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3         BAO open 
11         Pastors’ Fellowship 
20         WBC Administrative 
                Team Meeting @ BAO 
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                to Fort Worth, TX 
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 FEBRUARY 2022  
8   Pastors’ Fellowship              
                 followed by SEKBA  
                 Administrative Team  
                 Meeting 
18-20       Beautiful Feet Mission Trip 
                  to Fort Worth, TX 
 
 
MARCH 2022  
Pastor’s Wife Appreciation Month 
8   Pastors’ Fellowship 
13   Daylight Savings Time                                
                 Starts 
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Isaiah 9:6  For unto us a child is born, unto us 

a son is given: and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called                 

                   Wonderful Counsellor,  

                       The mighty God,                

                 The everlasting Father,  

                    The Prince of Peace.   

 
 

If you have news that you wish us to include in a future newsletter, please call, mail or email the       
information to the Baptist Area Office.  It is not saying “look at us” but to show how we can reach    
others for Jesus and minister to them—all for God’s glory, and share God’s blessings.  If you know    
anyone who would like to receive a newsletter (either mailed or emailed), please contact us. 
 
                                                   The next newsletter will be in March 2022 
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Each issue of our newsletter will include information from the pastors and churches in our association.   

This issue focuses on Kenny Epperson, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church in Fort Scott.  Please keep 

the church, Kenny, and his family in your prayers. 

“First Gospel Message” 
 

 It is Christmas. the time that we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. It is the season for sharing Jesus to a lost world. 
There will be many families and office parties that come together and in those gatherings there will be some without 
Jesus. It is a great opportunity to share the Gospel story with them, so that they can have a chance to give their hearts to 
Jesus. As I read studies about our denomination, I find that about 61% of Southern Baptists believe that the Bible is the 
literal Word of God. It is our understanding that it is God's Word that compels us to share Jesus as often as the Spirit 
allows us. Our numbers are down 2.3 million since 2006. Many pastors and leaders in our convention believe that we 
must get back to evangelism.  As reported by the Baptist Messenger on July 13th 2021, 80 percent of SBC churches saw 
0-1 people, ages 18-29, baptized in a single year. However, these numbers are not showing us everything because of the 
Covid outbreak. But I believe that we can agree as a whole the numbers are down. However, this is not the time in     
history to be saddened nor to point fingers and try to blame others for the problem. I believe it is time for Christians to 
stop listening to the lies of satan and begin to fight the battle through prayer, praise, and preaching, by praying for lost 
souls daily, praising God daily, and preaching the Gospel daily. The Gospel is a very powerful message, but we must 
present it in love, life, and language. I want to share with you the very first Christmas, that is, when Jesus was born. In           
Luke 2:8-20, we are told about the first Gospel message that was preached. It was preached by an angel. It was preached 
to a group of shepherds. These shepherds were not the cleanest nor the most important people of their times. They were 
simply doing their job when God had chosen them to be the first to hear about the good news, which is the Gospel of a 
Savior who is Christ the Lord! The angel first encouraged them,  “Do not be afraid.” Throughout Scripture God is telling 
us do not be afraid, fear not, and be strong and of good courage. In Joshua 1:9 God tells Joshua, “Have I not commanded 
you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you 
go.” Then the angel delivered a message of hope, peace, and love. He told them, “...for behold I bring you good tidings 
(good news is the Gospel about Jesus and His love for all man kind) of great joy which will be to all people.” The     
Gospel is good news and it brings great joy to all who receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Then the angel tells them 
that in the city of David (Bethlehem) a Savior Christ the Lord is born. Just like the angel that night was commissioned 
by God to tell these shepherds the good news, God has commissioned every Christian to go and share the good news. 
Then the angel tells these shepherds that a sign had been given to them and they will find this Babe (Savior) wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger. At that time the shepherds did not realize that they were really sheep and God 
was leading the sheep to the True Shepherd, Jesus Christ. However, they believed the angel who carried God's Word. 
This is an amazing story and it does not end here. As the angel finishes his instructions, the heaven opens up with a   
multitude of heavenly host praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, goodwill toward 
men!”  I'm not sure how long these heavenly host were there that night, but it made a mark on their lives. It is the same 
for you and I today. When we meet the Savior it leaves an everlasting mark on our lives. The shepherds have received 
the first Gospel message about a Savior; notice their reaction to the angels. They did not stay, but left their sheep to be 
the lost sheep found by the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ. In John 10:11 Jesus states, “I am the Good Shepherd. The 
Good Shepherd gives His life for the sheep.” This is the Gospel message. Now the shepherds go with urgency to find the 
Savior in Bethlehem. And when they found Him, they found Him just like the angel had reported to them. They found 
baby Jesus with Mary, His virgin mother and  Joseph, His adopted earthly father. After such an event and testimony, 
they could not keep from sharing this good news with all. Everyone that heard this good news about a Savior marveled. 
Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all that they have seen and heard. Wow! What an eventful 
night! No wonder the heavenly host was praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men.” So let's recap that night. The good news was preached by an angel to the lost shepherds attending 
their sheep. Then the shepherds, by faith, went to see if the message was true about a Savior. It was just like the angel 
had proclaimed.  These lost shepherds had found the Savior as the angel had stated. Now they began to share the good 
news about all that they had witnessed about the Baby Jesus and all that the angel shared as well as what they heard the  
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heavenly host proclaiming.  Once these shepherds had seen and met the Baby Jesus, those sheep began to 
proclaim that eventful night to other lost sheep. God is still using sheep to share the good news of the   
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We all are sheep and we need to share the good news about Jesus.  Let's take      
advantage of this season to share Jesus' love to the lost sheep and lead them to the Good Shepherd. So let's 
not get caught up in all the bad that is going on around us. Let's get caught up with all that the Good    
Shepherd is doing so that we can be the sheep that are leading sheep to the Shepherd. Jesus is still the 
greatest gift ever given and if He is the greatest gift ever given, let's share the good news about that gift to 
those who do not know Jesus as the Good Shepherd. When we focus in on the Gospel, the things of this 
world will grow strangely dim. Let this be the season for sharing the Gospel so that we can find ourselves 
as the shepherds did that very first Christmas, glorifying and praising God for all the things that He has 
done. This story reminds me that it is not about numbers, but about saving one soul at a time. Jesus is  
looking for lost sheep, one at a time. 
 
