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Presbyterian ‘Connection’      
APRIL 2020 

 
How To De-clutter Your Heart Not Just Your Home 

 
 

When spring arrives, we get the urge to clean. We air things out, sweep corners, scrub floors, wash the windows, 

and toss the past date food in the fridge. Spring cleaning is a time for bringing renewal and freshness to our 

homes. 

But if we’re being honest, our homes aren’t the only places in need of a deep clean and de-clutter. Over time, 

additional responsibilities at work, commitments at church, and unfinished projects at home can pile up, weighing 

down and cluttering our hearts like the hall closet in desperate need of attention. 

All sorts of things stop us from saying no —  pride, idolatry, fear of what others will think. But whether we’ve 

taken on one too many good commitments or we’re refusing to shed some unhealthy commitments, the problem 

remains the same. The clutter in our spiritual lives stops others from seeing Jesus in us. 

God wants His light to shine through us to others (2 Corinthians 4:6). But when we try to cram in God’s goodness 

without letting go of our sinfulness, the glory we want others to see gets lost among the bad habits and 

obligations we’ve piled on over time. 

3 Steps For Spring Cleaning Your Spiritual Life 

1. Make a list. 

Make a checklist of each area of your life that feels chaotic, just like you would make a list of the rooms in your 

house that need a good cleaning. Everyone’s list will look different, but yours might include: 

 Relationship with Jesus 

 Marriage 

 Parenting 

 Church 

 Personal Relationships 

 Health & Fitness & Work 

 

2. Take inventory of what stays and what goes. 
 

Take an inventory of the activities, the relationships, the commitments in each area of your spiritual house. 

Include spiritual activities as well as the things preventing you from glorifying God or making a connection with 

Him.  

1 John 1:9 promises, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness.” Is there sin that needs to be confessed? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            Con’t...                                                                 

http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=2%20Corinthians+4:6
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=1%20John+1:9
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Con’t from previous pg. 

 

 

What do you need to let go of? When we cling to old habits and sin, we become spiritual hoarders, afraid of 

letting go of our past selves because we fear that God won’t make things right in the future. 

Some common sins we might need to let go include: 

Pride (Psalm 10:4) 

Anger (James 1:19-20) 

Resentment or unforgiveness (Mark 11:25-26) 

Idolatry (1 Corinthians 10:14) 

Gossip (Proverbs 16:28, Psalm 64:2-4) 

Addictions (Matthew 6:24) 

Fear, anxiety, worry, or doubt  (Philippians 4:6) 

Guilt or shame over our past (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

Self-righteousness and legalism (Romans 10:3, Galatians 2:21) 

 

3. Clean and restock. 

Once you’ve pulled everything out, it’s time to start cleaning and replacing the things that need to stay. 

Putting everything in it’s place can be as overwhelming as sorting, but God has given us four tools to help us 

make wise decisions: 

 

Read – The Bible is God’s message to us, so it’s the perfect place to go for advice (James 1:22). 

 

Pray – Ask God for wisdom to recognize what’s standing in your way and the courage to let it go (Psalm 

139:23, Matthew 11:28-30). 

Join a New Spring Group – Surround yourself with people who can hold you accountable, answer your 

questions, and encourage you as you follow Jesus (Hebrews 10:25). 

Each of our spiritual lives will look different. Your checklist won't look like mine. And it won't be completed all 

at once. The key to staying on task is to keep in communication with Jesus. 

In John 15:1-5, Jesus compares Himself to a vine and God to the gardener: “[God] cuts off every branch that 

bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit He prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are 

already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me..."   

If we’ll listen to Jesus and do what He says, He’ll tell us it’s time to prune and staying on top of the clutter will 

get easier over time. 

