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From the Desk of Les the Mess:
There are 2 significant moments of time in the history of the world. One is
the crucifixion of Christ; the other is the birth of Jesus. You cannot have one
without the other but are paramount to our relationship with God. Even our
calendars are testimonies to the existence of Jesus. Time before the birth of
Jesus is referred to as the B. C., before Christ. Everything happening before
this event pointed to the coming Messiah. When the birth of Jesus happened
our calendars have been dated as A. D., Latin for Anno Domini, the year of our
Lord. Everything happening now points to 2 things: the actual event of His birth
and His coming again. It is amazing the world can’t see the simplicity of the
plan of God.
I have maintained you cannot have Christmas without Easter and you cannot
have Easter without Christmas. For you must have the virgin birth of Christ,
the little baby in Bethlehem, in order to have crucifixion of Christ, the God-man
at Calvary! You must accept both to reject one is to deny the other. Denying
either one will solidify your total rejection of God’s gift of salvation. One cannot
be reconciled to a Holy God without believing and receiving the Lord Jesus.
Jesus did not write any books, yet this book (the Bible) telling us about Him
has and will always be the best seller. Christmas is not the actual time of His
birth but the fact remains, it is a time to celebrate His birth, God’s gift to the
world.
Our church’s mission is to proclaim this glorious truth. One of the ways we
accomplish this calling is through the Lottie Moon Christmas offering. We give
to the Cooperative Program which supplies monies to Foreign mission work,
State mission work, and Seminaries, just to name a few but we, also,
supplement the Foreign mission work by giving directly through the Lottie
Moon Christmas offering. Our church goal is $2,750, will you help us reach our
goal and people for the gospel.
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FBC Christmas Program
“He’s Magnificent”
December 16, 2018, 6:30 PM

Fellowship Following Christmas Program!
Join Us! Everyone is Welcome

Lottie Moon Week Of Prayer
December 22-9, 2018
FBC Goal, $2,750.00

L 2018 LOTTIE MOON
CHRISTMAS OFFERING THEME
The International Mission Board (IMB) is no longer using annual
themes for the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. What you will
see within the Christmas Offering material is "Every church.
Every nation." This is the overall message for IMB, believing that
every church has a role to play in reaching every nation.

WHY T H E C H R I S T M A S O F F E R I N G
IS NAMED FOR LOTTIE:
While living in China, Lottie wrote letters to the Foreign Mission
Board (now the International Mission Board) and to Baptist
women. She asked for more missionaries and for money to grow
her work on the Chinese.
Because of Lottie’s determination, WMU collected a Christmas
Offering to give to the Foreign Mission Board. In 1919, Annie
Armstrong suggested that the offering should be named for
Lottie Moon.
Today, we still give to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering in
honor of her work and sacrifice to keep our missionaries on the
field. One hundred percent of the offering goes to the
missionaries, none to administration.

LOTTIE'S OWN WORDS ABOUT THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING:
“Need it be said why the week before Christmas is chosen? Is not
the festive season, when families and friends exchange gifts in
memory of The Gift laid on the altar of the world for the redemption of the human race, the most appropriate time to consecrate
a portion from abounding riches and scant poverty to send forth
the good tidings of great joy into all the earth?”

2018 LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING GOAL
The goal for the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for 2018 is
$160,000,000.

Open House
Bro. Les & Millie Bank
December 9, 2018, 2:00 – 4:00 PM

Christmas Food Baskets
Collection Thru 1212-1717-18
Deliver Baskets 1212-1818-18

Christmas Brunch
Sunday Morning 12-23-18
9:30 to 10:30 AM
Keeping Christmas
Are you willing to believe that love is the strongest
thing in the world - stronger than hate, stronger than evil,
stronger than death - and that the blessed life which began
in Bethlehem (two thousand) years ago is the image and
brightness of the Eternal Love?
Then you can keep Christmas. And if you can keep it
for a day, why not always? But you can never keep it
alone. — Henry Van Dyke

Candlelight Service
December 23,208, 6:30 PM

Lottie Moon Post Office
For all your Christmas Cards (Donations)

KIDS Connect
Wednesday’s Nights 7:00 p.m.
Director: Shea Crites

The perfect Gift

God’s Girls
Wednesday’s Nights 6:30 p.m.
Director: Karen Kirk

Do you stress about finding just the right gift
for everyone on your Christmas list? Does it
make the season more a hassle than a joy?
Pastor Mike Slaughter reminds us that Christmas
isn’t about perfect presents for people, as if it
were their birthday — or ours. Christmas is
about the perfect presence of Immanuel, God
with us, through the birth of Jesus; it’s his
birthday, after all!

In Christmas Is Not Your Birthday (Abingdon),

Kidz Choir
Boys & Girls
Wednesday’s Nights 6:30 p.m.
Director: Karen Kirk

Slaughter writes, “How funny that it can be so
hard to find gifts that will please certain family
members or friends — the people who seem to
have everything — and yet it is so clear what the
Lord of lords and King of kings wants for his
birthday. God wants you — your time, your
talent and your treasure — used in service to
others.”

