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“God bless us, everyone” 
Tiny Tim 

 
“But he was a tight-fisted hand at the grind-stone, Scrooge! A squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, 
clutching, covetous, old sinner!” (Dickens, A Christmas Carol)  
 
I’m sure that many of us know someone like this, someone who has some of the same characteristics as 
Scrooge. Maybe we recognize some of these traits in our own lives. I certainly can remember times 
when I was every one of these. We go through this life battered and beaten down by a society that 
values the exact opposite of what God has shown us through Jesus Christ. We struggle to get all that is 
coming to us, just our fair share (thank you Sally Brown).  
 
So, we scrape, squeeze, and grasp at what we think we should, only to find that it is only temporary. We 
finally realize that the ways of this world will never satisfy our souls and we return to God’s plan, God’s 
will for us. And then everything is made right. Things fall into place, peace comes over us, and we are 
satisfied. Just as the woman at the well was satisfied with the living water Jesus was providing. 
Thankfully, he offers us the same living water and once we receive it and begin following him, we are 
satisfied. 
 
But how long does it take? When do we finally realize that this is what we need in our lives? Maybe the 
question should be, is there time left? Am I out of time to receive this gift of salvation? 
 
Scrooge was just about out of time, he was watching the sands trickle out of the hourglass, but he didn’t 
realize that he needed something more out of this life. He had all the material things that this life could 
offer. He has the money, the possessions, and the business, but he was empty inside. It is truly amazing 
how good things can look on the outside only to find a huge void on the inside.  
 
As we know from the story, Scrooge finds the love that he was missing, right in his own heart. He just 
needed a few people to help him find it, namely the ghosts of Christmas past, present, and future. 
Thankfully, Scrooge finds this in his heart before time runs out and he turns his life around, blessing 
others with all that he has. 
 
What about us? Our time has not run out, and if Scrooge can be redeemed, so can we! I have said it 
many times, but it bears repeating. No one is beyond the grace of God. No one is too far gone that 
God’s love cannot reach them and redeem them. God loves us far too much to let that happen… 
Join us in worship this Advent Season as we look to the character of Scrooge to see how this relates to 
our lives in relationship with God. See you in worship! 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Jarrod 



  

  

 

 

CATCH UP ON YOUR 2019 FINANCIAL COMMITMENT! 
 

Please make sure all tithing you would like to include 
on your 2019 financial statement is mailed in time to be 

received by Monday, December 30th.  
 

 
 

 

DECEMBER RAINBOW COVENANT 
Solar Ovens Partners UMC (#418812) 
 

This solar oven training and distribution program works in the Dominican 
Republic. Providing both the knowledge and the tools to alleviate hunger 
and human suffering through clean, affordable solar cooking, SOP's 
success hinges on a two-fold approach: 1) Education in the concepts of 
solar box cooking to conserve meager family income and reduce the 
environmental devastation of clear-cutting trees; and 2) Training to 
maximize the use of solar energy for the basic human needs of safe 
water and healthy food. SOP previously worked in Haiti, distributing over 
10,000 solar ovens. Each oven costs $150 to make and ship. 
www.solarovenpartnersumc.org 
 

To contribute to this month’s Rainbow Covenant mission, please place 
your donation marked for “Rainbow Covenant” in the offering basket 
during worship.  
 

 
 

Thanks to all who have recently volunteered to help send cards, call or visit 
our church members who are homebound and/or in rehab centers.   
 

We are still hoping to add Epworth UMC to the Dementia Friendly America 
national organizations.  We need several people to become familiar with the 
terminology and help educate others.  We can show Epworth is a community 
who cares about people of all ages, from the children’s activities we are 
already good at to the aging community that is ever growing with the baby 
boomers (and that includes more than a few of us).  
 

Please contact Sandy Kaptain if you are interested in helping out.   

