
 

Dear Friends,  

I hope you have all had a great summer! I know that the church has been busy doing 

God’s work in many different ways. If you have been a part of helping provide food for 

our neighbors at the Summer School Lunch Program, the Rescue Mission Dinners, or 

the Soup Kitchen, THANK YOU. If you helped provide school supplies for the Rescue 

Mission kids or helped take them shopping at Walmart, THANK YOU! If you attended 

a Lay Servant course to expand your local church leadership, THANK YOU. If you at-

tended worship regularly and spent time with God through prayer or study, THANK 

YOU. If you attended the Vigil Against Hatred and Bigotry and stood in solidarity with 

those in Charlottesville, THANK YOU. And for all of the other ways others of you have 

witnessed to the love of God wherever you have been this summer, THANK YOU!  

Friends, it doesn’t take grand gestures to help change the world. It starts with one 

person and one action. One action. Find one way to help someone or learn something 

new each day. I know that I have tried to practice more what I preach this summer. I 

served down at Genesee once a week and had my eyes, ears, and heart opened. It was 

humbling and I learned a lot about the needs in our own community. I also taught a 

Lay Servant course for the Finger Lakes District and two of our own members partici-

pated! We also had 15 church members at the vigil standing up for what is right. It 

was the first time I have ever done something like that and it was beautiful to be with 

other people in our community who want to demonstrate love; and that hate has no 

place in our city.  

As we start another program/ministry year in September, I encourage you to continue 

the good work that you have been doing in the name of the Lord. Seek ways to learn 

more about your faith. Seek ways to grow in your discipleship and put your faith into 

action. Consider attending weekly Sunday School and worship or perhaps join a small 

group/short term class. There are so many opportunities that our church offers to 

help you on your journey. All you need to do is act on them. Please pray about the 

ways God may be calling you to serve and to grow.  

Grace,  

Pastor Richelle 
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Prayers 

Our Homebound: Betty Dean, Vivian Howland, 
Adam Hull, Shirley Kunkle, Blaine Moody, Mina Salvage, 
Linda Shepard, Betty Staub, Bernice Talcott, Billy Town-
send 

Persons with Health Concerns:  
Marshall Bancroft, Lillian Bellamy, Charlie 
Cator, Keith Day, Richard Garr,  George,  
Mary Guy, Jim Janish, Don Klem,  Vivian 
Lane, Dot Lee, Levi & Jen,  Joyce Lombar-

di, Bud & Nancy McNeely, Jack & Dot Miller,  June 
Moore, Stan Palmer, Judy Selover, Jean Shepardson, 
Ralph Sinicropi, Crystal Smith, Pam Stark, Kathy Talcott, 
Pauline Wooden, Tim Wunsch, Wyatt, and those who 
received a Prayer Quilt.   

In the military: Matthew Bracht, 
Dustin Culver, Ashley Fehlman, Christo-
pher Fehlman, Shawn Fehlman, Alex 
Green, Michael Maltese, Jr., Evan Parker, 

Jeffery Schussler, Mark Walters  

 For  safe travels this summer 

 Time with family and friends to          

gather and relax 

 God’s presence in difficult situations 

 Fresh fruits and veggies  

 Healing both spiritual and physical  

 Baptisms in August 

 For Sunday School  and small groups 

 Wayne and  Mary Guy celebrating their 50th 

anniversary! 

 For a successful Lay Servant class at our 

church 

 

 

1 Bob Moore 
2 Nathaniel English 
2 Jim Janish 
2 Taylor Stockmyer 
3 Wayne Guy 
4 Nicholas Deming 
5 Carol Colvin 
7 Claire Bonilla 
7 Collin Musso 
9 Amy Bellamy 
12 Carolyn Crandall 
13 Eileen Golden 
16 Ryan Bonilla 
16 Jean Shepardson 

16 Linda English 
17 Paula Carroll 
20 Ellen Miller 
23 Dave Parker 
25 Cassandra Beardsley 
25 Patty Pierleoni 
26 Karol Fedigan 
26 Elsie Sennett 
26 Richard Greer 
27 Brad Beardsley 
28 Shirley Kunkle 
29 Joy Pamplun 
30 Brandon Musso 

5 Gary & Patricia Lewis 
10 Dot & Jack Miller 
24 Cynthia & Orrie Seamans 

Welcome to the Family!  

