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Epworth United Methodist Church

…to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world!

 

Greetings!  
     While shopping in a favorite bookstore recently, the words on a postcard caught my eye, “One day she woke up and 
decided to color outside of the lines.” Have you ever colored outside of the lines? If you have, what did that feel like? 

Liberating? If you haven’t ever colored outside of the lines, why not? We have been taught from a very early age to color 

within the lines and to color outside of the lines can make us anxious. 
     So it is with the church. We all know and laugh (nervously) at the 8 last words of the church, “But that’s the way we’ve 
always done it!” Or the last 7 words of the church, “But we’ve never done it that way!” Or some variation of this. The point is 

that when something is new and different that is outside of our comfort zones, we become anxious. We know how to do and be 
church. We’ve been doing it all our lives. To even imagine thinking of something different, our palms break into a cold sweat 
and our hearts begin to palpitate.  
     This certainly described my feelings as I read Paul Nixon and Beth Ann Estock’s new book, Weird Church: Welcome to the Twenty-First 

Century (2016). We understand that the institution of church isn’t working like it used to and we’re at a loss as to how to fix it. 

Nixon and Estock help us understand that our anxiety is really about our fear of change; our fear of the unknown future and our 
desire to return to our comfort zone - the institutional church “happy version of 1995.” But, they write, “Yesterday is gone. It 
is not coming back.” The culture around us has changed dramatically. Church as we know it (and want it to be) can’t be 

“fixed.”  

     Yet, when we trust God for our present and for our future, there is HOPE! We take our cue from the early disciples 

after the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. Nixon and Estock write about the disciples during this time, “After 

the unspeakable tragedy and horror of Jesus’ execution, a shell-shocked group of followers still hung together. They were a 

mess: a mixture of memories of this Jesus story or that Jesus saying, memories of the magical moments when thousands 

were fed, when lepers were made whole. But the Roman Empire, in collusion with the local religious establishment, had 

crushed them. Killed Jesus…Under this much stress, everyone was feeling a little crazy…Grieving and wishful thinking were 

as much alive…” 
     Then something really weird happened. As the disciples were locked into a room somewhere in Jerusalem, “Suddenly a 
sound from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house…they saw what seemed to be individual flames of 

fire alighting on each one of them. They were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the 

Spirit enabled them to speak.” (Acts 2:1-4) 

     This same power given to the disciples at that first Pentecost has been given to the church. When I think of all of the stories 

in the Bible that I know and love, I remember that God always colors outside of the lines. God is always present. 
God is always doing a new thing. Over the next few weeks as we hear the stories of the power of the Holy Spirit 

at work in Peter, Jesus’ most bold and courageous disciple, we can be assured that when we are bold and courageous the 

power of the Holy Spirit is most definitely at work in our church, giving us the amazing gift of HOPE!  
 

Will you color outside of the lines with me? 

Blessings, 

Deb 
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Chairpersons Needed 
UMW needs your help! We are still looking for 2-3 individuals (women OR 

men) who would like to step up and coordinate one of the following two 

events: Salad Luncheon and/or Gingerbread Bazaar. These two events are 

UMW's major fundraisers each year and the majority of the proceeds go 

toward supporting local missions such as PADS, Crisis Center, Salvation 

Army and Food for Greater Elgin. These events have been traditions at 

Epworth Church for many years and we hope that they can continue but we 

need individuals to coordinate them. If interested please contact Robin 

Luzin at (847) 652-5834 or rluzin@sbcglobal.net. 

 
 

Prayer Ministry 
Most of us can tell a story about answer to prayers.  

Why not take this power of prayer & use it.  I would 

like to start a prayer group that prays at church  

  weekly.  If we pray for our church with intention I can  

     only imagine what will happen.  When we see who  

           wants to be part of this life changing ministry  

              we will decide on a day & time to meet.   

 

                 Prayerfully consider being a part of it!  

