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Presbyterian ‘Connection’      
DECEMBER 2019 

 

JESUS IS BORN 
 

In the first century the world was unaware of that event, the biggest since creation happened and that Jesus was born. 

 
 

A Predicted Place 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea 

The prophet Micah said this was going to happen. It sure didn’t look like Jesus was going to be born 

there because Mary was in Nazareth, not Bethlehem. And what do we see? God made the greatest 

power on earth at that time, the Roman government, to take action which put Mary in Bethlehem where 

Jesus was born. So, some 700 years earlier the prophet Micah said that Christ Jesus was going to be 

born. That sure gave people time to explain away and try to say Micah was wrong. Now, I say this 

because there are lots of people who question Jesus’ second coming. You see, sadly there have 

always been unbelievers.  

A Powerful Prince 
In the days of Herod the king  

Some question why God didn’t pick another time, a better time, for Jesus to be born. You see, Herod 

was a truly evil king who at one time had babies 2 and younger in the area of Bethlehem killed to 

protect his own interests. Really this should encourage all of us. Have you ever felt like everything is 

against you and maybe even thought God Himself couldn’t fix things? Well, remember that Christ was 

born in the day of wicked Herod. Don’t give up, back up, surrender, or quit. If Christ born in the day of 

Herod survived, God can get you through anything regardless of how difficult it may appear. 

A Pious People 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem 

The wise worship: the word here “wise men” can even be translated to “scientist.” However, while we 

know these guys were smart, the context helps us to understand that they had wisdom and so we 

translate it as “wise men.” So what of this you say? Well, the Bible teaches wisdom lends to worshiping 

this baby born in a manger. That means that you here today, to worship Jesus, are wise too; you have 

wisdom. We don’t know how many wise men, although most nativity scenes portray 3 possibly 

because of the 3 gifts offered to Jesus.  

Something to note from them in regard to worship: Most of us could be doing other things, instead we 

are here to do the best thing, worship as God created us to do so. 
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship 

on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 

Memorial Hall! 

 

 

October Income - $ 

October Expenses - $ 

 

Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. is Adult Bible School, 

following Worship. Lead by Dr. Roger Simons. 

    CHURCH CHUCKLES 

 

A Sunday School teacher asked her class 
why Joseph and Mary took Jesus with 

them to Jerusalem. 

A small child replied, "They couldn't get 

a babysitter. " 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 

behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 

shall be to all people. For unto you is born this 

day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 

the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye 

shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with 

the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 

men. 

                                                       Luke 2:10-14           

 

 

We want to thank everyone for 

all the cards, calls and prayers. 

They are so much appreciated.  

Love,                                                                                                                   

Mary & Bill Kerr 
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WORSHIP IN DECEMBER 
 
 

DECEMBER 1ST 

1st Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122 

Romans 13:11-14 & Matthew 24:36-44 

COMMUNION 
 
 

DECEMBER   8TH 

2nd Sunday of Advent                          

Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19 

Romans 15:4-13 & Matthew 3:1-12 

BRUNCH POTLUCK 

 
 

DECEMBER  15TH           

3rd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10 

James 5:7-10 & Matthew 11:2-11 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 
 

DECEMBER  22ND 

4th Sunday of Advent - Christmas Joy Offering 

Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 & Matthew 1:18-25 
 

 

DECEMBER  29TH 

Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148 

Hebrews 2:10-18 & Matthew 2:13-23 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

December 1 - Dr. Simons                                                                       Dr. Simons 

December 8 - Mary Kerr 

December 15 - Sandy Erickson 

December 22 - Faye Brackett 

December 29 - Sandy Erickson 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2019 

December   1 - First, Paragould                                                                 Church Custodians 

December   8 - Mountainburg Church, Mountainburg                 Active & Retired Ministers 

December 15 - Laotian Ministry, Ft. Smith                                                       First, Stuttgart 

December 22 - Memorial Church, Atkins                                                  First, Walnut Ridge 

December 29 - Kirk of the Hills, Fairfield Bay                                        Church Pre-Schools 

 

 

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTIFY SANDY ERICKSON IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

 
December 8 - Linda Allensworth                                                  January 9 - Mary Kerr                                               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
December 30 - Bob & Gloria Wiles                                      January 28 - Ray & Pat Erlewine 
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COLOR ME 
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  LIBRARY LINES - DECEMBER 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

It is that time of year again for our Christmas Books. They are located on the 

Library cart in the Children's Library.  We have a wide selection of books to 

chose from, mostly fiction, but some non-fiction. 
 

Get into the holiday spirit with a Christmas book! 