On August 27th we celebrated 3 baptisms:  

 Donovan Jorgensen (Parents: Delores and 

Randy) 

 Avery Heine (Parents: Cord and Hailey) 

 Cord Heine 

Emily Parisi sharing her story with our church this  

summer. Answered prayers: our Sunday School 

teachers gave her the start she needed,  along with 

her parents (and many others),  to grow into a wom-

an of faith. 



Worship 

September Worship News 

September 3rd :  Communion and LAST GARDEN 

SERVICE  

September 10th :  10:30 am Worship (back inside) 

followed by All Church Picnic/Rally Day 

September 17th :  1st day of Sunday school @ 9am 
followed by Worship at 10:30 am 

District/Annual Conference News:  
Lay Servant Class: SAVE THE DATE! No-

vember 10-12 Retreat at Casowasco featuring a 

course to improve and hone the participants’ 

public speaking skills, specifically as those skills 

relate to the act of preaching prepared sermons/

messages. This course led by Revs. Colleen and 

Nick Preuninger is for anyone looking to deliver 

a sermon, read Scripture or lead liturgy and sat-

isfies both advanced Lay Servant certification 

and Lay Speaker requirements. Watch for de-

tails! 

 

Annual Church Charge Conference: 
Sunday, October 1st @ 2:15pm  Location: Auburn 

UMC 

 

Bishop Webb in the Finger Lakes 

District Day 

 All pastors and those serving in the pastoral 

role must reserve Noon to 3:00 pm, Tuesday, 

September 26, 2017, for Bishop's Day in the Fin-

ger Lakes District.  

There will be a Laity Session 6:30-8:30 pm in 

the evening for everyone. 

Location:  Clergy (daytime session) to be held 

at the District office. 

Laity (evening session) will be held at the Sene-

ca Falls UMC, 2 Chapel St, Seneca Falls, NY 

13148 

 

Finger Lakes District Laity Banquet 
Coming in October:  
 NEW DATE***NEW DATE** 

            Sunday, October 8, 2017 
3:30 - 6:30 pm   at Club 86, Geneva 

Bishop Mark Webb has shared the      

following Response to Charlottesville: 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Having just returned this morning from some time 
away with limited access to news, my heart breaks up-
on reading the reports of what occurred in Char-
lottesville, VA on Saturday, August 12th. This is evil 
fully manifested. As the Church of Jesus Christ, we 
must stand strongly against this kind of hate and rac-
ism. I urge you to pray and continue to seek ways to 
be the hands and feet of Christ. Through your actions 
and your words boldly proclaim the good news of Je-
sus Christ. 

This is a spiritual matter, plain and simple. May 
we remember that Christ calls us to renounce the 
spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers 
of this world, and repent of our sin. Christ calls us to 
accept the freedom and power God gives to resist evil, 
injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they pre-
sent themselves. And Christ calls us to confess him as 
Savior, put our whole trust in his grace, and promise 
to serve him as Lord, in union with the church which 
he has opened to people of all ages, nations, and rac-
es. 
      Let us confidently offer the light of Christ, as it 
alone will pierce the darkness within our world. 

Grace and peace, 
Bishop Mark J. Webb 

 

Be Yourself for God 

Rabbi Joseph Liebermann describes a dream where he 
dies and goes to stand before God’s judgment seat. As 
he waits, the rabbi fears that the Lord will ask him, 
“Why weren’t you a Moses … or a David ... or a Solo-
mon?” Instead, God surprises him by simply asking, 
“Why weren’t you Rabbi Liebermann?”  
 
When our lives are over, God won’t ask us why we 
weren’t a Mother Teresa or another saintly soul. He 
simply wants us to be who he created us to be.  
 
“We are his workmanship,” St. Paul writes in Ephe-
sians 2:10. In Greek, workmanship means “a piece of 
art.” You are God’s masterpiece. Life isn’t a game of 
comparison. It’s a journey of discovery of how God has 
uniquely created you to perform specific tasks in this 
life.  
 
