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VALENTINE’S DAY 

Have you ever wondered how Valentine’s Day came to be a big day of 

celebration?  You may remember when you were a kid in school when it was a day of 

exciting activity, passing out Valentine Cards to friends, having a party with 

refreshments, etc.  As you grew up, it may have brought a special box of candies to 

or from someone special in your life, or whom you wanted to be special in your life.  

Where and how did all this begin? I recommend going you your computer search 

engine and typing in “Valentine Day”.  There is lot of interesting historical data to 

read, probably more than you may want to spend delving into. 

One thing you will discover is that there are at least three St. Valentines.  It 

commemorates on the same day, February 14th, three outstanding men of faith over a 

span of centuries who have been recognized for their faith and concern about the 

interests and love of young men and women.  All three were martyred for their faith 

and service for the Lord.  The one that probably is the key one in connection to how 

we celebrate Valentine’s Day is the first mentioned.  Tradition tells us that he is “the 

patron saint of love”.  God performed miracles through him and through him taught 

people how to recognize and experience “true love”.  He was jailed for “performing 

weddings for couples during a time when new marriages were outlawed in ancient 

Rome.”  He refused to renounce his faith and while jailed “sent a loving note to a 

child he had been helping to teach, the daughter of his jailer. That note eventually led 

to the tradition of sending Valentine cards.”  He was arrested during the reign of 

Claudius II, condemned to death for his faith.  He was beaten with clubs and 

beheaded on February 14, 270AD. 

St. Valentine was an example of God’s love for us in Jesus Christ.  Let us be 

exemplars of God’s love in every way we can. 

God bless!  Fred 
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

 

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship 

on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 

Memorial Hall!  

          

 

 

             December Income - $3,658.00 
 

         December Expenses - $5,513.04 

 

THURSDAYS, FROM 11:00 A.M. TO NOON IN 

MEMORIAL HALL. MEN & WOMEN WELCOME. 
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WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY 
 
 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 4th 

“The Bride and the Bridegroom” 

John 3:22-36 

COMMUNION 
 

 

 
FEBRUARY 11th 

“New Worship” 

John 4:4-26 
POT LUCK 

 
 
 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY 18th 

“The Bread of Life” 

John 6:35-51 
BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

 

 
 

FEBRUARY 25th 

“The Light of the World” 

John 8:12-30 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
 

 

 



 4 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

February   4 - Sandy Erickson & Dr. Simons                                  Ed & Peni Lloyd 

February 11 - Celia & Roger Millard 

February 18 - Irene Bere & Elaine Miller 

February 25 - Linda Allensworth & Faye Brackett 
 

 

 

 

 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2018 

February   4 - First, McGehee                                          Inquirers & Candidates for Ministry 

February 11 - First, Lincoln                                             First, Heber Springs 

February 18 - Synod of the Sun                                      Church Ministries 

February 25 - First, Jacksonville                                     Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

 

 
 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   
 

      February                                                                    March 
No February  Birthdays                                                                 March   3 - Dick Sass 

                                                                                              March 10 - Allen Althof                                                            

                                                                                             March 20 - Betty Perrin                                                              

                                                                                              March 22 - Pat Erlewine                                                              

                                                                                             March 28 - Betty Aaron                                                              

                                                                                        March 30 - Jini Sass                                                              

                                                                                           
 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  
                                                                             March 14 - Roger & Celia Millard     

No February Anniversaries                                           March 18  - Dr. Roger & Meg Simons 
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  LIBRARY LINES - FEBRUARY 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

Two  Christmas fiction books have been donated: A THRILL OF HOPE/HEAVENLY 

PEACE by Patti Berg and THE SOUNDING JOY/LOVE'S PURE LIGHT by Sunni 

Jeffers and Camy Tang. 

 

"In A THRILL OF HOPE, the beautiful Christmas ornament that mysteriously 

appears on Diane's doorstep brings with it the haunting cries of a baby in the night 

and poignant memories of her late mother's final wish, which set her on a course to 

bring a living Nativity back to Marble Cove.  With Christmas Just Four weeks out 

and one obstacle after another standing in her way, time isn't on Diane's side--but 

hope is.  Still, she knows it will take a miracle!" 

 

"In HEAVENLY PEACE, Shelley's Christmas season is shattered by the unexpected 

arrival of her mother--without her stepfather--adding to a busy baking 

schedule.  And when Shelley's father and stepmother arrive early for their visit, 

the turmoil deepens.  Tasked with finding the costumes for the living Nativity, 

Shelley is convinced she'll need a miracle of her own when all of her efforts yield 

nothing. Can she find  peace amid the chaos?" 

 

Even though Christmas is past, Christmas books and stories are timeless.  Enjoy the 

books. 

                      Faye Brackett, Librarian  
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MISSION MINUTE      

FEBRUARY - 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

"As Rebekah stood on a hill outside her Nigerian village one hot day in 2014, she could 
do nothing but watch as her house and church burned to the ground.  She and her 
neighbors were devastated at the sight of their village in flames and helpless to defend 
themselves against the heavily armed Boko Haram militants who had caused the 
destruction.   But for Rebekah, that wasn't the worst of it; she later learned that her 
husband and a son had been killed in the attack.  Seven months after Rebekah's life 
was so radically altered by the Islamist attack, Nigerian military forces pushed Boko 
Haram out of the region.  Though the destruction was widespread, government 
authorities allowed Rebekah and the other villagers to return to the charred remains of 
their homes to reclaim what was left.  As she sifted through the ashes, Rebekah's heart 
filled with hope at the discovery of her burned but still usable Bible.  She bent over, 
carefully picked it up and brushed away the ashes.  "Thank you, Lord," she 
sighed.  Although parts of Genesis and Revelation were burned, the rest of her Bible 
survived intact.  As she continued to mourn the loss of her husband, a son, her home 
and her church, the charred bible was a source of great comfort. 

