
“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the

household of God.”

                                                                                              Ephesians 2:19 (ESV)

 

This month we begin our Lenten journey to the cross, but it is not the only journey we are on. We are in the middle of

a faithful path to something new. How we travel the path will determine the eventual outcome. So, I think it’s fitting

that this path comes right along side of a Lenten journey called “Be Still.” There are so many times that we need to be

reminded that this life, as hectic and unpredictable as it can be, is still under the guidance of our God (if we listen

enough). 
 

As we focus this time of Lent on being still and practicing our spiritual disciplines, I wonder if we can use this time to

prepare ourselves for the future of God’s church. Yes, there are a number of unknowns, especially with General

Conference coming in May, but we need to be aware of the certainties. We are called by God to go and make

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. That has not changed, and neither will it change. We are

also called to love God, neighbor, and ourselves. So, how do we do this? Where do we begin?
 

I think this begins with us. It starts with taking the time to spend with God, growing in our faith and knowledge of

God. This comes through the practice of spiritual disciplines. Are you spending your 15 minutes in prayer,  reading

scripture, or meditating on God’s voice and call for your life? Are you hearing the word of God more than just on

Sunday mornings? Yes, Sunday mornings are important, but so is every other day of the week. When we take that

time, as we heard about during our Mister Rogers series on “Practice, Practice, Practice” which was on Feb. 2nd, we

learn and grow. How are you growing?
 

In addition to learning and growing, this time will allow you to hear God’s calling 

for your life and for us as a church. What are we being asked to do and be for our

community? Where might God be calling you to get “outside-the-box”and stretch 

yourself a bit? 
 

I hope that you will take this opportunity during these 40 days of Lent to reflect on

many things in your life and in your relationship with Jesus Christ. Listen for the

 still small voice of God, speaking your name and reminding you how much you

are loved and accepted into this family. I would also like to ask you to reflect on 

this passage from Ephesians 2. I have listed verse 19 for you, but read past this

into verse 22, and hear what God is asking. Let me know your reflections as we

pursue this new beginning, new direction, and new promise. God is making all

things new, once again!

 

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Jarrod
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Although March brings Bach's  birthday,  I have chosen some other interesting

March birthdays to feature (although a little Bach may show up ... )

Thomas Arne (1710-1778) was an English composer, alive at the time of Bach, 

who wrote mainly for theater and opera.  He also composed the famous song, "Rule

Brittania."   
 

Andrew Lloyd Webber (1948-), Academy Award, Grammy and Tony winner,

English composer and theater impresario, known for  hit musicals such as Joseph

and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat and Jesus Christ Superstar as well as a

lovely Requiem mass.  
 

Mark Hayes (1953-), American composer and arranger of Christian sacred and 

gospel music which often contains the feel of jazz improvisation.  Both original and

arranged works will be included ... he is one of my personal favorites to play!
 

Frederic Chopin (1810-1849):  A Polish composer and piano virtuoso who wrote 

chiefly solo piano works.  Living in Paris the last half of his life, he was a favorite of

the fashionable Parisian salons.  His music shows the emotional intensity that

defines the Romantic period.  According to his wishes, although he is buried in Paris,

his heart was buried in his Polish homeland.
 

Look for some soloists and a guest artist or two to enhance Lenten worship as

well!

Composer of the Month

Blankenship Scholarship
George Blankenship was a member here at Epworth for more than 50 years. 

George always appreciated the financial help he received while attending college

and, in wanting to give back to others trying to further their education, the George

Blankenship Endowed Scholarship Fund was created.   
 

Scholarship packets are available in the church office or online (visit the

announcements section on our home page).    
 

Applications must be submitted before March 31st.  Contact the Church Office

with questions.  

 

Rainbow Covenant
March – Dr. Albert Willicor #15151Z 

Dr. Albert Willicor is a native of Liberia and has been the Chief Medical Officer of

Ganta United Methodist Hospital in Ganta, Liberia for over a decade. A distinguished

surgeon and hospital administrator in Liberia, Dr. Willicor also has experience as a

leading OB/GYN in the Republic of Guinea. He serves with his spouse, Angeline, who

is a nurse at the hospital in Ganta.
 

Donations may be placed in the offering baskets during worship; please mark for

“Rainbow Covenant”.





Serving Opportunities
PADS - PADS of Elgin provides overnight shelter and coordinates support services for

the homeless in Elgin and surrounding areas. The shelter is open 7 days a week to all

individuals who have a non-felony record and can pass a breathalyzer test. For two

hours one evening a month our servants help serve food to the residents of PADS. 

When: Sunday, March 1 @ 6:30-8:30pm

Where: 1730 Berkley Street in Elgin

Please contact Andy Lindstrom at andrewlindstrom@yahoo.com for more

information. 
 

FOOD FOR GREATER ELGIN - Provides food assistance to 1200 low income families

(approx. 5500 individuals, 1/2 of which are children) in the Elgin, South Elgin and

East Dundee areas each month. Join together with others from Epworth one night a

month. 

When: Monday, March 16 @ 5:30-8:30pm. 

Please click on “Food for Greater Elgin” under the “Serve” tab on our website for

more information on how to serve. 
 

SOUP KETTLE - Provides hot meals and warm smiles to 60- 100 people in need every

day. Epworth Church staffs the Soup Kettle at Zion Lutheran Church the 3rd Tuesday

of each month. 

