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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

GOOD NEWS!!!!!!

“Serving God
With Love and Joy
As We Reach Out
to All People”

On September 25, 2011 the congregation of
Range Line Presbyterian Church
unanimously called

Fall Worship Schedule:
Christian Education 9:30 am
Worship Service 10:30 am
Join us for fellowship
after worship.

Rev. Jeffrey Deardorff
As our designated pastor.

Pastor Jeff will begin his ministry here on Sunday,
October 16th.
We will have a potluck dinner
following the worship service to welcome
Pastor Jeff and his wife , Rose

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HAS BEGUN
Our Christian education classes have begun. Our adult class is
taught by Allen Dockweiler. It’s always very interesting.
Our children’s education is struggling. Please try and get your kids
here for Sunday School, we realize that a lot of them have conflicts
with sports events, but we hope that they can get here once in awhile.
We are looking at some alternatives to the traditional Sunday morning
class. If you have any suggestions that you think might work, see Bill Slosser or Chari Hayden

A Note from Pastor Jeff….

NEW SERMON SERIES
As a new season begins with falling leaves and crisp fall mornings, so we begin a new season together.
It is clear to me that God has blessed this church’s journey as you stood together through storms and windy
weather. Along the journey, it was your faith and desire to stand by each other that made the difference. God
blessed you with fine leadership and we thank them for preparing the way for what is yet to come
On October 16, I will begin a 4 week sermon series from the book of Philippians. We will examine how closely
the church at Philippi resembles our church. On October 16, the sermon is “Growing in Peace and Joy” as we
explore chapter 1 together. Please read Philippians 1 before October 16. Each week we will look at another
chapter of the book of Philippians. It is amazing that Paul’s letter from prison is so upbeat and full of hope! It is
his close relation to the church and his words of faith that will touch your heart!
God has great things in store for us when we are open to His word.

Personal News
Rose and I are eager to begin our shared ministry with you. We will move into our apartment in Lowell at
Creekside at Meadowbrook. You have already been introduced to me in quite detail, but I want you to know that
Rose has many talents, as well. In recent years, her background in teaching has helped her focus on acquiring
books and developing reading programs for children in the Dominican Republic. Rose is a Midwestern farm girl
so she is happy to move to the ‘country’.
Sarah, our youngest daughter is married to a pastor, lives in Potomac, MD, and is pursuing a PHD in ‘refugee
work’ from Oxford University. In the past, she ran a large refugee camp in Tanzania, worked with the World
Council of Churches in Geneva, Switzerland, and worked for World Relief in Wheaton in the re-settlement of
those who are fleeing persecution.
Our older daughter, Heather, teaches Spanish at a junior high school in Northbrook, Illinois. As a youth, she
fine-tuned her Spanish fluency on many church-mission trips to the Dominican Republic. Heather is very artistic
and an ‘outdoor girl’. Recently, I had the joy of taking a surfing vacation to Costa Rica with her. She definitely
trumps me with her surfing skills. Heather is engaged to be married next year.
My family is a treasure to me. Being a dad and husband are two roles that are very important to me. Though
distance continues to separate us at times, we maintain extreme closeness.
Now, we are happy to be blessed with a new church family. We embrace you with joyfulness as we begin
our journey in faith together!
We are so excited to begin this ministry with Rev. Jeff Deardorff. Once he gets started we will publish his
office hours….plan on stopping by to get to know him...or invite him to your home. He is anxious to meet everyone. Please give us a call if you are in need of pastoral care. The deacons will be helping him become familiar
with the area. We will welcome Pastor Jeff and Rose on October 16th with a potluck dinner after worship.
Please plan on coming and joining us for this celebration. Bring a dish to share.

