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Re-Opening Plan – Amended 11/10/2020  3/1/2021 
Green Valley United Methodist Church 

Henderson, NV 89074 
 

Theological Foundations - 
God is love. This fundamental truth guides our thinking and decisions in preparing to return to in-person 
worship, classes, and small group gatherings. We affirm God has not forsaken us in this pandemic nor is 
passing judgment. Rather God is in our midst loving us and requiring us to love one another. Therefore, our 
plan will be informed by love and what is deemed best for all. 

 

In-Person Worship - 
In consideration of the risks of the transmission of Covid-19 at large gatherings of people, the counsel of the 
CDC and Annual Conference guidelines, and state and local regulations, acting in love, we will conduct in-
person worship in a controlled, safe process. When given permission by the Annual Conference, we will: 

• Continue online Sunday morning worship for the at-risk population and those choosing not gather in-
person 

• Gathering in the Fellowship Hall sanctuary, we will:  
o Limit and adjust the number of persons who gather as guided by Annual Conference and state 

requirements with consideration of the maximum number permissible by fire code. 
o Reservations through the church website or calling the office will be required with 

consideration for persons attending who did not register. Attendance will be taken at the 
door. 

o No childcare will be provided 
o We will use metal folding chairs that can be cleaned per CDC recommendations between and 

following uses. The chairs will be spaced with a minimum of six feet of separation with 
accommodation for families. The pews will be covered with plastic and sanitized between 
services. Seating only in designated areas with a minimum of six feet of separation, ushers will 
escort the worshipers to their seats.  

o Signs will be posted to remind people to maintain spatial distancing, good handwashing 
practices, the importance of covering sneezes and coughs, and others as deem appropriate. 

o All water fountains will be turned off and covered. 
o Entry protocols 

§ A signed waiver of liability is required and can be competed online with registration.  
§ Facial coverings are required and provided for those arriving without one. 
§ No touch body temperatures will be taken and anyone with a temperature of >100.4 

will not be granted entry. Basic health screening questions will be asked. 
§ Hand sanitizer will be offered at the door. 
§ No printed materials will be handed out. 
§ In the event of a non-compliant person arriving, said person will be asked to participate 

via online 
o There will be no singing or recitation of ritual. 
o Speakers will be distanced from the congregants by at least 12’ or remain masked when 

speaking. 
o Vocalists will wear “singing” masks, be spatially distant from each other and the congregants. 
o There will be no pre- or post-gathering fellowship time 
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o Holy Communion will be offered utilizing pre-packaged elements available upon entry exiting 
and distributed by an individual in PPE. 

o No food or beverages will be provided. 
o Restrooms and other touch surfaces, including but not limited to doors, furniture, and A/V 

equipment, will be cleaned following the event by the custodial staff. 
o Restroom usage is limited to one person at a time, who is instructed by posted signs to sanitize 

all touched surfaces with products provided in the restroom. 
o Positive test – If someone self-identifies and notifies the church as testing positive for Covid-

19, the affected room(s) shall immediately be closed with a mandatory deep cleaning after 24 
hours. If the room is shared with other groups, the room can be re-opened after cleaning when 
practicable for their use. Notification will be provided to the congregation of the positive test 
and closure using registration lists for the event. Persons who may have been exposed will be 
encouraged to get COVID tested and asked to not return for 14 days. 

  
Future Sunday School Considerations –  

When permissible and deemed safe, the following plan for children’s activities is proposed. 
• Facility preparations – 

o All touch surfaces will be deep cleaned 
o Tables and chairs will be taken down and hula hoops put six feet apart. One child per hula 

hoop. (Noah’s Park) 
o Toys that cannot be sanitized will not be available-any toys or games used will be put in a 

“played with” bucket and sanitized after use. 
o All water fountains will be turned off and covered 

• In-person Sunday School 
o A waiver of liability is required for each child and all staff 
o Teachers/youth volunteers are required to wear masks 
o Children over two (2) years of age will wear a facial covering 
o Hand sanitizer is available at the entrance 
o Markers, scissors, and glue stick will be put in pencil boxes and one given to each child. All 

used items will be sanitized after use. 
o If a room’s capacity is exceeded, the creation station will be used as overflow with 2 adults 

per room 
• Midweek youth and pioneer club programs will follow CCSD lead.   

Small Group Usage – 
• Group size will be limited and adjusted as guided by Annual Conference and state requirements with 

consideration of the maximum number permissible by fire code 
• Provisions are in place for spatial distancing. 
• Facial masks are mandated. 
• Post usage, the space will be sanitized by the user will supplies provided by the church. 

 
Third Party Building Usage 

As multiple third parties are identified as having access to our facilities, the following plan is proposed.  
• Facility preparations – 
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o The facility will be deep cleaned prior to initial use by the church custodial staff 
o All cloth covered chairs will be removed and securely stored and replaced with metal chairs 
o Following each use the church custodial staff will disinfect all touch surfaces 

• All groups will be required to sign an addendum to the present facilities usage agreement, including, 
but not limited to: 

§ The group shall comply with all CDC, state and local recommendations 
§ All participants must sign a waiver of liability 
§ The occupancy in the Fellowship Hall shall be limited by state regulations and fire code 
§ The occupancy in classrooms is limited by meeting spatial distancing requirements and 

fire code. 
§ A checklist of Covid-19 screening questions shall be completed 
§ All participants must wear facial masks 
§ Persons will maintain six (6) feet of separation in seating 
§ Offering beverages other than personal containers from outside will be not allowed 
§ No food is allowed. 
§ A surcharge for cleaning will be determined by the Trustees and agreed upon by the 

respective parties 
§ Positive Covid-19 test results must be reported to church officials and the affected 

room(s) shall immediately be closed with a mandatory deep cleaning after 24 hours. 
The room can be re-opened after cleaning when practicable. 

§ The addendum is subject to revision as regulations and recommendations are made 
by the CDC or state and local governments. 

 
  


