
St. John Lutheran Church, ELCA 
March 27, 2022                            11:15 AM               Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 

Gathering 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who gathers us in the 
wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new. Amen. 

In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s 
promise of mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God at the margins, 
we have wandered far from your home; again and again, we lose our 
way. We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget that 
you have saved your people before and promise to do so again. Do not 
remember the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, 
where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love 
overflows. Amen. 
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*Gathering Song 
“Your Grace Is Enough,” Matt Maher 

 
1.  Great is Your faithfulness O God You wrestle with the sinner's 
restless heart You lead us by still waters into mercy and nothing can 
keep us apart 
 
Chorus:  (So) remember Your people remember Your children 
remember Your promise O God 
 
Your grace is enough. Your grace is enough. Your grace is enough for me 
 
2.  Great is Your love and justice God of Jacob You use the weak to lead 
the strong You lead us in the song of Your salvation and all Your people 
sing along          (CHORUS) 
 
Ending:   Yeah Your grace is enough Heaven reaches out to us 
Your grace is enough for me God I sing Your grace is enough 
I'm covered in Your love Your grace is enough for me for me 

 
CCLI Song # 4477026  Matt Maher © 2003 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG 

Publishing) spiritandsong.com  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 697247  
   

*Prayer of the Day 
Loving God, 
when we wander to distant places, you watch the road to greet us 
when we finally come home. Whenever we are far from you, remind 
us that we are your beloved children, the longing of your heart, and 
give us the strength and courage to return to your open arms. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

*Sharing the Peace 

http://www.ccli.com/
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Word 
First Lesson 
Joshua 5:9-12 
9The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the 
disgrace of Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 
10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in 
the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of 
Jericho. 11On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the 
produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12The manna 
ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites 
no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that 
year. 
 
The word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of 
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we 
know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a 
new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, 
in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to 
us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 15th chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen 
to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and 
saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
  3So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two 
sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 
share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property 
between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had 
and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property 
in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine 
took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he 
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who 
sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled 
himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him 
anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am 
dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired 
hands.” ’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far 
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put 
his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out 
a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 
  25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of 
the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has 
come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 
back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His 
father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his 
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father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for 
you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never 
given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my 
friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your 
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the 
father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 
yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Message 
 

Sermon 

 
*Song   
“Faithful Father,”  Brian Doerksen 
 
1. Father I can't explain this kind of love This kind of grace 

I know I still break Your heart And yet You run to welcome me 
 
CHORUS   This is my song of praise to You For who You are and all that 
You do From the moment my life began  You have been faithful 
 
2.  Father I love the way You hold me close And say my name 

I know when my life is through My heart will find its home in You 
 

CHORUS  This is our song of praise to You  For who You are and all that 
You do   From before the world began You have been faithful              
(You will be faithful forever faithful) 
 
CCLI Song # 1981340 © 1996 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing . All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI 
License # 697247 

 

http://www.ccli.com/
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*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

Prayer 
Music During the Offering 
“Amazing Grace” (My Chains Are Gone),”   Chris Tomlin 
 

1. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like 
me! I once was lost, but now am found.  Was blind, but now I see. 
 

2.   ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears 
relieved,   How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 
 
REFRAIN: My chains are gone, I’ve been set free. 
  My God, my Savior has ransomed me, 
  And like a flood His mercy reigns; 
  Unending love, amazing grace. 
 

 3.    The Lord has promised good to me, His word my hope secures, 
He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures.  (Refrain 2x) 
 

4.      Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like 
me! I once was lost, but now am found.  Was blind, but now I see. Was 
blind, but now I see. 
Copyright 2006 worshiptogether.com songs. Used with permission CCLI #697247 
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*Offertory Prayer 
Patient God, you are always willing to accept us, even in our bleakest 
moment.  Like a compassionate parent, you wait to receive us in your 
embrace while we struggle to place you first in our lives.  Multiply 
these tithes and offerings so that they open the ears of your lost 
children to your message of unconditional love.  In Jesus’ name, we 
pray.  Amen. 

*Prayers of Intercession 
The Assembly responds, “Receive our prayer.”  

*Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Sending 
*Benediction 

*Sending Song  
“Forever,” Chris Tomlin 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, our God and King. His love endures forever 
For He is good, He is above all things. His love endures forever 
Sing praise, sing praise. 
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With a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. His love endures forever 
For the life that has been reborn His love endures forever. Sing praise, 
sing praise Sing praise, sing praise 
 
CHORUS    Forever God is faithful. Forever God is strong.  
                    Forever God is with us. Forever. (Repeat) 
 
From the rising to the setting sun His love endures forever 
And by the grace of God we will carry on. His love endures forever.  
Sing praise, sing praise  
Sing praise, sing praise  (Chorus) 
 
His love endures forever. His love endures forever 
His love endures forever. Forever 
(Chorus) 

 
©2001 worshiptogether songs/Six Steps Music. Used with permission CCLI #697247 

*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 