Have a Merry Christmas and let's share the Good News of Jesus the Savior of the world. 
  

 Pastor Kenny Epperson 
Fort Scott First Southern Baptist 

The 2022 Beautiful Feet mission trips are not far off.  The registration and fees will be available 

for completion and payment on-line or can still be mailed.    Care packets can be prepared now.  

The items for each packet are: hat/stocking hat/beanie; pair of socks; gloves; toothbrush; tooth-

paste; deodorant; shampoo; hard candy or gum.  

                                                                                 CHURCH NEWS 

New Life BC, Independence:  The church will have a candlelight service and soup supper on     

Sunday, December 19. The supper will be at 6:00 p.m. and the candlelight service will be at 7:00 

p.m.  Everyone is welcome. 

Mound Valley FBC:    The WMW group collected and delivered snacks, salad ingredients, and   

bottled water to the staff for Labette Health’s emergency room and intensive care unit for its       

October mission.    The church collected donations to purchase Wonder Bibles for individuals with 

hearing or vision limitations.  The youth group (E.D.G.E.) attended a Sunday morning and a Friday 

evening worship service at Water Garden, a homeless shelter in Joplin.  The church prepared and 

delivered a Thanksgiving meal to the residents of the Mound Valley housing center. 

 Oswego FSBC:  On October 17 the church held a dedication celebration for the church’s new 

building.  The process to purchase the building began in 2020.   The church had fundraisers and  

received donations from individuals and sister churches, and the Kansas-Nebraska Southern Baptist 

Convention.  With God’s blessing, the new building was paid off in full in June 2021.   

Yates Center FBC:  The church’s petition to join our association was approved at the October     

annual meeting.  The pastor is David Cauley.  

Pray for two churches in their pastor search:  Coffeyville FSBC and Lawton FBC. 

  


