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Join us as we enter the Season of lent with an

“Serving God
With Love and Joy
As We Reach Out
to All People”
Worship Schedule:
Christian Education for all
ages at 9:30 am
Worship Service 10:30 am
Join us for fellowship

Wednesday, Mar. 9th at 7:00 pm

Rev. Marge Egger

A Lenten Reflection
Give up complaining——
complaining——focus
——focus on gratitude.
Give up pessimism——
pessimism——become
——become an optimist.
Give up harsh judgments——
judgments——think
——think kindly thoughts.
Give up worry——
worry——trust
——trust Divine Providence.
Give up discouragement——
discouragement——be
——be full of hope.
Give up bitterness——
bitterness——turn
——turn to forgiveness.
Give up hatred——
hatred——return
——return good for evil.
Give up negativism——
negativism——be
——be positive.
Give up anger——
anger——be
——be more patient.
Give up pettiness——
pettiness——become
——become mature.
Give up gloom——
gloom——enjoy
——enjoy the beauty that is all around you.
Give up jealousy——
jealousy——pray
——pray for trust.
Give up gossiping——
gossiping——control
——control your tongue.
Give up sin——
sin——turn
——turn to virtue.
Give up giving up——
up——hang
——hang in there!

Summary of February 17th 2011 Session Meeting
• The New Member Session of Range Line Community Presbyterian Church met for their first meeting of the year
on February 17th 2011. The meeting was led by our assigned moderator Rev. Marge Egger. There was a quorum
of six members present with three absent.
•

The docket and minutes from January 20th session and February 6th Annual Congregational Meeting were read
and approved with minor additions and corrections.

•

Reports from the Moderator, Clerk of Session and Treasurer were presented and approved.

•

It was determined that we still need to “install” Bev Laszlo to her Deacon position. This will be done during a
regular Worship Service.

•

Committee reports were “sparse” as new committee assignments had not been determined at the time of this
meeting. Motions coming from previous committees were:

•

Stewardship, Finance & Administration presented a motion for the approval of the proposed budget for 2011. The
motion and the 2011 budget were approved.
Written and Oral reports presented by committee members were accepted and approved.

•
•

OLD BUSINESS: There was a motion presented on a request from Alicia Mogan for the use of the Church for the
wedding of a family member in July. This was approved and she will be advised of the cost of the rental use.

•

NEW BUSINESS: During the February meeting Session elected Barb Jurs to the office of Church Treasurer for
the coming year and elected Janet Moore as the Elder Commissioner to the Assembly Meetings of Presbytery of
Wabash Valley. It was determined the 2011 Nominating Committee will elect their chairman when they meet.
This will be one of the members who have “retired” from session the previous year. Approval was given for the
rental of facility for meeting of a new “Wind” business interested in area and for a meeting of local residents for a
“Fire Territory Meeting”.
Dates and times for Worship Services during Lenten Season were discussed and set. We will have an Ash
Wednesday Service and a Maundy Thursday Service this year.

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

In other new business discussion and restructuring of session “committees” took place.
With the reduction of session from twelve to nine members the former plan of six committees with two members is
not possible. The new “Committees/Teams” will be as follows:
WORSHIP & MUSIC/CHRISTIAN ED:
Committee Members – Betsy Kubisz, Chari Hayden & Bill Slosser
(Bill is also joining in to help the Fund Raising Committee who we hope
will also be looking into updating some of the policies for rentals etc.)
FELLOWSHIP & HOSPITALITY/MISSION & EVANGELISM:
Committee Members – Norma Lance and Barb Jurs
(Hospitality is added as our Deacons are doing a great job in the area of Member Care.)
STEWARDSHIP FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION/BUILDINGS & GROUNDS:
Committee Members – Jerry Moosmiller, Dale Straughen, Allen Nethery and Jerry Hayden
With the reduced number of session members please consider coming out to a committee meeting and offering your
talents and help. We must all continue to work as a “RANGE LINE TEAM”. SHOW SOME TEAM SPIRIT!!

Thanks, Submitted by Janet Moore – Clerk of Session

Stewardship Committee News
Based on suggestions from the Congregational meeting a revised budget was approved by Session at
the February meeting. A copy is in this months Messenger. We still have a shortfall of over $30,000
for the year. All members are urged to keep up with their pledges. If you have not pledged yet please
prayerfully consider in what ways you can support the Church and Church family. Copies of the proposed budget are available in the office.

"Spring Retreat"
Friday, March 18th &
Saturday, March 19th, 2011
Registration at 4:00 pm, Fri.
Dinner at 5:00 pm, Fri.
Welcome at 6:00 pm, Fri.
"You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger
does not produce God's righteousness."
James 1:19-20
Our sympathies to out to Joan Miller for the loss of her sister Jean.
Also to the family of Fred Nethery. He passed away on Thursday, Mar. 3rd. The family is
planning a memorial service at the church on Saturday, Mar. 12th. We will be serving a
lunch for them.

