
“God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”

                                                                                                                                                                             (2 Timothy 1:6-7)

 

We find ourselves today, one month closer to a special celebration. We find ourselves today, one month closer to a new

beginning. We find ourselves today, one month closer to sharing worship, ministry, missions, and our lives as a merged

congregation, a new congregation. As _________ church, we begin a new path, full of excitement and possibilities. How

wonderful to be able to participate in this process, design, and dreaming of what God has in store for us? This is an

amazing time, and yet, there is so much uncertainty around us.
 

Businesses closed, worship is redefined, connection seems to be lost, and we seem to be floundering about, trying to

make sense of it all. What a dichotomy, and yet, what similarities we can find. Fear and worry grip us tight, while we hear

the words of God to Joshua; “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God

is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) 
 

Do not be afraid because God is with us. In the midst of COVID-19, God is with us. As we face uncertainty about our

financial well-being, God is with us. As we struggle with health issues, God is with us. And as we journey through the tough

discussions about merging two churches together, God is with us.
 

There are so many times during this process, that I have seen God at work. Friends and co-workers in the Annual

Conference have been worried about the timeline that we’ve set to complete this monumental task. They worry that we

will not reach agreements, that we will get upset with each other and arguments will arise. They worry that we will not be

able to meet our deadlines. But God. In each and every meeting, God has made his presence known by allowing us open

and honest discussions, discernment, and even prophetic voices to be heard. Decisions

 are being made, new hopes and dreams are being shared, visions are being cast, and 

God is pouring his grace over us all. There is no need to worry; no need to fear; God is

 with us, always. 
 

Of course, we should address the overbearing reality that we may not be able to 

celebrate Easter in the sanctuary together. Please know this, nothing can separate us

from the love of God, and nothing can ever dampen the celebration of the resurrection. 

This is the truth! COVID-19 will not take away the truth that Jesus Christ has been 

resurrected, and whether we celebrate this on April 12th or 19th or 26th or even 

sometime in May, it doesn’t diminish the gospel message of God’s love and grace 

expressed through the acts of Jesus on the cross. So, believe me when I say that

whatever day we are able to return to worshiping together in the sanctuary, it will be a

resurrection day. Like a phoenix rising from the ashes, we will celebrate our new life in 

Jesus Christ. It will truly be a glorious day of celebration!
 

Until that day comes, we will live out our faith, even in the midst of this broken world.

So, whether it is the merger, COVID-19, your employment, retirement, health, or
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PASTOR

Jarrod Severing

jarrod.severing@gmail.com

 

 

STAFF
 

Office Manager -
Robyn Rafalzik

office@eumcelgin.org
 

Choir Director –
Chris Cherry

chrisccherry@gmail.com
 

Organist –
Jan Paskiewicz

janpaskiewicz@att.net
 

Wedding Coordinator –
Open
 

Custodian - 
Ray Eggert, 847.931.5400

 

MINISTRY TEAMS
 

Church Council Chair –
Carole Burris

carolejb0677@gmail.com
 

Care Team Chair –
Sandy Kaptain

sakaptain@gmail.com
 

Education Coordinator –
Open
 

Endowment Team Chair – 
Jim Eby

ebys2@wowway.com
 

Finance/Stewardship
Chair – Steve Mink

startmink@hotmail.com
 

Missions Chair –
Andy Lindstrom
andrewlindstrom@yahoo.com
 

Staff Parish Chair - 
Bill Beucler,

wbeucler@comcast.net
 

Trustees Chair –
Roy Chapman, 

roy_chapman@yahoo.com

 

Please contact Pastor Jarrod
or the Church Office if you are
interested in filling one of the
open ministry team positions!

Merger Update
Today it may seem like forever since we've been able to be out and about but shortly

before and following the "shelter in place" began, your Merger Team, with  members of

Wesley's leadership and Epworth's, has been meeting (previously in person, now via

the internet) and making wonderful progress.        
 

There are MANY legal items to address as well as developing new Vision and Mission

statements which defines who we are. We are also determining a name for this new 

congregation that speaks of God's love working through us to the surrounding

community!  Conversations around such details as worship service time, what

treasures Wesley desires to bring and additional items they have that will be a

wonderful gift to our ministry together are being discussed. We include also

preliminary conversations about the  selling of Wesley's building and parsonage. 
 

Some VERY IMPORTANT dates are coming soon! Thursday, April 16th, your Church

Council will hold a Charge Conference with our DS to vote on the Merger agreement to

be presented to both congregations. The final agreement will be mailed to you on April

20th for your review and vote.
 

