
 
 

       Auburn United Methodist Moments   

  Auburn United Methodist Church                     

    99 South St.  Auburn, NY 13021 

www.auburnunitedmethodist.org       (315) 253-6295  

Mission: “To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World” 

Vision: “Building Our Relationship with Christ and with All People” 

Rev.  Beth Malone is appointed to Auburn UMC!   

 

  Dear Members of the Auburn United Methodist Church:  

As you know, the members of the Leadership Team/SPRC have 

been working with our District Superintendent, Rev. Jeffrey 

McDowell, regarding a new Pastor to serve here.  

We were introduced on March 21, to our next new Pastor to begin 

in July. The Rev. Beth Malone will be appointed by Bishop Webb 

to provide pastoral leadership for our congregation.  

Rev. Malone is currently serving the Lyndonville UM church in 

the Niagara Frontier District of our conference, and has served 

there since 2014. She is married to Darren and they have 2 grown 

children. 

                    Rev. Beth Malone  

 

Please feel free to ask our committee members for more details during 

this transition. Over the next few months Rev. Malone will be visiting us 

and getting to know how she can best serve in our midst.  

Please pray for all the churches and pastors involved in this move.    

Blessings, Auburn UMC Leadership Team/SPRC. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                  

 

                                                                                                                                    

                                           Pastor Beth, Darren and Joy  

  

http://www.auburnunitedmethodist.org


 

Dear Friends,  

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Happy Easter 

everyone! I pray that you all have/had a 

wonderful day full or worship and pre-

cious time with family and friends. And 

now that the nice dresses/outfits are put 

away and brunch has been eaten, we have 

another Easter in the books! Right? No! 

Easter isn’t over. Easter isn’t ever over. 

We are EASTER people!  

Christ’s resurrection is the foundation of 

our faith and it grounds us in this ever 

changing and sometimes difficult world 

we live in. Because Christ lives, we live.   We are given, through Jesus, this amazing gift of eternal life. Because 

Christ lives, we live. We live now. We live for eternity. I pray that you spend time marveling at this precious gift 

and truly look at your life and your discipleship and think about the ways you are using the gift. Is it making a 

difference? Do you understand the freedom, forgiveness and grace it brings to your life?  

Blessings,  

Pastor Richelle 

Imagine No Racism            

April 21 

In July of 2016, the Northeastern Jurisdiction of 

The United Methodist Church unanimously ap-

proved a resolution for every Annual Conference 

to confront the sin of racism in our own hearts, our 

churches, and our communities. 

Upper New York Area Resident Bishop created a 

taskforce, known now as the Bishop’s Taskforce 

on Eliminating Racism, to start strategizing ways 

to confront this deeply embedded issue across our 

Conference. The taskforce is now ready to help the 

rest of the UNY Conference to act. 

The taskforce has called this new ministry, Imag-

ine No Racism, drawing inspiration from our de-

nomination’s successful Imagine No Malaria cam-

paign. Like Imagine No Malaria, Imagine No Rac-

ism will unapologetically identify the disease of 

racism and offer concrete ways to bring healing.  

Please set aside Saturday, April 21 (12:30 p.m.- 4 

p.m.) for the Imagine No Racism Launch Day 

open to both clergy and laity; simultaneous events 

will be held across the Conference in every Dis-

trict. If you are interested in attending with Pastor 

Richelle please let her know.  

Kairos Outside @ AUMC April 27-29th  

Kairos Outside offers a comfortable, non-judging retreat 

for women to support each other as they journey through 

the incarceration of a friend or relative. 
 

The Kairos Outside Weekend is a 2 ½ day program based 

on a series of talks by volunteers designed to address the 

pain of enduring separation from the one inside and the 

judgment of others from their community. Guests hear the 

talks in small family groups.  
 

The program is interspersed with music, prayer, and fun 

activities.  
 

Kairos Prison Ministry is a Christian program, although no 

religious affiliation is necessary to be a Guest. Any 20-

year-old or older female family member whose life has 

been impacted by the incarceration of a loved one, or a 

woman who was unable to attend Kairos Inside while in 

prison, is eligible to attend Kairos Outside. 



