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For this reason, a man shall 
leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife… 

                 Genesis 2:24 
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Your wedding day will be one of the most important days in your lives.  The wedding 
ceremony is a transitional event in which the two of you will declare publicly your 
intent to become married and in which a community promises to support you.  It is a 
time when you “leave home” and establish a “new home” together; a time when each 
of you will bring legacies from your family of origin to your “new family” that will be 
formed on your wedding day.  St. John Lutheran Church and its pastors are pleased 
to share this very special occasion with you.  It is our hope that the information on 
the following pages will be helpful to you in planning your wedding day. 

Weddings can be held in any setting; however, you have chosen a church setting in 
order to invite God’s blessing on your wedding.  In a church setting a wedding 
becomes a service of worship and your wedding plans should reflect this reverence.  
The pastors and church personnel at St. John Lutheran Church will be happy to offer 
guidance and assistance as you plan your wedding.  Please feel free to contact them 
with any questions or concerns you may have. 
 

PLANNING AND PROCEDURES 
 

Please call the church office to set up an appointment with the Pastor.  At this 
meeting you will be able to get acquainted, talk over expectations, and plan the 
premarital preparation process.  If you would like to have another Pastor participate 
in your wedding service, please discuss your request at this meeting, as the invitation 
to participate needs to be extended by a pastor of St. John. 
 
After meeting with the Pastor, you should complete an “Application for Use of 
Facility” form and submit it to the church office so that a final confirmation can be 
made for your wedding date.  You may then proceed with positive plans involving 
invitations, etc. 
 
It is the policy of St. John that you, as a couple, in preparation for your married life 
together have premarital counseling with Pastor beginning three to six months 
before your wedding date.  Here your relationship as a couple will be discussed from 
a Christian perspective and you will have an opportunity to help plan your marriage 
ceremony. You will need to pay $29.95 by credit card for the scoring fee from the 
company, not a fee for the pastor or the church. 
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THE MARRIAGE SERVICE 
 

The basic service used at St. John Lutheran Church follows the marriage rites 
prepared for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and begins on page 202 in 
the green Lutheran Book of Worship.  There are many ways for you to personalize 
your wedding service, keeping Christ as the focus of your marriage ceremony.  If you 
have special requests, please discuss them with the Pastor, keeping in mind that the 
pastor is responsible for approving the content of your wedding service. 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC 
 
The Director of Music should be contacted soon after you initial visit with the pastor 
to ensure availability on your wedding day and to assist with the selection of music 
for your service.  The Director of Music has right of first refusal for all weddings that 
take place at St. John.  This is a standard practice in many churches, meaning that 
the Director of Music must approve the use of outside organists or pianists for your 
wedding at least 2 months prior to the wedding.   Please keep in mind that outside 
organists should possess the skills needed to play the 41-rank pipe organ in the 
sanctuary.  The grand piano and synthesizer in the sanctuary may also be used, as 
well as other musical instruments such as trumpet or string quartet.  If you choose to 
use the synthesizer, please notify the Director of Music so that it can be set up in time 
for your use.  The chapel has an electronic digital piano with the capability of 
producing a variety of sounds, including organ and piano. 
 