"Each time I open my Bible during my studies, it reminds me of God's faithfulness," she 
said. "Seeing the ashes of some (pages) I could no longer read makes God's Word 
more alive in my heart."  Rebekah said she takes special encouragement from verses 
describing the Lord as a husband to widows.  "I always look up to the Lord for every 
need," she said.  But she looks primarily to the Book of Job for solace.  She said it 
helped her realize that her relationship with God is all she really had.  "Job said, 'Naked 
I came and naked I go back,'" she explained.  " He didn't come with anything and he is 
never turning back to God with anything.  The Lord has given and the Lord has taken." 

Rebekah still chooses to use her burned Bible today.  While a new one would be nice, 
her tattered copy has gotten her through some difficult times.  It's the Bible her church 
gave her when she and her husband married, and it's the Bible they read to their 
children every day.  Persecutors often try to weaken the faith of Christians by taking or 
destroying their Bibles.  And many more believers don't own a copy of God's Word in 
which to seek God's guidance and comfort as they face persecution.  Even in 
communist and Islamic countries where governments severely punish anyone caught 
with a Bible, believers still regularly ask us for them.   And The Voice of the Martyrs is 
committed to filling this need for Bibles in the most dangerous and restricted areas of 
the world.  In recent years, we have distributed more than 1 million Bibles each year, 
and we won't stop until every believer has one.  Despite the damage caused by fire, 
Rebekah clings to her treasured copy of God's Living Word and is grateful that it 
survived the Boko Haram attack.  "That is what I am still holding onto," she said." 
 

                                                                                      Submitted by the Mission Committee  
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       Till We Speak Again 
 FEBRUARY 2018 

 

 

There is so much upheaval and turmoil in the whole world today, we as Christians 
should do our best to insure that our corner of it is a more calm and stress free zone.  
How do we do that you ask?  There are several small things we can all do that can 
make a  big difference in our community as a whole.  Treating others with the respect 
and kindness which we each want to be treated with is a start.  Tolerance for other 
peoples opinions.  Listen to what they have to say.  I mean really listen, not just nod 
your head and pretend.  Sometimes it’s better to keep our own opinions to ourselves, 
especially if they are of the negative variety.   

 

Let those in charge make the decisions and uphold them, respecting their decisions.  
Sometimes there are just too many chiefs and not enough indians to really get things 
done.  After all, it’s not always about us!!  Don’t judge people by first impressions.  
You don’t know them, and first impressions are usually wrong. (That is one of the 
harder ones.)  We aren’t supposed to judge anyway, that’s Gods job not ours. (thank 
goodness).  Lend a helping hand when you can.  It may be no more than opening a 
door for someone or just smiling and saying hi, but it will make both parties feel 
better.  And Last, put your temper in the closet and leave it there.  When you let it out, 
the one it hurts the most and causes the most trouble for is you!!  (Of that I’ve had 
lot’s of experience with.)  Like the late John Lennon said “Give Peace a Chance.” 

 

                                                                                                  Luv, Millie 
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RECIPE FOR FEBRUARY 
 

CHICKEN CHILI WITH SWEET POTATOES 

 

Ingredients 

 1 large onion, chopped 

 3 cloves garlic, minced 

 2 cups cubed sweet potato ( ½-inch) 

 1 medium green bell pepper, chopped 

 2 tablespoons chili powder 

 2 teaspoons ground cumin 

 1 teaspoon dried oregano 

 

 1 15-ounce can low-sodium cannellini beans, rinsed 

 2 cups low-sodium chicken broth or homemade chicken stock 

 1 cup frozen corn 

 2 cups cubed cooked chicken ( ½-inch; about 10 ounces) 

 ¾ teaspoon salt 

 ¼ teaspoon ground pepper 

 Sour cream, avocado and/or cilantro for garnish 
 

Directions 
 

Heat oil in a large pot over medium-high heat. Add onion, garlic, sweet potato and bell 

pepper; cook, stirring occasionally, until the vegetables are slightly softened, 5 to 6 minutes. 

Stir in chili powder, cumin and oregano and cook, stirring until fragrant, 1 minutes. 

 

Add beans and broth (or stock) and bring to a boil. Reduce heat, partially cover and simmer 

gently for 15 minutes. 

 

Increase heat to medium-high and stir in corn; cook 1 minute.  

Add chicken and cook until heated through, 1 to 2 minutes more. 

Remove from heat. Stir in salt and pepper.  

Serve topped with sour cream, avocado and or cilantro, if desired. 
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR FEBRUARY 
“The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making the wise the simple.” 

“The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart.”  

“The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes.” 

“Psalm 19:7-8” 

 

 

“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Fred Taylor, Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Ken Hobart,  

Secretary: Christi Partee, Financial Secretary: Elaine Miller 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                        Class of 2020                     Class of 2018                 Class of 2019 

                                             Ed Lloyd                          Pam Hobart                  Sandy Erickson 

                                                                             Vacancy                       Pat Erlewine 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                       Class of 2020                     Class of 2018                 Class of 2019 

                                        Meg Simons                        Ken Hobart                    Vicky Bair 

                                         Peni Lloyd                      Steve Broskovak                   Vacancy 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