 

 

 

We recently received our charter from the general commission on UMM 

which is now proudly displayed on our bulletin board near the office. 

On February 17, 2018 we had another great breakfast meeting and a good 

time getting to know each other. We are determined to provide opportunities 

to increase our members and let others know how the Lord is working 

through our group.  We discussed the upcoming chicken BBQ and how we 

could help. It was also suggested that we help with some cleaning this sum-

mer to help support the local food pantries. 

We invite ALL the men in our congregation to join us on April 14th for breakfast and fellowship. We always wel-

come new ideas and suggestions!                                    

 Yours in Christ, 

Reconciling  

Congregation Team 

 

On March 11th  we held a 

Reconciling Congregation 

Lunch: Anna Wager dis-

cussed her life as a member 

of the LGBTQ community 

and her experience worshipping with a congregation 

which is accepting of her.  

We also heard from Jessica Armstrong who discussed 

the challenges of raising an autistic child and the most 

welcome patience of our Sunday school teachers and 

congregation.  

Additionally, Barb Loomis shared her own personal 

journey of accepting LGBTQ persons and how it was 

a process to come to her current understanding. It took 

research, talking, listening, prayer and time! Ted Ten-

nant shared that his grandson came out as gay and said 

“I don’t love him any less.” 

Patty Pierleoni brought attention that the Reconciling 

Congregation Team is just in the dialog phase and all 

parishioners  are welcome to join at the table for fu-

ture discussions. This is a process! 

We talked about the importance of becoming an offi-

cial Reconciling Congregation. It is one way for all 

people to know (without a shadow of doubt) that they 

will welcomed and accepted at AUMC. They could go 

to RMN and fin our church listed as a welcoming 

church.  

Leadership Team Moments 

On Tuesday, March 13, the Leadership Team met 

for our monthly meeting. 

After opening with a Devotion and Prayer, the 

team got down to business. 

Minutes from our February meeting were dis-

cussed, reviewed and accepted. 

A Leadership Team member represents each min-

istry area of our church. 

A total of seven ministry areas and each ministry  

is assigned a member of the Leadership Team for 

the responsibility of being a resource, praying for 

and sharing any important information with the 

Leadership Team.  

The ministry areas are, Faith Development,  

Hospitality, Outreach, Generosity/Finance, Wor-

ship, Trustees and Personnel. 

A brief discussion regarding the transitioning of 

Pastors was held. We will need to create a Transi-

tion Team to help say goodbye to Pastor Richelle 

and family and begin to welcome the new pastor 

and their family.  

Discussion regarding any other concerns or issues 

was completed and the meeting was adjourned 

followed by a prayer.   

Greg Trutschel  

     



 

Greetings AUMC,  

On February break I had the honor of being able 

to participate in the Genesee School Lunch Pro-

gram. I went to the church to help make the food 

that we were going to serve. It was wonderful see-

ing everyone banding together of all different ag-

es and cooking backgrounds and all of us helping 

each other collective to do the different things to 

be done. There was many jobs to do, from cutting 

up fruit, to making spaghetti sauce and cooking 

spaghetti, making garlic butter for garlic bread 

and stuff put together for salads as well, getting it 

ready for transport to bring it down to Genesee 

school to serve.  

I wanted to see what it was about, so I moseyed 

my way on down and ended up helping out there 

more. I mostly wanted to observe. I watched chil-

dren and families come in and it gets you think-

ing.  As I was observing all the hard workers, 

serving the meals and they all were very kind and 

the recipients were met with kind  non judgmental 

eye and a smile. A set of children came in and 

they hand one of the servers a sandwich bag of 

change.  Some would say it wasn't much but the 

fact is they gave what they could.  

This truly got me thinking about in general.  “She 

gave what she could”. Even if you take one day or 

a few hours to help during Genesee Lunch Pro-

gram, Church service duties, or Fellowship snack. 

It doesn’t always have to be monetary donations. 

God is willing to accept you time, energy and ef-

fort. Every little bit helps. Whether you are out-

side of church or inside of church. Even a smile 

or being kind to someone can help brighten 

someone's day. 