Your wedding is perhaps the only occasion in your life in which you have the 
privilege and responsibility of planning a worship service.  Along with the pastor, the 
Director of Music is available to assist you in planning a service that is beautiful and 
Christ-centered.  All music must be approved in advance by the Director of Music, 
who will gladly help you make appropriate selections.  Music during the marriage 
ceremony should focus on themes of God’s love and blessings for your marriage, as 
well as the praise of God which it is our duty to express whenever we gather together 
as the body of Christ.  Secular music, including romantic or sentimental love songs, 
while they might have great personal meaning, are not appropriate during the 
marriage service.  Any music chosen must be prayerful and devotional in content.  
The songs that are most appropriate speak directly to God, such as “Holy God, We 
Praise Your Name,” or directly quote Scripture, like “The Gift of Love.”  Consider 
playing or asking your soloist to sing secular songs with personal meaning at your 
rehearsal dinner or reception.   
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Your wedding is also one of the few occasions in which you will have live musicians 
play just for you.  Pre-recorded music is not allowed, due both to copyright 
performance laws and also to prevent technical difficulties.  In the rare case that 
something goes wrong, live musicians can quickly adjust to the situation, but a CD 
can’t adapt to problems.  If you have vocal soloists, please include them in your 
planning so that the songs you choose will be performed comfortably and beautifully.  
Not all songs are a good fit for every singer.  Singers must sing with other live 
musicians, whether the Director of Music or another accompanist.  CD 
accompaniment tracks are not allowed.  Singers may be accompanied on organ, 
piano, guitar, or other instrument.  Singers are responsible for providing the 
accompanist with sheet music in the appropriate key.  If the Director of Music is 
accompanying the singer, there will be one rehearsal, preferably at the wedding 
rehearsal or on the day of the marriage ceremony.  Due to copyright restrictions, 
original music (not photocopies) must be used by both the soloist and the 
accompanist.   
 
You will find included in your packet a Wedding Sampler CD which contains the 
most common wedding music selections.  In the back of this booklet you will find a 
listing of tracks with their title, composer, and points during the service for which the 
piece would be appropriate (lighting of candles, seating of families, entrance of 
bridesmaids, bridal processional, unity candle, recessional, hymn, or vocal solo).  
This list is not meant to be comprehensive; other pieces may be chosen with the 
approval of the Director of Music.   
 
To include your friends and family in the service, consider singing a congregational 
hymn.  This may be done during the processional or recessional just as we do at 
Sunday morning worship services, or at another appropriate moment during the 
service.  This will give the assembled people the opportunity to actively participate in 
your Christ-centered worship service.  It would be best to choose well-known hymns 
and congregational songs so that the largest possible number of worshipers will be 
able to participate.  Suggestions for well-known hymns are included on the enclosed 
Wedding Sampler CD. 
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CANDLES 
 

Six brass candlesticks with oil-filled candles and the eternal candle are always kept 
on the altar.  The church has a brass unity candle holder which will also be placed on 
the altar if you choose to use it.  It holds a center candle with a base of 3-1/2” or less 
and two standard size side candles. 
 
There are two brass seven-branch candelabra available for your use.  If you wish to 
use these candelabrums, it is necessary to use the church’s white candles.  To protect 
the brass finish, it is requested that bows be used to decorate the candelabrum and 
that the bows be attached only with ribbon.  It is certainly acceptable to use rented 
ones. 
 
The church also has 14 pew torches.  Should you choose to use the pew torches, you 
will need to use the church’s white candles; and they must be put in place by the 
custodian. 
 
Two candle lighter/extinguishers are available for the candle lighters to use.  Some 
instruction is necessary for their proper use, and practice at the rehearsal will ease 
the anxiety of those serving as candle lighters. 
 
 
 
 

DECORATIONS 
 

All decorations used in the sanctuary or chapel should be placed or attached with 
ribbon (not floral wire or tape) so that they do not mar the pews or church furniture.  
There are 24 pews on each side of the sanctuary on the main floor.  Altar cloths and 
other chancel furnishings should not be changed or moved.  A kneeling bench is 
provided as part of the chancel furnishings in both the sanctuary and the chapel. 
 
Either silk or fresh flowers may be used as decorations.  The church has a number of 
wooden flower stands available for your floral arrangements.  Please let the church 
office know in advance if you plan to leave your flowers at the church for the next 
Sunday’s worship service, so that information can be put in that Sunday’s bulletin. 
  
The church does not have an aisle runner.  If you choose to use one, the aisle is 60 
feet in length. 
 
 
 

4. 



