United Methodist Moments
Auburn United Methodist Church

99 South St. Auburn, NY 13021

www.auburnunitedmethodist.org (315) 253-6295
Mission: “To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World”
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Dear AUMC,
April (snow) showers bring May flowers, right?! I sure hope by the time you are reading this note you are experiencing a bit of spring weather! We have gone through a long, hard winter. This winter was brutal with the cold
spells which didn’t help our heating bills. The cold and snow also didn’t help our attendance at church! Hopefully
we will see everybody more frequently now that the snow is gone and we are moving into better weather.
As you all know, we are all in the midst of a big transition. As a congregation you are wrapping your heads and
hearts around saying goodbye to Mike, Karis, Zoe and myself. We are wrapping our heads around saying goodbye
to all of you! Some of you have mixed feelings and emotions around this change. I understand and it’s ok for
mixed emotions and feelings about this transition. Remember, I was appointed to AUMC 10 years ago as a single
woman who was on a quest to be the best version of herself and serve God and God’s people faithfully. You saw
me through as well as prayed me through weight loss surgery, multiple reconstructive surgeries, a courtship and
my marriage to Mike and then the birth of our two incredible daughters. You have been our family away from family. You have been our church community and where we have grown in our faith.
Transition, even when it is time and when it is God appointed can be difficult. It is hard to say goodbye to loved
ones. It is hard to welcome change with open arms and someone else coming in but, that is what we do. God is in
the midst of this time of transition and God will see each of us through.
We need to take the time to say proper goodbyes and share what needs to be shared. Then we need to look toward
the future. Our family will be settling into a new community, new home and new church. You will be getting to
know Pastor Beth and her family. You will begin a new chapter in the story that God is telling through the people
of AUMC! You have a wonderful opportunity to reassess your vision and assess the effectiveness of your ministries. It might be time to go in new directions or to put energy into revitalizing a certain area. You will have new
leadership with Pastor Beth as she brings with her a whole set of experiences and gifts that will help you discern
God’s call for you at this exact time. Together you will be the people God has called you to be! And all of us will
give thanks for the love, grace and hope we have through Jesus, who walks with us each through all the times in
our lives…especially through this time of transition!
Blessings,
Pastor Richelle

When was The United
Methodist Church

created? (UMC.org)
The United Methodist
Church was created on April
23, 1968, when The Evangelical United Brethren
Church and The Methodist
Church joined to form a new
denomination. Uniting the two churches had been
in the making for more than 10 years. Two years
before the union, the General Conferences of each
church separately approved the Plan of Union.
On April 23, Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, representing The Evangelical United Brethren Church, and
Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke of The Methodist Church
joined hands at the constituting General Conference
in Dallas, Texas. In unison, the two bishops, 1,300
delegates and 10,000 visitors recited these words:
"Lord of the Church, we are united in Thee, in Thy
Church and now in The United Methodist Church.
Amen." To make the union happen, each denomination made compromises. The racially segregated
Central Jurisdiction of The Methodist Church was
eliminated, women clergy were assured the right to
be ordained and have full clergy rights, and the
Methodist practice of life tenure for bishops was
adopted.
The Uniting Conference also approved the development of an official insignia for the new church
and the cross and flame (go here to read more about
it: http://www.umc.org/resources/a-mark-knownthe-world-over) was adopted later that year. Late in
the conference, delegates realized that the work of
actual uniting could not be completed in 1968. A
special session of General Conference was approved for 1970. It met in St. Louis.
Thus these two churches, each with distinguished
histories and influential ministries in various parts
of the world, came together to become the largest
Protestant denomination at that time.

When & What is Pentecost?
We celebrate Pentecost on May 20th! It is of the
principal days of the Christian year, celebrated on
the fiftieth day after Easter. The Greek
word Pentecost means "fiftieth day." Pentecost is
the day on which the Christian church commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and others assembled in Jerusalem. It marks the
beginning of the Christian church and the proclamation of its message throughout the world and is often referred to as the birthday of the church.