Summary of Session News
Hello to all: It has been awhile since we have had a session update, but rest assured session members and the committees they serve have been on the job and taking care of business each month!
Since our last update of the June 16th meeting session has met on July 21st, August 25th, September 15th (called
meeting) and again on September 22nd 2011 for meetings. These meetings all brought us to our September 25th
2011 called Congregational Meeting where our Congregational Members unanimously voted to call Rev.
Jeffery Deardorff as our designated pastor. This “Flock”, who has been wandering for many months, surely
welcomes Rev Deardorff as our new “Shepherd” to lead and guide us for many months to come!
Now onto some highlights as to what has been happening. Your committees are all working on their given
projects. I will report on motions committees have presented to session for approval. Hope I do not miss any
along the way!
Fellowship & Hospitality/Mission & Evangelism
Committee has revised our rental contracts and they were approved by session. We will have copies
available for review. A Blood Drive was approved for August 27th in conjunction with the Red Cross. This
committee continues to provide refreshments each Sunday after our worship service.
Worship & Music/Christian Ed
Committee continues to work on pulpit supply. They continue to do a great job of making sure we have
speakers for each Sunday service. Committee presented two motions during this time period on the change
worship time with the final approval of changing worship time to 10:30 AM beginning Sunday September 11th
2011. The committee is working on a curriculum for Sunday school with the hopes of having more children in
attendance each week.
Stewardship, Finance & Administration/Building & Grounds
Committee presented a motion to appoint Joe Kormendy as the general contractor to oversee repair work
done with regards to all the storm damage. A check from the insurance company has been received in the
amount of approximately $78,092.40 with possibility of an additional amount due for recoverable depreciation. Committee is working on budget for 2012. They will also begin Stewardship Campaigns in October.
Please consider making a pledge to support the works of our Church.
Other highlights were the closing of the sale on the Manse in August. With the proceeds we paid our loan to
Presbytery in the amount of $44,198.59 leaving a balance received of $60,899.34. A motion was made by
Stewardship committee to invest $45,000.00 into a Short Duration income Fund and keep $15,899.34 in savings as Escrow for one year for Minister Housing Allowance. This was approved by session. Presbytery has
also given us back a gift of $2,000.00 when we paid our loan and session has approved that this be used for
future pastoral use.
A check was received from the Lake County Fair Board in the amount of $3,100.00 for our work at the gates
this year. A big Thank You to all who helped man the gates!
Monthly dinners continue to be a success with profits being made each month. Thanks to all who help out
with this project also.
Session and our Congregation have unanimously approved the motion of our DPNC to accept the Call and
Pastor Package for the Rev. Jeffery Deardorff. We look forward to his permanent arrival in the middle of
October. Many thanks go out to the DPNC for their time and work in bringing us our new Pastor!
Session would like to also offer warm and heartfelt thanks to Rev. Marge Egger who has been our Moderator
and has filled our Pulpit each month to serve Communion. Marge, you have been a blessing to this Congregation and we are very grateful you have been here for us.
Submitted by Janet Moore – Clerk of Session

Presbytery of Wabash Valley
Summary of Assembly & Retreat
Your Elder commissioner Janet Moore represented Range Line. Susie Hayden went along too.
September 16-17, 2011
Last weekend, Geneva Center and beautiful weather provided a nurturing context for focusing on spiritual practices and important decisions about the collective ministry of Presbytery.
• Many gathered Friday afternoon to take a birds-eye view of the revised Form of Government
through the Outlook Webinar. In total, at least 100 of us viewed this introduction to nFOG, either as PWV
or sponsored locally by congregations.