Sincerely, 

Kimberly Thompson 

Let’s Give a special Thank You  

to the Following: 

 Ray Blank for  helping out around the 

church in the absence of a custodian. We ap-

preciate all he has done to keep the place look-

ing nice! We also had a few members of the 

Leadership Team come and clean too (thanks 

Jessica Parker and Kathy Pipher) 

 To all those who came to the Lenten Potlucks. 

It was nice to try new dishes and be in fellow-

ship with one another during the holy time of 

Lent.   

 The Leadership Team for their hard work with 

the Pastoral Transition and the other tasks that 

they complete. 

 Everyone who donated ingredients along with  

time and help with the cooking and the sale of 

tickets for the Chicken BBQ. We cleared a to-

tal of $1,789!  Thank you to Bryan and Sue 

Hull for  a successful BBQ!        AND……. 

Karen Deming who is 

celebrating her 5th anni-

versary as AUMC’s Ad-

ministrative Assistant! 

Thank you for all your 

hard work and for going 

above an beyond for all of 

us!  



April 14          Men’s Breakfast 

April 15          Camping Sunday 

May 6            Inspire Dace (last of the year ) 

May 13            Mother ’s day/Children’s Sunday 

children will help lead worship on Mother’s Day! 

May 20       Teacher Appreciation Sunday       

                     and Last day of Sunday school! 

  

Genesee Elementary 

School Lunch Program  

With the leadership of Chris 

Patch (member of Westminster 

Presbyterian Church) and those 

serving from different churches 

(including AUMC) we will be 

offering lunch to all those who are hungry at Genesee 

Elementary from April 23rd-27th. If you are interested in 

helping prepare/serve meals or clean up please call the 

church office or email Chris Patch 

(chrispatchtmt@gmail.com) 

 

 

 

CAMPERSHIPS 

It may still be cold and snowing, but it is not too early 

to begin thinking about summer camp! 

Camp information booklets, campership application 

forms and campership information can be found in the 

Church Narthex or in the church office.   

The completed campership applications are due by 

May 1st, the same date as the deadline for the early 

bird discount for camp tuition. The campership forms 

need to be turned into the church office.  

Camping Sunday will be held on April 15th. We will 

have a representative from Casowasco here during 

Sunday school (last half) and then during worship and 

after worship. You can ask them any camping ques-

tions!  Our theme for Camping Sunday is “YOU 

CAN”T DO THAT AT CHURCH!!” This is based 

on the week themed “You can’t do that at camp” at 

Casowasco. We should have a lot of fun with this!  

We are blessed to be able to provide full camperships 

for all children of our church (minus the registration 

fee).  What an amazing gift from the Starbuck Scholar-

ship Committee. Camping Ministry is one of the most 

powerful Christian formation programs some young 

people ever experience!  

We hope everyone is thinking about ways to im-
prove and continue our Olde Tyme Fair traditions. 

This year we are looking for someone to take on 
the task of running the flea market. Do you feel 
that is something you could do? Or can you and a 

friend do it together? Please see Vickie Shepard-
son or Karen Deming if you or someone you 
know would be willing to take that task on. Octo-

ber 6 will be here before you know it! 



 1MacKenna Bauso 
 4 Elizabeth Dean 
 5 Judy Cogar 
 9 Caitlin Allio 
10 Robb Bonilla 
10 Amy Fredericksen 
10 Alex Montgomery 
13 Sean Cator 
14 Nicole Procino 
17 Alexandria  Nemo 
18 Jessica Beardsley 
19 Jessica Parker 
19 Pamela Kirkwood 
20 Christine Bonilla 
24 Michael Stockmyer  
24 Christopher Howard 
28 Abigail Liseno 
28 Evelyn Rusin 

 8 Larry & Faye Pritchard 

27 Carolynn and Charlie Cator 

 

 

 

 

In the Military:  Dustin Culver , Ashley Fehlman, Chr is-

topher Fehlman, Alex Green, Michael Maltese, Jr., Evan 

Parker, Jeffery Schussler, Clifton Thompson,  Mark Walters  

Our Homebound:  Betty Dean, Vivian Howland, Adam 

Hull, Dot Lee, Travis Robbins, Mina Salvage, Linda Shep-

ard, Bernice Talcott, Billy Townsend, Pauline Wooden  

Persons with Health Concerns:  Jesse Burr is, Char lie 

Cator, Wynne Crosby, Keith Day, Richard Garr, George, 

Betty Green, Levi & Jen, Joyce Lombardi, Jack McNeil, 

Jack & Dot Miller, Valerie, Mary Kay Worth, Wyatt, Varna 

Lane 

Please call the office if you would like to add a prayer re-

quest. Always be sure you have permission to print someone 

else’s name. 