2018 Annual Conference
The Ninth Session of the Upper New York Annual
Conference will be held May 30 - June 2, 2018 in
Syracuse, NY. Specifically, it will be held at the
campus of Onondaga Community College. Each year an
equal number of clergy members and lay members attend
their conference's annual conference session for worship,
fellowship, and to conduct the business of the conference,
which may last 3-5 days. These sessions include reports of
past and ongoing work; adoption of future goals, programs
and budgets; ordination of clergy members as deacons and
elders; and election of delegates to Jurisdictional and General Conferences (every 4 years). The bishop presides over
these meetings. Patty Pierleoni is your Lay Member to Annual Conference. Pastor Richelle will be attending as well.

Treasurer’s Message
Greetings to all in the Name of Jesus Christ
Here I am again! Another month has flown by and
we are still facing very difficult financial issues.
We have paid nothing to the conference, owe a
large balance of $3,800.00 for heat and are struggling each week to pay our necessary expenses to remain viable.
Everyone gives as they can and only your relationship with God can
direct your generosity. I hope and pray that we can begin to turn
this trend around and meet our bills and continue our fantastic ministry. The finance committee will continue to look for ways to save
but it is important for you to know that savings can translate into
cutting programs and employees. May we continue to ask God for
guidance and give all we can to prevent cutting any of our vital
ministries to our neighbors. God bless and thank you for being so
faithful!

Judy Selover

LEADERSHIP MOMENTS
& Volunteer Opportunities

The Leadership team meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month. At our April Meeting we learned that
many volunteer positions need to be filled.
The following positions need to be filled by our congregation.
Volunteers are needed to pass out lunches at Genesee Elementary school. Summer is coming
and individuals are needed to work at this valuable community program. Please consider a couple
of hours a day.
We are looking for someone who is tech savvy or has a interest in becoming tech savvy. This could
be for anyone who will be willing and can learn how to manage our AUMC website and Facebook
page. Pastor Richelle needs to know that ther e's someone who is willing to take this over .
Social Media is important to the visibility and viability for our church's presence in the community.
Sunday June 10th is Pastor Richelle's last Sunday at AUMC.
At 12 noon there will be a celebratory meal for Pastor Richelle and her family. If you are willing to
be a part of the planning and assisting with all of the preparation, serving, and clean-up for this
special send off contact Barb Klem.
Coordinators for Basement Fleas no later than May 15th For the Old Tyme Fair.
Please contact Karen Deming.

Marie Montgomery, our Dir ector of Youth and Childr en's ministr ies is exploring a Vacation
Bible School this coming summer . Consider volunteer ing for this activity. It would be gr eat to
see a VBS at AUMC this summer.
Safe Sanctuary Training, Another gr eat volunteer oppor tunity.
Description:
Anyone who has been with our church for at least 6 months and is interested in helping out in the
nursery, leading Sunday school, or working with the youth group must be trained in our church's
Safe Sanctuary policy. Classes are as following:
Mary Howard will be offering 3 safe sanctuary policy
review times so you can choose which one works best for
you:
#1: Sunday, May 6th right after worship
#2: Sunday, May 20th right after worship
#3: Sunday, May 27th right after worship.

Safe Sanctuary Annual Policy Review

It's that time of year again when our thoughts turn to
planting gardens, opening swimming pools, baseball
games, and safe sanctuary training! Anyone who has
been with our church for at least 6 months and is interested in helping out in the nursery, leading Sunday
school, or working with the youth group must be
trained in our church's Safe Sanctuary policy.
For those of you renewing your volunteerism, our Upper New York Annual Conference has made some
changes in the Safe Sanctuary requirements of the
churches in the Conference:
#1: ALL volunteers and staff must be physically
present for an annual review of the church's safe sanctuary policy.
#2: ALL volunteers and staff must have a background check done every 2 years..
I will be offering 3 safe sanctuary policy review times
so you can choose which one works best for you:
#1: Sunday, May 6th right after worship
#2: Sunday, May 20th right after worship
#3: Sunday, May 27th right after worship.
We will meet in the lounge, go over the policy, sign the
paperwork, and hopefully be done in 20 minutes or
so. Grab a 2nd coffee and a treat from the fellowship
hall and meet me in the lounge on whichever Sunday
works for you.
Hope to see you there!
Mary Howard