• By dinnertime, 53 had gathered for dinner and an evening focused on spiritual practices. Marcia
Smith-Wood (validated ministry as a Spiritual Director) and Debbie Coe (First, Crown Point)
had set up eighteen prayer stations around the building and out on the grounds. There were candles,
books, listening-and-noticing journals, guided mediation, crayons and other supplies for imaging, prayer
beads, simple crosses, ACTS prayer, guidelines for centering prayer, and a host of other ways to connect
with God through prayer. Many prayed through the labyrinth, under the moonlight and lit with luminaries
in the trees and around the circle, culminating in a bonfire in the center.
• Jeff Brown (Co-Commissioned Ruling Elder at Cutler) and Chuck Compton (Pastor, Flora
Presbyterian Church) told passionate stories about their spring trip to Haiti, and how much they
learned about the country, its people, the long-lasting destruction of its floods and earthquakes, and the
real value of their presence with the congregation of the church they helped renovate. The photographs
showed lots of smiles, deep hand-dug pits, floors for poured concrete made of switches and cardboard,
electrical wiring pirated from a nearby building, and finally worship together in the refurbished chapel.
• Inquirer Barbara Vinson (First, Michigan City) talked about her faith journey through years of
parenting children who lived with disabilities, through lay pastor training with her daughter, through the
tragic car accident that took her daughter's life, ever closer to answering God's call to ministry. After examination, Presbytery approved Barbara's enrollment as a Candidate. She is in her final year at McCormick Theological Seminary.
• The Assembly accepted University Church of Purdue as a specialized ministry of Presbytery. Assembly also approved a "bridge agreement" defining the temporary framework for relationship with Presbytery, while it moves forward with revision of its constitution, bylaws, board, and formal relationships in
collaboration with Presbytery Council, COM and other teams and committees.
• Policy for Conversations with those individuals and others considering their relationship with PC
(USA) was reviewed and approved by Assembly. Our policy is premised upon assuming good faith and
the best intentions of those who are discerning, and reminds us all that this discernment is done in relationship with one another through Presbytery.
• In other business, eighty-six presbyters present as Assembly took a first look at the proposed halfyear budget and anticipated per capita commitments for 2012 as we move into a fiscal year model. We
elected presbyters from congregations and ministry to 40 leadership positions; studied Scripture together and explored its personal meaning for us, accepted received reports of extensive actions of Commission on Ministry, Council and other teams, committees and commissions, Financial reports, Terms of
Call and Records Review reports, work of Missional Transformation Team with congregations and other
aspects of our lives as Presbyterians, and collected $354.94 for the PC(USA) Peacemaking Offering
before adjourning for an afternoon picnic with our fourteen guests at the Geneva Center Pavilion.
Once in a while, someone will ask "What does 'the Presbytery' do for us?" Today's summary is one answer: we gather as Presbytery of Wabash Valley and work together to serve Christ's Church in the many
ways listed above. Besides the many people elected, there are at least another 100 who work on various teams, committees, commissions, serve as moderators, liaisons, transitional care consultants, GA
and Synod commissioners, and a few of us as staff. Together-we are Presbytery, and this report just
hints at what we do for one another in Wabash Valley.
- Linda L. Long, Stated Clerk

THE DEACONS NEED YOUR HELP WITH A CARE PACKAGE!
Let’s get excited for Donald Straughen
Donald is starting his second year at Michigan Tech University located in the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan. He is majoring in Electrical Engineering Technology . He pledged in the Siame Tou
Gamma fraternity last year and is living in the fraternity house. He is the Special Events Chairman and
is currently planning the activities for Homecoming. Donald is also a member of Memorial Union
Board who sponsors a number of events during the school year. In his free time he likes hiking, hunting, fishing and enjoying the outdoor scenery.
Again this year the Deacons would like to sponsor a ‘College Goodie Box’. Suggestions; chocolate chip cookies, barbeque hot pringles, apple pie slices, John Deere fruit snacks, Gushers fruit
snacks, red twizzlers, chips, mountain dew or food cards. Arby’s, McDonald’s or Taco Bell. Or cash
to help offset the mailing cost.
Questions: ask a Deacon.
Thanks.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN ARE ON THE MOVE
‘Tis the season for festivals.
Buckley Days are also being planned. Oct. 8 & 9th will be the fall festival. They will
be making apple dumplings on Thursday, Oct. 6th & Friday the 7th. Then baking
them on Saturday and Sunday. A few regulars are going to be gone, so if you can
help at all, let them know. Even if you can come for a couple of hours. Men welcome too!!
They get the job of running the apple peeler!! We also are looking for a couple of good men
to deliver the apple dumplings out to Buckley both days. If you are interested in working in
the booth (It’s fun!!) or doing any of the above, see Joyce Mangiaracina or Bobbi Kormendy. If you cannot help,
please consider donating some baked goods. We sold out last year!!
The Presbyterian Women have just paid for the flooring to put in the fellowship hall. They do so much for
our church...see if you can help them out a bit!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN FALL RETREAT
Let’s plan on taking a cabin full of women to the Fall retreat. It will be held on Friday
and Saturday, Nov. 4 & 5th (right after the turkey supper...you’ll be able to use a retreat!) It will be held at Geneva Center.
Let’s support our Presbytery’s Presbyterian Women...our own Barb Jurs is their moderator, Shirley Moosmiller the treasurer and Bev Laszlo is a coordinator between
churches Presbyterian women’s groups! Way to go Range Line!!!

