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Bro. Paul Beam
Dear Church Family,
There are certain things in life that just break your heart.
The other day Elias and I had taken the church van and trailer to pick up food boxes for the
Oklahoma Food Bank. As we were loading and unloading the boxes, Elias noticed the names on the
inside walls of the trailer. For several years, the youth and adults had signed their names in marker
on the walls after they had returned from Falls Creek. As he looked at the list of names and some of
the silly comments they put, Elias asked, “I wonder how many of these people still go to church?” It
was a necessary, yet sobering question. As I looked over the list, my response was, “Not many.”
When we finished up with the boxes, I returned to my office and took a look at our Sunday School
rolls and the last few church directories that we have done. Just as there were many names on the
walls of the trailer of people who are no longer involved in church, so were there many names on both
the rolls and the directories of people who have fallen away for one reason or another.
As a pastor, you tend to blame yourself for those people’s choices. You often question yourself
that maybe there was something that you have done or didn’t do that caused those people to turn their
back on the Lord. But when it comes right down to it, it’s their choice to make. I certainly recognize
my faults and failures and understand that I’m not perfect as a pastor, but being faithful to the Lord is
something that I can only choose for myself. I can’t make that choice for them.
So what does it say about the faith of those who, at one time had a strong desire for the Lord,
but now seem to have no desire to follow Him or to be a part of the fellowship of other believers?
Well, I don’t think there is a cookie-cutter answer for everyone. I think some of them may truly
be saved, but are “backslidden believers”. But I fear that many identify with the seed, in Matthew 13,
that sprang up quickly because of the hearing of the Gospel, but withered when the sun came out and
the difficulties of life surrounded them. They may have been interested, but the Gospel never took root
in their lives leading to a true salvation experience.
As Baptists, we hold to the truth of Scripture that teaches that salvation is by faith through
repentance and belief in the Person, life, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And because of the
sacrificial payment of His life for our sins, salvation is forever ours, and we cannot lose it. But
Scripture also teaches that the evidence of that salvation is our love for one another and the “fruit”
that our lives produce. We often say “once saved, always saved”, but a better term would be “once
saved, forever following”. As followers of Christ, we are to be continually striving forward in our
faith. That doesn’t mean everything will be perfect. As a matter of fact, there will be times of struggle and failure in all of our lives. But for the true believer, the response of that failure will be to
return to the Lord for healing and restoration. Sometimes we may respond immediately, but other
times the response comes after much “struggle” with the Lord. But the child of God will eventually
respond to the Father’s call.
If you are some of our friends and family who have pulled away from the Lord and from the
church, I just want you to know that we are not angry with you or judging you. But you also need to
know that we haven’t given up on you either!! We love you, and we are praying that the Lord will
either turn your heart to Him or turn your heart back to Him.
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God is good… All the Time!!
Bro. Paul
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NOTES
FROM THE
LOFT
Greetings brothers & sisters,
Spring has sprung, the grass has riz, TFBC is where
the love of God is.
What a great Easter Day we enjoyed last week as we
celebrated the risen Savior and God’s love as we gathered
together in worship and praise! His word was boldly
proclaimed by Bro. Paul, and no one could go away
unchanged, except by choice. Thank you Bro. Paul, for such
sound truths presented in easy to understand ways and
with compassion. What a blessing you are to us and to
God!
With Spring comes all the end of school events that
keep us all busy. Students begin to lose interest and
teachers get a work out as they try to engage those students. Pray for all our school teachers and staff during
these last weeks before Summer break. We thank you for
your dedication to our students and the community.
Summer camps for all ages will be getting under way as
well as Vacation Bible School, so look out TFBC, and hold
on!
Special “Thanks” to all who had any part in preparing
for and hosting the Singing Churchwomen of Oklahoma! It
is truly a group effort, and we have the greatest group
anywhere! Also, “Thanks” to all who came out to the
concert in support of this excellent ladies choir as they
ministered God’s love through music and testimony. We were
blessed to have had the privilege to host them. Thank you
for giving generously toward their upcoming mission trip
to Latvia as well. Remember to pray for them this May!
God bless you real good! Hope to see you in church every
time it is time!
Love and prayers to all!
“Sing”cerely,
Dale

Retirement Party
for
SWBA Director of
Mission
James Scarborough
2:00 — 4:00pm
Association Office
2515 N. Main St. Altus, OK
Gospel Centered Life
Sermon Series, Begins April 3rd

Operation Christmas Child
April: Soap and Washcloth

SCW Singing ChurchWomen of Oklahoma
in Concert

Registering, Kerrie Herring Hatcher

Sharon Johns, Kathy Gray and Taima
Thank you to all who made this event possible! To Dale Degan who
coordinated the concert and saw it all the way through the end! To
everyone who made a salad, dessert, decorated, cleaned the church,
and cooked all day to make this possible! What a Blessing FBC Tipton!