A word from Marie
the director of Children and Youth Ministries
As I sit and write this article it feels like anything but
spring. Windy, cold and yes even snowy! That being
said, I’m going to do my best to look ahead to a wonderful warm May full of fun and fellowship for our
children and youth.
It’s hard to believe but we are almost at the end of our
Sunday school year and attendance challenge with only
3 more Sunday’s until our last class on May 20th. The
kids have done a great job making it to Sunday school
and deserve a pat on the back and a reward for their efforts. We will be taking the kids to Wonder Works at
Destiny USA in Syracuse in June. We are shooting for
a Saturday or Sunday afternoon so stay tuned for more
details.
The Youth Group will be busy in May! They’re organizing a dinner with Pastor Richelle, will be fulfilling
their part of the deal with Barb and Al Loomis by
cleaning up their yard. Barb and Al were the high bidder for their services at our pancake brunch and auction
in February. Let’s hope the weather cooperates and
dries out a bit!
The Youth Group will also be very visible during the
church service on Mother’s Day, Sunday May 13th.
They will be welcoming, handing out bulletins, ushering, doing the call to worship and first scripture reading.
Blessings and thank you for the opportunity to serve as
your Director of Children and Youth Ministries.
Marie Montgomery
Mark your Calendars:
June 3rd-Graduation Sunday. Join us in celebrating our
graduating seniors.

Staff Update:
Artie Colon, our new
custodial staff has been
doing a wonderful job.
Keep up the good work
Artie!
AUMC is Glad to have you as a part of our staff!

Pastoral Update:
We Would like to send Best Wishes to Pastor Richelle
Goff and her family as she begins her ministry at Fairport United Methodist Church on July 1st, 2018. Pastor Richelle and her family will be missed. As Richelle
embarks on a new chapter in her and her family’s life,
We will be doing the same at our church. We also get to
embark in a new chapter in our church as we welcome
with open arms, open minds and open hearts, Pastor
Beth Malone, who was appointed AUMC's new Pastor.
Pastor Beth will begin on July 1st.
Please keep everyone in your thoughts and prayers as
we all transition on this new journey.
Kimberly Thompson

Here is a Testimonial of Why Choose
Casowasco?
Mrs. Susan Hull sent her son Giovanni Pettigrass
to Casowasco for the past 10 years. Susan and
Giovanni are members of AUMC. Giovanni applied to Casowasco for a summer counselor position, and he got the job!
He will be a camp counselor this summer for all
the camps June through August.
Giovanni is a good leader, mentor and role model to children. He has taught kids in a music summer camp in Moravia in the past. This camp supplied instruments and free lessons to kids from
financially struggling families under the supervision of Jim VanArsdale from School of Guitar
and The Perform 4 Purpose which is a not-forprofit organization. The Perform 4 Purpose is an
organization where students are taught to play
instruments and perform at benefits and fundraisers along with learning the importance of giving
back to the community. Giovanni has also taught
guitar lessons to students in the guitar studio and
helped oversee kids during local community
fundraiser performances. He is currently an
alumni of Perform 4 Purpose. Giovanni still volunteers his time and talents for certain performances with Perform 4 Purpose while he is a
freshman at OCC majoring in Music Education.
Giovanni is grateful for our church’s support in
his journey. Prayers for Giovanni this summer as
he continues along his path at Casowasco.
Testimonial by
Susan Hull

New Members Class
Sunday May 6, 13, 20 @9am
This is a 3 week class that will
prepare you to become a member of Auburn United Methodist.
If you are interest in becoming a member
Please see Pastor Richelle.