 

                                                                                                                                By; Veronica Sexton  

                                          https://newspring.cc/articles/how-to-declutter-your-heart-not-just-your-home  

http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Psalm+10:4
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=James+1:19-20
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Mark+11:25-26
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=1%20Corinthians+10:14
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Proverbs+16:28
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Psalm+64:2-4
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Matthew+6:24
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Philippians+4:6
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=2%20Corinthians+5:17
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Romans+10:3
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Galatians+2:21
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=James+1:22
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Psalm+139:23
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Psalm+139:23
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Matthew+11:28-30
http://newspring.cc/groups
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Hebrews+10:25
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=John+15:1-5
https://newspring.cc/articles/how-to-declutter-your-heart-not-just-your-home
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN & MEN 

FROM THE DESK OF THE CHURCH TREASURER 

The month of March was a very generous month for donations from the Congregation. The first two 

weeks brought us $80.00 for the building repair fund and $200 for our Memorial Garden upkeep and 

swing renovation fund.  

The outside lights have been replaced, creating a much safer environment after dark.  

Bob Hobbs plaque has been added to the remembrance board in the Narthex. A big ‘Thank you’ to Roger 

Millard. 

For those who have donated, ‘Thank you”, and for those who will donate in the future, ‘Thank you” in 

advance. For those who are unable to donate, we understand. 

Always remember, you are all loved! 

                                                                                   Meg Simons     

                                                                                                                            Church Treasurer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

THANK YOU 

 

I would like to thank all of you for your prayers, thoughts, cards and messages 

during this very difficult time of my mother, “Shelba Crawford’s” illness and 

passing. It has meant so much to me and my family and is very much 

appreciated.                      

                                                                              -Christi Partee - Secretary 

 

 

 

GOOD NEWS 

“We Care” cards will be back soon! On Palm Sunday, April 5th, the cards will be in the Narthex 

for you to sign. THEREAFTER, the cards will be in Memorial Hall on the 2nd Sunday (Potluck 

Brunch Sunday) of each month, available for your signatures. We encourage you to sign each 

card, even if you don’t know the person. Folks in the past told us how much it meant to them to 

be remembered with the “thinking of you” or “cards of cheer” and to read all the names of 

those who signed the cards- - some they knew, some they did not, but they could feel all our 

prayers and they were grateful. 
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship 

on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 

Memorial Hall! 

 

     February Income - $1,790.00 

February Expenses - $4,581.82 

 

Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. is Adult Bible School, 

following Worship. Lead by Dr. Roger Simons. 

    CHURCH CHUCKLES 

 
A country preacher decided to skip services one 
Sunday to spend the day hiking in the wilderness. 
Rounding a sharp bend in the trail, he collided 
with a bear and was sent tumbling down a steep 
grade. He landed on a rock and broke both legs. 
      With the ferocious bear charging at him from 
a distance, the preacher prayed, "O Lord, I'm so 
sorry for skipping services today. Please forgive 
me and grant me just one wish—make a Christian 
out of that bear that's coming at me!" 
      At that very instant, the bear skidded to a halt, 
fell to his knees, clasped his paws together, and 
began to pray aloud at the preacher's feet: "Dear 
God, please bless this food I am about to 
receive."  
 

CANCELLATIONS DUE TO WEATHER POLICY 

If the weather indicates the need to cancel Worship 
Services on Sunday, please listen to KTLO or visit 
KTLO.com to see if we have called in a cancellation. If 
during the week, check to see if Flippin Schools have 
cancelled; If so, the office will be closed. 
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Color Me 
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WORSHIP IN APRIL 
 

 

APRIL 5TH 

PALM SUNDAY 
Matthew 21:1-11; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

COMMUNION 
 

 

 

 
 

APRIL 12TH 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Acts 10:34-43; 1 Corinthians 3:1-4; 

John 20:1-18 & Luke 24:13-49 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 

 BRUNCH POTLUCK 
 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 19TH 
Acts 2:14, 22-32; Psalm 16; 

1 Peter 1:3-9 & John 20:19-31 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

APRIL 26TH 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 

1 Peter 1:17-23 & Luke 24; 13-35. 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

April 5 - Dr. Roger Simons                                                              Dr. Roger Simons      