          To sign up or if you have questions  

            please contact the Church Office at  

            847-931-5400 / office@eumcelgin.org or 

             Mary Becker at 847-695-1008 /   

              marybecker50@yahoo.com. 

Are you hungry? Christ calls us to feed His sheep.  We have a variety of 

opportunities to provide a dish or a meal for various people. We'd like to 

make meals for people, if they desire, when they are going through a 

challenging time in life. Whether it be recovery, grief, or celebrating a new 

life, this is a way we may offer support! We also provide food and serve a 

meal at church following a celebration of life. If you are willing to make a 

meal, a dish and/or assist in serving please either sign up in the 

Community Room, contact the office or email Carole Burris at 

carolejb0677@gmail.com. We also have our Mission Team food needs 

available for PADS and the Crisis Center (See page 7 for dates and times).  

Thank you for serving in this way.   

 

mailto:deb.percell@yahoo.com
mailto:office@eumcelgin.org
mailto:janpaskiewicz@att.net
mailto:sakaptain@gmail.com
mailto:bucket181@yahoo.com
mailto:maryavs@akemann.net
mailto:andrewlindstrom@yahoo.com
mailto:kasrust@aol.com


  

 
 

 

     Current & Upcoming Events 
 

 

 CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES FOR SPIRIT LAKE – We are off to a slow start getting items for the 

shoeboxes this year.  Let’s get going before it gets too late.  In May we will be collecting things for GIRLS 
(dolls, jewelry, nail polish, headbands, etc…) as well as shoeboxes, wrapping paper, tape, etc…  Don’t feel 
like shopping?  Purchase a Target gift card from MANNA and let us do the shopping for you! 
 

 FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY is next Sunday, May 7th.  Please bring rice, boxed potatoes, pasta, other 

sides or any non-perishable food items of your choice!  Donations can be placed in the Food Pantry basket 
outside the sanctuary.   

 

 FRIENDSHIP LUNCHEON - Over 55?  Join us for our next Friendship Club Luncheon at 12:30pm on 

Wednesday, May 10th @ Villa Olivia (1401 W Lake Street in Bartlett).  A sign-up sheet is on the Epworth 
bulletin board in the Community Room.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to come. Questions, 

call the church office at 847-931-5400. 
 

 SPECIAL MEN’S BREAKFAST - It's time for another Men's special Saturday morning breakfast. The 

next one is May 13 at 8am. Come for the food. Stay for the fellowship. If you can, stay for an hour or two 
after the breakfast to clean the grounds of the church. Please RSVP to Tony Luzin in person or text/call him 
at 847-652-5710. 
 

 SPROUTS – Join us every Wednesday and/or Thursday mornings @ 11am!  Babies and toddlers spend 

about 35 minutes of social time where they can play and learn followed by 15 - 20 minutes of singing, 
movement activities as well as story time.  It’s a great time for both child and parent and the perfect time to 
spend an hour with your little ones.   You don’t have to be an Epworth member to come, so invite friends, 

neighbors, and relatives…the more the merrier!  Even though the 2016/17 school year is coming to a 
close, we will continue to meet periodically during the summer.  Keep an eye out for more information; 
dates are still being scheduled! 

 

 MEN’S FRIDAY BREAKFAST - Come and enjoy a delicious breakfast, fellowship and discussion on 

topics of the day. We meet in M5 the 1st and 3rd Fridays of each month @ 7am.  All are welcome to attend; 
this is a casual group and regular attendance is not required.  
 

 THE EPWORTH GARAGE SALE is scheduled for May 19-20! Please think of Epworth during your spring 

cleaning. We are always looking for nice items to resell. Books, videos, music, furniture, household appliances 
and other items, jewelry, crafts, office supplies, toys and more! (No clothing or out-of-date electronics, please.) 
We will begin taking items at the beginning of May, so in the meantime, box them up at your house for us! 
Volunteers are needed during the week before and days of the sale. Please give a few hours or days, whatever 
you can. Many hands make lighter the work! A sign-up sheet will be placed on the bulletin board as the sale 
draws near. Thank you in advance for your consideration! 
 