The Wednesday night Bible study is planning on meeting on Wednesday, March 23rd. Come
join us! If you can get a copy of a little book “Heaven Is for Real” by Todd Burpo, we will be discussing it this month or next. I highly recommend this short little book!

•

I want to THANK Janet & Chari for doing my work while we enjoyed an awesome vacation!!

•

THANK YOU to Dawn for cooking the corned beef. Bev, Bobbi, Maxine, Barb spent a good share of two days at the
church cooking! Thanks to all who helped!

The Men’s Club soup supper made about $1000. at their soup supper...in spite of being delayed a week!! Good
Job!!
• Keep your fingers crossed...got an offer on the manse again.
• Many of you were able to enjoy Rev. Ken’s Locke visit when he was here to perform the wedding of Derek & Jen
Hoots. Congratulations to the newlyweds!
I love putting in the Good News….there is a box in the narthex if you would like to put in something good you have
seen somebody doing around the church.
•

Have You Ever Wondered . . .
Where did Lent get its name?
The word "Lent" originally meant "springtime." Because the church
season always fell at that time of year, the name came to apply to it as well. Even after the
word "Lent" was no longer used for spring, it was still used by the church to describe the season before Easter.

Why does Lent last for forty days?
The early church celebrated Lent only for a few days before Easter. Over the centuries, the length of the season
grew until it was several weeks long. In the seventh century, the church set the period of Lent at forty days
(excluding Sundays) in order to remind people of the duration of Jesus' temptation in the wilderness.

Why not count Sundays?
Sunday is always a celebration of Jesus' victory over sin and death. Even during Lent, Sunday is "a little Easter."

How did the tradition of "giving up something for Lent" get started?
Lent began as time of purification and preparation. In the early church, baptism was only performed on Easter
Sunday. An entire year's worth of converts to the faith would be baptized and brought into the church on that
day. Lent was the time before Easter in which these converts would fast and pray, preparing themselves to be
members of Christ's church.
Over the centuries, the church began to baptize and confirm people on days other than Easter Sunday. Lent
was no longer a time of preparation for these events, but it remained as a special time of prayer and fasting.
After the Reformation, the discipline of fasting became unpopular. Thus, as a way of preserving Lent as a time
of self-sacrifice, the church leaders encouraged people to give up something during Lent that they enjoyed.

How do Mardi Gras and Ash Wednesday relate to Lent?
Mardi Gras (French for "Fat Tuesday") is the last day before Lent. Since Lent was traditionally a time of fasting,
the day before it began was always a feast day. People had to use up eggs, butter, and other perishables that
would not last through the Lenten season, and Fat Tuesday was celebrated with many traditional and tasty
baked goods. The next day, Ash Wednesday, was the official beginning of Lent. After prayer, people would have
their foreheads marked with ashes as a sign of their repentance and humility.

How is the date of Easter determined?
According to a decision of the Council of Nicaea in the fourth century, Easter falls on the Sunday following the
first full moon after the spring equinox (March 21). In practice, this means that Easter can never be earlier than
March 22 or later than April 25.

What is Maundy Thursday?
Christians commemorate Jesus' Last Supper, when he broke bread and gave the cup to his disciples, initiating
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. The word Maundy comes from the Latin word for commandment. At the
Last Supper, Jesus said, "I give you a new commandment, that you love one another."

What is a Tenebrae service?
Following Communion on Holy Thursday or on Good Friday evening, a service of Tenebrae or "Darkness"
recalls Jesus' suffering as candles are extinguished one by one.

What does Lent mean for us today?
Lent is the church season in which we prepare for Easter Sunday. It is a special time of prayer and reflection,
of confession and self-sacrifice. It is a time to remember the temptation, the suffering, and the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. Most of all it is a time to ready ourselves for the humble thankfulness and sheer joy of Easter morning.

An invitation from Edna Jane Miller’s family

GOD'S VISIBLE GRACE
by Stated Clerk, Linda L. Long

Summary of Presbytery assembly attended by Janet Moore

Imagine thousands of helium-filled balloons in many shapes and colors tethered into one giant balloon, lifting Carl Fredricksen's house from its tiny city lot
into the sky and blown by the breath of winds all the way to South America..... That's the scene from the movie Up that Eric Herzog offered as simile
for the bold witness we Presbyterians give every day through our congregations and our contributions of dollars and talents to shared ministry and missions of Presbytery, Synod and PC(USA). What an image for our Wabash
Valley Assembly yesterday, with more than 129 present!
Throughout the gathering we worshiped together, led by several of our trained lay pastors. CLP Mae
Leech opened her sermon by singing the spiritual, "Wade in the Water..." on the text Matthew 3:13 to remind
us of our baptism and its witness to God's love. We are called to be children of God and are given God's
visible grace, taking us through troubled waters: "Just follow me down to the Jordan's stream, God's a-going
to trouble the water."

•

Upon recommendation by CPM and examination we approved Jamie Milton to move from inquirer to
candidacy for ministry.

•

• Upon recommendation by CPM and COM, we examined and approved Paul Anderson as a minister
member of Presbytery and affirmed his ordination.
We recognized as honorably retired William Emrich and Ted Lester, though Ted is retiring from his pastoral counseling practice and will continue as part-time Temporary Supply for South Bend-Memorial.