April 12 - Roger Millard 

April 19 - Mary Kerr 

April 26 - Sandy Erickson 

 

 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2019 

April 5 - Mt. Comfort, Fayetteville                                                                   First, Dardanelle 

April 12 - Good Shepherd, Greenwood                           Presbyterian Church of Bella Vista 

April 19 - Central, Fort Smith                                                                           Active Deacons 

April 26 - Alpine Church, Amity                                                        Church Groundskeepers  

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTIFY SANDY ERICKSON IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

 
April 19 - Norma Taylor                                                                      May 7 - Meg Simons                                                                                 

           & Garrett Carpenter                                                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
No April Anniversaries                                                    May 19 - Robert & Tywllah Schauer 
                                                                                           May 31 - Fred & Norma Taylor 
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  LIBRARY LINES - APRIL 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

We have a new non-fiction book entitled:  

COTTON PATCH GOSPEL by Clarence Jordan. 

This book was used by Pastor Jami Scott in one of her sermons.  

"More than a translation, The Cotton Patch Gospel continues to make clear the 

startling relevance of Scripture for today. Now for the first time collected in a 

single, hardcover volume, this edition comes complete with a new Introduction by 

President Jimmy Carter, a Foreword by Will D. Campbell and an Afterword by Tony 

Campolo. “While there have been many excellent translations of the Scriptures 

into modern English, they still have left us stranded in some faraway land in the 

long-distant past. We need to have the good news come to us not only in our own 

tongue but in our own time. We want to be participants in the faith, not merely 

spectators.” —Clarence Jordan Smyth & Helwys Publishing is proud to help 

reintroduce these seminal works of Clarence Jordan to a new generation of 

believers, in an edition that can be passed down to generations still to come." 

                   

                 Faye Brackett, Librarian 
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MISSION MINUTE      

APRIL - 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 Who could forget the devastation after Hurricane Maria swept across Puerto Rico in 2017? 
Certainly not Mimita Nieves. Eighteen months later she was still  living without electricity. 

Mimita did the best she could. She got along on canned food and powdered milk, and fresh 
vegetables when she could get them. She cooked on a small  propane stove and lit her home 
with solar lights that she charged during the day. A friend lent her a  battery-powered radio that 
served as her main source of information. 

The hurricane wrecked the electrical grid across Puerto Rico. Complicating things for Mimita, 
the storm also destroyed her home’s electrical wiring. Mimita lives on Vieques [vee-ek-es], a 
small island eight miles east of the Puerto Rico mainland. No highway connects the mainland 
and Vieques, so most transportation for  both people and cargo to the island is via ferry boat 
or  airplane. Due to its lack of accessibility, Vieques lagged behind in the restoration of housing, 
infrastructure and basic services. 

Her situation did not change until the day Presbyterian volunteers knocked on her door. The 
volunteers  replaced her electrical system with one much safer and more durable, built her a 
new fence and hauled away storm debris that had been in her yard for months. One Great Hour 
of Sharing gifts provided the materials they used to make the repairs. As a senior citizen with 
limited income, Mimita never would have been able to afford a contractor to do the work and 
feels blessed for the help she received. 

When her lights came on, Nieves was overcome with gratitude for Presbyterians. “I cried,” she 
says. “I got down on my knees and I cried.” 

Mimita’s house also got a much-needed roof installed by an organization called Hope Builders, 
an organization which will now be able to rebuild more roofs in Vieques using gifts to One Great 
Hour of Sharing. 

One Great Hour of Sharing gifts are also are at work in impoverished communities in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico’s capital and largest city, helping organizations like the G-8, a community-based 
nonprofit group. The G-8, has rebuilt more than 100 roofs in eight communities near the Martín 
Peña Channel. 

A sister organization to the G-8, the Martin Peña Channel Land Trust, has taken even more 
steps to protect the residents. The land trust acquired the property and residents are applying 
for surface-rights deeds to their houses. 