Your life is God’s canvas. Don’t hinder the painting 
process!  
 

https://www.facebook.com/mark.webb.9828?fref=mentions


News from the Director of Children 
and Youth Ministries (DCYM) 

Hi everyone! I hope you’re all excited about a new 
year of Christian education.  We’ve been busy get-
ting ready for the children and youth to start a 
new year. 

The curriculum for the year has been chosen and 
has already been distributed to our wonderful 
Sunday School teachers so we’ll be ready on our 
first Sunday.  This year’s curriculum is lectionary 
based and is called “Whirl” for the preK-6th grad-
ers, and “Reform” for the 7-12th graders. 

September dates to remember: 

Saturday September 9th-Youth Group-6-7:30 
p.m.  7-12th graders welcome.   

Sunday September 10th-Rally Day/Family Pic-
nic-immediately following church. 

Sunday September 17th-First day of Sunday 
School-9:00-10 a.m. 

Sunday September 17th-3rd graders get their 
bibles during church.  This year’s 3rd graders are: 
Aiden Stockmyer, Kylie Lawton, Nicholas 
Deming, Kerrigan Bauso, Ian Wolczyk, and 
Paige Jorgensen.  W e look forw ard to pre-
senting your Bibles to you during church! 
 Saturday September 23rd- Youth Group-6-7:30 
p.m. 

As you can see there’s a lot planned already and 
it’s just the beginning of what we hope will be an 
exciting and inspiring year for the children and 
youth in our care. 

Just a couple of additional notes:  

Sunday School-once again we have a very de-
voted and generous group that will be teaching 
Sunday School this year.  The teachers have some 
very exciting ideas to share with all of you that we 
hope will keep the kids coming back for more 
each week! 

*Food will once again be offered from 10-
10:25 as the teachers, students (children 
and adults) transition for church services* 

 

All Church Picnic 

and Rally Day ! 

Sunday, September 10th , after wor-
ship, HERE at Auburn United Methodist Church. 
Bring a dish to pass; hotdogs/rolls/condiments and 
tableware will be provided. 

Be sure to bring outdoor fun things (like chalk, 
bubbles, jump ropes, etc.) 

Everyone is invited!! 

Youth Group-Our fantastic new co-leaders 
Madelyn Markewich and Rachel Howard held a 
youth group kick-off campfire in August to get things 
started and have lots of great ideas for this year’s 
youth group. 

Can’t wait to see you all at Rally Day! 

Sincerely, 
Marie Montgomery 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries 

Women’s Bible Study (All are welcome! Come 
and join us.) 
We will be meeting at 9 am in the lounge. For  the 
first two classes of our study Anna will lead the final 
chapters in Sisters in the Bible series. Because of our 
choice of a ‘No Homework’ rule, we will be reading 
these books together on Sunday mornings along with 
having prayer, discussions, and of course snacks. 
Please let me know if you will be attending 
at sbfehlma@hotmail.com. 
I am excited to inform you that our next Bible study 
will be the book, You're Already Amazing: Em-
bracing Who You Are, Becoming All God Cre-
ated You to Be  by Holley Gerth.  Synopsis is below: 

“Many women are tired. Tired of trying to do more, be 
more, and have more. With busy work, home and 
church lives, it's easy to feel like our spiritual growth 
gets short-changed. But what if God is already 
pleased, more than pleased--totally head over heels 
crazy about us and our hearts regardless of our mis-
takes and crunched schedules? If it's true, that big 
load we've been carrying feels lighter already. 
In You're Already Amazing, Holley Gerth wants read-
ers to know that they can lay down the burden of their 
own, and others expectations, and embrace who they 
are as beloved, talented women. Rediscover the gifts 
you've been given and the life of purpose that God has 
for you.” 
 
Blessings, Sharon Fehlman 

Sunday School News 

Adult Sunday School 
 
Hi AUMC Family, 
Wow, back to school already! 
I will once again be leading an adult Sunday school 
class this year. We will be using two video series from 
the Skit Guys based on gifts and our belief in Jesus. 
Please join us Sunday morning for this exciting and 
thoughtful experience. 
 