God With Us
God comes to us across this brief and
wondering season, tracing the ways of pain and
song. Sharing beyond all rhyme or reason, this
long year’s darkest days. ’Til we can face his
radiant bearing in the stable place of peace.
—J. Barrie Shepherd

Wednesdays Night:
7:00—8:00pm 412 Student Ministries
Youth & College Students
Youth Directors: Evan & Jenifer Stevens

Here and Now

Bishop Stephen Bouman stood behind an altar in a small
crypt chapel of the Church of the Annunciation in Nazareth,
supposedly at the location where Mary heard she was
going to have a baby. Carved into the altar was the Latin
for “The Word was made flesh,” but Bouman noticed an
addition: hic, or “here.” Verbum caro hic factum est, “The
Word was made flesh here.”
Whoever authorized that inscription probably meant it
to refer to that specific location. In reality, however, the
Incarnation means God became flesh here on earth, for all
of us. The Incarnation means we can speak of the nearness
of God. It means God walks with us on earth, and that if we
are saved anywhere, it is right here.

A Merry Balance
In Luke 10:38-42, Martha gets a bad rap. After all,
we need Martha's to get things done and to show
hospitality. (Note that Martha is the one who opens up
her home to Jesus in the first place!)
Martha's are needed in December, but holiday
preparations shouldn’t shift our focus from the reason
for the season. When we become “worried and
distracted” as Martha did (v. 41, NRSV), we’re tempted
to trade God’s “one thing” (v. 42) for the world’s many
worthless things. Yet if we’re only like Mary, we may
forget to let the world know who we’re celebrating!
So this Christmas, keep a proper balance between
your inner Mary and your inner Martha. Take time to
“be Mary,” kneeling at the manger, so that all the
merry things you do as Martha have meaning and
serve the newborn king.

Special Dates
• First Sunday of Advent, December 2, 2018
• Second Sunday of Advent, December 9, 2018
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 16, 2018
• First day of winter, December 21, 2018
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 23, 2018
• Christmas Eve, December 24, 2018
• Christmas Day, December 25, 2018
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2018

Many Happy Returns

Somehow, not only for Christmas,
But all the long year through,
The joy that you give to others,
Is the joy that comes back to you.
And the more you spend in blessing
The poor and lonely and sad,
The more of your heart’s possessing
Returns to you glad.

WORSHIP AND SERVICE

History Lesson
By Lynn Pinson
December
2018
12/2: 1st Sunday of Advent
12/02-9: Week of Prayer for Lottie Moon Mission Offering
12/09: Open House, Bro. Les & Millie Banks Home
12/09: Deacon’s Meeting, 7:30pm
12/10: Soup Party Bill & Sharon Johns Home
12/12: Monthly Business Meeting 7:00pm
12/16: Christmas Presentation “He’s Magnificent”
*6:30 pm Evening Service, * Fellowship to Follow
12/17: Christmas Food Baskets Due to the church.
12/23: Christmas Eve Morning Service
*Christmas Brunch. 9:30 to 10:30 AM
*No Sunday School Classes
*Christmas Morning Service, 10:50 AM
12/23: Christmas Candle Light Service, 6:30pm
12/25: Merry Christmas
“Happy Birthday Jesus”
Office Closed 12/24 – 12/25
12/30: The Lord’s Supper, PM Service
1/01: Happy New Year 2019!,
Office Closes 12/31 & 1/3

Designated Funds:

Contributions to existing designated
funds are welcome. The church is not bound to honor specific suggestions for that fund. Should the church vote to close a fund, the
remaining balance will be under the discretion of the Church and
Finance Committee.
*Note Per Business Meeting 1-9-13. Should at any time in
the future the church vote to change or close any fund, all the
money in the fund at that time will go in the general budget of
the Church.

* Listen to Sermons – www.fbctipton.com

“DID YOU KNOW?”
During the tenure of Bro. J. T. Jones as pastor, twenty men
were serving as deacons of FBC Tipton and 419 new members
joined the church, 293 by baptism and 126 by letter.

QUESTION:
Bro. Les has served this church before. What did he do and
when did he do it?

12/1: Madison Petty
12/03: Bob Kays
12/6: Sharon Johns
12/7: Daniel Petty
12/13: Bonnie Breeze
12/14: Mikayla Shell
12/15: Carla Fancher
12/19: Kelsey Flood
12/21: Biancia Puente
12/26: Lynn Pinson
12/27: Bobby Ward
12/27: Bryce Cornado

12/3: Marilyn Good
12/5: Jarred Galvan
12/7: Jim Kerbo
12/10: Landri Mains
12/13: Becky Henry
12/15: Chris Rhodes
12/17: Kayla Witt
12/20: Kayli Boothe
12/26: Sarah Russell
12/26: Tim Gray
12/27: Adam Miligan
12/29: Chelsie Cryer

Note: FBC Newsletter
*You can receive the Newsletter on
the web-site by downloading at
www.fbctipton.com under Info Center.
*If you would like to continue
receiving the Newsletter through
mail, please call the church office,
580-667-5501. Thank you if you have
called about receiving the Newsletter!

Class C Football State Champions Tipton Tigers winning #3 Repeat
Congratulations to our own Coach Jim Kerbo, Teammates Silas Cullar, Blake Daszczuk,
Gavin Elix, Camo Jones, Kobe Gipson, Trey Mains, Logan Nunley,
Ricky Stevenson. Manager, Matthew Western and All of the Team,

Coaches, Managers, Cheerleaders, and Sponsors!

The Christmas Story
Christ Born of Mary
And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be registered. This census first took
place while Quirinius was governing Syria. So all went to be registered,
everyone to his own city. Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city
of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of
David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they were there, the
days were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in
swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
Glory in the Highest
Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy
which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”
So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they
came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. Now when they had seen Him, they
made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. And all those who heard it marveled at
those things which were told them by the shepherds.
But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them. Luke 2:1-20
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