•

In table conversations, we studied the beatitudes found in Matthew 5: 1-12 and used the process of Mutual Invitation to talk about the constitutional issues to be voted upon during the meeting.

•

Following debate, we approved proposed Amendment 10-A to the PCUSA Constitution, recommended
by the 219th General Assembly for presbytery vote, that includes new language for gifts and requirements
for ordination that return to the ordination practices and principles affirmed in 1729. Prayers affirming our
unity in Christ followed the debate and vote.

•

• There was debate about the necessity of Amendment 10-I to the Book of Order, explicitly adding prayer
to the Directory for Worship for ordination and installation services. In the end, by a division of the house, it
was approved.
•
•

By voice votes, we approved Amendments10-J through O having to do with disciplinary processes.

Eric recognized the 92% of Wabash Valley congregations who contributed to our shared ministry
through per capita and mission contributions.
Doug Kelly gave an upbeat report on PC(USA) Board of Pensions benefits and many changes emerging
through changes in healthcare law and trends.

•

• General Presbyter Frank Vardeman reviewed his first three months with us, celebrating the invitations
he is receiving to worship with congregations and visit with pastors and sessions, the presbytery-wide engagement in the Transformation Journey Bible-studies, and the level of financial participation of congregations in broader mission and ministry.
•
•

We elected the slate of nominees to leadership in presbytery teams and committees.

We approved change of name from First Presbyterian Church of Rochester to Community Presbyterian
Church.
We approved priorities recommended by Council to guide work and goals of presbytery teams and committees:
- Discern God's mission by incorporating Scripture, prayer and spiritual formation in our
life together.
- Enhance ministry partnerships and model effective communication.
- Be good and faithful stewards of all that God has entrusted to us.

•

COMING UP AT RANGE LINE:

Happy Birthday to…..

Mar. 7—Choir rehearsal at 6:30

Mar. 2—Olivia Reusze
Mar. 3— Christopher Anderson
Mar. 7—Chris Kubisz
Darold Moore
Mar. 9—Roger Hartzler
Mar. 10—John Jurs
Mar. 11—Jordan Osburn
Mar. 15—Chris Dockwelier
Bill Drabik
Mar. 17—Jamie Hayden
Mar. 19—Crystal Fritts
Mar. 20—Vanessa McCracken
Mar. 23—Edna Jane Miller
Mar. 25—Drew Frey
Mar. 29—Jay Green
Mar. 30—Laura Ericksen

(and every Monday at 6:30)
Mar. 9—Ash Wednesday service 7:00 pm
Mar. 10—Committees meet at 7:00 pm
Mar. 15– Presbyterian Women meet at 6:30 pm
Mar. 17—Session meeting 7:00 pm
Mar. 18 & 19—PW Spring retreat at Geneva Center
Mar. 23—Wednesday night bible study 7:00 pm
Mar. 27—Birthday party for Edna Jane Miller
April 6—Pork Chop monthly dinner

KEYS

Happy Anniversary to….
The session is working on getting the outside
doors rekeyed for security reasons. We will
let you know when this is done.

Mar. 10—Matt & Chari Hayden
Mar. 19—Bill & Karen Drabik
Mar. 30—Jay & Maxine Green

We
PRAYER REQUESTS
Vernon Childress
Lillian Schoon
Alice Rinkenberger Gladys Osburn
Dell & Alice Jones
Nethery Family
If you know someone who should be on the Prayer List, please contact
the church at (219) 996-8746 or rlpc@netnitco.net. For pastoral emergency
you may call Susie at 746-5719 or an elder

.

could use some tomato
based meals or
spaghetti sauce
Also some things that
can just be popped open
and eaten—for
travelers

2011 SESSION MEMBERS AND THE
MINISTRY TEAMS THEY SERVE
Moderator—Rev. Marge Egger Clerk of Session—Janet Moore
Stewardship, Finance & Administration/Buildings & Grounds
Jerry Moosmiller, Dale Straughen, Jerry Hayden and Allan Nethery
Worship & Music/Christian Education & Youth
Betsy Kubisz, Chari Hayden and Bill Slosser
Fellowship & Hospitality/Mission & Evangelism
Norma Lance, Barb Jurs,
Deacons— Allen Dockweiler, Carl Skinner, Maxine Green, Nancy Nethery,
Bev Laszlo, John Jurs
PLEASE HELP THEM OUT BY SERVING ON A MINISTRY TEAM THIS YEAR!
You can come each month to committee meetings the second Thursday at 7:00 pm or just offer to
volunteer for lay leader, childcare, special music, greeter for a month, usher, serve refreshments
one Sunday. Be involved in your church family!!

Our monthly dinner will be held on
Wednesday, April 6, 2011
The very popular

GRILLED PORK CHOP DINNER
Will be repeated.
The men will be cooking the meat. Sign up now to help out!!
Bobbi Kormendy will have tickets to sell.
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To everyone at the home of:

March 13
Think Spring!!

