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Dear AUMC Friends,
I hope and pray that you are all having a fantastic summer! I know that I don’t speak only for myself
when I say it is going too fast!
I’m sure many of you are enjoying a more relaxed pace to our everyday lives. Perhaps you are stopping to smell the roses more and relaxing one way or another. I hope it has been good for your body,
mind, and soul. As many of you know, we started the “Adventures of Flat Jesus” this summer and I
have been receiving/posting pictures of you and Jesus. This has been so much fun and it has been a
good reminder for all of us that wherever we go we are to take Jesus with us! The plan is to have a
slide-show presentation in church on September 10th of all the places Jesus went. You won’t want to
miss that!
We might be having fun and taking time to relax this summer, but God is still on the move…in so
many ways! We have kids who are having life changing experiences at Casowasco this summer. God
is in on the move with our campers and counselors. Praise be to God. We have had (so far) three absolutely beautiful Sundays in a row to worship our amazing God outside in our garden! Praise be to
God. We have had the opportunity to serve our neighbors and help fill their hungry stomachs through
the Summer School Lunch programs again this year. We have 20 missionaries from our church/
community helping as well as partnering with the Food Bank of CNY. What an amazing ministry. Relationships are being formed as well. Thanks be to God. We hired a Director of Children and Youth
Ministries in July! We welcomed Marie Montgomery onto the staff here at AUMC! This was certainly
and answer to prayer (two years of prayers!) Praise be to God. We also had Jeanette Wager say yes to
chairing the Finance Team. How awesome is that? Finally, we will have a Youth Group up and running by the fall! This is amazing and I am thankful for Maddie and Rachel for their willingness to say
yes to helping co-lead the group! Friends, God has been, is, and continues to be on the move here at
AUMC and in our community.

How have you seen God on the move in your own life? Is God calling you to action? How are you listening to what God might have in store for you? Friends, there are still a few more weeks of summer.
Perhaps you could take a little time to reflect on those questions and if you are ready to say yes and go
deeper, come see me! I’d love to help get you moving in the direction God has called you to go.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Richelle

Prayer Page
Persons with Health Concerns: Those who received a prayer
quilt, Marshall Bancroft, Lillian Bellamy, Char-

lie Cator, Keith Day, Richard Carr, George, Betty
Green, Mary Guy, Jim Janish, Vivian Lane, Dot
Lee, Levi & Jen, Joyce Lombardi, Bud & Nancy
McNeely, Jack & Dot Miller, June Moore, Stan
Palmer, Jean Shepardson, Ralph Sinicropi, Crystal Smith, Jane Smolak, Pam Stark, Tim Wunsch,
Wyatt

Our Homebound: Betty Dean, Vivian
Howland, Adam Hull, Shirley Kunkle, Blaine
Moody, Mina Salvage, Linda Shepard, Betty
Staub, Bernice Talcott, Billy Townsend

in the military: Matthew

Bracht, Dustin Culver, Ashley Fehlman, Christopher Fehlman, Shawn
Fehlman, Alex Green, Michael Maltese, Jr., Evan
Parker, Jeffery Schussler, Mark Walters
Condolences to Patty and Nick
Pierleoni and the rest of Lois
Floyd’s family on her passing.

Please keep our Campers in prayer!
7/30-8/4: Ian Wolczyk, Giovanni Pettigrass
8/6-8/9: Charles Losoni, Madison Frederickson
8/13/-8/16: Evan Payne, Kylie Lawton


Safe travels for those on the road



Joys of visiting with family



Restful vacations



Awareness of God’s creation



Camping with friends and family



Hiring a Director of Children and Youth Ministries.



Camping at Casowasco

Lighting Project Update…By the time you read

this, the work on the lighting
project should be complete. It
has been interesting to see the
lift in our sanctuary for the past
few weeks. It takes a brave man
to work so high. We look forward to Mike Deming's
final report and more pictures next month.