Patty Pierleoni 



2017-2018 Small Groups  

Many of you have been asking  if we will still have 
small groups this year after last year’s The Story 
small groups. The answer is YES! One of the best 
ways we can grow in our relationship with Christ 
and others is to come together in small groups to 
share our journeys and our lives, to share in prayer 
and in learning. So there will be many opportuni-
ties for small groups and classes this year. Each 
one will be a little different and they will be offered 
at different times throughout the year.  

Wednesday Evening- This will be a year round 
small group. This small group will be using the Be-
lieve curriculum which is the follow up to The Sto-
ry. It is 30 weeks long. Anna Wager and Anthony 
Delucia will be co-leaders.  

Thursday Afternoon- (Study Buddies) This 
group meets at 1:00 and chooses different books/
studies throughout the year. Carolyn Case is the 
leader. 

Saturday Morning– Starting Sept 23rd, 9am-
10am, this group will be watching and discussing 
five sessions of NOOMA DVDs in the church 
lounge. Carolyn Case and Ruth Schussler are the 
leaders. 

Sunday Afternoon- This small group is a year 
round  group. Location and focus of the group is 
TBD. Patty Pierleoni is the leader. 

Financial Peace University- This will be a 10 
week course taught by Sue and Bryan Hull.  

Advent/Lent Study- Pastor Richelle will be lead-
ing an Advent and Lenten Study. 

All of these groups are open to ALL people! If you 
are interested please see the big bulletin board in 
the hall to sign up! If you sign up for a small group 
your leader will be in touch about books/
resources/details you will need to know! I heard 
incredible testimonies last year about the powerful 
impact small groups had on individual lives. Please 
consider being a part of one. If you would like to 
lead a small group at your home, church or alterna-
tive space please let me know ASAP and we can 
work out details.  

Pastor Richelle 

Inspire Dance Hello! We are starting dance 
rehearsals Sunday Sept 17. 
Dance time rehearsals are Sundays at 12:15pm un-
til 1pm and are in the Sanctuary. 
Ages 5-105 male or female are welcome! No dance 
experience necessary. 
Inspire dance is dance choreographed to contem-
porary Christian music and taught in a loving and 
caring environment. We perform during church 
service roughly once  every other month. The 
group consists of children, teens and adults. 
Inspire is led by (myself), a dance instructor who 
has taught children and adults for 39 years in the 
Auburn area. Any questions - call Susan Hull at 
315-604-7130 or email spgrass@live.com. 
 

Sunday Small Group 
Ah, Septemeber: 
If you are a dreamer, come in. 
If you are a dreamer, a wisher, a liar, 
A hope-er, a pray-er, a magic bean buyer. 
If you’re a pretender, come sit by my fire, 
For we have some flax golden tales to spin. 
Come in! 
Come in! 

Invitation by Shel Silverstein 

Shel Silverstein's poem invites all into the circle; are 
you feeling called to share your journey with others in 
a small group format? If so, please feel free to join in a 
small group where we will be discussing how we, as 
Christians, view the world around us. Our format is 
basic; we will be using videos from TedTalks, Skit 
Guys, and others that can be found on YouTube. Our 
meeting time is Sundays at 1:00PM (subject to change 
if needed) at my home: 14 Sherman Street. If you are 
interested in coming, please just let me know. 

Prayers & love, 

Patty 

Nursery Care-Nursery care for our 
little ones will once again be offered dur-
ing church services from 10:30 to 11:30 
am.  Children ages infant to 4 years old 
are welcome to stay and play in the nurse-

ry while parents attend church. 

Volunteers are always needed to  m ake sure 
we are following Safe Sanctuary rules which require 2 
youth or adults be present at all times with the chil-
dren during church activities.  Anyone that is Safe 
Sanctuary trained and would like to volunteer to help 
out, please contact Ashley Quick, Nursery Care Pro-
vider at 315-209-2278 or Marie Montgomery, Direc-
tor of Children and Youth Ministries at 315-246-
0833 or mariemontgomery. aumc@gmail.com. 

Youth Group campfire! 

tel:315-604-7130
mailto:spgrass@live.com


Leadership Team News: 

The following were our Leadership Team High-
lights from our August 2nd meeting. 
   