NEW OFFICERS
The Range Line Presbyterian Women recently met and elected their new officers for 2012. They are…
Moderator—Roylene Blackmon
Vice-Moderator—Barb Asher
Secretary—Bev Laszlo
Treasurer—Bobbi Kormendy
Nominating Committee for 2014—Nancy Nethery
Thank you ladies for volunteering your time! The Presbyterian Women are
an important part of our church and they do a lot for us!!

TIME FOR CHOIR—SING A JOYFUL NOISE!!
Choir practice will be starting up on Monday, Oct. 3rd. At 6:30.
It’s a new season and we hope that some new members will join
us! Doug Wiseman leads us, accompanied by pianist, Judy Sharp.
We really have a good time. Come on….try it out!!
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN BEGINS THIS MONTH
WATCH FOR MINUTES FOR STEWARDSHIP IN WORSHIP
Money is one of the things we think of most when we think of stewardship. Money is an important part of
stewardship but as we’ve already seen it goes much further than that. We are asked to honor the Lord with
our wealth, with the firstfruits of all our crops. (Prov 3:9) This means we are to give to God before anything
else: paying bills, food, or entertainment. Often times we pay everything, keep out enough money for play
and household expenses, and God gets a portion of what is left. This is not firstfruits--this is scraps given to
God. (Mt 6:33) We are to seek God first, not after we take care of ourselves. We need to come to the understanding that when we give to God first, everything else falls into place. (Prov 3:9-10; Mt 6:25-34) It is a
promise that God will care for us and He will. What about that tax return you may get back from giving to a
ministry or your church? Do you take it and put it right back into the kingdom or do you take it and use it on
what you want to? We must understand that we are not to make a religious law about our giving--God wants
a cheerful giver. In otherwords, out of the heart not out of obligation or guilt. (2 CO 9:6-7) God asks for what
we have, not for what we do not have. (2 CO 8:12) When we read about the widow who gave two little coins
worth less than a penny, we see that she gave out of poverty. (Mark 12:41; Luke 21:4) This passage is not
saying we need to give all we have, but we should give according to what God has put in our heart. This
widow showed her heart for God by her gift. When we give we should give in proportion to the way the Lord
has blessed us (Deut 16:17), doing so privately, not making a display of what we have given. (Mt 6:1-3) We
are also asked to give freely. Because God gave freely (His son) we, too, should also give freely (Mt 10:8)
out of our heart and out of the proportion that we have, regularly setting aside (1Co 16:2) to give cheerfully. (2
CO 9:7)
Are you truly being a good steward of what God has given you? Not just things or finances, but the Spirit
that lives within you? Are you truly living as God intends?

♦

We’re back in the sanctuary!! It felt so good to be worshipping in the sanctuary when Pastor Jeff came
to candidate. THANK YOU to Joe and Brackett for the addition of the crown molding! It really dresses
up that wall. Also BIG thanks to all who helped unload the container and got us back in order. We are
still in need of help. The library has to be reorganized and a lot of work needs to be done in the
Christian Ed wing.

♦

Very soon the carpet will be laid in the fellowship hall...it’s been a long time coming, but sure it will
be worth the wait!