 2017 SPIRIT LAKE MISSION TRIP – There are still openings for our 2017 mission trip to Spirit Lake this 

year.  The mission trip will be from June 25th – 30th.  The trip costs $300.00 per person, but a $50.00 deposit will 
reserve your spot.   THE LAST DAY TO SIGN UP IS JUNE 1ST!!!  Contact Andy Lindstrom if you have any 
questions regarding the trip or an interest in going at andrewlindstrom@yahoo.com. 
 

 GRADUATION SUNDAY - On Sunday, June 4th, we will celebrate during worship service those students 

who will be graduating this spring.  Please contact the church office (office@eumcelgin.org or 847-931-5400) 
with names of immediate family along with where they are graduating from and plans for their future so we can 
include them in our service.  On this special day, we will also be awarding the Blankenship Endowed 
Scholarships.   

 

 MEN’S CHOIR – Our men’s choir will sing during worship on Mother’s Day, May 14th.  All are welcome to 

participate!  Please see Chris Cherry or e-mail him at chrisccherry@gmail.com for more information regarding 
rehearsal time.   
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MANNA ORDERS! 

 

Manna orders will be taken on May 7th & 21st.  Order 
forms can be found in the attendance folder as well as 

on the west wall in the Community Room.  Purchase gift 
cards to give as gifts or purchase them to use for your 

everyday shopping at the grocery store and/or gas 
station!   It’s an easy way to earn extra money for our 

church!  Depending on the cards you purchase, Epworth 
receives 2–20% of the price you pay.   Give it a try this 
month!  For questions, see Carole Burris or contact the 

church office @ 847-931-5400. 

 

 

Com’on out and cheer on our team!   

All games are played at 

 Riverbend Community Park in Saint Charles 
 

May 6th:   EUMC vs. Vineyard @ noon & 1:30pm 

May 13th:  EUMC vs. Highland @ 9am & 10:30am 

May 20th:   EUMC vs. Discovery @ 9am &10:30am 

May 27th:   Holiday or Rain make-up games 

June 3rd:   EUMC vs. NCL @ 9am & 10:30am 

June 10th:  EUMC vs. Vineyard @ 9am & 10:30am 

June 17th:  EUMC vs. Fast @ 9am & 10:30am 

June 24th:  Bye Week – No Game 

JULY GAMES TBA 

 

 

Communing with Nature 
 

We have been blessed with two amazing men, Bill Beucler and Billy Mingus, who have for years taken care of 
our property by mowing, trimming, weeding and whatever else needed doing outside every week all 

spring/summer/fall long!! 
 

It will take a team to replace these two wonderful servants! Paul Burris and Gary Hillquist 
have offered to lead the charge on a weekly basis on Wednesdays and Fridays. They 
would LOVE others to offer their time, even if once a month, to help with some of the 

tasks. All of the projects don't need to be done just on these days! There are many tasks 
that can be done anytime that is convenient for YOU! Give an hour or three. We have a 

beautiful piece of property which doesn't take care of itself. Many of you can serve in this 
way. It's a beautiful time to spend with God in nature! 

 

 

 