  

 

 

 

Greeter Rotation  

Week 1   Maddie and Alex Montgomery 

Week 2   Kathy Pipher  

Week 3   Barb Klem 

Week 4  John and Marie Montgomery 

Nursery Volunteers 

April 1  Maddie Montgomery 

April 8  Abby Stark 

April 15  Matt Loveless 

April 22  Mary Howard 

April 29   Mike Goff 

Please consider joining the Celebration Singers! If 

you love to sing  and would like to share your gift 

of music (voice or instrument) please talk with 

Kristan after worship or come to our weekly re-

hearsals. We meet every Wednesday at 6:30pm. 

We would love to add a few more voices!  



Church Spring Cleaning 

Mark your calendars! There will be an All Church Spring Cleaning day 

on Saturday, April 14th from 9-11:30am. If you have ½ hour, 1 hour or 

more to give to the church, your presence would be very welcomed! We 

have different projects inside and outside (pending all snow is gone!) to 

work on. Some of the projects:  

Outside: raking leaves under bushes, picking up sticks, branches and gar-

bage around the grounds and general tidying up.  

Inside: detailing kitchen, sprucing up sanctuary/pews, cleaning chairs, 

stair cases, windows, dusting). All cleaning supplies will be provided but 

if you would like to bring any of your own that would be ok!  

 Being here every day I have the inside scoop on 

what goes on in the building during the week. As 

you may know, this is a very busy place! For quite 

some time I have been concerned about the condi-

tion of our kitchen. It needs some attention! For ex-

ample, the refrigerator, ovens and stove could use 

some cleaning. I have been thinking that we could 

form a “Kitchen Angels” group that could get to-

gether once in a while and give the kitchen the love 

and attention it needs. Hey, it could even be fun! Do 

a little cleaning, have some fellowship….maybe 

have lunch together!  So what do you think? Are 

you in? Let me know and we will schedule some-

thing …soon!  

Sincerely, 

Karen Deming 

 

 

 

 

Welcome To Our New Custodian! 

We are pleased to announce that we have hired a new  

custodian! Please join me in welcoming Artie Colon 

to our church.  

Take time to introduce yourself if you see Artie 

around the building.  

 

Why we need Easter 

No one is exempt from tragedy or disappointment — 
even God was not exempt. Jesus offered no immuni-
ty, no way out of the unfairness, but rather a 
way through it to the other side. Just as Good Friday 
demolished the instinctive belief that this life is sup-
posed to be fair, Easter Sunday followed with its star-
tling clue to the riddle of the universe. Out of the 
darkness, a bright light shone. …  
 
The cross of Christ may have overcome evil, but it 
did not overcome unfairness. For that, Easter is re-
quired, a bright clue that someday God will restore 
all physical reality to its proper place.  
 
—Philip Yancey, Disappointment With God 



Mission Statement of 

The United Methodist Church: 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world” 

& 

Vision Statement of Auburn UMC: 

“Building our relationship with Christ and 

  with all people” 

Our Services are broadcast on Verizon 31 or Time 

Warner/Spectrum 98 or 12 at 7pm on Wednesdays. 

Newsletter Editor: Kim Thompson   

aumcnewsletter2018@gmail.com  

         “UNITED METHODIST MOMENTS”                                                                                                                            

Pastor:  Rev. Richelle Goff       

Director of Children and Youth Ministries:           

Marie Montgomery                                                                                     

Administrative Assistant: Karen Deming                                                                                     

Church Phone: (315) 253-6295  

Web: www.auburnunitedmethodist.org 

Email: auburnumc99@gmail.com  

DEADLINE for May articles is April 15th 

http://www.auburnunitedmethodist.org/
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