1 Carolyn Case

12 Ken Worden

3 Thomas Deming

13 Carly Colvin

4 Nathan Hulik

15 Cody Musso

7 Victoria Shepardson

18 Jodie Fedigan

8 Nancy Kelly

18 Dot Miller

8 Gary Lewis

19 Evelyn Longley

9 Karen Deming

19 Callie Trutschol

9 Josh Janish

19 Lauren Trutschel

10 Lynda Lynch

22 Nora Wright

10 Francis Lynch

22 Pauline Wooden

12 Ginnie Kapusta

30 Elizabeth Green

12 Tom Longley

2 Steve & Mary Howard

16 Jim & Judy Cogar

3 Robb & Christine Bonilla 19 Jim & Mary Kahn
4 Jennifer & Michael
Losani

23 Richard & Amy Bellamy

5 Ed & Cynthia Laraway

27 Richard & Jean Palmer

Know Your Target
Businesses must know their target market. Writers
must know their target audience. And we all make better decisions when we consider the target of our actions.
A college religion teacher set up a cardboard target in
his classroom. “Draw someone who has upset you,” he
instructed. Students sketched ex-boyfriends or girlfriends, coworkers who’d mistreated them, childhood bullies. Each, in turn, then placed their drawing
over the bull’s-eye and took aim with a bow and arrow.
Afterward, the bull’s-eye was riddled with holes. The
students congratulated one another … until the teacher
pulled back the target, revealing Jesus’ scarred, torn
face.
Silence fell as he read: “Truly I tell you, just as you did it
to one of the least of these … you did it to me” (Matthew
25:40, NRSV).
In choosing actions — no matter the human target —
remember who else will be struck by your arrows. Let’s
take aim with love, not hurt.

August Worship - Hymns of
our Faith

7/30 “This is My Father’s World”
8/6 TBA
8/13 “Christ is Alive” Communion Su nday
8/20 “Joyful Joyful” Blessing of Mar r iages Pastor Mary and Wayne Guy will be celebrating
their 50th wedding anniversary on this particular
Sunday and will renew their vows before God and
the AUMC congregation. We will also be offering a
blessing for all those who are married (from 1 year
to 70!)

8/27 “10,000 Reasons” & Sacrament of
Baptism
9/3

“The Church’s One Foundation”

Summer Lay Servant Courses

Basic Lay Servant
Auburn UMC
99 South Street, Auburn, NY 13021
Wednesday, August 16th & Thursday, Aug. 17th from
10 am to 3 pm
Course Facilitator: Pastor Richelle Goff
Text: Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course Participant's Book
(ISBN 978-0-88177- 626-3)
Cost: $10 Bring your own lunch. Snacks and beverages provided.
Advanced course in Heritage
Auburn UMC
99 South Street, Auburn, NY 13021
Wednesday, August 16th & Thursday, Aug. 17th from
10 am to 3 pm
Course Facilitator: Patty Pierleoni
Cost: $10 Bring your own lunch. Snacks and beverages provided.
Advanced Lay Servant Credit
United Methodist Polity
Trumansburg United Methodist Church
80 East Main Street, Trumansburg, NY 14886
Friday, August 18th from 5 pm to 9 pm
Saturday, August 19th from 9 am to 2 pm
Course Facilitators: Pastor Della Ludwig
Text: The Method of our Mission (ISBN
13:9781426767173)
Cost: $20 includes snacks, light lunch, beverages
Advanced Lay Servant Credit - a required course for
Lay Speaker
For more information and a brochure, please contact

