
St. John Lutheran Church, ELCA 
Dec. 24, 2021             5:00 PM & 7:30 PM Worship              Christmas Eve 

Welcome to worship at St. John! Hymns are found in the second half of the red 
(ELW) hymnal and are listed with a number sign, for example #504. Service liturgy 

is found in the front of the hymnal and is listed with an ‘S’, for example S151. 
Please join in the assembly portions of the spoken word, indicated by bold print in 

this worship order. An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand. 

 

 
Gathering Music 
5:00 Piano solos by Skylar Kuhlman, Hayley Kuhlman, Ryan Blake 
7:30 Christmas Bell Medley (Larry Shackley) 
 Brass quartet and piano 
 

Processional 
Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring 
Proclaiming the birth of Christ – based on Isaiah 9:6-7 
 

*Gathering Song 
#283 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath & the Christ Candle 
Come, Lord Jesus, Come 

Responsive Litany 
Tonight, we celebrate hope fulfilled in the birth of Christ. 
Joy to the world! The Lord has come. 
Tonight, we celebrate the promise of peace on earth. 
Let earth receive her King. 
Tonight, we celebrate the joy of knowing a Savior has come. 
Let every heart prepare him room. 
Tonight, we celebrate the love of God, through Jesus Christ. 
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
 

Candle Lighting 
Tonight, we light all five candles on this advent wreath. As the 
flames gleam we are reminded that Christ is the true light of the 
world, and with the Christ candle in the center, the flames of hope, 
peace, joy, and love burn even brighter. So it is with Christ in our 
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hearts, we can rest in the hope of eternal life, and look forward to 
the promised peace on earth.  Joy to the world! The Lord has come.  
 

Repeat Congregational part 
 

*Prayer 
Loving God, call forth the dormant child from within each of us; 
cause us to wonder and to rejoice. As the Magi came bearing gifts, 
may we, this Christmas, gift one another with the gold of charity, 
the myrrh of kindness, and the incense of prayer. With the 
shepherds, we come to the birth of Christ seeking a simple 
celebration, where the greatest gift will be ourselves given to You, 
our God, and to each other. Amen. 
 

Musical Meditation: 
5:00 PM "Bells Are Ringing” (Jerry Estes) 
Choristers 
 

Word 

*Gospel Acclamation S151a 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 

*Gospel 
Luke 2:1-20 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and 
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their 
own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He 
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went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came 
for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Musical Offering 
5:00 PM “The Best Christmas Gift” (Brian and Jennie Williamson) 
Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM “O Holy Night” – arr. Mark Cole 
Jean Spilker 
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Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon 
 

Musical Offering 
5:00 PM “God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen” (Arr. Wagner) 
Praise Ringers 

7:30 PM “Christmas Bell Potpourri” (Arr. Patricia Hurlbutt) 
Bells of St. John 
 

*Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

*Prayers of Intercession 
Congregational response: Receive our prayer. 
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Offering 
5:00 PM “Child of the Poor” (Scott Soper) 
Jubilate 
7:30 PM “Christmas Is Coming” (Joel Raney) 
Chancel Choir 
 

*Offertory Response 
#884: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

*Offertory Prayer 
Giver of gifts, amid the tall, tinseled trees; Your light breaks 
through to the world. We dedicate our offering to You. May it be 
transformed into ministries of love for all people. Amen. 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We pray you gracious God to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts. 
And upon our souls may we receive the bounty of the Prince of Peace. 

Glory, Glory is the song with Angels we sing.  
Jesus is born tonight, Amen! 
 

*The Words of Institution 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Distribution 
• All baptized Christians who have been instructed in the meaning 

of this Sacrament and who believe in the Real Presence of Christ 
are invited to the table. 

• The ushers will direct you forward for distribution. 

• Children are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. 

• White grape juice is provided at the center of the tray.  

• Gluten-free wafers are available in the silver bowls. 

 

Music during Communion 
#282 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 
#289 Angels We Have Heard on High 
#277 Away in a Manger 
#279 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
#270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
#269 Once in Royal David’s City 
 

*Prayer after Communion 
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts 
of bread and wine. As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 
 

Christmas Gospel and Sharing of the Light 
John 1:1-14 
 

1. Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright  
Round yon virgin mother and child.  
Holy Infant so tender and mild,  
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;  
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born! 
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3. Silent night, holy night! Son of god, love’s pure light  
Radiant beams from thy holy face,  
With the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

Text: Joseph Mohr, trans. John F. Young 
 

Sending 

*Blessing 
 

*Sending Hymn 
5:00  #267 Joy to the World 
7:30 Go Tell It on the Mountain (arr. Robert J. Hobby) 
 Chancel Choir - verses, congregation - refrain 
 

*Dismissal 
Christ has been born! 
Merry Christmas! 
 

Sending Music 
5:00 Joy to the World (arr. Bober) 
7:30 Hallelujah Chorus (arr. Hopson) – please remain standing  
 
 

*          *          * 
Rev. Dr. Renae Koehler, Lead Pastor Pat Jeardoe, Maintenance 
Rev. Arden Dorn, Interim Pastor Erin Blake, Director of Music/Organist 
Heidi Price, Coord. of Ed. & Youth Ministry Tom Mick, Custodian  
Jeannie Thomas, Administrative Assist. Anna Francis, Communications Assist. 
Jean Spilker, Contemporary Worship Coordinator  
 
WORSHIP SERVICES: Voice of St. John 
Sunday Morning – 9 AM, 11:15 AM Radio Ministry 9 AM 
Saturday Evening - 6 PM KWBE 1450 Khz 
Sunday School:  10:10 AM Call 223-5268 to sponsor a broadcast 
TV Ministry 1 PM Sundays & 7 PM Tuesdays Public Access Channel 181 

www.stjohnbeatrice.org 

http://www.stjohnbeatrice.org/

