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“HOW IS YOUR YEAR GOING?” 

 
 One fourth of 2015 has passed us by.  As I look back, it has been good thus far, except for what I have 
chosen to call “The Texas White Malady” that blew our way a few times.  Unfortunately, we had to cancel 
worship services twice.  God has been good, as He always is.  I finally got around to reading my 
December/January PLUS, THE POWER OF FAITH, the little by-monthly magazine published by 
Guideposts that I enjoy reading.  There is an article in it, written by Faye Field, titled “Words for All 
Seasons.”   In it she wrote, “I’ve always had two great passions: words and growing things.  So this year 
I’m trying something new.  I’ve penciled in some “growing words” on each month of my 2015 calendar.”  I 
have decided to share her “growing words” with you.  (You can see and order this publication from 
Guideposts at ShopGuideposts.org)  I will give you her Jan-Mar.  “Words” and elaborate on April’s. 
 January: Jesus. For the next 12 months, again and again, I will try to stop and think what Jesus would 
say to this person, what He would do in that situation. 
 February: Friendship. This month I’ll try to be alert to more ways of expressing friendship --- with an 
encouraging word to the new checker at the supermarket, or a note of appreciation to an old friend. 
 March: Mildness. Blustery winds will remind me I want to be mild in temper, thoughtful of my language 
and actions in all situations, slow to take offense. 
 April: Adaptable. I won’t cling to last year’s way of doing a job if this year’s is better. When necessary 
changes come along, I will go along without dragging my feet. 

 
ADAPTABLE 

 
Adapting ourselves to “Letting go and letting God have his wonderful way in our lives” is easier 

said than done.  Yet, it is the best thing that we can strive to do.  It may be easier to remain in our old 
“comfort zones”, but, that may not be the best for living the life Christ calls us to live.  Living the Christian 
life is not always comfortable.  Our best measuring tool for adaptability may be asking ourselves, “What 
would Jesus Do?”  We can’t let ourselves get lost in an atmosphere of “I have never done it that way 
before”, or, as a church, “We have never done it that way before.”  Christians and churches can’t be 
“single-tracked mines at work.”  We have to be open to new challenges the Lord has for us and “Keep 
our eyes upon Jesus.”  Let’s think and pray about the Apostle Paul’s challenge in Romans 12:1-2. 

“Therefore, I urge you, in view of God’s mercy, to offer yours bodies as living sacrifices, 
holy and pleasing to God – which is your spiritual worship.  Do not conform any longer to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to 
test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.”   

 

God bless!  Fred 
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Our Church Face Book page 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

 

Connection Online 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals  

 

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the drop-

down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, then 

choose the month of the newsletter you would like to 

read. The most recent newsletter will be at the top. 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship on 

Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in Memorial 

Hall! 

          

          February Income - $4,105.55 

      February Expenses - $6,656.50 

THURSDAYS, FROM 11:00 A.M. TO NOON IN 

MEMORIAL HALL. MEN & WOMEN WELCOME. 

 

 

 

Thank you so much for 

the card and the prayers. 

 It is very much 

appreciated. 

                                             

                 - Skip Platukis   
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WORSHIP IN APRIL 
 

APRIL 2nd 

Maundy Thursday Service 

6:00 p.m. 

John 13:1-17 

COMMUNION 
 

 

 

APRIL 5th 
“The Road to Resurrection” 

Luke 24:1-12 

EASTER 
 

 

APRIL 12th 
“The Road to Emmaus” 

Luke 24:13-35 

Congregational Meeting 

POT LUCK 
 

 

APRIL 19th 
“The Road Through the Wilderness” 

Luke 4:1-13 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 
 

 
 

APRIL 26th 
“The Road to Our Neighbor” 

Luke 10:25-37 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

April 2 - Maundy Thursday  -   Sandy Erickson & Meg Simons Usher/Greet & Serve 

April  5 - Ed & Peni Lloyd 

April 12 - Sandy Erickson & Ken Hobart 

April 19 - Irene Bere & Sandy Erickson 

April 26 - Irene Bere & Amy Johnson 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2015 

April  5 - Mt. Comfort, Fayetteville                First, Dardanelle 

April 12 - Good Shepherd, Greenwood              Presbyterian Church of Bella Vista 

April 19 - Central, Fort Smith                      Korean Ministry Fellowship, Ft. Smith 