WEDDING COORDINATOR 
  
The Wedding Coordinator may be your most valuable resource person.  She will save 
the bride and groom (and the bride’s mother) much anxiety.  She is the 
representative of the church to assist you in following the church’s guidelines and in 
helping the rehearsal and the wedding ceremony run more smoothly.  Please contact 
one of the wedding coordinators to set up a meeting before the rehearsal to go over 
any questions you may have.  She will also be present at the rehearsal and the 
wedding ceremony to assist you.  If you choose to have your wedding reception at the 
church, the wedding coordinator will also assist you with the details about what is 
available for your use and will be present to help the reception run more smoothly.  
We require the use of her services for all weddings in the sanctuary and whenever 
receptions are held in the church Fellowship Hall. 
 Wedding Coordinator: Rosalie Higgins (402) 228-4097 
      
 
 
 

BULLETINS 
  
You may purchase your wedding bulletin covers at any Christian supply bookstore 
and have them printed at a local printing/copy center.  BE SURE you go over the 
Order of Service with the pastor before you have the bulletins printed.  (see sample in 
back of guide) 
 
 
 
 

MARRIAGE LICENSE 
 

Please give the marriage license to either the pastor or the church office at least 5 
days prior before the rehearsal so that it can be completed.  The marriage license 
must be signed by 2 witnesses (usually the best man and maid of honor) in the 
pastor’s office.  It’s a good idea to let them know about this ahead of time. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO-TAPING, SOUND 
  
Since your wedding is a worship service, you will want your photographers to capture 
your day in pictures without intruding on the sacredness of your ceremony.  Your 
photographer may take flash pictures while the wedding party is entering and leaving 
the sanctuary.  To preserve the worship atmosphere, no flash pictures may be taken 
during the ceremony.  However, your photographer may take time exposure pictures 
from the balcony during the ceremony. 
 
If you choose to have pictures taken before the ceremony and you have chosen to use 
the seven-branch candelabrum.  Please be sure photography is completed in the 
sanctuary at least one hour before the beginning of the service. 
 
After you and your photographer have determined the amount of time needed to 
schedule for pictures in the sanctuary, be sure the “Application for Use of Facility” 
includes this information.  If you wish to have the pastor included in any of the 
pictures, please advise in advance what time you would like that picture taken.  It is 
important that you advise the persons in the wedding party ahead of time as to 
exactly when and where you would like them to be available for picture taking. 
 
If you plan to have your wedding service video-taped, the camera may be placed in 
the balcony.  Any other placement of video cameras should be discussed with the 
pastor. 
 
Attached to this guideline is a sheet entitled “Wedding Photography Guidelines at St. 
John.”  Please review these guidelines with your photographer and video operator 
prior to your wedding day. 
 
Weddings in the sanctuary require the use of the church’s sound equipment.  The 
church will make arrangements to have one of their sound operators available the 
day of your wedding.  The sound operator will make an audio cassette tape of your 
wedding service which will be given to you, compliments of the church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. 



 
WEDDING GIFTS 

 
The church has tables and tablecloths available that you may use for gift tables if you 
so desire.  It is suggested that you select someone in advance to take charge of the 
gifts and watch them at all times. 
 

ATTENDANTS 
 

The bride and her attendants may use the double rooms on the second floor, east 
wing, across from the bathrooms for their dressing room. (Rooms U-4 & U-6). 
 
Contact the wedding coordinator concerning where the dressing room for the groom 
and his groomsmen would be. 
  
The church cannot be responsible for lost or stolen items; therefore, we recommend 
that any valuable personal items not be left in an unattended dressing room.  Also, 
everyone should be certain to pick up all their personal items immediately following 
the ceremony.  It is a good idea to designate someone to check that nothing is left 
behind and that rooms are left in the same condition they were in before the 
wedding. 
 
Please be sure that all persons in the wedding party (bridesmaids, groomsmen, etc.) 
are aware that the church’s policy does not allow the consumption of alcoholic 
beverages or the use of drugs anywhere on the church premises, either inside or 
outside the church building.  If this policy is not followed, the wedding may be 
cancelled.  The church is a smoke-free building; however, there is an area at the 
northeast entry for smoking. 
 
