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Dear Church Family,
Count your blessings, name them one by one.
What do you typically spend more of your time doing: praising or complaining?
Unfortunately I think most of us frequently focus on the latter. Why it that? I believe that
we complain so much because it’s easier. Complaining comes naturally. It’s the natural
inclination of the human heart to center itself on the things and in the places where it seems
we have been slighted or treated unfairly.
I could search the internet to support this theory of mine, but honestly, all I need to do is
to look in my own mirror. The weight of the world and the difficulties of life tend to weigh
upon my heart like a sumo wrestler riding on a mule. And that causes me to get
self-centered and defensive about what I feel are my own rights and what I deserve.
But diagnosing this problem is only half of the battle. It does me little good to simply
recognize this corrupted position of my heart; I must take action against it. So, how does
one do that? Through taking some sort medication or by letting TV carry us away to a far
off land of make-believe? While those may bring temporary relief, they simply just mask the
condition that has infected our spirit. After much contemplation in my own life, the only
true remedy is to allow my thoughts to be engulfed in the mercies of God that are expressed
to me each day.
Too often I pop up out of bed in a zombie-like state, oblivious to the world around me. I
throw back the warm blankets, place my feet on the manicured carpet, flip the switch to
send electricity streaming to the bulb in the lamp, and raise the handle on the faucet to
allow the cool water to flow. I forget that there are people in distant lands that cannot even
imagine these modern conveniences. Later, after dressing myself in the proper attire, I
walk out of the front door of my home, push a button that gives me access to the multiple
thousand dollar vehicle I “own”, drive confidently to my destination, and join with others in
the daily dose of bitterness that seems to have overwhelmed our culture. Throughout the
day I will overlook the beautiful sky, the sweet tune of the birds, the refreshing air that
inflates my lungs, and the affectionate touch of friends and family who care for me.
You and I are so blessed; and we don’t realize the full depth of the Father’s love for us!! If I
were to list all the blessed goodness of the Lord in my life, hundreds of pages could not
contain it! If we were to grasp the infinite grace of God in our lives, our response would be
like that of the angels in Isaiah 6:3, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is

full of His glory."
To focus on our blessings more than our struggles is simply a choice; and not an easy
one. To continually gripe and complain appeals to our fallen nature and gives us a release
from our struggles, but it will never refill our souls. It empties us and leaves us bitter and
defeated. But as we return our blessings to the Lord in praise, what we find is a never
ending stream of mercy that floods our soul and drowns out our pitiful cry of selfrighteousness. Praise may not remove all of our obstacles, but it will give us the strength
to overcome them.
You are blessed; be a blessing to others.
Pastor Paul
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Church Roof Repairs Fund

FROM THE
LOFT
Greetings brothers & sisters,
Saw a post recently on face book that said that that
particular day was the only day that indicated a direct
order. It was March 4th! Get it? Well, it made me think
about the Great Commission that the Lord gave us in
Matthew 28:16-20 and again in Mark 16:14 when he told
the disciples (that’s us nowadays) to go into all the
nations with the message of the Gospel of Salvation in
Jesus only. Are we going?!? I hope so. When you greet
your neighbor and invite them to Sunday School and/or
church, or when you give your special missions offering
that sends missionaries around the world with the
message of Jesus, you go. We need to share Jesus
often. Let’s tell the world one neighbor at a time, both
here and around the world. The Great Commission
doesn’t have an expiration date.
Easter is coming April 16th and the choir is working
on several special songs to celebrate the season. We
will be presenting them in the coming weeks
approaching Easter and also that morning. We pray
they will draw you closer to Jesus and bring honor to
God.
Many are ill with flu-like symptoms and many more
have been. Please remember to pray for one another
during this difficult time, and let someone know if you
need help. Our Deacons and many others in the church
would be happy to assist, but we need to know the need.
Thanks.
Please pray for Southwest Association Leadership
Team and Assoc. Officers as they lead and consider
business during 2017.
Pastor Paul has issued several challenges recently
regarding prayer and study. He has also brought
strong Bible-based messages each week. Don’t miss
out. See you in church!
“Sing”cerely,
Dale

A Roof Fund has been set
up for this project.
Total cost for the roof is
$50,000.
Donations to Date:
$19,524.00.

To donate, please mark your check or envelope
“Roof Fund or mail to First Baptist Church
P.O. Box 170,Tipton, OK 73570.”

Note: FBC Newsletter
*You can receive the Newsletter
on the web-site by downloading
at www.fbctipton.com under Info
Center *If you would like to
continue receiving the Newsletter through mail, please call the
church office, 580-667-5501.
Thank you if you have called on
receiving the Newsletter!