It is with our deepest sympathies we let you know 
that Joe Steffen passed away on Monday, March 
27th.  Please continue to keep Darlene, Trisha and 
the rest of their family in your prayers during this 
difficult time.   
 

~~~~~ 
 

To Our Church Family: 
 

Thank you for all of your prayers, cards, gifts, meals, and 
support. We have felt God's love through all of our dear 
brothers and sisters. We are truly blessed to have you all 
in our lives. 
 

With love, 
Darlene & Trisha Steffen 

 

 
 

“Young Worshipper’s Time” is a wonderful time 
during our worship services where servants share a 
special message with the children of Epworth.   We 
will be preparing a new list of servants willing to 
share their talents in the coming weeks. Servants 
currently share messages about 5 times a year, but 
this could be less if enough new servants sign up.  
Prayerfully think about being part of this fun and 
meaningful team.  If you decide to become a 
member of this team or have questions, please 
contact the church office at office@eumcelgin.org or 
847-931-5400. 
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Please contact the church office for a complete list of May birthdays and 

anniversaries and/or the prayer list. 



 



 

 

MAY GIVING / SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 

PADS - PADS of Elgin provides overnight shelter and coordinates support services for the homeless in Elgin and 
surrounding areas.  The shelter is open 7 days a week to all individuals who have a non-felony record and can 
pass a breathalyzer test.  For two hours one evening our servants help serve food to the residents of PADS.   
When:  Sunday, May 7th @ 6:30-9:00pm 
Where:  1730 Berkley Street in Elgin  
Please contact Andy Lindstrom at andrewlindstrom@yahoo.com for more information. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

FOOD FOR GREATER ELGIN - Provides food assistance to 1200 low income families (approx. 5500 individuals, 
1/2 of which are children) in the Elgin, South Elgin and East Dundee areas each month.  The following times are 
available to serve at Food for Greater Elgin: 
When:  Monday, May 15th @ 5:30-8:30pm.  
Please click on “Food for Greater Elgin” under the “Serve” tab on our website for more information on how to 
serve.      

~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

SOUP KETTLE  - Provides hot meals and warm smiles to 60-100 people in need every day.  Epworth Church 
staffs the Soup Kettle at Zion Lutheran Church the 3rd Tuesday of each month.    
When: Tuesday, May 16th @ 4:30 - 6:45pm.     
Those wishing to serve, please see Janina Hoffman for more information.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

CRISIS CENTER MEALS - Epworth Mission Team provides meals for the Crisis Center on the 4th Sunday of 
every month.  We are in need of volunteers to make a main dish to pass, a vegetable or dessert.  
When:  Sunday, May 28th @ 5:00pm.   
Please contact Mary Rees Freeman at mrf647@hotmail.com.   

 

 

MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH –  
CARETAKERS OF GOD’S CREATION 
 

This is a grassroots community of United Methodists who aim to 
help God’s people reconnect with His creation because we were 
all created out of the dust of the earth.  Caretakers of God’s 
Creations holds national conferences, attends United Nations 
conferences on climate change, and provides resources for 
Conference and local congregations.  More information can be 
found at www.umccreationscare.org. 
 

It’s easy to participate in Epworth’s “Mission of the Month”!  All 
you have to do is purchase a container of M&M’s next Sunday 
morning in the Community Room and enjoy your treat.  Fill the 
empty container up with quarters and return it when you are 
done.  You are welcome to contribute by writing a check marked 
“Mission of the Month”. 
 

 

You may not know what you are missing 

by not spending some time with others 

exploring the wonderful messages God 

shares with us through His Word! 

MONDAY MORNING AT 6:30 AM - 

Starting May 1st, come walk and talk the 

scripture for about an hour as we head to 

the trails outside starting at our 

parsonage (2024 Torino Drive; Elgin). 

Park on the street, gather with folks and 

head on out. They’re easy paths to walk 

and we take a slow pace. If it is raining or 

below 50o, we will walk at the Centre 

downtown Elgin.   

~~~~~~~~~ 

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS AT 6:00AM 

- You are most welcome to come and sit 

at the NEW South Elgin Panera Bread on 

the east side of Randall Rd in front of 

Jewel to converse about the scripture for 

the upcoming Sunday. It's always great 

to get into the scriptures and really find a 

new understanding with others! 

 

 
 

Do you shop on Amazon?  Did you know they will donate a 
portion of your sales to Epworth?  It’s a simple and super easy 
way for Epworth to earn a little extra money.  Simply log into 
Amazon Smile (www.smile.amazon.com) using your same 
Amazon user name and password, select Epworth United 
Methodist Church (make sure to select our church in Elgin, IL) 
as the organization you want to support and place your orders.  
It’s THAT easy!  
 

Questions?  Contact the church office to help walk you through 
it.   
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