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Our mission: 
 

To seek, 
nurture,  

and equip  
people to be 
committed 
disciples of 
Jesus Christ 

Steve’s Sentiments (portion copied—author unknown) 
 

“It's just a small, white envelope stuck among the branches of our Christmas tree. No name, no identification, no inscription. It has 

peeked through the branches of our tree for the past 10 years or so.  It all began because my husband, Mike, hated Christmas- oh, 

not the true meaning of Christmas, but the commercial aspects of it-overspending, the frantic running around at the last minute, 

gifts given in desperation because you couldn't think of anything else. 
 

“Knowing he felt this way, I reached for something special just for Mike. The inspiration came watching our son wrestle at a non-

league match against a team sponsored by an inner-city church.  I was alarmed to see that the other team was wrestling without 

headgear; it was a luxury the other team obviously could not afford. Well, we ended up walloping them. We took every weight class. 
 

“Mike shook his head sadly, "I wish just one of them could have won," he said. "They have a lot of potential, but losing like this 

could take the heart right out of them." Mike loved kids - all kids - and he knew them, having coached little league football, baseball 

and lacrosse. That's when the idea for his present came. 
 

“That afternoon, I went to a local sporting goods store and bought an assortment of wrestling headgear and shoes and sent them 

anonymously to the inner-city church. On Christmas Eve, I placed the envelope on the tree, the note inside telling Mike what I had 

done and that this was his gift from me. His smile was the brightest thing about Christmas that year and in succeeding years. 
 

“For each Christmas, I followed the tradition -- one year sending a group of mentally handicapped youngsters to a hockey game, 

another year a check to a pair of elderly brothers whose home had burned to the ground the week before Christmas, and on and on. 

The envelope became the highlight of our Christmas. It was always the last thing opened on Christmas morning and our children, 

ignoring their new toys, would stand with wide-eyed anticipation as their dad lifted the envelope from the tree to reveal its contents.  
 

“The story doesn't end there. We lost Mike last year due to illness. When Christmas rolled around, I was still so wrapped in grief 

that I barely got the tree up. But Christmas Eve found me placing an envelope on the tree, and in the morning, it was joined by three 

more. Each of our children, unbeknownst to the others, had placed an envelope on the tree for their dad.” 
 

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7)  God loves a cheerful giver because God IS a cheerful giver!  One of our families shared with me their 
plans to adopt another family for Christmas - choosing to not simply exchange gifts amongst themselves.  Why not pray about, and 
discover, someone else’s need and fill it this year?  We are most like Jesus when we give.                               ~SteveSteveSteveSteve 
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Dr. Steven D. Doles 

From our family to yours, From our family to yours, From our family to yours, From our family to yours, 
we wish you the merriest of we wish you the merriest of we wish you the merriest of we wish you the merriest of 
Christmases.  As the Bethel Christmases.  As the Bethel Christmases.  As the Bethel Christmases.  As the Bethel 
Bible Study points out, who, Bible Study points out, who, Bible Study points out, who, Bible Study points out, who, 
in His time,  would have in His time,  would have in His time,  would have in His time,  would have 
thought the tiny hands of thought the tiny hands of thought the tiny hands of thought the tiny hands of 
the Christ Child would some the Christ Child would some the Christ Child would some the Christ Child would some 
day reach up to be nailed to day reach up to be nailed to day reach up to be nailed to day reach up to be nailed to 
a cross for you and me.  We a cross for you and me.  We a cross for you and me.  We a cross for you and me.  We 
are in awe of God’s greatest are in awe of God’s greatest are in awe of God’s greatest are in awe of God’s greatest 

gift to usgift to usgift to usgift to us————Jesus.Jesus.Jesus.Jesus.    
    