I’d like to first take this opportunity to say thank you to
everyone who has introduced
themselves to me and welcomed me as the new Director of Children and Youth ministries. Your words of
encouragement give me hope and faith for the future
growth and success for our ministries.
A very little bit about myself that might give you a little
insight to my passion for this new opportunity. I was
born and raised in a small town in Northern New York
called Canton and went to a wonderful little Methodist
church there. Many of my fondest childhood memories, like many of yours I’m sure, are connected to the
Church; pins for every grade of Sunday School you
completed (I still have mine), a Bible after I finished
2nd grade Sunday School (still have it), Christmas parties and plays, bazars, mother daughter, father/son
banquets, covered dish suppers, confirmation classes,
Vacation Bible School and of course Youth Group.
Church was a safe, loving, joyful environment and certainly part of my support network.
Like so many families today, our family of seven including my mom and Dad, were always on the go. All
of us kids were involved in music lessons, 4-H, sports
and school functions, and of course church. My parents were volunteers or leaders for many of our activities on top of running a dairy farm and even enjoyed
bowling league for many years and the occasional card
party with friends and family. Church was always
where I felt most comfortable; surrounded by people
that all talked and believed the way I did. It provided
a strong and unbreakable foundation for the rest of my
life. Church was central to our family and our strength
and sometimes perseverance connected to our faith.
I’m excited and anxious to get started on this new leg
of my faith journey. I will be very busy over the next
few weeks talking to anyone and everyone I can about
their visions for our children and youth ministries, but
a few key people for sure. I will be working closely
with Pastor Richelle, teachers, children and youth and
their families to develop programming that meets
their needs as well as the church and community’s
needs.
I look forward to meeting those of you I haven’t, and
getting to know those of you I have even better. I’ll
keep you posted on my progress and keep looking for
upcoming information about our programming and
opportunities to participate. Please feel free to contact
me with any comments, questions, concerns or ideas.
Have a wonderful summer and God Bless
Marie Montgomery
60 Prospect St.
Auburn, NY
mariemontgomery.aumc@gmail.com

Outreach
On Friday, August 4th we will
welcome Bikers (bicylists) with
a potluck/BBQ
Pastor Tim (Cornerstone Church, Easton P.A.)
contacted me several months ago about our
church helping with their fundraiser ride. He
shared, “Our church partners with the churches in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and
part of that partnership is our Annual Bike Tour/
fund raiser we’ve done for the past 5 summers. This year we are starting in Saginaw, Michigan and going into Canada toward Niagara Falls,
then on into New York State and back to Pennsylvania. Each evening of our trip we’ve already made
arrangements to stay in churches that are willing
and able to house us. Our arrival would be in the
later afternoon of Friday August 4, 2017 and we’d
be pulling out the following morning between 78am. This year will be our largest team of cyclist
that we’ve traveled with. We are opening it to 40
cyclist and 8 support personnel. Besides the 40
bicycles, we will be traveling with 4 vehicles pulling trailers.
You can see a video of our ride last summer and
read up on the Ministry called: Restoring Hope
Ministries at: www.restoringhopeministries.org.
You can click on the “Bike Tour” link and see the
video of the tour and what RHM is all about. It
has been a huge blessing to us to be in the different churches along the way and to be able to sit
down and share a meal with them.”
If you are interested in meeting the team or helping provide dinner, please see Patti Pierleoni (315246-5230)

Let’s talk about tithing.
I know that is an old fashioned expression. Tithing means giving 10 percent of income to God.
The first time I tithed, I was in a Lenten study
group with Tom Brown. There were two requirements, to get up at 5:30 AM for devotions and to
tithe. Getting up was harder!
So what should I tithe? Gross or net income?
That’s between me and God. I figured net. We
were having financial difficulties at the time. That
was the best I thought I could do. I soon learned
that when I was tithing, it was easy to put my priorities where they belonged. The church was paid
first, everything else fell into place. It was easy to
say we can‘t afford that without feeling guilty.
Most of you know I’m a stickler for that last penny. Remember Ozzie Ostrander? He was counting money at that time. He asked “What’s this
with the odd amount and 42 cents?” That’s ten
percent, Ozzie.
Did I continue to tithe after the study group? Not
then, but I did increase my giving.
If you are considering tithing here are some questions and answers.
What if my partner doesn’t want to tithe?
Most families today have two incomes. Tithe your
own and let him/her decide when he is ready.
But I like to give to other organizations besides
the church.
Your tithe should be to God not to the church.
Most, but not all of my tithe goes to the church. I
pledge what I plan to give to the church. If I can
give more that’s fine or it can go to another purpose. What you give is between you and God. No
one else knows.
10 percent sounds like a lot! Then give a lesser
percent. Figure out what percentage you are
presently giving and increase it one percent.
You’ll be surprised what percentage you are giving now.
We’ve asked you to make a pledge. That way we
can know what money we have coming in when
we prepare our budget. If you don’t make a
pledge no matter how much you give we can’t
plan on it for the budget.
Thanks for listening. Let’s put that word tithe
back in our vocabulary.
Carolyn Case, Financial secretary

