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Gone fishin’. 

Cinthia Jean Saul 

 

Lex adorandi est lex credenti: we believe according as we worship. 

 

 

My father worshipped two things:  the God of Israel and the gentiles, and river fishing.  Come Sunday 

morning, particularly if it was bright and beautiful, you can bet which won out.  He taught me to love 

God and to love trout fishing, so the choice about whether to go with him or miss Sunday school, which 

I also loved, and miss church, which even at a young age, I felt guilty about, always perturbed me.  He 

would say he felt closer to God on the river.  Now, because I have chosen to make my vocation in 

helping people organize their lives through worship, I would tell my father to come worship Sunday 

morning, or Friday night, and head out for the river later.  I would tell him worship, for those of us who 

are claimed by God, isn’t optional.  And this is why. 

 

 

    Enjoying God’s good creation by fishing, for example, is certainly a response to God, which is a part 

of  worship, but this activity cannot replace worship.  Worship is a shared experience of the believing 

community.  Although I would certainly encourage anyone to persist in an activity that makes him or 

her “feel closer to God,” promotes a sensus divinitatius, in my opinion, fishing falls in the category of 

spiritual self-care, not worship, and tradition requires that the believer pay attention to both response to 

God and praise of God.  The Reformed Tradition, of which I am a part, has emphasized the importance 

of the Lord’s Day as the time for hearing the Word and celebrating the sacraments in the expectation of 

encountering the Risen Lord, and for responding in prayer and service. 

 

 

  From the beginning, God created women and men for community and called a people into covenant.  

Jesus called, commissioned, and promised to be present to a people gathered in his name.  A 

believer’s personal response to God is in community, the defining element of worship.  Through the 

elements of worship—Scripture, proclamation and sacraments—God is present by the Holy Spirit 

acting to transform, empower and sustain human lives.  Though God is to be worshipped in life, in the 

normal course of a fishing trip, for example, worship in its normal usage refers to the expression in 

corporate gathering of adoration, praise and thanksgiving to God. 
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Con’t from previous pg. 

 

 

Anticipating that my father might protest that he can praise God in solitary activity, I would agree, 

but further explain what cannot happen for a believer, Jew or Christian, in solitary activity. 

Consider the longest of God’s commandments—to keep the Sabbath holy.  Consider Jesus’ Great 

Commission to the early disciples:  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you (Mat 29.19-20).   Jesus instructed us to gather with the 

people, to teach and baptize, not by any stretch a solitary activity.   

 

 

Faithful worship of God, faithful witness to Christ, begins with our understanding of the scripture 

and the ecumenical heritage of the people of Israel and the early church.  Only when we have 

regained our identity from the past, to learn once again who we are and to whom we belong, can 

we undertake our mission in the present. Not only are we unable to inherit this legacy in isolation, 

we find in the corporate what we cannot on our own.  Kathleen Norris, a Presbyterian lay pastor 

and poet, writes in Amazing Grace, “In worship, disparate people seek a unity far greater than the 

sum of themselves but don’t have much control over how, or if, this happens.  Recklessly, we let 

loose with music, and words of hymns, the psalms, canticles and prayers.  We cast the Word of 

God out into the world, into each human heart, where, to paraphrase the prophet Isaiah, it needs 

to go to fulfill God’s purpose.”   The good news of God comes not to us directly, but in the 

community of believers. It’s not optional, Dad.  It is essential. 

 
Greetings to you and blessings through Christ,  

Pastor Cindy  

 

Kathleen Norris, Amazing Grace, NY:  Riverhead Books, 1998, p. 246.                             
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

 

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship 

on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 

Memorial Hall! 

          

 

 

             June Income - $6,093.00 
 

         June Expenses - $5,438.36 

 

 

THURSDAYS, FROM 11:00 A.M. TO NOON IN 

MEMORIAL HALL. MEN & WOMEN WELCOME. 
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WORSHIP IN AUGUST 

 

 

 

AUGUST 5th 

Ephesians 4:1-16; John 6:24-35 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 12th 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2; John 6:35, 41-51 

POT LUCK 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 19th 

Ephesians 5:15-20; John 5:51-58 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 26th 

Ephesians 6:10-20; John 6:56-69 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

August   5 - Bob & Gloria Wiles                                                               

August 12 - Sandy Erickson & Ken Hobart 

August 19 - Celia & Roger Millard 

August 26 - Irene Bere & Faye Brackett 

 
 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2018 
August  5 - Trinity, Little Rock                                                   Spring River, Hardy 

August 12 - First, Bentonville                                                     Westminster, Little Rock 

August 19 - First, Conway                                                           First, Prairie Grove 

August 26 - First, Morrilton                                                         First, Springdale 

 
 

 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   
 

August                                                                            September 
August   3 - Peni Lloyd                                                          September  1 - Twyllah Schauer                               
August   7 - Ed Chapman                                                      September 12 - Gloria Wiles 
August 15 - Rev. Cindy Saul                                                 September 29 - Pamela Hobart 
August 20 - Bob Wiles 
August 21 - Ken Hobart 
August 23 - Irene Bere 
August 29 - Celia Millard 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  
No August Anniversaries                                                   September 1 - Dick & Jini Sass 

                                                                                              September 2 - Ken & Pam Hobart 
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  LIBRARY LINES - AUGUST 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

Four new fiction books have been donated to our library: 

LIKE A FISH OUT OF WATER by Janice Thompson; 

ADRIFT by Beth Adams; 

O LITTLE TOWN OF SUGARCREEK by Amy Lillard; 

OFF THE BEATEN PATH by Annalisa Daughety. 
 

The following is a synopsis of ADRIFT: 

"Captain Gerald reports to Priscilla that an abandoned houseboat, which 

had been moored anonymously in Vineyard Haven Harbor, has been 

discovered in the bay with apparent signs of foul play.  Who is the 

boat's owner, and what happened to him?  Many people in town report 

having seen a man on board with his dog, but no one seems to have so 

much as a guess as to his identity.  When Priscilla follows the siren's call 

to solve this mystery, she finds clues that tie her family to the case in a 

way no one could have foreseen.  Can she find answers before she, too, 

is the subject of a missing-person report? 

                          Faye Brackett, Librarian  
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MISSION MINUTE      

AUGUST - 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

  

He was a man of few words. My visits often consisted of a monologue I carefully 

constructed around veiled questions, hoping he would offer up details about his life 

without getting agitated. But his responses were short — a few words uttered in a 

deep voice that got louder if he was irritated by the subject matter. 

I met Robert after he moved into a nursing home. What little I knew about him I 

had learned from a brother who lived out of state. Robert’s background included a 

career in graphic arts, working with his father in a commercial printing business, a 

failed marriage, depression, heavy drinking and excessive smoking. Robert had lived 

independently until his mental state deteriorated so much that a crossing guard 

saw him walking down a street without shoes on a snowy day and called the 

paramedics. That’s how he ended up at the hospital and eventually was 

institutionalized. 

By watching his habits, I learned that he had a sweet tooth. I also discovered that 

he loved classical music. Whenever I played a selection on my smart phone, he 

would close his eyes and hum the tune. 

However, it wasn’t until the day he died that I learned Robert had been an avid 

painter. As I kept the vigil by his deathbed, I offered companionship to his 

brother on the phone. In gratitude, he emailed me pictures of paintings by Robert 

he had kept after clearing out his apartment. Chicago streets and an elevated-

train stop, a neighbor standing in an alley — even a self-portrait. As I looked at the 

images, I felt sad at the lost opportunity to offer him greater meaning during his 

last days by engaging with him in what was clearly his favorite hobby. It was that 

day I vowed to stop my veiled questions, to be more assertive, more inquisitive — 

even at the risk of pestering — so that dementia patients, like Robert, will not be 

buried and forgotten while still alive. 

 

Magdalena I. Garcia, Hospice Chaplain for Vitas Healthcare in Chicago 

 

                                                                       Submitted by the Mission Committee 
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 Most Americans  attend a small church 

                             Putting an end to pulpit envy 

 

Not too long ago our presbytery meeting was held at a cathedral-like church with thick stone, intricate stained glass and a 

grand, high pulpit. As I climbed the steps to the pulpit, I swear the air got thinner. When I got to the top and behind the mic, I felt like 
I was commanding a starship. There was a smooth wooden shelf encircling the area, like an expansive console surrounding me, but 
without flashing computer screens. I felt like I could pilot the church straight to heaven. As I looked down upon my colleagues 
something inside me felt strange. Then I realized what it was. I had pulpit envy.  
Everything that pulpit represented flashed through my mind — a big church, with possibly a big endowment. In my momentary 
reverie, I thought about all the members who would surely fill boards and committees, do outreach and take on meaningful mission 
projects in the community and around the world.  
It’s not just pastors who suffer from pulpit envy. Many members look at other churches and think that surely things are going better 
in that bigger church down the road. We think about the choirs bigger than our congregations, the computer-run lighting systems 
and the hip programming — all of which can make us feel like we are worshiping in Grandma’s faded living room by comparison. 
And truth be told, some of our furniture was donated from Grandma’s living room. 
Up there in my temporary command center, I remembered the small church I serve. The pulpit I use each Sunday is mostly 
packed with audio equipment. Every so often during worship I disappear to bend down and fiddle with the audio levels if we have a 
special singer or if the mic has suddenly stopped working. Instead of a calm and powerful commander standing at the helm of a 
big church, I’m more like the busy conductor waving a stick at a small musical ensemble that is sometimes missing a few 
instruments.  
Of course, the reality is that big churches and small churches each have their share of challenges to face. My pulpit envy is purely a 
function of my own mind. If I am honest, the problem is that too often I think of small churches as failures. I know I’m not alone in 
this. Many congregations have corporate memories of bursting sanctuaries and expanded education centers as cultural  

Why do we think we need a hundred people to make a difference?  

Jesus changed the world with just 12. 
Christianity thrived in the ’50s and ’60s.  

We often think that if we were truly sharing the gospel, our small churches would turn into the big churches we covet. And while it 

seems like big churches are everywhere, the reality is that on any given Sunday more than 60 percent of people worshiping in the 

United States are sitting in a church with fewer than 100 people. Most of those people are in churches with fewer than 50.  

My perspective on small churches started to change at a synod gathering last year. We were supposed to brainstorm how a 

congregation of 15 might live as resurrection people. The ideas were plentiful: Sell the building and donate money. Worship in 

homes. Grow the congregation. Create a new worshiping community. The underlying assumption most of us had was that 15 was 

just not enough people for real ministry. Then someone said something that stopped the conversation.  

“Why do we think we need a hundred people to make a difference? Jesus changed the world with just 12.”   

Things began to shift in my mind and my ministry that day. 

Descending the steps of the high pulpit, I discovered something else. Even though I’ve thought about leading a big church, be ing 

up there was not for me. That’s not judgment on the people who have big-church leadership skills. Our big churches are vital to 

our ministry together.  

But we small churches have an important place, too. We are not failed big churches. Like all congregations, we should be judged 

on our willingness to follow God’s mission in our time and place. Using that criterion, the size of a pulpit doesn’t matter. Faithfulness 

does.  

Sue Washburn is the pastor of Reunion Presbyterian Church in Mount Pleasant, Pennsylvania. Presbyterians Today  |  APRIL/MAY 2018    9 
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       Till We Speak Again 
 AUGUST 2018 

 

 

 

Emma, Bernice and I always go out to lunch every Wednesday. We always to the same 
Mexican restaurant and order the same things. We talk about going other places and trying 
something new, but that seems to be all we do. I think we’re stuck in a rut!! Sometimes 

change is good; it exposes us to new experiences, new people or in our case, new food. 

 

Are we as Christians stuck in a rut?? Do we really want everything to always be the same? 
It’s good to learn and sing new songs to praise the Lord. Jesus really shook up the religious 
leaders of his day. His teachings and beliefs were not little changes, they were radical 
changes. If the early Christians could accept and embrace such changes, we can surely 

adjust to small ones. Change is progress. No change is stagnation. 

 

Guess what? Emma, Bernice and I went to the new Thai restaurant for lunch. We went on a 
Tuesday, not a Wednesday. The food was different, but very good. We are going to a new 
restaurant each week for lunch and on different days. That’s ‘radical’ for us. We’re even 

thinking of getting a tattoo…. “NOT!” We’re not quite that radical yet!! 

 

                                                                                                                       Love, Millie 

 

 

Thought for the Day:  Keep moving forward toward the future. Stop looking in the rear view 
mirror. Life is ahead, not behind us!! 
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AUGUST PUZZLE 

 

You are to hunt for ten words of five letters each and all beginning with 

the word is described or defined to help you guess it, and you may 

check your answer by looking for the word in the Bible verse given. 
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RECIPE FOR AUGUST 

 

SHRIMP TACOS WITH PINEAPPLE 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients: 

½ small red onion, thinly sliced 
2 tablespoons fresh lime juice 
Pinch of sugar 
Kosher salt 
¼ medium pineapple, peeled, cored, cut lengthwise into spears, then crosswise ½ inch thick (about 
2 cups) 
2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil, divided 
1¼ pounds shrimp, peeled, deveined 
1 tablespoon Sriracha 
Freshly ground black pepper 
8 corn tortillas, warmed 
1 avocado, sliced 
1 jalapeño, very thinly sliced, seeds removed if desired 
½ cup cilantro leaves with tender stems 
Lime wedges (for serving) 
 

Directions 

Place a rack in the highest position in oven; heat broiler. Toss red onion, lime juice, sugar, and a 

pinch of salt in a small bowl; set aside. 

Toss pineapple and 1 Tbsp. oil on a rimmed baking sheet and arrange in a single layer on half of 
baking sheet; reserve bowl. Broil pineapple until lightly charred around the edges, 5–8 minutes. 
Meanwhile, toss shrimp, Sriracha, and remaining 1 Tbsp. oil in reserved bowl until shrimp are 
evenly coated; season with salt and pepper and toss again. 
Remove baking sheet from broiler and use a spatula to turn pineapple pieces over. Arrange shrimp 
in a single layer on empty half of baking sheet. Broil until shrimp are cooked through on top, about 
2 minutes. If your shrimp are opaque and springy to the touch, they're done. Remove from broiler 
and turn shrimp (leave pineapple alone). Broil again until shrimp are cooked through, 1–2 minutes. 
Transfer shrimp and pineapple to a large bowl and season with more salt and pepper. 
Drain soaking liquid from onion into bowl with shrimp and pineapple; set onion aside and toss 
shrimp and pineapple in pickling liquid. 
Serve shrimp mixture with tortillas, avocado, jalapeño, cilantro, lime wedges, and reserved pickled 
onion for making tacos. 
 

Makes 8 Tacos 
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR AUGUST 
“Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

“ John 6:35“ 

 

 

 

“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev Cindy Saul, Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Ken Hobart,  

Asst. Treasurer: Meg Simons, Church Secretary & Financial Secretary: Christi Partee 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                            Class of 2018                 Class of 2019                   Class of 2020 

                                                 Pam Hobart                  Sandy Erickson                    

                                              Vacancy                       Pat Erlewine 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                           Class of 2018                 Class of 2019                    Class of 2020 

                                            Ken Hobart                    Vicky Bair                        Meg Simons 

                                          Steve Broskovak                  Vacancy                          Peni Lloyd 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