SUNDAY, MAY 10th, along with being Mother's Day, is VOTING DAY! We ask YOU to

be praying for this new opportunity for us to be the hands and feet of God and  to send

in your proxy. Even though you are planning to be present for our Church Conference

on May 10th, we ask you to send in your proxy vote, just in case you are unable to

attend at the last moment. This is VERY EXCITING TIMES as we take our

Congregational vote to MERGE with Wesley to create a New Congregation! IT IS OF

UTMOST IMPORTANCE that you participate as we need a 2/3 margin of ALL

MEMBERS!   
 

If there remains a "shelter in place" you will be notified how this will all happen!  Please

be praying each day for safety, good health, and God's blessing to be with us all during

these challenging times!

From the Desk of Your Pastor (cont'd)

relationships; do not fear. God hold all things in his hands. Sisters and Brothers,

this circumstance that we are facing will soon be over, and we will return to

worshiping together, face to face. And it will be wonderful, with handshakes and hugs

galore. But until that day, shelter in the shadow of the Almighty. God will deliver you,

and God will raise us up as on eagle’s wings.
 

This month, reflect on this; where have you seen God in these days? Let me start by

saying that I have seen God work in the lives of many churches as they

struggled and triumphed over new ways of worship; where people have joined in

online worship services all over the world. God is still on the throne, and his

way of working in all situations is truly amazing. I wonder where you have

witnessed God moving in these last few weeks; where have you seen God’s epic

story of faith, hope, and love in your life?
 

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Jarrod

 



Blankenship Scholarship
George Blankenship was a member here at Epworth for more than 50 years. 

George always appreciated the financial help he received while attending college

and, in wanting to give back to others trying to further their education, the George

Blankenship Endowed Scholarship Fund was created.   
 

Scholarship applications are available on online.
 

Applications must be submitted before March 31st.  Contact the Church Office

with questions.  

 

 

As we are spring cleaning and organizing our homes, please do not forget the UsAgain 

collection bin located at the far west side driveway entrance at Epworth.  Just last year

alone they collected 17,000 pounds of goods from our bin!  This is a wonderful way to 

make sure your no longer needed items in good condition can be used by someone else.    Find a list of items they accept

here.  
 

Styrofoam recycling has been moved the Seigle's ,1331Davis Rd, Elgin.  Go to the red door located on the west side of the

building.  

While we are all homebound during the shelter in place ordinance, please remember to reach out to those who are in

nursing homes, rehabs and/or those who are typically homebound.  

Rainbow Covenant - April 
United Methodist Committee on Relief—Undesignated (#999895)

UMCOR provides humanitarian relief and disaster response in the United States and

internationally. These undesignated funds allow UMCOR to allocate funds to

disasters as they arise. umcor.org
 

During  this "Shelter in Place" time, donations can be mailed (please mark for

"Rainbow Covenant") or placed through "Give Plus".

SCHEDULE

Sunday
Worship @ 9:00am

Facebook Live
 

Wednesdays
Bible Study @ 6:00am

Zoom
 

Pressure Points Bible Study

@10:00am

Zoom
 

Lenten  Worship  @ 6:30pm

Facebook Live
 

Thursdays
Midweek Prayer Service

@ 7:00am

Facebook Live
 

Pressure Points Bible Study

@ 7:00pm

Zoom

Thank you to all who came to our Brunch 'n' Auction event on March 15th.  We raised over $1700.00 for our Spirit Lake

Mission Trip.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/EpworthUMC1/BlankenshipEndowedScholarshipApplication
https://usagain.com/items-we-accept
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Seigle's+Cabinet+Center/@42.0681314,-88.32438,14.83z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x880f0ff65b565a97:0x79c1cda1d3b90c52!8m2!3d42.0678634!4d-88.3105468
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Seigle's+Cabinet+Center/@42.0681314,-88.32438,14.83z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x880f0ff65b565a97:0x79c1cda1d3b90c52!8m2!3d42.0678634!4d-88.3105468
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor
http://www.eumcelgin.org/give_now


 

Note: Names listed below that are in bold have been added for the first time or description has been changed.  

You will want to remember the following persons in your prayers and with a visit once we can, card or phone

call.  *Denotes Epworth UMC Member; names in bold are new requests.

 

Please keep the following individuals in your prayers during the following weeks:  

 

Prayers for health and healing:
• Karen Beyer, cancer

• *Gene Carter

• Karen Freese (mother of Laura Mellinger)

• *Jeff Grajek, multiple myeloma remission

• *Fern Olson

• *Darlene Steffen

• Anna (friend of Carol Zweig), cancer

• John Michel Brand (son of Darlene Steffen), long-term health issues

• Brenda, Lisa, Robin and Val (friends of Lisa Eby), cancer treatment & 

remission

• Dorothy Christiansen (friend of Jim &  Lisa Eby)

• Angelo DiLiberti (father of Susan Collins), stroke 

• Mary Whittington Eder (sister of Ted Whittington), cancer

• Barb Etchingham (sister of Mary Becker), going through challenging 

time

• Mason and Emily (nephew & niece of Lisa Eby)

