
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     United Methodist Moments   

 

Auburn United Methodist Church                    99 South St.  Auburn, NY 13021 

www.auburnunitedmethodist.org   (315) 253-6295  

Mission: “To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World” 

Vision: “Building Our Relationship with Christ and with All People” 

  

Ash Wednesday/Valentine’s Day 

That’s right. It is the same day this year! When I first realized that these two events 

shared the same day I thought, “Great! Are you serious?” But after a bit of thought I 

wondered if there is a way that the two special days might actually complement one an-

other. 

There are a number of versions of the history of Valentine’s Day. It was named in 

memory of at least one Roman martyr, perhaps three, whose name was Valentine. The 

legend holds that all three of them were martyred on Feb. 14. 

The most noted of them was a bishop who secretly performed marriages for soldiers in opposition to Emperor Clau-

dius II who prohibited his young men from marrying. He felt that his soldiers would serve better without the emo-

tional attachments to a wife and family.  Bishop Valentine became known as the “friend of lovers” because of his 

willingness to join couples in holy matrimony. 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lenten season of preparation for Holy Week and Easter. While it is not 

mentioned in the Bible nor commanded by God, it encourages Christians to examine themselves, repent of their sins 

and be renewed in the forgiveness of sins through the crucified and risen Christ. 

In the typical Ash Wednesday observance, worshippers are invited to receive the imposition of ashes upon their fore-

heads in the shape of a cross. Ashes have long been an outward sign of repentance. And, of course, the cross is a bea-

con of hope for believers through the forgiveness of sins. 

Ash Wednesday dates back to the 8th century. The Lenten season that follows was a time of instruction and prepara-

tion of candidates for Holy Baptism celebrated on the eve of Easter. 

So, can Valentine’s Day, Ash Wednesday and Lent coexist? Is it possible they can even complement one another? At 

first it might seem like a stretch. There is however, one obvious and common denominator: love. 

On Valentine’s Day, we celebrate the love we share in those special relationships with spouses, family and friends. 

Ash Wednesday and Lent point us to the greatest act of love, when Jesus Christ gave up His life on the cross that we 

might be forgiven and live. 

Christ’s victory over sin and death is revealed in the Easter resurrection. 

Whether you choose to celebrate Lent, Ash Wednesday, Valentine’s Day or all three, you can surely celebrate the gift 

of love. You can remember and give thanks to God for the greatest gift of love in God’s Son, Jesus Christ, loving 

others as he loved you. 

    Auburn UMC’s Ash Wednesday Service: 7pm, Sanctuary.   

   All are invited to come to church and worship, reflect and pray.  

    Prayer stations, Ashes and Communion…. 

http://www.auburnunitedmethodist.org


Ecumenical Lenten Lunches 

We are once again pleased to offer the weekly Lenten lunches. It is a time to gather with sisters 

and brothers from other churches, break bread together, and be spiritually nourished. We gather 

each Tuesday during lent at 12. There is a short reflection from an area clergy, prayer and table 

discussion. It is always an enriching experience. 

 Auburn UMC will be providing the soup for the lunch on February 27th! If you are interested 

in helping to make or serve the soup.  

Here is the full schedule of where we will be meeting (rotates) and who is speaking.  

Please consider joining us this year! 

Feb. 20: St. Mary’s Catholic Church with Speaker Deacon Nick Valvo,  

of Sacred Heart/St. Anne Churches  

 

Feb. 27: Sts. Peter  & John Episcopal Church  with Speaker Rev. James Moore,  

Co-Pastor,  from Scipioville Pres. 