♦

Thanks to all that worked the fair booth, especially Judy Sharp for all her organizing workers!

♦

Mowing season is winding down...the yard and landscaping has looked beautiful all summer. THANK
you Bruce & Dorisann McNeill, Bob Morris, & Carl Skinner! Also Jerry Hayden for providing a mower.

♦

Can’t forget to THANK the DPNC committee for their work. At times we thought we would never find
a match...we thank them for being patient and bringing us Pastor Jeff.

I love putting the GOOD NEWS in...if you have something to contribute...put it in the blue box in the narthex!

COMING UP AT RANGE LINE:
Oct. 1—PW fall gathering in Kouts
Oct. 2—Communion with Rev. Marge Egger
Oct. 3—Choir practice at 6:30
And every Monday

Oct. 5—Monthly dinner 4:30—7:00 pm
Oct. 6 & 7—Make apple dumplings
Oct. 8 & 9th—Buckley Fall Festival
Oct. 9—Missionary to speak
Oct. 13—Committee night 7:00 pm
Oct. 16—Pastor Jeff’s first Sunday
Potluck after worship
Oct. 20—Session meeting at 7:00
Nov. 3—Turkey supper
Nov. 4th & 5th—PW fall retreat

Happy Birthday to…..
OCTOBER BIRTHDAY
Oct. 1—Corbin Anderson
Oct. 2—Doug Wiseman
Oct. 5—Nick Tokarz
Oct. 8—Tiffany McEldroy
Oct. 12—Stephan Anderson
Oct. 13—Shirley Moosmiller
Oct. 15—Stew Williams
Oct. 16 – Bonnie Osburn
Oct. 18 – Matthew Osburn
Oct. 19—Curt Fritts
Oct. 20—Barbara Morris
Oct. 21—Tony Blank
Chris Frey
Oct. 22—Debbie Hartzler
Rob McCracken
Oct. 24—Allen Dockweiler
Oct. 29 – Sue Bell
ANNIVERSARIES
Oct. 15—Allen & Barb Dockweiler
Oct. 17—Glen & Joan Miller
Oct. 21—Tony & Kelly Blank

PRAYER REQUESTS
Vernon Childress
Lillian Schoon
Alice Rinkenberger Gladys Osburn
Del & Alice Jones
Bob Owens
Edna Jane Miller
Cliff Bowman
Laura Fitzpatrick
If you know someone who should be on the Prayer List, please contact the church at (219) 996-8746 or rlpc@netnitco.net. For pastoral
emergency you may call Susie Hayden at home 996-6923

OCTOBER 2, 2011
2011 SESSION MEMBERS AND THE
MINISTRY TEAMS THEY SERVE
Moderator—Rev. Marge Egger Clerk of Session—Janet Moore
Stewardship, Finance & Administration/Buildings & Grounds
Jerry Moosmiller, Dale Straughen, Jerry Hayden and Allan Nethery
Worship & Music/Christian Education & Youth
Betsy Kubisz, Chari Hayden and Bill Slosser
Fellowship & Hospitality/Mission & Evangelism
Norma Lance, Barb Jurs,
Deacons— Allen Dockweiler, Carl Skinner, Maxine Green, Nancy Nethery,
Bev Laszlo, John Jurs
PLEASE HELP THEM OUT BY SERVING ON A MINISTRY TEAM THIS YEAR!
You can come each month to committee meetings the second Thursday at 7:00 pm or just offer to volunteer for lay leader,
childcare, special music, greeter for a month, usher, serve refreshments one Sunday. Be involved in your church family!!

October “Ham Dinner”
Wednesday, Oct. 5th
Ham—Hashbrown Casserole—Vegetable
Applesauce, Dessert & Drink
Adults $8.00 - Children 6-12 $4.00

Thursday, November 3rd—Turkey Supper
Tickets now available from Bobbi Kormendy
We do not sell tickets at the door for this dinner.
Watch for sign up sheet for workers
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18095 CLAY STREET
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To everyone at the home of:

