
Update on our next steps toward returning 
to Worship in our Sanctuary (March 4, 2021) 

 
Hi Friends, 
 
Last week I met with our Reentry Team, chaired by Rev Tom Mattick to discuss the next steps 
toward in person worship. 
After that conversation and a conversation with our District Superintendent, Rev Dan Morley 
we will begin to worship outdoors on the patio on Palm Sunday, March 28. You will need to 
register and sign a covenant online (you will still need to register if you signed up saying you 
are interested in attending outdoor worship). 
Our worship times will be 9:30am and 11:00am 
You will need to bring your own lawn chair. 
 
We will be live-streaming each of these worship services 
 
Below is a letter I wish to share with you from Rev Morley saying more about the reasoning 
behind our decision. 
 
If you have questions feel free to email me at pastor@gvumc.org 
 
May the remainder of this season of Lent be one that brings you closer to our loving Christ! 
 
Because of Jesus, 
Pastor Mary 
 
 
Hello Pastor Mary, 
Greetings in Christ this season of Lent as you prepare for Holy Week and Easter. I know you 
and Green Valley UMC leadership are working through next steps in ministry and gatherings 
as we see improvement in the Covid condition in our communities. These are challenging and 
complex decisions with many implications. I am confident that you are seeking to make the 
best decisions for both the health of individuals as well as the community. 
 
I offer several recommendations and considerations as you and your team discern the timing 
and the particulars of in-person gatherings. 
1. Before initiating inside worship, take steps to prepare and practice through outdoor in-
person worship and small group in-person gatherings. It is experienced that these gatherings 
help a congregation and leadership to “rehearse” best practices. They work out the kinks and 
gain confidence that those who gather will do so in the best way. 



2. Outdoor gatherings are known to be safer than indoor because of air circulation and space. 
Because of this, there are people who will be able/willing to attend outside but are not ready 
for the higher risk of indoor meeting. Gathering outside will be a sign of welcome and 
hospitality. 
3. Palm Sunday and Easter typically have a higher guest attendance. This is good and yet will 
add significant challenges, such as, when guests arrive who have not made a reservation and 
who push the count past the 25% occupancy. I have also observed that the reservation 
system can be experienced as off-putting, unwelcoming, or exclusionary, especially for those 
who are new or guests. When you do begin indoor worship, a reservation system will be 
important, especially in the beginning weeks – however, initiating on a lower attended Sunday, 
like beginning the Sunday after Easter, it can be eased into it and it is generally a Sunday of 
mostly familiar folks. 
  
I know you and your leadership are aware of the needs and concerns of the people of Green 
Valley UMC and will make your best decisions about gathering with safe practices. I am 
confident in your leadership and trust your discernments. I am always available for further 
conversation or questions. 
  
I continue in prayer that the Spirit moves mightily among you this season of Lent, through 
Holy Week, and into the Easter celebration. 
  
Blessing in Christ Jesus, Dan 
 


