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Presbyterian ‘Connection’      
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“A SEASON FOR REMINICING” 

 
The meaning of Christmas 

is not for this season alone. 

It is the spirit of love that 

God sent with the Gift of His Son, 

that reaches from His heart to the hearts 

of His children on earth. 

It is ours to share through every season, 

through every day of the year. 

 

 This quotation probably came from a Christmas card.  I don’t remember where I copied it from many years ago or 

know the name of the author.  It gives us something wonderful to think about and make part of our daily living.  

The Advent and Christmas Seasons are wonderful times of the year.  Advent initiates the beginning of the Christian 

Year.  This year it began with the last Sunday in November.  It is truly the most exciting time of the year.  The 

coming of Christ into our world makes life an exciting adventure, especially when we let HIM come into our heart.  

Advent reminds us the He is coming again.   

 

 The Advent Season brings a freshness to our Christian faith when we remember “The Real Reason for the Season”, 

the coming of our Savior.  It is a time to restore the joy of our salvation.  Let us celebrate Advent with expectation 

that Christ will come afresh into our hearts with all His power and glory. 

 

 The first Sunday in Advent is a reminder that Jesus, through God’s forgiveness, came to save us from our sins.  It is 

the day we light the first candle for “HOPE”.  In the Bible, “Hope” expresses “Expectation”.  We have the “Great 

“Expectation”, not wishful thinking, that the Spirit of Christ being with us always and bringing peace, joy and love 

to us.  

 

The second Sunday we light is the candle reminder of “PEACE”.  Jesus taught us to live in peace with 

others as we love one another.  Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you; not as the world gives do I 

give to you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” ---John 14:27 

 

The third Advent candle represents “JOY”.  When Jesus was born, He brought “JOY” into the world.  “And 

the angel of the Lord said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be 

to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.’”--Luke 2:10-11 

 

The fourth candle is the Candle of “LOVE”.  It was through God’s love that Jesus was born of the Virgin 

Mary and became Christ the Savior.  Let us remember these things and let them be a daily life experience for us.  

Let us share the Christ with others throughout the coming year. 

 

God bless!  Fred 
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Our Church Face Book page 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

 

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship on 

Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in Memorial 

Hall! (*No coffee on Dec. 24th ) 

          

          October Income - $3,749.51 

      October Expenses - $6,292.99 

THURSDAYS, FROM 11:00 A.M. TO NOON IN 

MEMORIAL HALL. MEN & WOMEN WELCOME. 

 

 

 

PW&M Monthly Meeting 

PW& M will meet  at 9:00 a.m. at Hank & 

Kate’s Bakery & Café for our December 

meeting.  Men & Women are welcome to 

attend. Come join in for good food &  

wonderful fellowship. 
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WORSHIP IN DECEMBER 

 
 

December 6th 

“Christ, Our Peace” 

Luke 1:67-79 

COMMUNION 

 
 

December 13th 

Guest Minister 

“POT LUCK 

 
December 20th 

“Christ, Our Love” 

1 John 3:16-20 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 

 
December 24th 

CANDLELIGHT 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

6:00 P.M. 

 
 
 

December 27th 

“My Messenger” 

Malachi 3:1-17 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

December  6 - Ken Hobart & Faye Brackett                   Ed & Peni Lloyd 

December 13 - Bill & Mary Kerr 

December 20 - Amy Johnson & Faye Brackett 

December 24 - Christmas Eve Service - 6:00 p.m. - Meg Simons 

December 27 - Irene & Elaine Miller 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2015 

December  6 - Mountainburg Church              Retired Teaching Elders & Educators 

December 13 - Laotian Ministry, Ft. Smith                             First, Stuttgart 

December 20 - Memorial Church, Atkins                             First, Walnut Ridge 

December 27 - Kirk of the Hills, Fairfield Bay          One-O-One Church, Gamaliel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 
 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

December                                                                    January 
December   5 -  Lee Powell                                                             January  9 - Mary Kerr                                        
December   8 -  Linda Allensworth                                                January 19 - Bob Hobbs 
December 11 - Jewel Riley 
December 20 -  Bruce Powell 
 
 

                                                                                                       

 

ANNIVERSARIES  
December 30 - Bob & Gloria Wiles                                     January 28 - Ray & Pat Erlewine 
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  LIBRARY LINES - DECEMBER 2015 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

 We have had several books donated to the library.  Some of them can be 

found on the library cart in the Children’s Library.  Two of them are as 

follows:  WHITE CHRISTMAS PIE by Wanda Brunstetter and COME RAIN 
OR COME SHINE by Jan Karon which is our featured book. 
  