April 26 - Alpine Church, Amity                    Cleburne Avenue, West Helena 
 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS     

                           

April                                                    May 
April  6 - Mary Ann Smith                                                                 May 7 - Meg Simons 
April 10 - Betty Craig 
April 18 - Vivian Meyers 
April 19 - Norma Taylor 
April 19 - Garrett Carpenter 
April 22 - Don Miller 
 

                                                                                                         

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES   
No April Anniversaries                                                    May 19 - Robert & Tywllah Schauer 

                                                                                           May 31 - Fred & Norma Taylor 
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  LIBRARY LINES APRIL 2015 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

We have a couple of books featured this month:  
 
AMISH PEACE by Suzanne Woods Fisher (Non-Fiction): 
“Of all the gifts that Jesus left us, his peace is most elusive. We long for it in our 
homes, in our relationships, in our life situations. One place we can look and see 
"living peace" is in the lives of the Amish. But you don't have to become Amish to 
bring these simple, practical ways of living into your own life and make personal 
peace a reality. Organized around five central themes in Amish life, each section 
will include real life stories, callouts of Amish proverbs, and interesting facts 
about Amish communities. Each section will also contain questions for reflection 
and action things you can do in your own life that "make for peace." 
     
AN AMISH GIFT by Cynthia Keller (Fiction) 
“After her husband, Shep, loses his latest job, Jennie Davis is grateful to be in a 
car en route to beautiful Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Shep has inherited a 
house from a distant cousin, along with the cousin’s long-established bicycle 
shop. The move gives Jennie, Shep, and their two children a welcome chance for 
a fresh start. 
While Shep dives into his new venture at the bike shop, Jennie carefully restores 
their broken-down house. She loves being a stay-at-home mom but yearns to find 
some fulfillment outside of her family—particularly as they struggle financially. On 
morning walks, she forges a friendship with her Amish neighbor, Mattie Fisher, 
who opens up about her modest way of life. Mattie’s unswerving good character 
in the face of adversity encourages Jennie to seek practical solutions to her own 
difficulties. A passing remark by Jennie’s son transforms desperation about their 
finances into inspiration, leading her to embark upon a candy-making enterprise. 
Soon, Jennie’s newfound purpose collides with Shep’s growing stress at work 
and long-simmering tensions between husband and wife rise to the surface. As 
the holiday season approaches, their family is challenged as never before—until 
an unexpected visitor arrives to give Jennie the greatest gift of all.” 
  

                           Faye Brackett, Librarian  
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MISSION MINUTE      

 APRIL-2015 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Faith stories: Encountering Jesus with new eyes 

By Karla Koll 
“Come and see what God has done” (Psalm 66:5)  

 
“When we venture into new places in mission, we often encounter sisters and 
brothers whose experience of God has been very different from our own. Many of 
them have learned the stories about Jesus in a language other than English. They 
express their praise and prayers in phrases that our ears strain to catch. They strive 
to follow Jesus within patterns of relating that their cultures have formed over 
centuries or millennia. We may find their worship of God exuberant and bewildering. 
When our sisters and brothers offer to share their faith with us, they teach us anew 
about Jesus. A person following Christ in another culture knows things about God 
that we can’t even suspect unless that person is willing to share with us. If we open 
ourselves up, we will learn new things about God and God’s work in the world. 
Our sisters and brothers can give us the gift of new eyes, to see not only Jesus in 
new ways, but also ourselves and our church. In their questions and challenges to 
us, we see ourselves from a different perspective. We might not always like what we 
see. We may find we need to change in order to be faithful to the new understandings 
of Jesus we have gained. We may discover that walking together in mission with 
believers in other places will change and deepen our faith.” 
 
                                                                                   Submitted by the Mission Committee 

BULL SHOALS FOOD PANTRY 

During the month of February, the Bull Shoals Food           

Pantry served a total of 355 persons from 148 households. 

(9) were new clients. 

   Age groups as follows: 

               0-18                                19-64                                      65+ 

                 93                                   227                                        35 

 

 (26) of these served were Veterans. 
 

 (21) Volunteers worked a total of 414 hours. 
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       Till We Speak Again 

 
 MILLIE IS ON VACATION THIS MONTH! 

 

Have a good time praising the Lord and writing your blessings 
here. 

