Happy Reading, 

                                                Faye Brackett, Librarian 

  

Join Pastor for a Seminar on being Presbyterian 

Pastor Cindy will facilitate four, hour long sessions on being Presbyterian beginning February 

17th after church.  The book that will be used is The Presbyterian Handbook (2006).   

This book provides historical and up-to-date theological information about Presbyterian beliefs 

along-side fun filled facts and practical tips on being a church-going follower of Jesus Christ.  It is 

intended for learning and enjoyment, and meant to spur conversation, to inform and edify, and to 

make you laugh.  Think of the book as a comedian with a dry sense of humor and a degree in theology. 

Some of the topics include: 

Sacraments – Baptism and Holy Communion 

What to bring to a church potluck 

The Church reformed and always being reformed 

Five funniest Bible stories 

How to be saved (by grace through faith and not by your good works) 

How to stay awake during a sermon 
 

Hope you will attend.  Please let Pastor know, or sign-up with Christi in the office so that a book will 

be ordered for you. 
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MISSION MINUTE      

FEBRUARY - 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

  

Happy New Year! As we move from Christmas to Epiphany, my thoughts continue to 
dwell on a powerful experience I had during Advent. 

In mid-December, I had the privilege of participating in La Posada Sin Fronteras, a 25-
year tradition where friends from Tijuana and Southern California come together at the 
U.S.-Mexico border to celebrate the coming of Christ in our midst. 

The Posada is a re-enactment of the story of Mary and Joseph seeking shelter in 
Bethlehem the night of Jesus’ birth. This celebration reminds us of the call to welcome 
and offer hospitality to those who seek shelter and sanctuary from harsh elements of 
this world — both natural and human caused disasters. 

This year’s bi-national event was very moving, as the border wall kept us from 
celebrating as one community. 

We prayed for these who lost their lives on the journey to a better life, including Jakelin 
Caal Maquin, a 7-year-old migrant from Guatemala, who died in detention on Dec. 8. 
Too often we prayed for Desconocido, meaning “unknown” in Spanish. We prayed for 
their families of those who died and all who are caught in the throes of a confusing and 
unjust immigration system. 

As we sang “Silent Night,” we could hear the faint echoes of that powerful, gentle hymn 
coming from the other side of the wall. It was a prayerful sound of both lamentation and 
whispers of hope for a different future. 

I grieved the artificial border that has separated us one from another. I grieved the loss 
of community and the opportunity to greet one another in the name of Christ. I realized 
how important it is to connect as members one of another, as the family of faith. It is the 
only way we will break down the walls that divide us — philosophical, political, religious 
walls, along with the physical walls that we build to keep out “the other.” 

As we step in to this new year, it is my prayer that individually and collectively we can 
find the sacred spaces to do this hard work of crossing borders, of breaking down the 
dividing walls that separate us from greeting one another in the name of Christ and 
seeing the image of Christ in those we greet and welcome. 

I invite you to seek opportunities, in your own community, in your own church to seek 
out those sacred spaces. 

From A monthly Compassion, Peace and Justice newsletter devoted to sharing the 
Church’s work on issues such as the environment, hunger and food, human rights, 
social welfare, disaster assistance, and much more.   
 

 - Sara Lisherness Director of Compassion Peace & Justice. 
 

Submitted by the Mission Committee 
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       Till We Speak Again 
 FEBRUARY 2019 

  

    

I remember all the way back to the days of my childhood that if a group of us kids tried to do 

something sneaky or to surprise someone, it worked out well for everybody else, but not for 

me. I have learned in my 29 year x? age, that if anything at all can go wrong, it will happen to 

me. Even the simplest things in everyday life, like making a payment on a bill.  

 

I get a shut off notice, but I had paid the bill the day I got it.  I call the company, which says, 

“it never got the payment.” Then they say “I have to prove that I paid the bill.” 

 Next I have to call the bank to see if the check has cleared and ask for a copy of the front 

and back of it, which they will provide for a fee. I then fax them to ’said company’, they give 

me confirmation and the credit for the payment, but no explanation as to what went wrong, 

still leaving the impression that it was still somehow my fault….You’d think my black cloud 

would go away eventually, but “NO”! 

 

All I can say is “Thank you Lord” for giving me patience! Also, thank you for reminding me 

to treat others the way I want to be treated and forgiving me when I sometimes throw a hissy 

fit, making a complete fool out of myself. Also, thank you for giving me the courage to go 

back to those same people and say “I’m sorry” and truly mean it. 

Sometimes I think those little black clouds are God’s way of checking my progress as a 

Christian. Am I truly practicing what I learn or is it going in one ear and out the other?      

    

                                                                                                      Millie 

 

 

Thought for the Day:  Life’s black clouds make us appreciate  

the sun, even more! 
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FEBRUARY PUZZLE 
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RECIPE FOR FEBRUARY 

 

Easy Chicken Parmesan Soup 

I N G R E D I E N T S  

1 pound frozen chicken tenders 

2 tablespoons olive oil 

1 large onion (diced) 

3 cloves garlic (minced) 

3 tablespoons tomato paste 

1 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes 

1 (15 oz) can diced tomatoes 

4 cups low sodium chicken broth 

8 ounces penne pasta (uncooked) 

1 1/2 cups shredded Parmesan 

1/2 cups shredded mozzarella 

salt and pepper to taste 

fresh parsley to garnish (optional) 

I N S T R U C T I O N S  

Cook chicken tenders according to directions on package, then cut into bite-sized pieces. Set 

aside. 

In a large pot, heat oil over medium heat. Add onion and cook until tender (about 6 minutes). 

Add garlic and cook until fragrant, about 1 minute more. Stir in tomato paste and crushed 

red pepper flakes. 

Add diced tomatoes and chicken broth and bring to a simmer. Let cook for 5-6 minutes. 

Add pasta and cook 6-8 minutes more, or until pasta is al dente. 

Right before serving, mix in cooked chicken, Parmesan and mozzarella until just melted and 

season generously with salt and pepper. 

Ladle into bowls and top with parsley. 
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR FEBRUARY 

“But you are a shield around me, O LORD; you bestow glory on me and lift up my head.” 

“Psalm 3:3”  

 

“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev Cindy Saul, Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Meg Simons,  

Church Secretary & Financial Secretary: Christi Partee 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                            Class of 2019                   Class of 2020                  Class of 2021 

                                              Sandy Erickson                    Irene Bere                   Faye Brackett 

                                            Pat Erlewine                       Vacancy                        Vacancy 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                           Class of 2019                    Class of 2020                 Class of 2021 

                                             Vicky Bair                        Meg Simons                Steve Broskovak                                                                                

                                              Vacancy                          Peni Lloyd                      Vacancy 
                                                                                                                     
 

 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