• *Carol Leeson, cancer treatments

• *Martin Leeson, recuperation from bypass surgery

• Brenda Merwin (daughter of Pattie Quandt), cancer treatments

• John Messinger

• Cindy Miller (daughter of Gene & Shirley Carter), cancer treatments

• Dorothy Kramka Miller (aunt of Ted Whittington)

• Gwen Peterson (mother of Sherry Severing), health issues

• Camilla Steffen

• *Lorrie Young, cancer

 

Prayers for strength, support and comfort
• *Jenny Grajek

• Glen Peterson (WUMC), for the passing of  his wife

 

Prayers for those in continuing care & retirement facilities:
• Harbor Chase of Plainfield:  *Fern Olson

• Heritage Manor: Barbara DiLiberti (mother of Susan Collins)

• The Vines:  *Arlene Weas

 

Prayers for those serving in our military:
• Noah Akemann

• Tay Lewis

 

PLEASE REMEMBER:  

Due to confidentiality laws, hospitals will no longer give out information when requested by the Church

Office.  We really do want to be with you during your time of need.  If you are admitted to the hospital and

desire a visit from the pastor, please be sure to notify the church office.  If the office is closed, please leave a

message on our voice mail or contact Pastor Jarrod on his cell phone.  

Happy Birthday

Happy Anniversary

Prayers 

4.1        Bruce Dahlquist

4.7        James Balkus

4.12     Colton Schambach

4.14     Alan Rohde

4.15     Parmjit Singh

             John Soderholm

4.17    Ronald Perkiser

4.19    Roy Chapman

             Ashley Zweig

4.22    Lorainne Smart

4.24     James & Mary Rees Freeman





Serving Opportunities
In light of the current stay at home order, our monthly serving opportunities have changed slightly.  As restrictions

are lifted or changed, so may opportunities.  Please reach out to contacts below prior to serving.  

 

PADS - Please consider making a homemade meal and dropping it off as  volunteers are not permitted to serve food.  

When: Contact PADs at 847.608.9744 to make arrangements for which evening.
 

FOOD FOR GREATER ELGIN - Provides food assistance to 1200 low income families in the Elgin, South Elgin and East

Dundee areas each month.  See the FFGE website for many other times when volunteers are needed.

When:  Monday, April 20th.  

Please visit our website for more information on how to serve.  
 

SOUP KETTLE - Will continue to serve food to guests, however, serving will take place at the door  as take out rather than

inside.  

When: Tuesday, April 21 @ 4:30-6:45pm. 

Those wishing to serve, please see Janina Hoffman for more information. 
 

CRISIS CENTER MEALS is currently accepting store bought food items.  

When: Sunday, April 26 @ 5:00pm. 

Please contact Mary Rees Freeman.

Bible Study
 

Just because in-person services and gatherings have been  canceled does not mean

we cannot gather and learn!   We are using Zoom Meetings to get together remotely 

for our Wednesday morning Panera Bible Study as well  as our Wednesday 10am and

Thursday 7pm "Pressure Points" Bible Study.  
 

To participate you will need to download the app onto your mobile device from either iTunes App Store or GooglePlay or

download the program on your computer prior to signing into a meeting.  Once the app/program is downloaded, open it

and you will be given a choice to either join a meeting or sign in to your account.  Click on "Join A Meeting".  You will

then be prompted to add a meeting ID number or you can click on the following links:
 

Wednesday 6am Bible Study meeting ID is 976214352
 

"Pressure Points" Bible Study"

Wednesday's 10am meeting ID is 266846371

Thursday's 7pm meeting ID is 498501705
 

Once you have put in the correct meeting ID number, click "Join" and you should be added to the meeting. If using the

links, you should automatically join the meeting.

Easter Services & Flowers
 

Details pertaining to Holy week and Easter Sunday services will be forthcoming as information becomes available.  We

will be ordering Easter Flowers regardless of whether we are worshiping together in church or online.  You may order

flowers online.  

Manna Orders
We will still be collecting Manna orders on April 5th & 19th.  You can download a manna form, complete it and send it to

Carole Burris or call her at 847.436.3246.  Payments can be mailed into the church or placed online.  Questions?  Contact

Carole Burris.

 

http://www.foodforgreaterelgin.org/volunteer/
http://www.eumcelgin.org/food_for_greater_elgin
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id546505307
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoom.videomeetings
https://zoom.us/support/download
https://zoom.us/j/976214352
https://zoom.us/j/266846371
https://zoom.us/j/498501705
https://www.cognitoforms.com/EpworthUMC1/EasterFlowerOrderForm
https://mychurchwebsite.s3.amazonaws.com/c1270/manna_072817.pdf
http://www.eumcelgin.org/give_now