 

                                                                                                      Millie 
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APRIL PUZZLE 
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  PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN & MEN 

ON YOUR MARK, GET SET & LET’S GO! 

 

The first meeting for the year of 2015 was held at “The Village Wheel,” 

Tuesday, March 10, at 9:30 a.m. There were nine friends who attended. 

The meeting was opened with a prayer from Mary Kerr. Irene Bere and 

Betty Aaron were thanked for their hostess jobs, well done! 

Amy Johnson gave her devotional message. A very good message to all. 

Thank you Amy! 

All reports were given and were approved as written. We are now going to 

post our reports on the bulletin board near Memorial Hall. 

There was no report given for Missions, as we are looking for a new leader 

to take Betty Aaron’s place. If you are interested in helping us, please 

contact Rev. Taylor.  Thank you Betty for many years of service! 

It was voted and approved to give Christi a gift for Secretaries Day. How 

much we are all so thankful for a wonderful secretary. Thanks Christi! 

At our next meeting, Amy Johnson will be our moderator and Dr. Fred will 

take a turn in June. If you would like to help, we would sure be glad to talk 

to you. After a great breakfast and meeting, we adjourned.  

Our hostesses for April will be Linda Allensworth & Norma Taylor. Vicky 

Bair will read the devotion. Our next meeting will be April 14, at 9:30 a.m. 

Please remember to bring your donations for the Food Pantry. A list can be 

found in your Sunday Worship folder. 

                                     ~Have a safe and Blessed month.~ 
 

                                                                                    Mary Kerr 

                                                                                       Moderator 
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RECIPE FOR APRIL 

                

       
 

 

 

Roasted Sweet Potatoes with Cinnamon Pecan Crunch 

 

 

 

 

 

INGREDIENTS 
 
3/4 cup firmly packed brown sugar divided 

1/2 cup flour 

1 cup chopped pecans 

2 tablespoons orange juice 

2 teaspoons Pure Vanilla Extract  

1 1/2 teaspoons Cinnamon Ground divided 

1 1/2 teaspoons Ginger Ground divided 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

3 pounds sweet potatoes peeled and cut into 1-inch chunks 

1 cup dried cranberries 

 
 

 

DIRECTIONS 

 
 

 Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. Mix 1/4 cup of the brown sugar, orange juice, vanilla, 1/2 

teaspoon each of the cinnamon and ginger, and salt in large bowl. Add sweet potatoes; 

toss to coat well. Spoon into 13x9-inch baking dish. Sprinkle evenly with cranberries. Dot 

with 2 tablespoons of the butter. Cover with foil. Bake 30 minutes. 

 Meanwhile, mix flour, remaining 1/2 cup brown sugar and remaining 1 teaspoon each 

cinnamon and ginger in medium bowl. Cut in remaining 4 tablespoons butter with a fork 

until coarse crumbs form. Stir in pecans. Remove sweet potatoes from oven and stir 

gently. Sprinkle evenly with pecan topping. 

 Bake, uncovered, 25 to 30 minutes longer or until sweet potatoes are tender and topping is 

lightly browned.  

 

 
 

Serves: Makes 8 servings.  

prep time: 15 minutes.  

cook time: 60 minutes.  

other cook times: minutes. 

http://www.mccormick.com/Spices-and-Flavors/Extracts-and-Food-Colors/Extracts/Pure-Vanilla-Extract
http://www.mccormick.com/Spices-and-Flavors/Herbs-and-Spices/Spices/Cinnamon-Ground
http://www.mccormick.com/Spices-and-Flavors/Herbs-and-Spices/Spices/Ginger-Ground
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THIS WE BELIEVE for APRIL 

“ He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves,  

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.“ 

“Colossians 1:13-14” 
 

 

 ~MISSION STATEMENT~ 

“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Fred Taylor, Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Ken Hobart,  

Secretary: Christi Partee, Financial Secretary: Dick Sass, Asst. Financial Secretary: Elaine Miller 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                       Class of 2015                                                               Class of 2016                      Class of 2017 

                                           Pam Hobart                      Sandy Erickson                     Ed Lloyd   

                                       Dick Sass                         Pat Erlewine                        Amy Johnson 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                       Class of 2015                     Class of 2016                       Class of 2017 

                                       Ken Hobart                        Vicky Bair                           Meg Simons              

                                       Steve Broskovak                  Jini Sass                             Peni Lloyd 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 

 
 
Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


