
St. John Lutheran Church, ELCA 
December 26th, 2021    9AM      1st Sunday of Christmas 

Welcome to worship at St. John! Hymns are found in the second half of 
the red ELW hymnal and are listed with a number sign. Order of service 

can be found in the first half of the hymnal and are listed with an ‘S’. 
Please join in the assembly portions of the spoken word, indicated by 

bold print in this worship order. An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand 
as you are able. 

 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

*Call to Worship 
Holy God, we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion 
with competition. We seek what is mighty while ignoring the 
meek. We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. We have not 
put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace of your 
powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we 
do, in word or deed, may reflect your love born among us. 
Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn 
#269 Once in Royal David’s City 

 

*Greeting 



2 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

*Kyrie s147 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 
of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 
 

*Canticle of Praise s148 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship 
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 
glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of the Day 
Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open 
our minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we 
may think and act according to your good will and may live 
continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Word 

First Reading 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
  

18Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen 
ephod. 19His mother used to make for him a little robe and take it 
to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the 
yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and 
say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the 
gift that she made to the LORD”; and then they would return to 
their home. 
  26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in 
favor with the LORD and with the people. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 148 

 
1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
  praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the LORD, all you angels;  
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 
  and you waters above the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
  who commanded, and they were created, 
6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
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  giving them a law that shall not pass away. R 
7Praise the LORD from the earth, 
  you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; R 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers of the world; 
12young men and maidens, old and young together.  
13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth 
and heaven. 
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all 
faithful servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. 
Hallelujah! R 
 

Second Reading 
Colossians 3:12-17 
  

12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear 
with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the 
one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to 
God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 

*Gospel 
Luke 2:41-52 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

41Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the 

festival of the Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they 

went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended 

and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 

Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he 

was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then 

they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 
45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to 

search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, 

sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 

questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his 

understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him they 

were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have 

you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been 

searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were 

you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 

Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand what he said to 

them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, 

and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things 

in her heart. 

  52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and 

human favor. 
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The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day 
#277 Away in a Manger 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

*Prayers 
Congregational response: Receive our prayer. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
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Offering 
The Friendly Beasts arr. Dan Forrest 
Heidi, Sarah, and Matt Price 
 

*Offertory Response 
#885 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

*Offertory Prayer 
Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the 
earth. As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to 
receive the grace and truth you offer and renew in us the song of 
your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Sending 
 

*Blessing 
 

*Sending Hymn 
#300 The First Noel 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
Thanks be to God. 