The New Olde Tyme Fair
Plans continue for the New Olde Tyme Fair. The
collection of items needed is underway. You can
help make our fair a success by checking the
needs list in the rear entry this summer and purchasing something listed.
The fair will open an hour earlier this year, at 9
a.m., in hopes of catching some of those early
bird shoppers. To accommodate the hour, we are
planning a “To Go” coffee station for those who
need a little wake up caffeine fix.
Our new booth this year is dedicated to kids…
toys, games, baby equipment, and even
gently used kids clothes. W e ar e tr yin g to
collect enough Legos so that we have a place for
kids to play while visiting the booth, which will
be upstairs. We have also decided to move the
book sale to the Narthex this year and create a
Library like setting for the readers. All of our
booth chairmen have been asked to find ways to
update their inventory and try something new.
Do you know any artisans or crafters who might
like to join us at the fair for the day? These
booths will be located in the lounge. Please let
Karen and Vickie know as soon as possible if you
know someone who might be interested.

Here is a list of the booths planned and
their chairpersons:
Apple Pies – Pat Spinelli and Betty Walowsky,
Baked Goods – Harriette Crosby, Books – Barb
Klem, Chicken BBQ- Bryan and Sue Hull, Flea
Market – Bill Larrabee, Grandma’s Attic- Karen Deming, Jewelry/Boutique- Patti Lewis, Kids
Things – Mike Deming, Kitchen- Phyllis Allen
and Patty Pierleoni, Knits and More- Pat Spinelli, Panty/Cheese- Cyndie Seamans, Jeanette
Wager and John Spinelli, Pets- Carolyn Crandall,
Finance- Gary Lewis and Barb LoCastro.

We are still trying to secure someone to manage
the Dining Room and coordinate Holiday Booth.
If your name hasn’t already been listed, please
tell us where you would like to help out. It will
take all of working together to make the day a
success. Questions/ Concerns, or ideas? Please
contact Vickie Shepardson (315-729-0841 or
vjshep@Verizon.net) Karen Deming (315-252239 or karengdeming@gmail.com) ANY TIME!

Work is to begin in August on the new
handicap bathroom for Auburn United
Methodist Church.
In the late spring the Endowment
Committee awarded the AUMC trustees $7200.00 for
the project. Our new handicap bathroom will be located where the existing small bathroom is on the first
floor near the nursery rooms.
Complete Construction will be carrying out the work.
Plumbing will be done by Stillman Imperial Plumbing.
This handicap bathroom will meet all of the required
codes related to this project.
All involved in this project are excited that the church
will now have this bathroom for our church members
(including youth and children), our outside groups that
utilize the church, and our visitors.
This project is a wonderful example of how your established endowments and contributions to the Endowment Fund are put to use.
Watch for the progress.
Victoria J. Shepardson
Chair, Endowment Committee

Leadership Team News
Notes from the Leadership Team…. After two
years of waiting for the right candidate, the members
of the Leadership Team are happy to announce that
Marie Montgomery, an active member of our church,
has accepted the position of Director of Children’s and
Youth Ministries. She has already begun to plan for the
fall, and we look forward to a new and exciting beginning for our children and youth.
At the June meeting, the 2017-2018 church budget was
passed. Construction of the new handicapped bathroom is scheduled to begin on August 7. It should take
about two weeks to complete and, hopefully, will be
ready when the garden services are over.

Sunday Schedule in the Fall
After much prayer and discernment and
placing Christian education as a priority,
we will continue the schedule we had this year.
9am- Sunday school & 10:30am Worship. In the
middle of August, Sunday School registration packets will be sent out.

Mission Statement of
The United Methodist Church:
“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world”

&
Vision Statement of Auburn UMC:
“Building our relationship with Christ and
with all people”
Our Services are broadcast on FiOS 31 or Spectrum 98 or 12 at 7 pm on Wednesdays.
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