Rescue Mission
Dinner
We help prepare 50
meals a month to the
Family Transitions program at the Auburn Rescue Mission. If you are
interested in serving
please contact the
church office or come
on the 3rd Wednesday
of the month around 12
to help!

Prayer/Comfort quilts are available by the Dragonfly
Quilters! Please see Kathy Stockmyer for mor e infor mation or with any questions. Meetings will on the 1st
and 3rd Mondays of the month of May. The times of
the meetings will be announced in the weekly update and
the bulletins.

Olde Tyme Fair News
We will have our first meeting of the
year on Tuesday May 1st at 6 p.m. Any
one and every one interested in our fair
and its continued success is invited!
Again this year we are looking for
someone to run the flea market as well
as the Christmas booth. Please keep this
need in your prayers so the right volunteers are found!
We have already started collecting
items for the flea market (please make
sure items are clean and unbroken) and
are happy to receive TOYS, GAMES
and PUZZLES, purses, jewelry, antiques or vintage items, Christmas decorations, knit or crocheted items, and
handmade aprons. We also take tools
and small furniture. Please call the office if you have something to donate so
that we can make arrangements to receive them.
Last year for the first time we had vendor tables in the Lounge…do you know
someone who might like to have a table
this year? Please contact Vickie (315253-8509) or Karen (315-252-2390)
Old Tyme Fair Takes place on Saturday
October 6, 2018 We will need
Coordinators for Basement Fleas by
May 15th.

Prayer List

ANNIVERSARIES
1 Fritz and Phyllis Allen

In the Military: Dustin Culver , Ashley Fehlman, Chr istopher

5 Jim & Deb Janish

Fehlman, Michael Maltese Jr., Evan Parker, Clifton Thompson, Mark Walters

21 Wynne & Harriet Crosby

Our Homebound: Betty Dean, Vivian Howland, Adam Hull, Dot Lee, Travis

27 Judy & Howard
MacLachlan

Persons with Health Concerns: J oan Bower s, J esse Bur r is, Char lie Cator ,
Keith Day, Mike Deming, Theresa Fehlman, Richard Garr, ,Betty Green,
George, Levi & Jen, Judy MacLachlan, Kevin Mcnabb, Jack & Dot Miller, Jackie Vogel Scheffner, Ted Tennant, Valerie, Kathy Visconte, Mary Kay Worth,
Wyatt, Varna Lane

Robbins, Mina Salvage, Linda Shepard, Billy Townsend, Pauline Wooden

Please call the office if you would like to add a prayer request. Always be sure
you have permission to print someone else’s name.

Birthdays
2 Dave Medler
4 Gracie Losani
6 Elliott Carroll
6 Colleen Lombardi
6 Zoe Goff
8 Ella Losani
8 Richelle Goff

11 Karis Goff
13 Linda Camp
14 Jim Cogar
22 Jennifer Losani
25 Jim Kahn
27 Scott Hulik
30 Ed Laraway
31 Madeline Markewich

Volunteers for Sunday Service
Greeter Rotation
Week 1 Maddie and Alex Montgomery
Week 2 Kathy Pipher
Week 3 Barb Klem
Week 4 John and Marie Montgomery
Nursery Volunteers
May 6th
May 13th
May 20th
May 27th
June 3rd

To those who were called to
prepare and serve for the
family transitions dinner for
the Auburn Rescue Mission.
Thank you for helping prepare and serve at least 50
dinners once a month.




Genesee Lunch Program has been a success as well during April break. Without
you whether in the kitchen or serving, or
donating time or items. We appreciate
you and without YOU, preparing and
serving these lunches would be impossible.
Those that are stepping up to help usher,
being communion servers, readers, along
with donating time, and fellowship
snacks. Thank you.

We appreciate you and you’re effort whether
it’s big or small.

Greetings AUMC,
If you would like your name added or removed to the
birthdays, anniversaries and prayer list. Please contact myself at
aumcnewsletter2018@gmail.com. The church and the newsletter would like to have the most updated list possible.