With love from the With love from the With love from the With love from the     
Steve Doles FamilySteve Doles FamilySteve Doles FamilySteve Doles Family    

 
 

Back row:  Tony and Stepheni, Front row:  Travon, Joy, BayLynn, Steve, and Jaquan. 
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Monthly MeetingsMonthly MeetingsMonthly MeetingsMonthly Meetings    
 

Deacons’ Meeting (Library)                              Dec. 6,    6:30 
Grace Circle (Library)                                      Dec. 9,    6:30 
Caregiver’s Support Group (Library)             Dec. 10,  10:00  
Session Meeting (Library)                              Dec. 13,    6:30 
Christian Edu. Comm. (Library)                     Dec. 20,   6:30 

No Ollie Baucom Circle 

1. This policy is designed to provide guidance to persons mak-

ing contributions and gifts to the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church (CPC) Lubbock, Texas, to facilitate the gift-giving proc-
ess. 

2. CPC will comply with all Federal and State laws to protect 

the contributor as well as the church. 

3. CPC is not in a position to suggest or give tax advice con-

cerning contributions and gifts to the church. 

4. CPC will not assume responsibility for substantiating de-

ductibility for the tax purposes for gifts. 

5. Donors are responsible for assigning a value to tangible 

property for income tax purposes. 

6. The Benevolence Policy for the church shall conform to this 

Contributions and Gifts policy regarding assisting those in need.  
Contributions to the church designated for the benevolent assis-
tance of a specific individual(s) will not be accepted unless the 
governing body of the church votes to adopt the individual(s) as 
a special purpose benevolent assistance fund for a specific be-
nevolent project. When the church approves of a special purpose 
assistance fund for a specific individual(s), then gifts to that 
fund are tax deductible.  An example of such assistance might 
include assistance in paying for medical expenses or housing 
cost. (Federal tax issue) 

7. Contribution or gifts to CPC designated for the use of a 

specific individual(s), not approved by the Elders, will not be 
accepted and will be returned to the donor. 

8. CPC does not accept as gifts or contributions any receipts 

for items brought by individuals for use by the church (i.e., re-
freshments, teaching supplies, etc.).  Individuals making pur-
chases on behalf of the church should submit those receipts to 
the church treasurer for possible reimbursement. 

9. Gifts of stocks, land, furniture, royalties, books, art, furni-

ture, etc. will be acknowledged by letter from CPC at the time of 
the gift, indicating the date received and a brief description 
(including a legal description where appropriate) of the gift. 

10.   No credit will be recorded on a giver’s record of contribu-

tion for time and/or services contributed to CPC. 

11.  Gifts in kind are recorded to the contributor’s non-cash 

contribution record. The contributors total contribution record 
shall consist of the detail statement for cash contribution receipts 
for each non-cash contribution made. 

12.   To be included in a given year’s record of contribution, 

AROUND CUMBERLAND 
 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church Contribution and Gift Acceptance Policy 

Weekly MeetingsWeekly MeetingsWeekly MeetingsWeekly Meetings    
Sunday Services                                                     8:30 & 11:00 
Sunday School                                                                     9:30 
Sunday Coffee Break                                                         10:30 
Tuesday Bible Study (Library)                                              6:30 
Tuesday Prayer Clinic (Fireside Room)                                7:15 
Wednesday CP Achievers                      1st Wednesdays, 10:30  
                                                         (potluck in Fellowship Hall) 
                                                            Other Wednesdays, 11:00  
                                                                    (at Buns Over Texas) 
                                            Games to follow in Fellowship Hall 
Saturday Men’s Breakfast (Red Zone Café)                        8:30 

the gift must be received on/before December 31 of the year of 
contribution; if the gift is mailed to CPC, the envelope must 
reflect a postmark no later than December 31 of that year.  The 
rule of receipt shall apply in all cases. 

13.   The Church Treasurer shall maintain strict confidentiality 

of ALL contribution records.  Without exception, no records 
are to be released without a signed release from the contributor. 

14.   Gifts represent funds received as voluntary contributions 

without any expectation, real or perceived, that goods or ser-
vices will be received in exchange by the donor. 

15.   CPC reserves the right to refuse any gift that in any way 

detracts from its purpose, character, integrity, or independence. 

16.   Checks dated December 31, but are actually received 

afterward (other than checks delivered by the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice bearing a postmark of December 31 or earlier) shall be 
applied to the next year’s record of contribution. 

17.   All gifts accepted by the church become the sole property 

of the church and may be disposed of by the church at such 
time they are no longer required. 
 