 

March 6: St. Mary’s Catholic Church with Speaker Rev. Frank Lioi, Pastor,   

From St. Mary’s& Sts. Mary &  Martha 

 

March 13: Sts. Peter  & John Episcopal Church  with Speaker Rev. Daren Jaime,  

Pastor, from Harriet Tubman African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 

 

March 20: St. Mary’s Catholic Church with Speaker Rev. Richelle Goff,  

   Pastor, from  Auburn United Methodist Church 



 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

            There are some big changes happening in the life of our congregation. In June, Auburn UMC will be receiving a new 

pastor and I will be moving to a new church.  On Sunday, February 4th, I announced that I have accepted an appointment to 

serve Fairport United Methodist Church (suburb of Rochester).  This new appointment will begin July 1st.  I am sensitive that 

this news comes with mixed emotions for all of us (fear, excitement, anxiety, anticipation…).  It will indeed be hard for me, 

Mike, Karis and Zoe to say goodbye to all of you when the time comes.  I thought that it might be helpful to be sure we are all 

on the same page. I would like to briefly explain why this has happened and how you as a church can move forward. 

           The United Methodist Church is considered an appointive denomination. This means that the Bishop matches pastors 

with churches within the boundaries of the annual conference (ours is the Upper New York Annual Conference). Each year the 

Bishop either reappoints a pastor to the congregation where they have been serving or the Bishop appoints the pastor to a new 

congregation. These decisions are made prayerfully, intentionally, and with a great deal of discernment. The Bishop is assisted 

by the District Superintendents. Every annual conference is organized into regional connections called districts (we are in the 

Finger Lakes District), and each district is cared for by a District Superintendent (ours is Rev. Jeffrey McDowell). These super-

intendents meet with the Bishop regularly as they prepare for the new appointive year, which begins on July 1. In December, 

Bishop Webb and the District Superintendents began prayerfully discerning the gifts, graces, and needs of churches whose pas-

tors had shared their retirement or asked to move to a new church for various reasons. The Bishop and the superintendents read 

over the churches’ profiles, completed each year by the church, and prayed for wisdom and discernment. They then lifted up 

names of clergy that they felt had the gifts, graces and needs that would complement each church. These names were prayed 

over many times. Each church is cared for individually, with the full attention of the Bishop and all superintendents. The final 

decision of a clergy and church match is made by consensus. 

   Fairport UMC has been in an intentional time of transition after long pastorate and the cabinet has decided that I have 

the gifts to lead Fairport.  This means that they will now be looking to find a pastor for our church.  During this process our 

District Superintendent will be in conversation with the Leadership Team/SPRC committee on the needs/priorities of the 

church as well as the gifts they would like to see in a new pastor and that will all be taken into account as the cabinet makes 

their decision.   When a pastor has been appointed, he or she will meet with the district superintendent and our Leadership 

Team/SPRC committee for an introduction.  On a Sunday shortly following that meeting, an announcement will be made in 

church as to who your next pastor will be. 

           Some of you have asked if I am alright with this move.  Although it will be hard to say goodbye, and there is still much 

that can be done here in Auburn, I have accepted this appointment and believe it will be a good one for the churches involved 

and for our family.  As a United Methodist pastor, I believe that God works through the appointment process and the work of 

the cabinet.  

In the next few months I plan help you to transition into the leadership of a new pastor.  One practical way prepare for this tran-

sition is to PRAY for the future of this church.  I have seen you act in faith many times, and so I pray and hope that you will 

continue to serve, lead, and worship in this church during this time of transition.  Always remember that you are ultimately 

called to be followers of Jesus Christ; not any particular pastor.  

            I would like to close with a prayer, and you may make this your prayer as well.  God, we thank you for your faithful-

ness, your grace, and your love from the beginning of time until now.  We especially thank you for the time that we have had 

these past 10 years to work in partnership together to make a difference in the name of Jesus Christ.  We ask now that during 

this time of transition, you would help us to trust in you for a hopeful future.  We thank you for this chapter in our lives togeth-

er, and we anticipate with hope the next chapter that will unfold in July.  In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

Blessings,  

Pastor Richelle 

 

 



FLU SEASON and What you need to know? 

With all the sickness and illness going around and we haven't even reached the peak 

of the cold/flu season. We Kindly ask that if you are feeling under the weather or ill. 

