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Intro  
 When was the first time you remember encountering death?  
 What questions or fears did it raise?  
 
Opening Prayer  

God of life and renewed life, you know that at times we feel used up by our daily 
struggles. We ask you to lift from us the burdens that keep us from loving you and 
others as fully as you call us to.  We pray for your life to flow into all the situations 
and people we are concerned about, knowing that this is your will for us, this day and 
every day. In the name of Jesus, who is our resurrection and our life, today and 
eternally. Amen. 

 
Scripture John 11: 17 – 27  
   Read this text two times.  First read it as it is written.  
   Next read it substituting the word trust for believe.  
   How does it change the direction of the text?  
 
Reflection Questions  

1. Have you ever said to God something like Martha’s words to Jesus,  
“If only you had been here, this would not have happened”?  
What was the situation? How did that event affect your faith? 
 

2. Why do you think the raising of Lazarus caused so much alarm for the religious 
establishment, so much so that they not only wanted to kill Jesus but Lazarus 
too?  

 
3. What would you say to someone who believes that faith in God should guarantee 

that God will keep bad circumstances from happening to us, such as seeing those 
we love die prematurely? 
 

4. In his book “The God We Can Know” Rob Fuquay talks about how our own 
resistance can hold us back from experiencing God’s possibilities.  When has 
been a time when you wanted to hold onto the old, and have been resistant to 
accept a new reality?  Where in your life do you need to open us to God’s new 
possibilities and accept a new reality?  
 

5. Rob Fuquay also talks about the difference between resuscitation (returning life 
to the way it was) and resurrection (a whole new and different life).  Are there 
times in your life that you really want resuscitation instead of resurrection?  

 
6. Some have said that when we accept the things we cannot change and remain 

open to God’s power to do new things, we discover what resurrection is.  Do you 
agree?  
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7. Rob Fuquay also says that faith sometimes asks us to do things that don’t make 
sense. When has your faith caused you to do or say something that a nonbeliever 
or a fellow believer might find hard to understand? 
 

8. Do you agree that “hope is the essence of Christian faith.”  Why or why not? If 
not, what one word expresses the essence of faith for you?  

 
 
 
Closing Prayer  

Living Christ, thank you for your life that gives us life, now and eternally.  
Teach us how to leave the past behind and live in the power of your resurrection  
every day, as a witness to the new life we celebrate at Easter. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Lectio Divina  
The passage of scripture for today is John 11:17-26. 
 
Lectio divina is a Latin phrase that means simply “holy reading.” Since early times, before  

printed Bibles were widely available, believers have listened for guidance from God  
as they heard scripture and Christian writings being read aloud.  
The practice has four steps:  

listening for a word or phrase that “stands out” for you or gets your attention  
in some way,  
reflecting on how the word or phrase connects to your life right now,  
receiving a personal invitation from God as you consider that connection,  
and praying about what you heard.  

 
To close pray,  

“O God, we ask you for courage and power to act on the invitation I heard in  
this time of reflection. Help me to be not only a hearer but doer of your word.  
Amen.” 

 


