St. John Lutheran Church, ELCA
February 16, 2020

9 AM

6th Sunday of Epiphany

Welcome to worship at St. John! Hymns are found in the second half of the red
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) hymnal and are listed with a number sign,
for example #504. Please join in the assembly portions of the spoken word,
indicated by bold print in this worship order. An asterisk (*) indicates when to
stand as you are able.

Gathering Music
Please use this time for a moment of quiet reflection before the service begins.
If you so choose, a before worship prayer is located on page 72 of the hymnal.

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the eternal voice from heaven,
the anointed and beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters. As we
approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, trusting the
love of Christ crucified and risen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God who searches us and knows us, you have shown us what is good,
but we have looked to other lights to find our way. We have not been
just in our dealings with others. We have chosen revenge over mercy.
We have promoted ourselves instead of walking humbly with you.
With what shall we come before you? Forgive us our sin, and show us
your salvation in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit that is from God, poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus
Christ. Receive the promise of baptism; You are god’s child; ☩ your sins
are forgiven. Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven.
Amen.

*Gathering Hymn
#524

What Is This Place

*Kyrie
s147

*Canticle of Praise
s149

*Prayer of the Day
O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak
mortals we accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and
understand the things we ought to do, and give us grace and power to
do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Word
First Reading
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
[Moses said to the people:] 15See, I have set before you today life and
prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the
LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD
your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments,
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and
the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to
possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led
astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you
today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you
are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to
witness against you today that I have set before you life and death,
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may
live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him;
for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the
land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119
Please join in the refrain where indicated.

1

Happy are they whose way is blameless,
who follow the teaching of the LORD!
3

2

Happy are they who observe your decrees
and seek you with all their hearts,
3
who never do any wrong,
but always walk in your ways.
4
You laid down your commandments,
that we should fully keep them. Refrain
5
Oh, that my ways were made so direct
that I might keep your statutes!
6
Then I should not be put to shame,
when I regard all your commandments.
7
I will thank you with a true heart,
when I have learned your righteous judgments.
8
I will keep your statutes;
do not utterly forsake me. Refrain

Second Reading
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
1

Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but
rather as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk,
not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are
still not ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is
jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and
behaving according to human inclinations? 4For when one says, “I
belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you not merely
human?
5
What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you
came to believe, as the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither the one who plants nor
the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.
8
The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose,
and each will receive wages according to the labor of each. 9For we are
God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation
s151a

*Gospel
Matthew 5:21-37
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 21“You have heard that it was said to those
of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be
liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that if you are angry with a
brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a
brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You
fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So when you are offering
your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has
something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go;
first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer
your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on
the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the
judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison.
26
Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last
penny.
27
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’
28
But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has
already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye
causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to
lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into
hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it
away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your
whole body to go into hell.
31
“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a
certificate of divorce.’ 32But I say to you that anyone who divorces his
wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit
adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.
5

33

“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times,
‘You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to
the Lord.’ 34But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it
is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your
head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let your word be
‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message
Sermon
Hymn of the Day
#714

O God of Mercy, God of Light

*Nicene Creed
Page 104

*Prayers of Intercession
The Assembly responds, “Hear our prayer.”

*Sharing of the Peace

Meal
Offering
"Hallowed Be Thy Name" (Mason and Lawson, arr. Steven V. Taylor)
Jubilate

*Offertory Response
#884 Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow (v. 1)
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*Offertory Prayer
God of wonder, you formed us in our mother’s womb, and from
mother earth you bring forth this bread and wine. We place them on
your table, together with our lives and all that you have made. Open
the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. We wait for your mercy;
we long for your peace; we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ, our
banquet of life. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving and Preface
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… and join their unending hymn:

*Holy, Holy, Holy
s153

*Words of Institution
*Lord’s Prayer
s154, right column

Lamb of God
s154

Music during Communion
"Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus" (arr. Linda Lamb)
"Here I Am to Worship" (arr. Peggy Bettcher)
Praise Ringers
#638 Blessed Assurance
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Prayer after Communion
Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing
us with the gift of salvation. Now send your servants forth in peace,
that we may testify to your goodness and share the hope that is ours
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sending
*Blessing
*Sending Song
#663

Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Let your light shine.
Thanks be to God.

*Sending Music

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Voice of St. John
Sunday Morning – 9 AM, 11:15 AM
Radio Ministry 9 AM
Saturday Evening - 6 PM
KWBE 1450 Khz
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:10 AM, Sept.-May Call 223-5268 to sponsor a broadcast
TV Ministry 1 PM Sundays & 7 PM Tuesdays
Public Access Channel 181
Rev. Ernesto Medina, Transitional Senior Pastor
Pat Jeardoe, Maintenance
Rev. Leah Lawson, Associate Pastor
Erin Blake, Director of Music/Organist
Heidi Price, Coord. of Ed. & Youth Ministry
Carol Bartling, Visitation Asst.
Jeannie Thomas, Administrative Asst.
Anna Francis, Communications Asst.
Jean Spilker, Contemporary Worship Coordinator
Tom Mick, Custodian
www.stjohnbeatrice.org
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