If you want to set up and have snacks available for the wedding party, please do so in 
the church kitchen in the basement.  No food or drink is allowed except in the 
kitchen.  (See Fee Schedule) 
 
If children are involved in your wedding party, and especially if their parents are also 
involved, show consideration for the children’s needs by having someone designated 
to attend to them.  Picture-taking and other wedding day preparations make for a 
“long” time for most children and they sometimes become exhausted before the 
actual time for the wedding arrives.  During the wedding, you may want to consider 
having them process down the aisle and then be seated with a relative in the second 
or third pew. 
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GUEST BOOK 
 

The church has two large register stands which you may use for your guest book.  
Card tables and lace tablecloths are also available.  (Please bring your own pens.)  If 
you are expecting more than 150 guests, we recommend using a loose-leaf guest book 
and two guest book stands. 
 
If wedding guests are still arriving shortly before the scheduled time for your 
wedding to begin, instruct your guest book attendants to close the guest book and 
request that your wedding guests sign after the ceremony.  The ushers can then 
quickly seat the remaining guests so that your wedding can begin on time. 
 
 

WEDDING REHEARSAL 
 

Please schedule your rehearsal date with the pastor as soon as you can.  Rehearsals 
are normally held the night before the ceremony and everyone in the wedding party 
and the parents of both the bride and groom should attend.  Please set the time for 
the rehearsal at a time when all people involved will be able to be there so the 
rehearsal can begin promptly.  The pastor will conduct the rehearsal, which will last 
about 1 hour.  If you are planning a rehearsal dinner and would like the pastors to 
attend, please be sure to extend a written invitation to them ahead of time. 

 
 

REHEARSAL DINNERS/WEDDING RECEPTIONS 
 

The fellowship hall in the church basement may be used for your rehearsal dinner 
and/or wedding reception.  It seats 325 people at tables if all three sections are used.  
If you choose to use the fellowship hall for either one of these occasions, please 
indicate that request on the “Application for Use of Facility” form (see fee schedule).  
You may set up the tables and chairs in whatever arrangements you desire.  If you 
move tables/chairs they must be returned to their original location. 
 
You may use any caterer or kitchen help you choose to serve either function.  The 
church’s wedding coordinator will be able to give you detailed information as to the 
silver service, snack sets, coffee makers, etc. which the church has available for your 
use.  The church’s policy is that alcoholic beverages may not be consumed on the 
church premises; however, special arrangements strictly for a wedding toast may be 
made in advance through the pastor. 
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FOR THE USHERS 
 

 All ushers should be available to usher at least 45 minutes prior to the 
wedding.  Therefore, all pictures in which any ushers are involved should be 
completed by at least 45 minutes prior to the wedding.  One usher for every 50 
people invited allows ample time for seating. 
  
 If the ushers are responsible for lighting of the candles and/or pew torches, 
they should be told exactly what is expected of them and what time to do what.  (Pew 
torch candles will last approximately 2 hours…..no longer.  The couples may want 
these lit before guests start arriving.) 
  
 It is usually customary NOT to ask guests if they are “friends of bride” or 
“friends of groom”, however; it is what you, the bride and groom, prefer.  Also, places 
are usually reserved for immediate members of the families involved and special 
guests such as the servers at the reception, hosts/hostesses, guest book attendants, 
etc.  Be sure the ushers know which rows should be reserved for any special seating.  
If seating cards are to be used, be sure the ushers are aware of this procedure. 
  
 Be sure the ushers know in advance when and how the parents, grandparents, 
and any other special guests are to be escorted in before the wedding and out after 
the ceremony.  Also, how are the other guests to be ushered out? 
  
 Remind the ushers NO GUM while they are ushering. 
  
 The ushers should become familiar with the building (exits, rest rooms, etc.) 
so they can be of help to wedding guests if they ask for directions. 
  
 Ask the ushers to inform any guests with cameras that no pictures are to be 
taken during the ceremony. 
 
 Ushers should offer their arm to a woman…..don’t take the woman’s arm.  
Ushers should walk beside a man whom they are escorting.  Good etiquette:  Don’t 
ask anyone to slide over, except those indicated on the seating chart. 
 