 
 

 

PASTOR 
Jarrod Severing 
jarrod.severing@gmail.com 
 
STAFF 
Robyn Rafalzik,  
Office Manager – 
office@eumcelgin.org  
 

Chris Cherry,  
Choir Director – 
chrisccherry@gmail.com  
 

Jan Paskiewicz,  
Organist – 
janpaskiewicz@att.net 
 

Open,  
Wedding Coordinator –  
 

Ray Eggert,  
Custodian – 847.931.5400 
 
MINISTRY TEAMS 
Carole Burris,  
Church Council Chair – 
carolejb0677@gmail.com 
 

Sandy Kaptain,  
Care Team Chair – 
sakaptain@gmail.com 
 

Open, 
Education Coordinator –  
 

Jim Eby,  
Endowment Team Chair – 
ebys2@wowway.com 
 

Steve Mink,  
Finance/Stewardship Chair – 
startmink@hotmail.com 
 

Andy Lindstrom,   
Missions Chair – 
andrewlindstrom@yahoo.com 
 

Bill Beucler, Staff Parish Chair 
– wbeucler@comcast.net 
 

Open, Trustees Chair – 
 
 

Please contact Pastor Jarrod 
or the church office if you are 
interested in filling one of the 

open ministry team positions! 
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Report from the Special Session of the Northern Illinois Annual Conference 
 

On Saturday, November 16, Pastor Jarrod and I attended a special session of the Northern Illinois Conference 

(NIC) at Kishwaukee Community College in Malta, Illinois. The Bishop’s call for the special session listed 3 

reasons for the special session: 
 

1. To approve a 2020 financial plan for the NIC. This was postponed at the time of annual conference in June to 

wait until the Conference Council on Finance and Administration (CCFA) could better assess the 2019 

financial picture.  

2. To hear a report from the Exploration Team charged at Annual Conference to explore the future of the NIC 

as an annual conference. 

3. To take a special Bishop’s Appeal offering to support farmers in northern Illinois who are suffering due to 

spring flooding and summer drought and early snow. 
 

The session opened with some remarks by Bishop Sally Dyck. She said that the Traditional Plan regarding human 

sexuality and sexual orientation passed at the Special Session of the General Conference last spring is untenable 

and does harm. She noted that the NIC in June voted to encourage clergy and laity to refrain from bringing 

charges (as required by the Traditional Plan) against clergy performing same-sex marriages, and not to fund 

expenses for clergy trials of LGBTQ clergy for being LGBTQ or of any clergy performing same-sex marriages. 

There should be room in the UMC for both those who will and those who won’t perform same-sex marriages, 

respecting differences of opinion on the subject. She said that the history of the United Methodist Church (UMC) 

has been one of inclusion and not exclusion; that the Traditional Plan goes against that history; and that, if it is not 

repealed or relaxed at General Conference next May, the NIC might become disaffiliated from the UMC and seek 

affiliation with other disaffiliated Annual Conferences. 
 

The CCFA presented a 2020 budget that is about 5% lower than the 2019 budget. The reduction was necessary 

due to a projected reduction in income, and reflected a consolidation of District offices and a change from 3 

Regional Administrators to 2 Administrative Assistants based in the Conference’s Chicago office. Also, an 

Information Technology staff position was eliminated, replaced by a consultant, at significant savings. 
 

The NIC voted in June to reduce its contribution to General Conference (GC) by suspending payments to the 

Administration Fund (1 of 7 Funds) as a protest over irregularities in voting at the 2019 Special Session of GC until 

such time as the GC investigated the charges. CCFA noted that the GC subsequently did investigate and has 

made changes that should reduce voting fraud at future sessions, so the 2020 budget includes an allocation for 

the GC Administration Fund. 
 

After some Q & A time, the Special Session voted and approved the proposed 2020 NIC budget. 

In order to give some relief to struggling local churches, CCFA also proposed a reduction in the NIC apportionment 

formula, changing two rates from 14% to 12%. The new formula was approved by the Special Session. 
 

At its June meeting, the NIC authorized formation of a team to explore a new expression of Methodism in reaction 

to the GC’s adoption of the Traditional Plan. The Exploration Team reported that so many proposals for changes 

and alternatives to the Traditional Plan will be made at the 2020 meeting of General Conference that it will be hard 

to map a path forward for the NIC in its relation to the UMC until after that meeting. In the meantime, it has drafted 

an Identity Statement and a Covenant Statement for the NIC, to help guide any future actions. It has also 

suggested changing “Open Hearts, Open Doors, Open Minds” to “Opening Hearts, Opening Doors, Opening 

Minds”, in recognition that this is a process, not an accomplished fact. The Team would like NIC members to take 

the Identity and Covenant Statements back to their congregations for discussion, and is looking for feedback for 

fine-tuning these statements. Several listening sessions across the NIC are scheduled for February. 

