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Scripture: Psalm 84:10–12      

10 For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be 
a doorkeeper in the house of my God than live in the tents of wickedness.  
11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield; he bestows favor and honor. No good 
thing does the Lord withhold from those who walk uprightly.  
12 O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you. 
 

 

Scripture: John 10:1–9        

1 "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 
another way is a thief and a bandit.  
2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  
3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out.  
4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
because they know his voice.  
5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the 
voice of strangers."  
6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying 
to them.  
7 So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  
8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them.  
9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find 
pasture.  

 

 
 
 



Opening Prayer  
 Eternal God, we stand at the threshold of worship and study.  
 Open the doors of our hearts; open the windows of our minds.  
 So that we might learn and grow and be filled with your truth.  
 In the name of Christ Jesus our Lord we pray.  Amen.  
 
 
Doors  
Doors are as common in our lives as eating and drinking, as common as walking and running, 
as ordinary and un-noticeable as socks.  
 

 How many doors do you have in your home or apartment?  Did you also include the 
doors to your cupboards, stove, etc.?   

 
Doors are physical and they are metaphorical.   
 

 Can you name the TV show that this phrase was part of its intro? -- “the doorway to your 
imagination”  

 
 Can you think of a common phrase that is used, using the imagery of a Door?  

  Like: close the door 
did you grow up in a barn!  

  Or finish this saying:  
   If God closes a door, God __________________ . 
 
Scripture: John 10:1–9        

1 "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 
another way is a thief and a bandit.  
2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  
3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out.  
4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
because they know his voice.  
5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the 
voice of strangers."  
6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they (I presume the Disciples) did not 
understand what he was saying to them.  
7 So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  
8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them.  
9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find 
pasture.  

 



As you read, or re-read John 10:1 – 9, this text, what do you think Jesus is saying to the 
Disciples and to us?   

 Take a moment or two and reflect on the first thought that comes to your mind, 
whatever it might be. (have fun with it)  

 
Mary Livingston Roy in “Lenten Planning Guide” suggests:  
 When Jesus said, “I am the door,” he referred to himself as the door to the  

abundant life God has for us.  Through Christ, we find safety from the dark powers  
of the world; we find a full, rewarding life with physical and spiritual needs  
provided.  Christ is the door into new life.  How we enter it and for what reasons  
and when are individually our own.  No one, not even God, can force us to enter.   
But one fact is clear, within that door is eternal life without it lies emptiness and  
frustration.  

 
In our lives our emotions can act like doors.  Too, often we tend to close doors between 
ourselves and others:  We hear phrases like:  
 
   “Let me in”  or  “Open yourself up” 
 

 Who are some people that you feel you are an open book / door?  
 
 

 Who are some people who you are as closed to as a locked door?  
 
 
 
Mary Livingston Roy goes on to say:  
 Often in our lives we tend to close doors between ourselves and others.   

When these doors are shut tight, they become walls which cannot be broached.   
Our pride, our jealousy, our ambition, our insecurity shut doors which are difficult  
to open except through Christ.  He is the door through which we all may pass, and  
through which we learn about opening doors to those around us, doors between  
family members, doors between generations, doors between races, doors between  
religious denominations.  

 
Closing 
Two activities to try this week,  
 

1. In this next week think of one door you need to open between you and someone else. 
 

2. Every time you walk through a door say to yourself:  
    “Jesus said, I AM the Door”  



Additional Scripture Reading:  
 
Revelations 3:8  
Genesis 4:7  
Psalm 78:23  
Psalm 141:3  
  
Blessings  
Rev. Jim Wallasky  

Hosea 2:15  
Acts 14:27 
Colossians 4:3  
I Corinthians 16:9–10  
 

Isaiah 22:22  
Acts 14:27 
Matthew 7:7–8  
Revelations 3:20–21  
 