SPRC announced that Marie Montgomery has been 
hired for the position of Director of Children’s and 
Youth Ministries.  Marie will be working with 
the Sunday School teachers and will have input in 
the planning for the youth group.  This means she 
will be stepping down from the Leadership Team to 
assume this role.  The Leadership Team has deter-
mined that they will continue on as an 8 person 
board until the end of 2017.  We are pleased that 
there was a Sunday School teacher  meeting and all 
of last years teachers will be returning for this 
school year 2017-18.  
Our Finance Team is excited that Jeanette Wager 
has agreed to be the chair of the Finance Commit-
tee.  Pastor Richelle will be getting some infor-
mation from our conference to assist in choosing a 
stewardship program for next year. 
 We would like to extend a big Thank You to Nancy 
Kelly who has been working very hard on our play-
ground to make it safer and much more function-
al.  She may need some help.....so if you see her and 
would like to assist please let Nancy know. 
 Work on the handicapped bathroom will start 
shortly and we plan on it being ready to be used at 
the start of our Fall church season. 
Pastor Richelle will be working on possible small 
group opportunities for the Fall and will be looking 
for people to lead these groups.  If you are called to 
action and would like to be a part of this exciting 
fellowship please let Richelle know.  
Phase I of the lighting project has been completed 
and if you haven’t had a chance to check out the up-
grades please feel free to come into the sanctuary 
and see the improvements. 
 
Kyle Quick, Leadership Team 

Rescue Mission Outreach: 

It’s back to school time and the Rescue Mission 
needs your help! They are requesting the following 
items: binders, glue sticks, rulers, highlighters, pens/
pencils, paper, notebooks, and Wal-Mart gift cards. 
The more Wal-Mart gift cards donated, the better! 
Items can be dropped off at the church from 
now until August 25th. They are also seeking volun-
teers who would be willing to shop for clothing at 
Walmart with the children on 8/29/17. Any volun-
teers who would like to sign up for this can contact 
Amy Fredericksen (nuna11@hotmail.com) or Pastor 
Richelle. Again, thank you for all that you do and you 
are making a difference in the lives of children. 

Parting is a Sad Sweet Sorrow  
As I end my tenure as the school year liaison be-
tween AUMC and Genesee Elementary School, I 
want to thank everyone in our church for their help 
in growing this special relationship with the school.  
First and foremost thank you for your prayers.  
Thank you for the financial support and a special 
thank you to ALL the wonderful volunteers.  A spe-
cial thank you to Pastor Richelle Goff who gave us 
the go ahead in 2010 and her continued support of 
this program and her support for me personally. 

We have developed a special relationship with the 
Genesee School administrative staff, the mainte-
nance staff, teachers and most especially the amaz-
ing students of that school. 

Thank you for the beautiful flowers and the kind 
words, but most of all thank you for allowing me this 
wonderful opportunity. 
With love, 
Barbara Loomis 

Beatitude in Action 
After a renowned career in academia, priest and author 
Henri Nouwen devoted his final years to living in com-
munity with and caring for adults with severe develop-
mental disabilities. A friend once asked Nouwen if it 
might make more sense to spend his remaining time 
writing.  
 
“I am not giving up anything,” Nouwen answered. “It is 
I, not Adam [the man he helped with the most basic 
needs], who gets the main benefit from our friendship.”  
 
Nouwen didn’t merely read Jesus’ beatitude “Blessed 
are the merciful, for they will be shown  mer-
cy” (Matthew 5:7). He lived it.  
 
—Based on I Am in Here by Elizabeth Bonker and Vir-
ginia Breen 

God's left hand 

A 6-year-old and his grandma went for a walk one 
autumn day. “Look at the gorgeous leaves!” Grand-
ma exclaimed. “Just think, God painted each one of 
them just for us!”  
 
“Yep,” said her grandson, “and he did it left-
handed.”  
 
Perplexed, Grandma asked, “Why do you think God 
used his left hand to create all this beauty?”  
 
“Because,” said the boy matter-of-factly, “we learned 
in Sunday School that Jesus sits on God’s right one.” 
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