The special Bishop’s Appeal for farmers was collected at the Special Session. It was explained that funds raised 

would be used for micro-grants of up to $500 with no strings attached to individual farm families suffering 

hardships due to the spring flooding and summer drought this year, to be used as needed. The Appeal raised 

$30,636.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Steve Mink 

Epworth’s Lay Member of Annual Conference  



  

 
 

     Current & Upcoming Events 
 

 MEN’S FRIDAY BREAKFAST - Come and enjoy a delicious breakfast, fellowship and discussion on 

topics of the day. We meet in M5 the 1st and 3rd Fridays of each month at 8:00am.  All are welcome to attend; 
this is a casual group and regular attendance is not required.  
 

 SPROUTS – All children 0-36 months are invited to join us for SPROUTS!  We meet on Friday mornings at 

9:15am in the Nursery.  Children spend about 35-40 minutes playing together and then spend the final time 
singing, moving and reading a story.  This is a wonderful time to spend connecting with your child or 
grandchild.  Invite friends and family to join you!  If your older children are home for winter break, please 
feel free to bring them as well.  We will not meet on Friday, December 27th.   
 

 CHRISTMAS HARMONIES – The Fox Valley Harmonizers will host a concert here at Epworth on 

Sunday, December 1st, @ 3:00pm.  The concert will also feature Golden Light Singers (a female barbershop 
chorus) and Act of Grace.  Admission is free; a free will offering will be collected.   

 

 HOLIDAY CAROLING – Caroling, Caroling, here we go! Come One, Come All! Sign up TODAY to bring 

joy to others next Saturday, December 7th, at 1:00pm when we meet at Church in the upper parking lot and go 
share our voices and smiles with those who can't get out much. This is a wonderful way to begin your Advent 
season! We will return to Church no later than 5:00pm. Hope, Faith, Joy, and Peace are all shared through the 
beautiful Carols we will bring as a gift to many throughout caroling!   

 

 MOVIE NIGHT – We will be showing Disney’s “A Christmas Carol” on Saturday, December 7th, at 

6:00pm.  Meet in the Community Room with your favorite movie snack, a drink, even pillows and blankets!   

 

 KMOTION – Our December event, “Brunch with Santa”, will be on Saturday, December 14th from 

11:00am-1:00pm.  In addition to a yummy breakfast, we will be making Christmas ornaments, Christmas 
cards for PADS and there will be a visit from St. Nick.  We’ll also be decorating cookies!   
 

Calling all bakers!  We are needing 100 plain cut-out cookies.  This is your opportunity to share your special 
gift as we celebrate God’s greatest gift to us.  Please contact Andy Lindstrom or Janina Hoffman.    .   

 

 FRIENDSHIP LUNCHEON - Over 55?  Join us for the last Friendship Club Luncheon of the year!  We 

will meet at the Alexander’s Café (1728 N. State Street; Elgin) on Wednesday, December 11th, at 12:30pm.  
Please sign-up on the Epworth bulletin board in the Community Room in the next week.  You don’t have to 
be a member of the church to come. Questions, call the church office at 847-931-5400. 

 

 PJs FOR THE HOLIDAYS - Altrusa Club of Elgin and the Salvation Army together are collecting pajamas 

for families with children in need this holiday season.  Now through Sunday, December 15th, we will be 
collecting pajamas size newborn - adult XL. Collection bins are located in the Community Room. Contact Mary 
Rees Freeman at 224.239.4320 with questions. 

 

 MARTIN LUTHER KING FOOD DRIVE - Every year Elgin collects non-perishable items for local food 

pantries.  Last year Elgin collected 30 tons of items.  This year the goal is 40 tons.  You can help by bringing in 
items through January 19, 2020.  We will have bags or boxes for you to fill in the Community Room.   

 

 GIVING TREES are now up!  Please have all donations back to church no later Sunday, December 15th.   
 

The HAT & MITTENS tree stands ready to be filled with winter hats and gloves to be taken to the Crisis 
Center to share warmth and God’s love.   Pick some up while you are out shopping and hang them on 
the tree the following Sunday. Let’s hide the branches and warm the heads, hands and hearts of many 
who are in need this Christmas season!   A variety of sizes will be appreciated!  
 