“Over the course of ten Mitford novels, fans have kept a special place in their hearts for 

Dooley Kavanagh, first seen in At Home in Mitford as a barefoot, freckle-faced boy in 
filthy overalls.” 
“Now, Father Tim Kavanagh’s adopted son has graduated from vet school and opened 
his own animal clinic. Since money will be tight for a while, maybe he and Lace Harper, 
his once and future soul mate, should keep their wedding simple.” 
“So the plan is to eliminate the cost of catering and do potluck.” “Ought to be fun.” 
“An old friend offers to bring his well-known country band, “Gratis.” 
“And once mucked out, the barn works as a perfect venue for seating family and friends; 
Piece of cake, right?” 
 
In Come Rain or Come Shine, Jan Karon delivers the wedding that millions of Mitford 
fans have waited for. “It’s a June day in the mountains, with more than a few creatures 
great and small, and you’re invited—because you’re family. By the way, it’s a pretty 
casual affair, so come as you are and remember to bring a tissue or two. After all, what’s 
a good wedding without a good cry?” 
  

Also located in the Children’s Library on a library cart are the Christmas 
books.  Take the time to pick out a Christmas book to read during this 

Blessed Season. We have some really good ones. 
 

 Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all. 

                    Faye Brackett, Librarian  
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MISSION MINUTE      

 DECEMBER-2015 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

 
 
 

 
WE WILL BE PARTICIPATING IN THE CHRISTMAS 
JOY OFFERING AGAIN THIS YEAR STARTING ON 
NOVEMBER 29

th
 THRU DECEMBER 22

nd
.   

DONATION ENVELOPES WILL BE IN THE PEWS.  
PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO READ THE JOY 
OFFERING INSERTS. 

“FOR GOD WHO HAS PROMISED IS FAITHFUL.” 
HEBREWS 10:23 

  
  
WE WILL ALSO HAVE THE CHRISTMAS CARD TREE 
IN THE NARTHEX.  THE DONATIONS WILL GO TO 
THE FOOD PANTRY.  PLEASE BE SURE TO MARK 
YOUR DONATION AS “CHRISTMAS CARD TREE.” 

  
 
 

                           - Submitted by The Mission Committee 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN & MEN 

 

 

 

General Meeting of Presbyterian Women and Men 

October 13, 2015, Hank and Katie's Cafe  

 

Our October breakfast meeting of PW&M was attended by 11 members.  Our greeters were Bill Kerr 
and Amy Johnson.  Acting Moderator, Mary Kerr brought the meeting to order at 9:30 AM with Steve 
Broskovak opening with prayer and a reading from Colossians.  Norma Taylor gave the devotion 
from 1 Samuel and asked for personal reflection on” the baggage” in our lives that creates a 
obstacle to our  obedience to God.   

Reports:  Secretary, Amy Johnson asked for any changes or corrections or additions to the 
September meeting minutes.  There were none so the minutes will be placed on file.  November 
meeting Acting Moderator will be Steve Broskovak, with Vicky Bair giving the devotion, and Bill Kerr 
and Irene Bere will be our greeters.  Amy read a thank-you from Flippin Schools for our donation to 
their Lunch Program. 

Treasurer, Mary Kerr recapped her treasurer's report for September with a beginning balance of 
$1992.25, with total receipts of $144 and total disbursements of $626.10, leaving a balance on 
September 30 of $1,510.15.  She shared that after our team meeting on Oct. 1, she paid out $200 to 
Bull Shoals Food Pantry's Christmas Basket Project and $100 to Baxter Day Service, completing our 
obligations to the ministries we voted to support back in March, 2015.  Mary also reported that to 
date, she has collected $476 towards the Baked Potato Bash fundraiser coming up later in October. 

Publicity chair, Vicky Bair reports that she's covered the publicity for this meeting and for the 
fundraiser.  She will follow up on availability and placement of banners to further advertise the 
Potato Bash to the community. 

Announcements:  Pastor Fred Taylor asked that we all collect our unwanted and operable ink pens 
and pencils from home and bring them to each meeting for collection for school students in need.  
Mary Kerr also asked that we give any unused greeting cards to Irene Bere for her use through 
PW&M.  Irene asks that they be “thinking of you” cards, please, and in new or good condition. 