The programs supported by One Great Hour of  Sharing—Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance,  Self-Development of People and the Presbyterian Hunger Program—unite us in 

caring for the hungry, the weak and the vulnerable. Together, we work to  become as Isaiah 

said, “repairers of the breach,  restorers of streets to live in”—for as we always say,  if we all do 

a little, it adds up to a lot.                                                                                                     
  

                                                                                                    The Mission Committee  
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Till We Speak Again 
 APRIL 2020 

 

 

Spring has sprung at last! This is the time of new birth and rebirth. 
The live stock and wildlife are dropping their babies. Flowers and 
grass are springing up from the barren ground. Leaves and buds are 
forming on the seemingly lifeless trees, bringing forth beauty. The sun 
shines bright, dissolving the winter blues and making us all feel 

happier, healthier and more alive. 

This reminds me of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, washing our souls 
white as snow. This is sort of like Spring in our hearts, souls and 
minds. Our spiritual rebirth isn’t for ‘X’ amount of years, but for 
eternity. God, the father, loves each of us equally and wants us all to 

spend eternity with him. 

Our job is to pass his information along to others. We are not to do 
this forcibly, but gently, as Jesus would do. He never forced his 
words, ideas or teachings on anyone, but they were available for 

everyone. 

That should be our approach also. When people look at us, the perfect 
ideal is to see the face of Jesus; kind, patient, compassionate, loving 
and accepting of everyone. He did not discriminate against any one 

person, group of people, or nationality of people. He was all inclusive.  

Have a Blessed Easter and a wonderful, beautiful Spring! 

 

                                                                                     Millie 

                                                                                                                                               

Thought for the Day:  Don’t pray for a lighter load. 

                                     Pray for a stronger back. 
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APRIL PUZZLE 
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RECIPE FOR APRIL 

 

Banana Bread Cookies 

 
Banana Bread Cookies are a delicious bite-sized version of the classic banana bread dessert loaf with a yummy 

homemade cream cheese frosting on top. 

 

 

 

Ingredients 

Cookie Ingredients: 

3/4 cup butter flavored shortening  

3/4 cup granulated sugar  

1 large egg  

1 teaspoon vanilla extract  

1 cup mashed overripe bananas  

1/4 teaspoon salt  

1 teaspoon baking soda  

2 cups all-purpose flour 

Frosting Ingredients: 

1/2 cup butter  

6 Tablespoons brown sugar  

4 Tablespoons milk  

1/4 teaspoon vanilla extract  

pinch of salt  

3 1/4 cups powdered sugar 

Instructions 

Cookie Directions: 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease or line a baking sheet, set aside. 

Cream the shortening and sugar together in a large mixing bowl. Add the egg, and vanilla and beat it for an additional 2 

minutes. Fold in the mashed banana. 

In a separate mixing bowl, combine the flour, baking soda, and salt. Add the flour mixture to the wet ingredients bowl 

and mix to combine. 

Grease a cookie scoop with nonstick cooking spray. Scoop out the dough onto the prepared baking sheet and bake in the 

preheated oven for 8-9 minutes. 

Frosting Directions: 

In a medium sized saucepan, melt together the butter, milk, and brown sugar over medium heat. Stir in the vanilla and 

salt. Gradually stir in the powdered sugar and allow the frosting to cool 10 minutes before spreading it on the 

cookies. 
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR APRIL 

“Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 

 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die .“ 

“John 11:25-26” 

 

 

““We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Vacant: Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Meg Simons,  

Church Secretary, Asst. Treasure & Financial Secretary: Christi Partee 

 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                            Class of 2020                  Class of 2021              Class of 2022 

                                                Irene Bere                    Faye Brackett                Vacancy 

                                             Vacancy                          Vacancy 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                           Class of 2020                 Class of 2021                Class of 2022 

                                            Meg Simons                 Steve Broskovak                 Mary Kerr                                                                     

                                            Peni Lloyd                        Vacancy                      Vicky Bair    
                                                                                                                     
 

 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