TEACHER CARE PACKAGE TREE is for the teachers at Highland Elementary.  We are collecting 
teacher supplies (construction paper, bulletin board accessories, hi-liters, stickers, etc…) as well as (30) 
$10 Target gift cards (great Manna opportunity!).   

 

 SWEET TREAT SUNDAY – The Advent season brings the sweet tooth out in all of us!  Join us on 

Sunday, December 22nd, after worship for this festive way to share your favorite holiday baking treats with your 
Epworth family at our coffee & fellowship time. Simply drop off your treats before service on the 22nd and all are 
welcome to enjoy sharing conversations and delicious goodies after the service!  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



     

 

 

DECEMBER GIVING / SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 

PADS - For two hours one evening our servants help serve food 

to the residents of PADS.   
When:  Sunday, December 1st @ 6:30-9:00pm 
Where:  1730 Berkley Street in Elgin  
Please contact Andy Lindstrom at andrewlindstrom@yahoo.com 
for more information. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

FOOD FOR GREATER ELGIN - Provides food assistance to 

low income area  
When:  Monday, December 16th @ 5:30-8:30pm.  
Where:  1535 Commerce Dr. in Elgin  
Please click on “Food for Greater Elgin” under the “Serve” tab on.   

 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SOUP KETTLE  - Epworth Church staffs the Soup Kettle at Zion 

Lutheran Church the 3rd Tuesday of each month.    
When: Tuesday, December 17th @ 4:30-6:45pm.     
Where:  330 Griswold in Elgin  
Those wishing to serve, please see Janina Hoffman for more 
information.  

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

CRISIS CENTER MEALS - Epworth Mission Team provides 

meals for the Crisis Center on the 4th Sunday of every month.  
When:  Sunday, December 22nd @ 5:00pm.   
Please contact Mary Rees Freeman at mrf647@hotmail.com.  
 

 
 

  

 

 

You may not know what you are missing 

by not spending some time with others 

exploring the wonderful messages God 

shares with us through His Word! 

MONDAY MORNING @ 6:30AM 

Join us on Monday mornings at 6:30am 

at the Centre of Elgin for our Walking 

Bible Study. Come be part of your 

church community, Walk to better 

yourself physically and mentally and 

Talk to grow spiritually! Meet others at 

the walking track on the upper level of 

the Centre, you'll be glad you made the 

effort! Questions, ask Mary Becker or 

Carole Burris. 

~~~~~~~~~ 

WEDNESDAY MORNING @ 6:00AM  

 You are welcome to come and sit at 

the S. Elgin Panera Bread to converse 

about the scripture for the upcoming 

Sunday. It's always great to get into the 

scriptures and really find a new 

understanding with others! 

~~~~~~~~~ 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

MANNA ORDERS! 
 

 

Advent brings so many 

opportunities to prepare for 

the birth of our Savior! Let 

your gift purchasing be 

something simple by doing 

your shopping through  

church by ordering gift cards through 

Manna. Place your order any Sunday 

through December 15th with a wide 

variety of stores, restaurants, gas 

stations, Amazon, and even Visa gift 

cards being offered. The Church 

receives anywhere from 1.25% to 20% 

on your purchase. Pick up an order 

form from the attendance books, from 

an usher or on the West wall bulletin 

board in the Community Room. 

Questions, see Carole Burris or 

contact her via phone or email. 

 

 

 

In 2020, watch for the Composer(s) of the Month 

during the Prelude, Offertory and/or Postlude 

repertoire in celebration of their birthdays.   In 

January, be on the lookout for music by Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart (January. 27, 1756); Franz 

Schubert (January. 31, 1797) and Alexander 

Scriabin (January 7, 1872) --a Russian pianist who 

was very influenced by Chopin and had a deep 

belief in mysticism.    Hope you enjoy the year of 

musical discovery as these works are included in 

our varied musical experience at Epworth! 

 

 

 
 

Last month we mentioned the #1 way to fight climate change 
was to eliminate food waste.  The #2 way is to eat a plant-

based food diet.  Experts say that by eliminating meat just one 
day a week has the same effect on global warming as does 

purchasing a hybrid car.   
What are some of your best meatless recipes?   

 
Keep up the great work!   
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