
St. John Lutheran Church, ELCA 
October 31, 2021     9 AM     Reformation Sunday 

  

 
 

Gathering Music 
Fanfare in C – David N. Johnson 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
 God our comforter, like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We 
gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn our faces away 
from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our 
apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen 
when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love 
our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn 
#504 A Mighty Fortress 
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*Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit 
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on 
your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect 
and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all 
enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving 
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Word 
First Reading 
Ruth 1:3-5, 14-18 
 

3But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her 
two sons. 4These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah 
and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten 
years, 5both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left 
without her two sons and her husband. 
14Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth 
clung to her. 15So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her 
people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law." 16But Ruth said, 
 "Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you! 
 Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge, 
 your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 
 17Where you die, I will die — there will I be buried. 
 May the LORD do thus and so to me, and more as well, 
 if even death parts me from you!" 
18When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no 
more to her. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 46 
 

 
 

Second Reading 
Romans 3:19-21 
  
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who 
are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the 
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whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human 
being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for 
through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 
disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 

*Gospel 

John 8:31-36 
 

The holy gospel according to John, the 8th chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord.   
  

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue 
in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, 
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 
commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a 
permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.         Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Sermon 
 

Confirmation 
 

*Prayers of Intercession 
The Assembly responds, “Your mercy is great.”  
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Musical Offering 
I’ll Walk with God – Nicholas Brodszky, arr. Dan Coates 
Addisyn Baxa and Jaedyn Baxa 
 

*Offertory Response #885 
Praise God, from whom all blessing flow, praise God, all 
creatures here below; praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

*Offertory Prayer 
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the 
desert and manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you 
have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to 
nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving and Preface 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*Words of Institution 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Communion 
Rejoice and Sing Praise – Various composers, arr. Joel Raney 
Chancel Choir and brass quartet 
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*Prayer after Communion 
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the 
crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into 
the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance 
of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Sending 

 

*Blessing 
 

*Sending Song   
#654 The Church’s One Foundation 
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*Dismissal 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
I Love to Tell the Story – William G. Fischer, arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guest Musicians: 
 

Zach Claassen, trumpet, is from Grand Island Nebraska.  He is an 
Emerging Media Arts major at UNL and currently participates in 
the Cornhusker Marching Band. 
 

Garrett Easley, trumpet, resides in Beatrice and is the K-12 vocal 
and instrumental instructor at Diller-Odell Schools. 
 

Nate Hollenbeck, trombone, is a sophomore marketing major at 
UNL. He plays baritone for the Cornhusker Marching Band and is 
the academics chairman for his fraternity Theta Xi.  
 

Grant Lisec, bass trombone, is from Grain Valley, MO.  He is 
studying Mechanized Systems Management and Ag Mechanics at 
UNL.  He is involved with pep band, Mech systems club, and the 
quarterscale pulling tractor build team. 
 