As summer approaches, it will start to become a
busy time for families, as school is out, the weather
gets warmer and families get to spend quality time
with each other. This is very important because children grow up too fast nowadays, parents or loved ones
are getting older and it will be a great time to slow
down a bit before the rush starts up in September
again. We live in such a fast paced world with our
noses in digital devices that we forget to appreciate
what’s around us or to live in the moment. We have
all been guilty of it even I have. Life is too short. You
never know what life will bring to you or take from
you. So to make it a little easier on everyone the next
newsletter will be for June/July. I will need all articles, dates of events no later than May 20th.
After June/Julys’ newsletter is out, The only
“homework” I will ask you to do is enjoy each others
company, the beautiful weather, and try to live in the
moment! That is on my agenda as well. Will let you
know when the next newsletter will be out and the
next deadline. When it gets closer!
Blessings & Prayers to all.
Kimberly Thompson
aumcnewsletter2018@gmail.com
*Disclosure Notice: Please do not submit, birthdays, anniversaries, prayers, or articles without prior permission from the
person you are submitting it about.

AUMC Class 2018 Senior Bios

Rachel Howard has been attending AUMC for her entire life. She
has grown up in this church and
now considers the members another family for her. Rachel plans on
attending SUNY Potsdam to study
music education. Rachel hopes to
inspire the minds and spirits of
youth to express their creativity
and find a passion and joy through
music. She would like to thank her
family, friends, Pastor Richelle,
and her church family for always
supporting her and allowing her to
grow through this church and become the person she is
today. She believes that without the support and love
from the people she cares about, she would not have been
able to grow into the confident, intellectual, and talented
young woman she has become.
She is clothed with strength and dignity, and she laughs
without fear of the future.- Proverbs 31:25
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.- Luke
1:45
Music, being identical with heaven, isn't a thing of momentary thrills, or even hourly ones. It's a condition of
eternity.- Gustav Holst
You believe happiness to be derived from the place in
which once you have been happy, but in truth it is centered in ourselves.-Franz Schubert
I pay no attention whatever to anybody's praise or blame,
I simply follow my own feelings. – W.A. Mozart

Madelyn Markewich
has attended AUMC
for as long as she can
remember. She holds
the Christian faith very
close to her heart and
believes that has
shaped who she has
become today. Madelyn will be attending
SUNY Oneonta in the
fall to study adolescent
education. She would
like to thank her friends, family, and church
community for inspiring and helping her through
the journey of life. The church has opened her
eyes and given her worthwhile opportunities that
will have a lifelong impact leading her to be a
confident, loyal, follower of Christ.
"For with God nothing shall be
impossible." (Luke 1:37)

Sunday/Worship at a Glance!
May 6th New Member Class at 9am
Communion and Inspire Dance
May 13th New Member Class at 9am
Prayer Quilt Blessing & Mother’s Day
(children/youth helping lead the service)
May 20th New Member Class at 9am
Pentecost & Last Day of Sunday School/Teacher
Appreciation
May 27th Celebration of Baptism & New members Join
the church!
June 3rd Communion and Graduation Sunday

June 10th Pastor Richelle’s Last Sunday and
Farewell Celebration (after worship)
June 17th&24th Mary Guy will be preaching for Sunday service and other pastoral services.
July 1st We officially welcome Pastor Beth Malone&
family as she preaches her first Sunday at AUMC.

Mission Statement of

The United Methodist Church:
“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world”

&
Vision Statement of Auburn UMC:
“Building our relationship with Christ and
with all people”

“UNITED METHODIST MOMENTS”
Pastor: Rev. Richelle Goff
Director of Children and Youth Ministries:
Marie Montgomery

Our Services are broadcast on Verizon 31 or Time
Warner/Spectrum 98 or 12 at 7pm on Wednesdays.

Administrative Assistant: Karen Deming
Church Phone: (315) 253-6295
Web: www.auburnunitedmethodist.org
Email: auburnumc99@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Kimberly Thompson
aumcnewsletter2018@gmail.com
DEADLINE for June/July Article is May 15