Written 2010/10/10: Effective 2010/11/08 

(Review to be conducted annually by the Elders) 
 

Meet Corina Bermea 
 Have you noticed less dust and fresher aromas around 
the church?  Corina Bermea is to thank.  Corina came Nov. 1 as 
housekeeper to CPC.  She has been with Southcrest Baptist 
Church for eight years, and she says cleaning churches gives 
her peace in her heart and soul.  She and her husband, Larry, 
have three sons—Gabriel (18),  Ace (16), Vincent (15).  Corina 
and Larry were surprised with God’s blessing of a grandson 
who is now 7 months old and with her son in Dayton, Ohio.  
Corina enjoys spending time with her two boys still left at 
home.  We have seen Corina’s boys helping her around the 
church and know how great they are!  Welcome, Corina! 

 

Directory Update 
 Maxine Blakemore has moved to Wilshire Place 
Asst. Living (corner of Erskine & Milwaukee).  Her new 
address is 6410 Erskine #14, Lubbock, TX  79416. 
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December BirthdaysDecember BirthdaysDecember BirthdaysDecember Birthdays    
 

3—John Carter 
5—Dorothy Buckalew 
6—Jena Pierce 
8—Stephanie Carter 
9—Jan Holmes 
10—Jody Green 
16—Larry Bochantin 
19—Tony Doles 

December AnniversariesDecember AnniversariesDecember AnniversariesDecember Anniversaries    
14—Michael & Jan Holmes 
20—Jack & Thelma Gerloff    

Southcrest Connection 
  
 

Thank You’s 
 

Dear Lubbock First CPC, 
 Thank you so much for your church’s contribution to 
Our United Outreach.  Your gift is responsible for many great 
things happening in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 
 The money given for Our United Outreach helps the 
Board of Stewardship’s ministry to ministers and church staff 
by providing a health insurance plan, retirement plan, long term 
disability plan and a vision and dental plan.  Funds also benefit 
the board as it makes church loans to those who continue to 
minister to our world. 
 Your congregation is uniting with other Cumberland 
Presbyterian churches to do a broader ministry.  We are doing 
together what we cannot do alone.  Thank you for your stew-
ardship to the global community.  May God bless these gifts 
and the work they support. 
 

Grace and peace, 

~Elinor Swindle Brown~Elinor Swindle Brown~Elinor Swindle Brown~Elinor Swindle Brown, Coordinator of Stewardship 

 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
 Thank you for your thoughtfulness with the easel of 
white roses, carnations and spider stocks sent to Brandon’s 
funeral.  Your thoughts and prayers are of great comfort to 
Gloria and me. 
 

Sincerely, 

~Van & Gloria Moore~Van & Gloria Moore~Van & Gloria Moore~Van & Gloria Moore    
 

 The church decorations 
look beautiful!  A big thank you 
goes out to all who took the 
extra time Sunday afternoon, 
Nov. 21, to brighten the church 
with greenery and lights.  Poin-
settias are scheduled to arrive 
Dec. 10. 

Southcrest’s first graders and kindergarteners sing in the Estes Center for 
grandparents and other family members on Veteran’s Day. 

 

SCS Celebrates Grandparents on Veteran’s Day 

 Grandparents were invited to attend school with  
SCS students on Nov. 11.  The day included an assembly 
where students led pledges, sang, and read a story to grand-
parents.  The assembly ended with honoring all veterans with 
applause.  Grandparents went to classes with grandchildren 
and told stories of old memories.  Tours of the facility were 
also given.  The morning ended with students eating lunch 
with their grandparents. 
 

U Can Share Food Drive 
 Southcrest students are collecting canned goods for 
the SouthPlains Food Bank.  The Food Bank accidently deliv-
ered some of the school’s boxes to Cumberland PC.  We de-
cided to keep the boxes by the church’s south doors for Cum-
berland attendees.  All canned goods we collect will be given 
to Southcrest on Dec. 6.  Their  goal is 1,000 lbs. of food.       
SCS student council will present the total food collected on 
the KCBD newscast December 9th at  6:00 p.m.  
 