We ask that you take time and rest. God will understand and so will we. We love you 

and that you worship with us however we don’t like the sharing of the germs or ill-

ness. On that note; We would like to please ask that during our time of greeting one 

another we ask that either by not shaking hands but you are more than welcome to 

fist/elbow bump, peace sign, thumbs up or even nod with a good morning or just ver-

bally greet each other until the end of flu season.  We ask you to Please use our hand 

sanitizing stations and wash your hands frequently. If you have to stay home due to 

illness or just can’t make it to to church, you may catch our Sunday Worship Service 

on Wednesdays Night at 7pm on Verizon FIOS Channel 31 or Time Warner/Spectrum 

Channel 98 

I will be putting together flu information together, and will set up a board or a station 

to be getting all your information about the flu and what to look for. 

Will also have children’s activities to help the children understand about the flu and 

how not to spread it, and a flu guide for parents as well as information about the 

shots and other items about this years flu season. 

I have included a chart straight from the CDC website. This chart is not to replace 

medical advice or to diagnose yourself but to give you an idea of what it could be.    

You can find more information from the CDC website at www.CDC.gov 



 SUNDAY SERVANTS  

Greeter Rotation  

Week 1 Maddie and Alex  

Week 2 Kathy Pipher  

Week 3 Barb Klem 

Week 4 John and Marie 

 

Nursery Volunteers 

Feb 11   Mary Howard 

Feb 18  Mike Goff 

Feb 25  Sharon 

Mar 4  Marie Montgomery 

Chicken BBQ & Rummage Sale 

Saturday March 24th  11am till SOLD OUT  

Dinners $10.00/ Half Chicken only $8.00 

Proceeds to help cover our Church ministries and general expenses.   

Sign-up board for donations coming soon! 

Questions or to volunteer see 

Bryan or Susan Hull 

 

We are also accepting donations for a basement sale being held with the 

chicken barbecue on March 24th. Please bring them to AUMC, or if you 

need help let Bill Larrabee,or Suzie Morris know!  (315) 406-0529  

Thank you in advance for all your donations! 

Upcoming Events at AUMC 

Pancake Auction  

Don't forget to invite your friends and family 

to the Pancake Auction on Sunday Feb. 25th. 

And about the pancakes? We will have plen-

ty of them to go around! Bring your appetite! 

Wednesday Night Lenten Pot 

Luck Suppers Are Back! 

Wednesday  Feb. 21 – Mar. 21 @ 6 

p.m. Come and enjoy a meal with 

your church family and a short time 

of prayer/devotion! This annual tra-

dition gives us time to strengthen 

church family ties while sampling 

tasty dishes.  Hope to see you 

Feb 14th is Ash Wednesday  

Worship @ 7:00 p.m.  

Whether you choose to celebrate 

Lent, Ash Wednesday, Valentine’s 

Day or all three, you can surely celebrate the gift of 

love. Remember and give thanks to God  for the 

greatest gift of love, his Son Jesus Christ, loving oth-

ers as he loved you. 

 Reconciling Congregation  Committee 

We will be meeting for a fel-

lowship event on  Sunday, 

March 11h in the Lounge 

right after church join us for a 

light lunch. All are Welcome! 

Come and find out more 

about what Reconciling Con-

gregation Team is all about.  



The season of Epiphany is what children and youth have been learning about during this winter session; a season of 

light and new beginnings. 

 Speaking of new beginnings, we started the second half of the Sunday school attendance challenge, which 

will run from January through May 2018. The second half of the challenge is for the children and youth to attend 15 

out of 19 Sunday school classes to be invited to another special event to be announced soon!   

Congratulations to the following who completed the first half of the Attendance Challenge: 

 Preschool Class       3rd-6th Grade 

 Zoe Goff              Nicholas Deming 

   Brayden Frederickson               Ian Wolczyk 

   Mabel Stark                   Madison Frederickson 

 Julia Worden               Christopher Howard 

 Karis Goff                                   

        7th-11th Grade 

 

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 kids and 12 adults went to Falcon Lanes here in Auburn on Saturday, February 3rd to celebrate their accomplish-

ment and a great first half of the Sunday school year.  We had lots of fun, knocked down a bunch of pins and even 

enjoyed some pizza and snacks.  