 

                                    Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Library. 

                   

       Faye Brackett, Librarian 
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MISSION MINUTE      

DECEMBER - 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 
By supporting the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions (BOP), the Christmas Joy  

Offering honors the faithfulness of current and retired church workers and their families in need. Thanks 
in part to support from this Offering, church workers can receive critical financial  assistance to support 
them through life’s challenging circumstances. These generous actions bear witness to our faithful 
response to God’s charge to love one another as Christ commanded. 

 
The PC(USA), with its historic commitment to higher learning, has long promoted education and 
leadership development through the establishment and support of Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges equipping communities of color. Our future church leaders of color can receive much-needed 
assistance while they discover and pursue their professional goals at these schools and colleges. Your 
gifts allow these ministries to continue — sustaining a tradition Presbyterians have carried out for nearly 
140 years. 
  

Gifts are wonderful things. Giving them and receiving them, large or small, gifts can bring a smile, or even 
a tear of happiness. And the perfect gift for someone you love — well the perfect gift is more than just 
something they will like. The perfect gift reflects something about the person that receives it — it answers 
a deep need or recognizes something about them that perhaps very few people know or see in them. The 
perfect gift — that gift has power, the power to bring you closer together. 
One of the most powerful things that Christians claim is that God saw the great needs of the world and 
offered a perfect gift, a gift that brought God and humanity closer together. God’s perfect gift to us, Jesus 
Christ, offered the power of being with us. According to Matthew’s Gospel, one of the names given to 
Jesus is Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” In Jesus, God shared our human experience, and 
chose to be with those who were often overlooked, left out, vulnerable, or in need. “God is with us” we 
proclaim. What a powerful gift, a perfect gift, the gift of “with.” 

 

We offer our own gifts during this Advent Season through the Christmas Joy Offering. We give these gifts 
because God shows us how powerful it is to “be with.” Because God is with us, we see the potential of 
students of color who will become our leaders and we seek to come alongside them, to encourage them, 
to be with them. Because God is with us, we see church workers who have critical financial needs and 
we come alongside them, to assist them — we are with them. The power of “with” is the power God 
shows us in Jesus Christ. God’s perfect gift: Emmanuel, God is with us. Let us share our gifts and be with 
those who have need. 

 

From December 1–22 we will be promoting the Christmas Joy Offering. 

We will also be supporting our Christmas Card Tree in the Narthex.  The money donated for a Christmas 
wish on the tree will be donated to the Food Pantry.  
 

 

 
Submitted by the Mission Committee 
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Till We Speak Again 
 DECEMBER 2019 

 

 

                                  Millie is on vacation. See you next month! 
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DECEMBER PUZZLE 
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RECIPE FOR DECEMBER 
 

Christmas Tree Spinach Dip Breadsticks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ingredients 
12 oz Frozen chopped spinach thawed and squeezed dry 
6 oz cream cheese softened 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon onion powder 
1/4 teaspoon chili powder 
1/4 teaspoon pepper 
1 teaspoon Italian seasoning 
1/2 cup grated parmesan cheese 
1 cup grated cheddar OR mozzarella cheese 
1 tube refrigerated thin crust pizza crust 
2 tablespoons butter 
1/2 teaspoon Italian seasoning 
1/2 teaspoon garlic salt 

 
 
 
 
 

Instructions 
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 
In a bowl, beat together the spinach and cream cheese. 
Add garlic, salt, onion powder, chili powder, pepper, and Italian seasoning and beat to combine.  
Add parmesan cheese and 1/2 of the cheddar or mozzarella cheese and beat to combine. (The other half of 
the cheddar or mozzarella cheese will be sprinkled over the filling when you shape the Christmas tree.)  
Shape into Christmas tree as directed in the post. 
Bake for about 22 minutes until quite golden brown on top and cooked through on the bottom.  
Melt butter and stir in garlic salt and seasoning, then brush over breadsticks.  
Serve warm. 
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR DECEMBER 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,  

that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  

“John 3:16” 

 

““We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Vacant: Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Meg Simons,  

Church Secretary & Financial Secretary: Christi Partee 

 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                            Class of 2019                   Class of 2020                  Class of 2021 

                                              Sandy Erickson                    Irene Bere                   Faye Brackett 

                                            Pat Erlewine                       Vacancy                        Vacancy 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                           Class of 2019                    Class of 2020                 Class of 2021 

                                             Vicky Bair                        Meg Simons                Steve Broskovak                                                                                

                                              Vacancy                          Peni Lloyd                      Vacancy 
                                                                                                                     
 

 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