Vote for SCS 
 City Bank of Texas is having a contest for all non-
profit organizations in the Lubbock area.  You can help and 
VOTE for SCS as your favorite non-profit organization at  
www.citybankonline.com as MANY times as you can. There 
will be four simple steps to follow at the website.  Tell your 
family and friends (even if they live in another town or state) 
to vote for Southcrest Christian School, and SCS may be one 
of ten organizations to win $5,000.00.  You can VOTE many 
times daily until Friday, December 17th. 
 

Another Successful Fundraiser for SCS 
 Before the Thanksgiving break, SCS’s parent/teacher 
association (PATHS) held a book fair in conjunction with 
Scholastic Books.  Total book sales were $7,298.64, with 
PATHS receiving $1,685.60 profit. 
 

SCS’s Christmas Schedule   
 SCS’s band will be playing at the Ranching Heritage 
Center’s Ranch Days on Dec. 10 & 11, and they will have 
their Christmas program at Southcrest Baptist Church on Dec. 
12 at 6:00.  
 Thursday, Dec. 16, and Friday, Dec. 17 are both half 
days of school for SCS students.  Christmas break will be 
from Dec. 20 to January 4.  (January 3 will be a teacher’s 
work day.) 

Around Cumberland, cont. 

25—Diana Akins 
27—Virginia Kinslow 
27—Robert Stack 
30—Cole Baack 
31—Randy Beckham 
31—Tom Martin 
31—Margie Wilcox 
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DECEMBER 2010 
Sun 

     

Mon 

 

Tue 

 
 

Wed 

1 
10:30 CPA 

Pot Luck 
  12:00  Games 

(FH)* 
 

7:00 Choir 

Thu 

2 
 

Fri 

3 
 

Sat 

4 
8:30 

Men’s Breakfast 
(Red Zone Café) 

5555    
Communion Sunday 
8:30 Cof. Hse. Worsh. 
 9:30 Sunday School  
 10:30 Coffee Break 
10:55 Classic Worsh. 

           6 
6:30  

Deacons’ Meet-
ing (FH)* 

  
 

7 
6:30 

Bible Study 
(Library) 

7:15  
Prayer Clinic  
(Fireside Room) 

            8               

11:00 CPA  
(Buns Over TX) 

  12:00 Games 
(FH)* 

 

7:00 Choir  

9 
6:30 

Grace Circle 
(Library) 

10 
10:00 

Caregiver’s 
Support Group 

(Library) 

11 
8:30 

Men’s Breakfast 
(Red Zone Café) 

 

 

                            12   

  8:30 Cof. Hse. 
Worsh. 

 9:30 Sunday School  
 10:30 Coffee Break 
10:55 Classic Worsh. 

6:00 All-Church 

Christmas Dinner 
(Estes Center) 

                    13 

6:30 
Session Meeting 

(Library) 

 

14 
6:30 

Bible Study 
(Library) 

7:15  
Prayer Clinic  
(Fireside Room) 

15 
11:00 CPA  

(Buns Over TX) 

  12:00 Games 
(FH)* 

 

7:00 Choir  

16 
 

17 
 

18 
8:30 

Men’s Breakfast 
(Red Zone Café) 

19 
8:30 Cof. Hse. Worsh. 
 9:30 Sunday School 
 10:30 Coffee Break 
10:55 Classic Worsh. 

20 
11:30 

 Ollie Baucom 
Circle (FH)* 

6:30 Christian 
Ed. Comm 

(Library) 
 

21 
6:30 

Bible Study 
(Library) 

7:15  
Prayer Clinic  
(Fireside Room) 

                    22 

11:00 CPA  
 (Buns Over TX) 

  12:00 Games 
(FH)* 

 

7:00 Choir  
 
 

23 24 
7:00 

Christmas Eve 

Candlelight 
Service 

 

25 

Christmas 

Day 
 

NO 
Men’s Breakfast  

26 
8:30 Cof. Hse. Worsh. 
 9:30 Sunday School 
 10:30 Coffee Break 
10:55 Classic Worsh. 