Senior Adult Lunch
April 8, 2016

Wednesday Nights Youth

Youth Meal, 6:00pm
Church-Wide Pancake Breakfast
April 10, 2016 at 9:00am

Celebration Lunch

Youth Bible Study, 7:00pm
Youth 7th Grade to 12th Grade
FBC Activity Building

Southwest Baptist Association
2016 VBS Training Clinic
April 18, 2015

Handgun Class
April 16, 2016, 9:00am
FBC Fellowship Hall
Class will begin at 9:00 a.m.
Lunch will be provided.
Cost: $35.00
Money is due the day of the class!
Class should last about 8 hrs. There will be in class
instruction, and we’ll go out north of Butch’s house to
shoot.
If you shoot a revolver, that is all you can legally carry.
If you shoot a semi-automatic, you can carry a revolver,
derringer, or semi-automatic.
There is no score or qualification when you shoot.
Shooting just ensures you can safely handle a gun. You
cannot fail. We’ll shoot at about 5yds.
If you don’t have a gun, it’s okay to borrow one. We
will have a 9mm, 40 cal and a 22 you can use. There will
be a spot on the sign-up sheet, if you need to borrow a
gun. Just write in which one you want to shoot. You will
need 50 rounds of ammo.
We need to know how many will attend by April 6th.
If you have any questions contact Jim McPherson
471-9864.

Southwest Baptist Association
2515 N Main St, Altus, OK 73521
6:30 — 9:00pm
The church van will leave the church at 5:45pm
and will eat after.
Training opportunity for Pastors and all VBS workers.

VBS Director: Amber Elliott

God’s Not Dead 2 - April 1st

Falls Creek 2016 Theme: ONE
The focus of our teaching in 2016 will be on sharing the Gospel
message of our ONE GREAT GOD. Our focal verse is Isaiah
45:22, “Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth; For I
am God, and there is no other.”
We will talk about the following issues related to faith in Christ:
The Gospel: We will learn a Gospel illustration called ONE
GREAT HOPE.
• The Mission: We are commissioned believers, sent to take
the Gospel to the ends of the earth.
• The Pretenders: The Gospel message is not heard without
competing messages from the world. Many claim to offer
what only the Gospel can provide.
The ONE True God: The God of the Bible stands alone as the
creator, redeemer, and sustainer of all we know.

•

Mark your calendars for summer events!
SWB PrePre-Teen Camp, June 6 - 9
Super Summer, June 20 - 24
Falls Creek, July 4 - 8

First Baptist Church Tipton

VBS, July 17 - 21

July 4-8, 2016, Set your calendars!

Truth

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 2016

Men’s Rewired Conference
April 29-30, 2016
Cost $70.00 due by April 12th

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 2016
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying:
Who should I send? Who will go for us?
I said: Here I am. Send me.
Isaiah 6:8 (HCSB)

Believe
Women’s Conference
April 22-23, 2016
Cost is $75.00
Money is Due March 23rd by Noon

North American Missions

FBC Goal: $,200.00
To Date $1,560.00

History Lesson

Donna Smith’s Corner

By Butch
April 2016

A history of First Baptist Church Tipton covering the years 1968
through 2012 is available at the church office. Contact Carl Ann Ward at
580-667-5501 for information or to secure a copy. Many thanks to those
who helped to make the booklet possible.
“DID YOU KNOW?” Lawrence (L. T.) Richards was teacher of the older

men’s Sunday School class for many , many years. He reluctantly quit
after he found out he often taught the same lesson two or three Sundays
in a row. But no man was more dedicated to serve the Lord and FBC
Tipton. He was often heard to say, “I’m only a gap filler. I’ll fill in
wherever I’m needed.”