OLD BUSINESS:   

Amy Johnson discussed decisions made by the coordinating team since the last meeting regarding 
a speaker from Hospice of the Ozarks at a future PW&M meeting.  Executive Director of HO, Greg 
Wood, was contacted by Amy, and he is glad to speak to us at our Nov. 10 meeting.  Due to Hank 
And Katie's Cafe being unable to provide a private setting for a speaker for us, we decided to meet 
in November at the church's Memorial Hall.  Originally, the team decided to serve a light continental 
breakfast that morning, but Norma Taylor offered to bake breakfast casserole(s) for a hot breakfast.  
A vote was unanimous for a full breakfast.  We will advertise to the church membership and 
encourage all to attend and to make a reservation so we know how to plan.  Amy will write up an 
announcement for the next Connection to begin getting the word out.  Irene Bere made a motion that 
PW&M make a $100 donation to Hospice of the Ozarks, to be given to Greg Wood the day he 
speaks to us.  Paula Sheppard seconded the motion.   All were in favor.  Sign-up sheet for needed 
foods and services will be discussed at the October 29 team meeting. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Con’t…... 
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PW& M con’t….. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Head Start Christmas Project – Vicky Bair gave us preliminary counts of at least 18 children we will 
sponsor, but there's likely to be more before we start purchasing late in November. 

Everyone needs to be prayerfully considering how they can serve  PW&M in an official capacity.  We 
will need a Moderator and a Treasurer for 2016.  A decision must be made in November so they can 
be voted on in December. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Buy your Potato Bash tickets now! The date is October 24 with only one Sunday left to purchase 
tickets and sign up for baking cakes, donations of time and foods.  Gloves will be used for all food 
handlers and kitchen helpers at the fundraiser, Mary reminds us. 

Please remember to bring in your dollars and change for the missions “dishes” and toiletries for 
donation to the Bull Shoals Food Pantry each month. 

Discussion was opened by Mary Kerr on ways to spend our funds after the October fundraiser money 
is tallied and added to our bank balance.  Amy Johnson said two suggestions the coordinating team is 
making would be donating to our church's Helping Hand Fund and/or our local Ministerial Alliance 
fund.  A decision will be made after the fundraiser at the next coordinating team meeting. 

Next General meeting:  November 10, 2015, 9:30 AM at Memorial Hall. 

Pastor Fred closed us in prayer and Acting Moderator, Mary adjourned the meeting at 10:50 AM. 
 

                                                                         Respectfully submitted by Secretary, Amy Johnson 
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BULL SHOALS FOOD PANTRY – NEWSLETTER 

(By the Community, for the Community) 
 

P.O. Box 691, 1013 Lake Shore Rd. Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 
 

September/October 2015 

 

What a busy time we have had over the last two months.  The City Wide Yard Sales was a great event for our 

Pantry, and we thank all of you who donated items for the sale, for all the volunteers who worked so hard to 

get everything done, and everyone who came, ate, and donated to our cause.  THANKS, THANKS, 

THANKS !! 
 

After the yard sale weekend, Rosemarie Ward was busy getting everything ready for October Fest, and what 

a wonderful job she did.  We had good food, great music, and a wonderful selection of items in the silent 

auction.  The raffle items also did very well and the winners were:  Ruby Kowalke won the Weekend 

Houseboat adventure donated by Bull Shoals Lake Boat Dock, Dee Crawford won the Charbroil Grill, donated 

by Harp’s, Bull Shoals, and Sue Harrell won the Gift Certificate donated by WalMart; congratulations to the 

winners and to all who bid and won items in the silent auction.  Thanks to everyone for making this night a Big 

success. 
 

The next weekend in October saw the Food Pantry at the Hillbilly Chili Cook-off, and we had a great time 

decorating our booth, selling our raffle tickets for the quilt, and enjoying the fun of the day.  Christi Bowers was 

the winner of the quilt and quilt rack.  Congratulations!!! 
 

With October half way over, everyone is busy working on signing up clients for Christmas Baskets, planning for 

the holidays, and working hard to make sure there is always enough on the shelves for our clients.  This time 

of year is harder for many, so if you can, please help us out with monetary and food item donations.  The 

Pantry is open Wednesday and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. or you can donate through your church, 

or by mailing a check to our post office box.  Every dollar goes a long way to helping feed our clients. 
 

Hoping that all of you have time to enjoy our wonderful fall colors, the great weather, and the joy of getting 

ready for the holidays with family and friends. 
 

 

Who Can You Call? Our Manager, Bonnie Galvan 870-431-4338 or Peni Lloyd (newsletter) 870-656-5033 
 

 

August & September by the numbers:       (2 month statistics) 

Number of Households served: 401                             Total Number of People: 968 

Pounds of food donated:   6,100                                    Total Volunteer Hours:  859 

Commodity Pounds:  3,066                                         Total Pounds distributed: 20,050 (est.) 
 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 

“Encourage one another and build each other up”  Thessalonians 5:11 
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ADULTS CAN ENJOY COLORING TOO! 

How many Robins can you find in the picture? 
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       Till We Speak Again 
 
 

 

There is no question and answer this month, just me and I wanted to wish everyone a Joyous 

Christmas Season filled with love and laughter.  This is the season for giving, it started when 

God gave us his son, Jesus, through Mary. That is still the first and by far the best Christmas 

gift, the rest is just stuff. Believe me, I know about stuff.  I’m the queen of clutter – but it 

doesn’t mean diddly!! 

 

 

God’s gift was given out of love, and we can pass that gift on by being kind to and loving one 

another.  No, we are not perfect, and some people are harder than others just to get along 

with; not to mention love. This is just one of God’s little tests.  I know I’ve been considered 

cranky by more than a few people now and again.           

  

We can give gifts of love each and every day of the year, not just at Christmas time, and they 

are free!!  A kind word, a compliment (from the heart), a word of encouragement, a smile, a 

pat on the back for a job well done, holding the door open for someone, helping to carry 

something, and last but not least, a visit.  People remember the good deeds you do for them, 

more than the stuff you give.  What did you get last year for Christmas??… I thought so. 
 

 

                                                                                                         Luv, Millie  aka Meg 

 

 

Thought for the Day: Always learn !  Explore the possibilities…….  

 

 

 

To My Church Family, 

 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards and food. I miss all of you and hope to 

back worshiping with you soon. 
 

                                                                                                                  Sandy Erickson 

 

FOR WITH GOD NOTHING SHALL BE IMPOSSIBLE.  Luke 1:37 
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DECEMBER PUZZLE 
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RECIPE FOR DECEMBER 
 

Christmas Breakfast Casserole Recipe 
 

 

 

INGREDIENTS 

1 pound bulk Italian sausage (or other sausage) 

1 cup chopped onion  

1 jar (7 ounces) roasted red peppers, drained and chopped, divided  

1 package (10 ounces) frozen chopped spinach, thawed and well drained  

1 cup all-purpose flour  

1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese  

1 teaspoon dried basil  

1/2 teaspoon salt  

8 eggs  

2 cups milk  

1 cup (4 ounces) shredded provolone cheese  

Fresh rosemary sprigs, optional  

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Preheat oven to 425°. In a skillet, cook sausage and onion over medium heat until sausage is no longer 

pink; drain. Transfer to a greased 3-qt. baking dish. Sprinkle with half of the red peppers and all the 

spinach.  

2. In a bowl, combine flour, Parmesan cheese, basil and salt. Combine eggs and milk; add to dry ingredients 

and mix well. Pour over spinach.  

3. Bake 20-25 minutes or until a knife inserted near center comes out clean. Sprinkle with provolone cheese 

and remaining red peppers. Bake 2 minutes longer or until cheese is melted. Let stand 5 minutes before 

cutting. Garnish with rosemary if desired. Yield: 10-12 servings.  

 

Nutritional Facts 

1 serving (1 each) equals 232 calories, 13 g fat (6 g saturated fat), 170 mg cholesterol, 531 mg sodium, 13 g 

carbohydrate, 1 g fiber, 14 g protein.  
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR DECEMBER 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life .“ 

“John 3:16”                                                                                                                   

 

 

 ~MISSION STATEMENT~ 

“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Fred Taylor, Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Ken Hobart,  

Secretary: Christi Partee, Financial Secretary: Dick Sass, Asst. Financial Secretary: Elaine Miller 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                       Class of 2015                                                               Class of 2016                      Class of 2017 

                                           Pam Hobart                      Sandy Erickson                     Ed Lloyd   

                                       Dick Sass                         Pat Erlewine                        Amy Johnson 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                       Class of 2015                     Class of 2016                       Class of 2017 

                                       Ken Hobart                        Vicky Bair                           Meg Simons              

                                       Steve Broskovak                  Jini Sass                             Peni Lloyd 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 

 
 
Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