              
 

27 
 

                    28 
NO 

Bible Study 
NO 

Prayer Clinic 
 
 

29 
11:00 CPA 

(Buns Over TX) 
12:00 Games 

(FH)* 

 

NO Choir 

30 
                     

31                           
 

 
 
 
 
 

*FH—Fellowship 
Hall 

 
     

       
Would you like to receive a free DVD of Cumberland’s Sunday services each week?  Call the CPC office (792.3553) and let us 

know!  Deacons have offered to deliver them and will even purchase a DVD player and install it for you if you don’t have one. 

Church Office 
Closed 

Church Office 
Closed 
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Stewardship Report, Oct. 2010 
 

              Oct.           Year to Date 
Avg. Weekly Attendance     92          80 

Budgeted Reg. Offering           $16,667                $166,667 

Actual Reg. Offering $23,603                $176,990 

Off. (Under)/Over Budget           $6,936          $10,323 

Other Income Sources             $10,563        $88,521 

Total Operating Income           $34,166          $265,511 

Total Operating Expenses       $28,909         $238,623 

Inc. (Under)/Over Expenses      $5,257       $26,888 
 

Bldng. Loan Princ. Balance                           $1,310,009.86 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Praise 
Dana & Maria Cook expecting new grandchild 
Morris Cranford’s hip replacement recovery going well 
Lisa Lewis successful facial skin cancer removal 

 

Sympathy 
Family of Teresa Valdez (especially son Joe, who is having 
   difficulty dealing with her loss) 
Family of Terry Young 
Family of Juan Carmona (hit-and-run victim) 
Family of Robert Kimbrough 
 

Service 
Rebecca Kennedy (John Kennedy’s granddaughter) in basic training 
Judd Latimer (deployed for 7-month tour) 
Jason Westbrook (Albuquerque Police Dept.) 
Our military and first responders 
 

General  
Ken Smith & other Lack’s employees (job uncertainty) 
Brandon Beckham (job search) 
Dwayne Maples (adjustment to asst. living facility) 
 

Health/Recovery 
Ann Stevens (undergoing chemo) 
Sandy Jones (difficulty walking, on medication) 
Judy Jones (recovering, knee surgery)  
Lisa Lewis (heart problems & pending body scan for any cancer) 
Ashley Zimmer (vertigo) 
Montgomerys’ daughter Lisa (surgery Dec. 7) 
Ron Gerloff (recovering, pacemaker & defibrillator reinstallation) 
Toby Kinslow (flare up of MG) 
Herbie Vannoy  (rehab after leg amputation) 
John Burelli (gallbladder problems) 
Janet Smith (recovering at home) 
A.L. Stone (massive stroke) 
Kristi Howard (eye tumor) 
Jim Bales (back pain) 
Vicki Lawson (gallbladder surgery in Jan.) 
Melinda Halter, Linda Freeman’s friend (therapy for tremors) 
Jack Gerloff (adjustment to pain-relief device) 
Rhonda Williams (cancer recurrence) 
Richard Rogers (lymphoma in spinal fluid, recovering from stent &  
    angioplasty) 
Roscoe Buckalew (at Covenant-776 So.-with double pneumonia) 
Dorothy Buckalew (recovering from pneumonia at home) 
Laura Anderson (needs liver transplant) 
 

Kingdom Work 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
CPC’s ministry to Melonie Park South neighborhood 
Ministries of Cumberland: 
   Pantry of Care              Tues. Bible Study & Prayer Clinic 
   Family Promise                       Caregivers’ Support Group 
   CP Achievers                   Cumberland Visiting Ministries 
   Grace Circle                            The Session and Diaconate 
   Ollie Baucom Circle 

TREASURER’S TALK 
By Richard Trussell 

 

 It is time to remind you of 2010 contribution deadlines.  If you 
wish to claim a church charitable contribution for 2010, checks must be put 
in the offering plate by Sunday, Dec. 26 or delivered to the church office 
no later than 4:00, Dec. 30.  (Church office closed on the 31st) 
 Checks put in the offering plate during Jan. 2011 do not qualify 
for a charitable contribution for 2010 no matter what the date on the check 
reads.  All offerings in the plate during January will be applied to 2011 
contributions. 
 However, checks that are written, mailed, and postmarked in 
2010 will be deductible for 2010 even if they are not received in the church 
office until Jan. 2011.  The general rule used by the IRS is that a contribu-
tion is effective when delivered. 