 After the mother of the bride is seated, the wedding is officially started.  Seat 
any late guest by the side aisles. 
  
 Where will the ushers be during the actual wedding ceremony? 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

The main floor of the sanctuary has a seating capacity of 450 to 500 guests.  An 
additional 150 guests may be seated in the balcony. 
 
The chapel has a seating capacity of 80 guests. 
 
Church policy does not allow alcoholic beverages or drugs on church property.  We 
ask that your wedding party respect and abide by this policy.  If someone in the 
wedding party has been drinking, the wedding may be cancelled.  The church is a 
smoke-free building; however, there is an area by the northeast glass doors where 
persons may smoke. 
 
If you are planning a Saturday evening wedding, plan no later than 4:00 p.m. 
because the church has regularly scheduled worship services on Saturday evenings 
from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the chapel and no weddings may be scheduled after 4:00 
p.m. 
  
Remember that the church is a public building with many activities and many people 
coming and going.  Thus, the church cannot be responsible for items brought into the 
building.  Don’t leave anything valuable unattended. 
  
The entire church building is air conditioned and the custodian will have the 
temperature set properly for you.  
  
The church is handicapped accessible from the northeast entry of the parking lot and 
from the southeast sidewalk on Washington Street.  An elevator at the northeast 
entry provides access to the sanctuary and fellowship hall.  Handicapped bathrooms 
are on the main floor across from the church office. 
  
Anyone using the church is requested to leave the church in the same condition in 
which it was found. 
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SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE PASSAGES FOR WEDDINGS 
 
 
 
 
  Old Testament   
  Genesis 2:18-24  
  Psalm 100  
  Psalm 117    
  Psalm 127   
  Psalm 150  
    
        
        
   
 
 
  New Testament 
  Romans 12:1-2, 9-13 
   1 Corinthians 13 

 Galatians 5:22-26 
 Philippians 1:3-11 
 Philippians 4:4-9 
 Colossians 3:2-17 
 Hebrews 13:1-6 
 1 John 3:18-24 
 1 John 4:7-12 
 Matthew 22:34-40 
 John 2:1-11 
 John 15:19-22 
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DECORATING GUIDELINE FOR FLORISTS 
For Weddings at St. John Lutheran Church 

 
It is suggested that you share this guideline with your florist to 
assist in the planning of any decorating of the sanctuary and/or 
fellowship hall.  Flowers and other sanctuary decorations 
should not be done until the day of the wedding; and, all 
decorating should be completed at least 2 hours before the 
wedding.  Please remember that the church is a building with 
many activities and many people coming and going.  Thus, the 
church cannot be responsible for anything valuable left 
unattended.  (If the fellowship hall is to be used for the 

reception, check well in advance with the church office to ensure that the time 
scheduled for any decorating does not conflict with any other scheduled activities for 
the fellowship hall.)  Sanctuary decorations should not be removed until after all 
guests have been ushered out.  It is requested that the church be left in the same 
condition in which it was found. 
 

 Bouquets or floral pieces should not be placed on the altar or communion 
rail.  Either silk or fresh flowers may be used.  The church has a number of 
wooden flower stands available for your floral arrangements. 

 

 All decorations used in the sanctuary or chapel should be placed or attached 
so that they do not mar the pews or church furniture.  There are 24 pews on 
each side of the sanctuary on the main floor. 

 

 Six brass candlesticks with oil-filled candles and the eternal (red) candle are 
kept on the altar.  The church as a brass unity candle holder which will be 
placed on the altar if you choose to use it.  It holds a center candle with a base 
of 3-1/2” or less and two standard-size side candles.  You may borrow the 
church’s unity candle and side candles; or, you may prefer to provide your 
own candles should you want them as a keepsake.  Altar furnishings should 
not be changed or moved. 