 The youth group continues to meet and is planning on auctioning themselves off for a special service at this 

month’s pancake auction on Sunday, February 25th following church.  They’re a great group and continue to enjoy 

spending time together learning about their relationship with God, themselves and their group.  I would like to take 

this opportunity to say a huge thank you to Rachel Howard and Maddie Markewich for leading this group.  You’ve 

both been a real blessing to Pastor Richelle, our church, me and the group. 

 

Upcoming Youth Group Meetings: 

 
Saturday, February 10th – 6:30 to 8:00 pm  Saturday, February 24th - 6:30 to 8:00 pm 

Saturday, March 10th - 6:30 to 8:00 pm   Saturday, March 24th - 6:30 to 8:00 pm 

 
Thank you to everyone for your help and cooperation as we’ve worked to provide opportunities for our youth and 

their families to gather together as Christians.  Stay tuned.  Let’s look forward to more activities this winter and 

spring! 

God bless, 

Marie Montgomery,  

Director of Children and Youth Ministries  

Children and Youth Ministries 

Aaron McNabb              

Thomas Deming 

Leah Howard           

Nathaniel English 

Madelyn Markewich 

Rachel Howard 

Josh Winter 

K-2nd Grade 

Kinsley Loveless 

Alexa Fedigan 

Kayla Worden  

Kate Musso 



Dragonfly Quilters 

 

Prayer quilts are available! Please see Kathy Stockmyer for more information 

or with any questions.  Meetings will start back up in March, weather  

permitting and are on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. The 

time may change so stay tuned for details.  

Dragonfly Quilters are also providing a quilt for the church auction and it should be displayed the 

Sunday before the auction. 

As chair of our UMM’s group, I would like extend an invitation to 

ALL the men of our congregation, young and old, to come share 

and enjoy our fellowship. A Men’s Breakfast has been scheduled 

for Saturday, February 17th, 8 – 10 am. We welcome new ideas 

and would be happy to spend time with you in Christian friend-

ship.  In our last meeting we discussed visiting our members who 

are home bound or in hospital to share a moment of prayer.  This practice could be of benefit to 

both the visitor and the visited and we hope to find a way to make this happen soon.  I would 

like to thank all the guys that came to enjoy breakfast and fellowship at our January meeting. 

Please pray for this newly formed Men’s Group that we may continue to grow and develop and 

serve our Lord and Savior.     

Yours in Christ,  

Jim House 

Genesee Elementary School Lunch Program 

Our church will be helping to provide lunches for the school again this 

Winter Break (Tuesday-Friday), February  20-23.  If you are interested 

in helping to serve (cook/serve/clean) in this ministry please contact 

Barbara Loomis @ (315) 406-8717 



BIRTHDAYS  
 
 
 
 
 

January  
1 Marie Montgomery 
2 Kinsley Loveless 
4 Fritz Allen 
4 Nat Edmunds 
4 Alexa Fedigan 
5 Ray Blank 
5 Charlie Cator 
9 Dawson Cogar 
10 Mitchel Hulik 
11 Robert Quigley 
15 Aiden Stockmyer 
15 Drew Earl 
16 Mariah Quigley 
17 Al Loomis 
21 Patricia Lewis 
22 Kylie Lawton 
23 Ryan Quigley 
24 Jack Agne 
25 Natalie Procino 
27 Danielle Loveless 
29 Robert Coleman 
29 Pat Spinelli 

February  
1 Judy MacLachlan 
6 Ruth Schussler 
7 Nathan MacLachlan 
10 Megan Deming 
10 Julia Lawton 
2 Barb Deacon 
12 Barb LoCastro 
12 Barbara Deacon 
14 George Holmes 
17 Jacob Janish 
21 Randy Jr. Jorgensen 
22 Nicole Hulik 
23 Christopher Klaczko 
23 Cynthia Laraway 
24 June Moore 
25 Chelsea Hull 
25 Chelsea Pettigrass 
 

