St. John Lutheran Church, ELCA
Aug. 11, 2019

9 AM

9th Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to worship at St. John! Hymns are found in the second half of
the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) hymnal and are listed with
a number sign, for example #504. Please join in the assembly portions of
the spoken word, indicated by bold print in this worship order. An
asterisk (*) indicates when to stand as you are able.

Gathering
Gathering Music
Todd & Billie East

Welcome and Announcements
*Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever. Amen.
Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor,
let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and
against the earth entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted
by many things, and we fail to love you above all else. We store up
treasures for ourselves and turn away from our neighbors in need.
Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together
with Christ, forgiving us ☩ all our trespasses by taking our sins to the
cross. For freedom Christ has set us free: Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.

*Gathering Song
#771: God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens

*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Canticle of Praise
s185
2

*Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your
church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be
ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word
First Reading
Genesis 15:1-6
1

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do
not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very
great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so
a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of
the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your
very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said,
“Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he
believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm
Psalm 33:18-22, read responsively by verse
18

Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD,
upon those who wait for your steadfast love,
19
to deliver their lives from death,
and to keep them alive in time of famine.
3

20

Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD,
our helper and our shield.
21
Surely, our heart rejoices in you,
for in your holy name we put our trust.
22
Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we place our hope in you.

Second Reading
Hebrew 11:1-3, 8-16
1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that
what is seen was made from things that are not visible.
8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place
that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing
where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had
been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked
forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is
God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was
too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him
faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one
as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
13
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but
from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they
were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in
this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had
been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have
had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country,
that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation
s188

*Gospel
Luke 12:32-40
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 12th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms.
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure
in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
35
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who
are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so
that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and
knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he
comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to
eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle
of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
39
“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour
the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken
into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message
Sermon
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Hymn of the Day
#764: Have No Fear, Little Flock

*Nicene Creed
Page 104

*Prayers of Intercession
The Assembly responds, “Hear our prayer.”

*Sharing of the Peace

Meal
Offering
Todd & Billie East

*Offertory Response
#844: Praise to the Lord (v. 1 only)

*Offertory Prayer
Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the
talents we are given to share, and for this bread and wine. Transform
us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our
lives may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving and Preface
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Holy, Holy, Holy
s190

*Words of Institution
*Lord’s Prayer
Communion







All baptized Christians who have been instructed in the meaning
of this Sacrament and who believe in the Real Presence of Christ
are invited to the table.
The ushers will direct you forward for distribution.
Children are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.
If you are unable to kneel, please remain standing.
White grape juice is provided at the center of the tray.
Gluten-free bread is available upon request.

Lamb of God
s191
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Music during Communion
Todd & Billie East

Prayer after Communion
Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread
and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.
Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign
of justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord
forevermore. Amen.

Sending
*Blessing
*Sending Song
#779: Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is sending you. Thanks be to God.

*Sending Music
Todd & Billie East
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WORSHIP SERVICES:
Voice of St. John
Sunday Morning - 9 AM, June-Aug.
Radio Ministry 9 AM
Saturday Evening - 6 PM
KWBE 1450 Khz
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:10 AM, Sept.-May Call 223-5268 to sponsor a broadcast
TV Ministry 1 PM Sundays & 7 PM Tuesdays
Public Access Channel 181
www.stjohnbeatrice.org
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