Question: You surely know what FBC means, but what do BTU,
WMU, and BYPU mean? How about SBC and BGCO?

by

Bro. D J Eades
Hospital Chaplin
Morrilton, ARK

A FEW MOMENTS WITH GOD
It is no secret that we live in a day of unprecedented
truth rejection, and the shades of truth denial are
many and varied. Can we also see that the
headstone of the corner, Jesus Christ, is building His
church? Can we say, “This is the Lord’s doing and it
is marvelous in our eyes?”

*You can receive the Newsletter on the web-site by
downloading at www.fbctipton.com under Info Center
*If you would like to discontinue receiving the
Newsletter through mail, please call the church office
580-667-5501.

None of us know what the future holds, but we do
know Who holds the future! We can also be glad
that God has seen fit to give us some glimpses of
end time events. For those who are watching awake
and alert, the closer we are to our Lord’s return, and
the greater our joy should be.
Are you ready for the midnight cry?
Remember--The Bridegroom may come any
moment. Be ready.

Listen to Sermons – Sundays at 1:00 95.9 KYBE Radio

God bless you.

FBC Newsletter

Bro. D J Eades

s

Heavenly showers

All God’s blessings go together, like
links in a golden chain. If he gives converting grace, he
will also give comforting grace. He will send “showers
of blessing.” Look up today, O parched plant, and open
thy leaves and flowers for a heavenly watering.
—Charles H. Spurgeon

.

WORSHIP AND SERVICE
OPPORTUNITIES

4/03: Teachers Meeting, 9:00am
4/03: “The Gospel-Centered Life” begins!
4/03: The Lord’s Supper, PM Service
4/03: Deacons Meeting, 7:30pm
4/08: Sr. Adult Lunch, Noon
4/10: Church-Wide Breakfast, 9:00am
4/10: The Gospel & Technology, 5:30pm
*Discipleship Training Class begins
4/13: Youth Lunch, Pizza
4/16: Conceal & Carry Class, $35.00 (cash)
4/17: Celebration Lunch
4/18: SWBA VBS Training Clinic, 6:30pm
4/22-22: Women’s Retreat at Falls Creek
4/24: Retirement Party for SWBA Director of Mission
*James Scarborough
*2:00-4:00pm, Association Office
4/29-30: Men’s Retreat at Falls Creek
4/30: Food Bank, 9:00am
5/08: Mother’s Day

Treasures
One by one he took them from me,
all the things I valued most,
until I was empty-handed;
every glittering toy was lost.
And I walked earth’s highways, grieving
in my rags and poverty
till I heard his voice inviting,
“Lift your empty hands to me!”

March & April Birthdays

4/1: Brian Potts
4/6: Matthew Spedding
4/8: Bruce McGee
4/13: Barbara Grubbs
4/17: Ricky Steveson
4/24: Cashinn Miligan
4/26: Mylee Petty
4/28: Pari Breeze
4/30: Olivia Kirk

4/5: Cheisea Chambers
4/8: Doyle Chambers
4/12: Rachel Harnden
4/16: Star Miligan
4/21: Ellyn Huff
4/25: Brittany Balderas
4/30: Gabriel Spedding
4/30: Calvin Flood

5/1: Sharon Tidwell
5/3: Shirley Six
5/5: Nathaniel Hill
5/9: Ramona McCord
5/13: Wesley Stevens
5/15: Skylar Southerland
5/19: Mackenzie Clark
5/22: Garrett McCown
5/25: Mary Galvan
5/30: Warryn Huff

5/1: Debra Boothe
5/4: Bill Johns
5/7: Sue Howard
5/9: Jarrod Spedding
5/15: Melissa Lamar
5/18: Desirae Fatjo
5/20: Kisha Nix
5/24: Angie Rhodes
5/25: W.S. Buddy Laing III
5/31: Antnio Puente

Designated Funds:
So I held my hands toward heaven,
and he filled them with a store
of his own transcendent riches,
till they could contain no more.

Contributions to existing designated funds are welcome. The
church is not bound to honor specific suggestions for that fund.
Should the church vote to close a fund, the remaining balance
will be under the discretion of the (Church, Finance Committee).

And at last I comprehended
with my stupid mind and dull,
that God could not pour his riches
into hands already full!

*Note Per Business Meeting 1-9-13
Should at any time in the future the church vote to change
or close any fund, all the money in the fund at that time will
go in the general budget of the church.

—Martha Snell Nicholson

Pastor: Bro. Paul Beam
Minister of Music: Dale Degan
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