Anniversaries 

January 

23 – Bob & June Moore 

February 

10 Glynn & Linda English 

23 –Don & Betty Weeks 

 

 

 

 

In the Military: Matthew Bracht, Dustin Culver, Ashley Feh-

lman, Christopher Fehlman, Alex Green, Michael Maltese, Jr., Evan 

Parker, Jeffery Schussler, Clifton Thompson,  Mark Walters  

  

Our Homebound:  Betty Dean, Vivian Howland, Adam Hull, 

Dot Lee, Travis Robbins, Mina Salvage, Linda Shepard, Betty Staub, 

Bernice Talcott, Billy Townsend, Pauline Wooden  

  

Persons with Health Concerns: Those who have re-

ceived a Prayer Quilt, Jesse Burris, Marshall Bancroft, Charlie Cator, 

Keith Day, Richard Garr, George, Mary Howard, Betty Green, Levi & 

Jen, Joyce Lombardi, Judy MacLachlan, Bud & Nancy McNeely, Jack 

McNeil, Jack & Dot Miller, Jim Purrington, Ted Tennant,  Mary Kay 

Worth, Wyatt, Varna Lane 

 Please call the office if you would like to add a prayer request. Always 

be sure you have permission to print someone else’s name. 
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 AUMC Events:  

This is the page in our newsletter where you can find out what events AUMC has coming up  

 

 

 

 

 

The PANCAKE AUCTION is taking place on Sunday, February 25th.  

No we are not auctioning off pancakes but we are offering other wonderful goodies! We are 

a diverse congregation full of talented and resourceful people. Plans are being made and donations 

are being sought to insure a fun, yet profitable fund raising event here at AUMC. We already have a 

"Movie" basket, a handmade wallet, "Hair Care" basket, a quilted wall hanging, a lap quilt and 

some Easter decorations for you to bid on. But that is just a start! 

You may ask “how you can help?”, so let me give you some ideas. Do you have a talent that you 

might share? Can you sew, knit, crochet, paint, bake, cook? You might donate an item or a coupon 

for an item you craft or a recipe you prepare. Could you shovel snow, mow a lawn, trim bushes? 

How about driving someone to an appointment, or running an errand? Time is just as valuable as 

items.  Think of something you can add to the auction, write it down and give it to Jeanette Wager 

or contact her at (315)252-8977. Look for donation forms in the bulletin and the Narthex and the 

office. After that, come to the breakfast and see what items there are you might bid on.  

Please, prayerfully consider how you might be part of our auction of time and talents. All profits 

will directly benefit the mission and ministry of this congregation. 

Don't forget to invite your friends and family to the Pancake Auction on Sunday Feb. 25th. And 

about the pancakes? We will have plenty of them to go around! Bring your appetite! 

 

 

 

 

The Olde Tyme Fair News  

October 6, 2018  

Yes! We are already planning! We will be accept-

ing your donations year round. Please Contact 

Karen in the office to make arrangements (315)

253-6295 



Mission Statement of 

The United Methodist Church: 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-

mation of the world” 

& 

Vision Statement of Auburn UMC: 

“Building our relationship with Christ and 

  with all people” 

 

Our Services are broadcast on Verizon 31 or Time 

Warner/Spectrum 98 or 12 at 7pm on Wednesdays. 

         “UNITED METHODIST MOMENTS”                                                                                                                            

Pastor:  Rev. Richelle Goff       

Director of Children and Youth Ministries:  

                  Marie Montgomery                                                                                     

Administrative Assistant: Karen Deming                                                                                     

Church Phone: (315) 253-6295  

Web: www.auburnunitedmethodist.org 

Email: auburnumc99@gmail.com  

DEADLINE for  March  Newsletter 

February  15th  

http://www.auburnunitedmethodist.org/
mailto:auburnumc99@gmail.com