Theme for 2017—”Faithful”

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering

3/60 Prayer Challenge

Daylight Savings Time Begins

One Family Member, One Missing Member and

March 12, 2017

One Lost Person

Wednesday Night Prayer & Bible Study
Join us at 7:00pm, FBC Fellowship Hall
Tim Gray & Bobby Ward

All Church Work Day
Saturday, March 25th at 8:00am

BGCO Women’s Retreat

Rewired Men’s Conference

TRANSFORMING THE LIVES
OF MEN

Live Your Legacy
6

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up
in Him and established in the faith, as you have
been taught, abounding in it[a] with
thanksgiving. Colossians 2:6-(NKJV)

The Rewired Men’s Conference is an annual
event that takes place in the Arbuckle Mountains at a
conference center known as Falls Creek. The focus is
transforming the lives of men through a relationship
with Jesus Christ. Rewired reaches men from all backgrounds and interests or what Keith Burkhart, Men’s
Ministry Specialist at the Baptist General Convention of
Oklahoma, likes to call the different “tribes” of men.
These tribes are what set Rewired apart from other
men’s conferences around the country. It is one of the
only conferences where you will see a biker, cowboy,
hipster, gamer and businessman standing together in
worship as the greater tribe of Christian men.
The unifying force that brings these men together is
threefold: a love for Christ and desire to be men of
God who influence their world; to find the right next
step or direction for their relationship with God; and to
find and build godly friendships with other men.

“These men who have turned the world
upside down have come here too..”
Acts 17:6 (HCSB)

Cost: $75.00 before March 23rd
($35 for 13-18 year olds before March 23rd)
After March 23rd: $85.00 for everyone
For more information please contact: Taima Beam

Cost; $70 by April 14th; $80.00 after.
Contact: Jim McPherson or Bro. Paul Beam

Youth Lunch
March 8, 2017

Wedding Shower

Upcoming Events

March 22, 2017, 6:00pm
Chicken, Waffles, and Whiffle Ball

Winter Jam, April 1, 2017

Mark you Calendars!

March 13-17, 2017

3/19: Youth SMAC, Noon
3/19: Movie Night, 6:30pm
3/25: Church Wide Work Day
4/09: Youth SMAC
4/16: Easter Sunday
4/30: 5th Sunday Serve Day
6/19-23: Super Summer
7/9-13: Vacation Bible School
7/24-28: Falls Creek

WORSHIP AND SERVICE

OPPORTUNITIES
3/05: Teacher’s Meeting, 9:00am
3/05: Week of Prayer for North American Missions, Goal: $1,750
3/06: Youth Lunch, Taco Pile Up
3/12: Daylight Savings Time Begins
*Move your clocks ahead one hour before going to bed on
Saturday night.
3/12: Deacon’s Meeting, 7:30pm
3/13-17 Spring Break
3/19: Youth SMAC
3/19: Movie Night, 6:30pm — The Atheist Delusion
3/20: First Day of Spring
3/25: Church-Wide Work Day. 8:00am
3/25: Food Bank Distribution, 9:00am—Noon
4/01: Winter Jam 2017, Youth Event
4/15: Easter Egg Hunt, 11:00am
4/16: Easter Sunday
*Early Morning Service, 8:00am
*Breakfast, 9:00am
*Sunday School, 9:45am
*Worship, 10:50am

Special Dates Upcoming:
4/30: 5th Sunday Serve Day
6/5-8: Pre-Teen Camp
6/19-23: Super Summer
7/9-13: Vacation Bible School
7/24-28: Falls Creek
* Listen

to Sermons – www.fbctipton.com

Go to the Info Center, and Sermons.

Designated Funds:
Contributions to existing designated funds are welcome. The church
is not bound to honor specific suggestions for that fund. Should the
church vote to close a fund, the remaining balance will be under
the discretion of the Church, and Finance Committee.
*Note Per Business Meeting 1-9-13. Should at any time in
the future the church vote to change or close any fund, all the
money in the fund at that time will go in the general budget of the
Church.

February & March Birthdays

3/3: Ashley Tyler
3/9: Leonard Frisby
3/9: Corey Jones
3/9: Chris Petty
3/17: Reva Perry
3/18: Fred Cawthorne
3/18: Erma Petty
3/23: Danielle Flores
3/24: Olivia Puente
3/25: Crystal Witt
3/27: Aeden Spedding
3/31: Aneisa Fatjo

3/7: Evan Stevens
3/9: Leilani Frisby
3/9 Samantha Fatjo
3/14: George Stevens
3/18: Joslyn Galvan
3/18: Jim Sholl
3/20: Taima Beam
3/23: Kynzee Carpenter
3/24: Judy Sholl
3/29: Makenzie Potts
3/30: Silas Cullur

4/1: Brian Potts
4/6: Matthew Spedding
4/8: Bruce McGee
4/13: Barbara Grubbs
4/17: Ricky Steveson
4/20: Elaina Moore
4/24: Cashinn Miligan
4/26: Mylee Petty
4/30: Gabriel Spedding
4/30: Calvin Flood

4/5: Cheisea Chambers
4/8: Doyle Chambers
4/11: Brayden Fancher
4/12: Rachel Harnden
4/16: Star Miligan
4/21: Ellyn Huff
4/25: Brittany Balderas
4/28: Pari Breeze
4/30: Olivia Kirk

God’s Hands
Our life is like the dial of a clock. The
hands are God’s hands, passing over and
over again — the short hand of discipline
and the long hand of mercy. Slowly and
surely, the hand of discipline must pass,
and God speaks at each strike. But over and over passes the
hand of mercy, showering down sixty¬fold of blessing for each
stroke of discipline or trial. And both hands are fastened to
one secure point: the great, unchanging heart of a God of love.
—Virginia Brandt Berg
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