 

 There are two brass, seven-branch candelabrum available for your use.  If you 
wish to use these candelabrums, it is necessary to use the church’s white oil-
filled candles.  (Please note that there is a charge for the white oil-filled 
candles.)  To protect the brass finish, bows may be used to decorate the 
candelabrum and the bows must be attached only with ribbon (not floral wire 
or tape).  If you prefer to use more than bows for decorations on the 
candelabrum, it is certainly acceptable to use rented candelabrum.   
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 The church also has 14 pew torches.  Should you choose to use the pew 
torches, you will need to use the church’s white candles; and the torches must 
be put in place by the custodian.  (Please note there is a charge for the white 
candles and a charge to the torches put in place.)  To protect the wood and 
brass finish of the pew torches, we ask that you use only ribbon (not floral 
wire or tape) to attach any bows or other decorations to the torches.  Any 
decorations used with the pew torches must be placed so as not to create a 
possible fire hazard. 

 

 Corsages and boutonnieres may be placed in one of the church kitchen 
refrigerators the day of the wedding; however, please be aware that often 
times the refrigerators don’t have very much extra space available. 

 

 The church does not provide an aisle runner.  The main aisle is 60 feet in 
length, should you choose to obtain an aisle runner. 

 

 A kneeling bench is provided. 
 

 Two large register stands or card tables and tablecloths are available.  For 
more than 150 guests, we recommend using two guest registries. 
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WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY GUIDELINES  
AT ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

701 N. 6th Street 
Beatrice, Nebraska                  

 
 
Please be sure to go over these guidelines with your photographer(s) and leave a copy 
for them to refer to. 
 
A wedding is a Worship Service and, therefore, photographers will not want to 
intrude on the sacredness of your ceremony.  To preserve the worship atmosphere:  
 

--  Flash pictures may be taken only while the wedding party is entering 
and leaving the sanctuary. 
 
--  No flash pictures may be taken during the ceremony.  However, your 
photographer may take time exposure pictures from the balcony during 
the ceremony. 
 
--  Pictures in the sanctuary must be completed at least 1 hour before the 
wedding is to begin. 
 
--  If the church sanctuary candelabrum are used and these  candles are lit 
during pictures, you should limit their use  to 1 hour prior to the wedding.  
 
--  Pictures after the ceremony are permitted.  However, for the courtesy 
of your waiting guests at the reception and for those who need to clean 
the sanctuary afterwards, consider a  maximum time limit of 30 minutes 
for any after-the-ceremony pictures. 
 
--  Under no circumstances are the altar candlesticks, the  eternity candle, 
the church candelabrum or any other altar or chancel furnishings to be 
moved or removed for photography purposes. 
 
--  Excessive informality is to be avoided. 

* * * * * * 
--  If you plan to have your wedding service video-taped, the  camera may 
be placed in the  balcony.  Any other placement of video cameras must 
be discussed and cleared with  the presiding pastor prior to your 
wedding day. 
 
--  Use existing light only (no additional light during the ceremony).    
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The Wedding Celebration uniting 

Name of Groom & Name of Bride 
St. John Lutheran Church, Beatrice, Nebraska 

Saturday, Month, Day, Year 

 
Officiating Pastor            xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Organist                       xxxxxxxxxx 

Prelude (Music may be listed, if you wish) 
(Possible music selection) 

Lighting of Candles 

Seating of Parents 

Mothers Light Individual Candles (Optional) 

The Processional 
(Music may be listed, if you wish) 

Invocation & Opening Prayer                                                          pg. 202 

Reading of Scripture 

 Genesis 2:18-24    (These will be used unless you choose others) 

 1 Corinthians 13 

Message 

Promises & Exchange of Rings                                                       pg. 203 

Announcement of Marriage                  pg. 203 

The Blessing           pg. 203 

Lighting of the Unity Candle  
(Music may be listed, if you wish) 

Prayers            pg. 204 

Lord’s Prayer                         pg. 205 

The Benediction           pg. 205 

Presentation of the Couple 

The Recessional 
(Music may be listed, if you wish) 

The Postlude 
(Music may be listed, if you wish) 

 
(Sample Program) 



Notes 
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