
  St. John Lutheran Church, ELCA 
December 19, 2021             9 AM             4th Sunday of Advent 

 
 

Welcome to worship at St. John! Hymns are found in the second half of 
the red ELW hymnal and are listed with a number sign. Please join in the 

assembly portions of the spoken word, indicated by bold print in this 
worship order. An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand as you are able. 

 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
… God for whom we wait, in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing that your 
good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those 
different from ourselves. We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and 
assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 



2 
 

*Gathering Hymn 
#275 Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
 

*Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

Responsive Litany 
Advent is a time to celebrate God’s love. 
God’s love is pure. 
We celebrate by loving our neighbors as ourselves. 
God’s love is everlasting. 
We celebrate by loving the Lord our God with all our hearts. 
God’s love is all-powerful. 
We celebrate by spreading God’s love to a world in need. 
God’s love is freely given to all. 
 

Candle Lighting 
Today we light four candles… 

Repeat Congregational part 
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Prayer of the Day 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 
grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may 
receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Word 

First Reading 
Genesis 28:10-12 
 

10Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11He came to a 
certain place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had 
set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head 
and lay down in that place. 12And he dreamed that there was a 
ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and 
the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 91 

 
 

 9Because you have made the LORD your refuge, 

 the Most High your dwelling place, 
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 10no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent. 
 11For he will command his angels concerning you 
 to guard you in all your ways. 
 12On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone. 
 

Second Reading 
Hebrews 12:28-13:2 
 

28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable 
worship with reverence and awe; 29for indeed our God is a 
consuming fire. 
1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 

*Gospel 
Luke 1:46-55 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 1st chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 46And Mary said, 
 "My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
 51He has shown strength with his arm; 
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 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
 and lifted up the lowly; 
 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
 to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Sermon  
 

*Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
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look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of Intercession 
The Assembly responds, “Your mercy is great.”  
 

*Sharing of the Peace 
 

Meal 

Musical Offering 
Then Mary Said to the Angel – Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612) 
Chancel Choir 
 

*Offertory Response 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all 
creatures here below; praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Offertory Prayer 
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts 
and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way 
before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ 
Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving and Preface 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

s153 … Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven 
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest.  
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*Words of Institution 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Communion Hymn 

s154      Lamb of God 
#270      Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
#289      Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

*Prayer after Communion 
Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the 
Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts 
of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and 
our guest. Amen. 
 

Sending 

 

*Blessing 
 

*Sending Song   
#282  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
 

*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 