When: Tuesday, March 17 @ 4:30-6:45pm. 

Those wishing to serve, please see Janina Hoffman for more information. 
 

CRISIS CENTER MEALS - Epworth Mission Team provides meals for the Crisis Center

on the 4th Sunday of every month. 

When: Sunday, March 22 @ 5:00pm. 

Please contact Mary Rees Freeman at mrf647@hotmail.com

A huge THANK YOU to those who helped with the February Spaghetti Dinner as well

as to Alleluia Quartet for an amazing evening of music.  Between the free will offering

collected at dinner and Alleluia Quartet generously donating the money collected for

their free will offering over $1200 was raised!  This money will go toward the Spirit Lake

Mission Trip to cover gas and other trip expenses.  

 

SCHEDULE

Sunday
Worship @ 9:00am

Fellowship @ 10:00am

Sunday School @ 10:15

Mondays
Walking Bible Study @

6:30am

Wednesdays
Panera Bread Bible

Study @ 6:00am

Lenten Dinner & 

    Worship @ 6:00pm

Choir @ 7:00pm

Fridays
Men's Breakfast @

8:00am, M5
(1st & 3rd Fridays)
 

Sprouts @ 9:15am,

Nursery

Thursdays
Midweek Prayer Service

@ 7:00am, Sonrise Rm

Spirit Lake 
SHOE BOXES ~ In March we will be collecting stuffed animals.  Please make sure they are small enough to fit in a

shoebox.  Don't feel much like shopping?  Order a Target gift card from Manna and we'll do the shopping for you!  

 

MISSION TRIP ~  Our annual mission trip to Spirit Lake is scheduled for July 12th - July 17th. We have 15 spots already

reserved.  Questions?  See Andy Lindstrom at the Mission table in the Community Room following service. 
 

UPCOMING FUNDRAISING EVENTS ~ 

Brunch 'n' Auction - March 15th

Easter Sunday Pancake Breakfast - April 12th

Mother's Day Pie Sales  - May 10th

Church Picnic - June 7th 



FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY ~ Please bring in your donation of canned fruits and Jell-O or any other non-perishable food

items of your choice next Sunday, March 1st.  Donations can be placed in the Food Pantry basket outside of the

Sanctuary.
 

FRIENDSHIP LUNCHEON ~ Our March luncheon will be at Big Skillet on Wednesday, March 11th,  @ 12:30pm.  Sign

up on the Epworth Bulletin Board in the Community Room or email the Church Office.  
 

KMOTION ~ Our March KMOTION event will be on Saturday, March 14th, from 10:00am - 12:00pm.  Volunteers are

needed to help with crafts, games, and lunch.  Come at 9:30am and help where you can.
 

BRUNCH 'N AUCTION ~ The Missions Team will host a Brunch 'n Auction event on Sunday, March 15th.  The Silent

Auction will open at 8:30am and go through 11:30; live auctions begin at 11:15 until they are gone.  We will start serving

brunch during coffee hour so plan to grab a plate and take it with you to Sunday School.  
 

MANNA ORDERS ~ Manna orders will be taken on March 1st and 15th.  Order forms can be found in the attendance

folders, on the Epworth bulletin board in the Community Room or downloaded from our website.  Epworth receives 2-

20% of the price you pay.  Questions?  See Carole Burris.
 

An All-Church Garage Sale is on the agenda! Though the date has not been chosen just yet, it is likely to be in early

May or June. We hope you will take these cold winter days to de-clutter, purge or pre-spring clean. As Nancy Twigg

writes in her book From Clutter to Clarity: Simplifying Life from the Inside Out, “God doesn’t want us to live in the chaos

of being burdened with more than we can enjoy.” 
 

We are looking for clean items in usable condition.  We will not accept TV's and monitors; however, we will take other

up to date electronics.  If you have any questions about that, please seek advice from Paul Burris. We also will not

accept clothing or shoes (these may be placed in the green box located on our far west entrance; keep the

SHOE BOXES coming, though!). Drop-off dates for what you are setting aside for the sale will be announced closer to

the sale date.

 

 

Upcoming Events

Bible Study
As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens a friend. 

Proverbs 27:17 CEB                                            
 

WALKING BIBLE STUDY ~  Monday mornings @ 6:30am at the Centre  of Elgin Walking Track
Come be part of your church community, Walk to better yourself physically and mentally and Talk to grow spiritually!

Meet others at the walking track on the upper level of the Centre, you'll be glad you made the effort! Questions?  See

Mary Becker or Carole Burris.
 

PANERA BREAD BIBLE STUDY ~ Wednesday morning @ 6:00am at Panera Bread in South Elgin
All are welcome to come and sit at the South Elgin Panera Bread on the east side of Randall Rd. in front of Jewel to

converse about the scripture for the upcoming Sunday. It's always great to get into the scriptures and really find a new

understanding with others!

 

Plastic bags can be recycled, just not with your

curbside pickup as they jam conveyor belts  and

clog recycling equipment, causing frequent and

costly shutdowns.  Instead take these bags with you

when you run to the store and deposit them in the

collection containers located in the entry way of

most grocery and big box stores.

 

We appreciate all of our Care Team volunteers who

take time out to call, visit those who are in the

hospital, rehab facilities and home bound.  It means

so much to those who are under the weather and/or

cannot get out and about.  Contact Sandy Kaptain if

you'd like to join our team.  