Prayer     Concerns 
(Kingdom Work, cont.) 

 

Other Congregations: 
St. Luke’s CPC, Ft. Worth (pastoral search) 
5 Dec. - LakeRidge Baptist Church - Raif Turner 
     Mt. Vernon Methodist -  
     Praise Center - Samuel King 
12 Dec. - The People's Fellowship - Alan Wallace 
    Pilgrim Baptist Church - Wilburn Tanner 
19 Dec. - Memorial Baptist Church - Bob Fagan 
     Praise Chapel Christian Fellowship - Larry Ybarra 
     Redbud Baptist - Shon Wagner  
26 Dec. - Refuge Outreach Center - Don Kubica 
     Carter Chapel CME Church- Leon Moore 
     Hope Deliverance Temple - Charles Tanner 

 

Other Ministries: 

Family Promise 
Southcrest Christian School  
Pray Lubbock 
Chaplain Sam Hontz, Lubbock Co. Jail 
Save-a-Life Program (at Co. Jail) 
 

Nation 
Political situation between North & South Korea 

 

Shut-ins & Caregivers 
Naomi Hillis                                Roscoe & Dorothy Buckalew 
Tom Hudson                                Gordon & Virginia Downum                              
Jessie Ingley                                     Coach Cal & Doris Lowry   
Earline Maddux                               Raymond & Ann McLaren 
Etta Powell                                                 W. E. & Jena Pierce 
Laura Yates                                                 Bob & Susan Stack 
John & MaryLo Thurman                           Maxine Blakemore 



 

 

 

WEEKLY EVENTS 
 

 Sundays 8:30      Coffee House Worship—Fellowship Hall       
     9:30      Sunday School classes 
            10:30     Coffee Break—Fellowship Hall 
            10:55      Classic Worship—Sanctuary 

 

 Tuesdays             6:30      Bible Study—Library 
              7:15      Prayer Clinic—Fireside Room 
   

 Wednesdays      11:00      CPA’s Lunch—Buns Over Texas 
           12: 00      Games—Fellowship Hall 
               7:00     Choir 

 

 Saturdays             8:30    Men’s Breakfast—Red Zone Café             

  CUMBERLAND  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
                     7702 Indiana Avenue    

                     Lubbock, Texas 79423 

                   (806) 792-3553   

                  Office e-mail: joy@cpclubbock.com 

                     www. cpclubbock.com 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
 

 Pastor:  Dr. Steven D. Doles 
Pastor Emeritus:  Reverend Sam R. Estes 

Church Treasurer:  Richard Trussell    
Worship Director:  Ken Smith 

Choir Director:  Carolyn Hefner 
Organist:  Sue Suttle-Smith 

Housekeeping:  Corina Bermea 
Administrative Assistant:  Joy Doles 

Elders 

Diana Akins  
Karen Caldwell 
Scott Fanning 
Tom Martin 

Dorothy McCarty 
Billy Mitchell 

Ken Smith  
Susan Stack 
Nilah Turner 

 

 

 

Deacons 
Erin Akins 

Candy Baack 
Sharon Beckham 

Edie Fanning 
Linda Freeman 

Teresa Hill 
Karen Martin 
Karen Reid 
Bill Turner 

Sherry Walton 
Mike Westbrook 

 

All-Church 

 Christmas Dinner 
(hosted by the  

Ollie Baucom Circle) 
 

12 Dec., 6:00 p.m. 

Estes Center 
 

Adults $6.00 

Children $3.50 

 

 Christmas Eve Christmas Eve Christmas Eve Christmas Eve     

CandlelightCandlelightCandlelightCandlelight    

ServiceServiceServiceService    
24 Dec., 7:00 p.m.24 Dec., 7:00 p.m.24 Dec., 7:00 p.m.24 Dec., 7:00 p.m.     

inininin    

SanctuarySanctuarySanctuarySanctuary    


