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The Epic of Eden – Understanding the Old Testament 
 

John Wesley, founder of the United Methodist Church, famously uttered 
the words, “Let me be a man of one book.”  
 

The Bible is God’s great gift to us. Yet, many of us know so very little of its 
content, especially when we wrestle with the Old Testament. Oh, certainly 
we know the stories of Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Ruth, Esther, and a 
host of others, but our understanding of God’s powerful interaction with 
humanity is often lost in the stories of war, the genealogies, and the 
biblical laws. 
 

A mentor of mine once said, “In the Old Testament, the New lays hidden. 
In the New, the Old is revealed.” While I believed him, I must admit that I 
have struggled with Old Testament for years. 
 

Then, last year, I began a journey, The Epic of Eden, with a small group. 
The five of us were at different points in our lives of faith, and we had 
varying levels of exposure to and understanding of the Old Testament.  
 

As I write to you now, I want to share that my grasp of God’s divine work, 
as evidenced in the teachings of the Old Testament, has gained incredible 
clarity and depth. The others who journeyed with me experienced 
something similar.  Our faith has been deepened, I believe, to a degree 
that few of us expected when we began. 
 

This Fall (Staring September 17th @ 11:00 AM in the Sanctuary) I would like 
to invite you to experience the journey through the Old Testament like 
never before. 
 

There is an accompanying book with 5 daily exercises that will deepen the 
experience and your growth. The class can be done without the book, but I 
encourage you to get it if you are seeking to gain the greatest 
understanding. The Books are $20. An order will be placed by  
September 8th.   Please sign up on the list in the hall. 
 

 May the Power of God Ever Bless You,    

      Pastor Cliff 
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Sept. 9 

Special Olympic Fundraiser 
Page 6 

 
 

Sept. 14 - 15 
UMW Rummage Sale 

Page 3 

 
 

Sept. 16 
Friends with Needs 

Bake Sale 
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Sept. 17 
Baby Bottle Collection 

Page 6 

 
 

Sept. 20 
Mega Kids Kick Off 

Page 3 

 
 

Sept. 24 
In-Gathering 

 
 

Sept. 24 & 27 
Can & Bottle Drive 
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Oct. 29 
October Conference 
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The Pasties are coming! 

Our next pasty sale will be Saturday, 

November 4th!  If you have a standing order 

or would like to be added to our waiting list, 

please contact Barb Casey at 248-634-7472.  

Cost - $5.00 apiece.  Pasty pick-up will be on 

Saturday from 12-4.   

 

 
 

Did you enjoy the brunch on July 30th?  If you 
weren’t there, sorry!  You missed good fellowship 
and an abundance of food.  There was wonderful 
attendance and all seemed to be enjoying 
themselves.  Lots of good comments have been 
shared.  One person suggested another brunch, 
perhaps in February.  A big “thank you” to all 
who made it a success; to those who helped get it 
ready and to those who helped clean up.  Have 
any suggestions?  Let any Worship Committee 
Member know. 

Report on 
July 30th Brunch 

 
 

Returns October 1 – 7th 

     September 14-15 

Better Together? 
 

This is the question Holly Calvary UMC is beginning to explore in a strategic alliance with Davisburg, 
Mount Bethel, and Fenton UMC’s. Part of the core identity of the United Methodist Church is said 
to be its connectional nature. The problem with that claim is that our connection has been 
extremely limited. 
 

Our Superintendent, Rev. John Hice, challenged the churches in our district to explore the ministry 
strengths that we might possess if we were more vitally connected to each other. With that mind, 
the pastors and a few laity from Holly, Davisburg, Mount Bethel, and Fenton UMC’s begin meeting 
and exploring this idea. The goal for the first season of our journey together is to get to know each 
other, recognizing each other’s ministry strengths, passions, gifting, and practices. The ultimate goal 
is to discover what we can do together that we could not accomplish individually, to discover how 
we can bless this region as a united witness if Christ Jesus. 
 

As part of this journey, we will be hosting a combined conference at Holly Calvary on Sunday, 
October 29th at 1:30pm. Save the date. Let’s meet our brothers and sisters in Christ, and begin to 
discover how we truly can be “Better Together.” 
 

      To the Glory of God,  

           Cliff Schroeder 
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 Bring your cowboy hat 

and join us for our Mega Kids fall kickoff 

party on Wednesday, September 20
th
 

from 4:30 -7:00 p.m.!  We will enjoy 

good grub, fun western games and a cool 

craft!  

 
 

Mega Kids  

Fall Kickoff Party! 

 

 
YƛŘǎΩ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
(facilitated by Lisa Lindsay) 

 

Lisa is still in need of a “helper” to fulfill our 
standard for 2-persons per kid’s class.  If you are 
available to help please contact Lisa at  
810-629-5045 or lisalindsay57@comcast.net. 

 
 

Get 2/Get TO 
Jr. High Youth Ministry 6

th
 ï 12

th
 Grade 

(facilitated by John Woolard) 
 
 

 

1, 2, 3, John & Jude 
(facilitated by Marianne Nickels)   

 
The Lucado Life Lessons series, 
by the inspiration author Max 
Lucado, continues to be one of 
the best-selling study guides 
series 

on the market.  Come and be challenged by 
intriguing questions, inspirational stories and 
poignant reflection as you go deeper into God’s 
Word. 

 

Understanding Spiritual Gifts 
(facilitated by Janet Jenks) 

 
This study will take you straight 
to God’s Word to uncover 
answers from the Gift-Giver 
himself.   

Discover what spiritual gifts are, where they come 
from, who has them, how they are received and 
how they work within the church.  Receive a new 
vision for how you can use your God-given gifts to 
bring hope to your home, church and a hurting 
world. 

The Holy Spirit 

(facilitated by Kevin Nickels) 
 

The Holy Spirit is often considered the “3rd” 
person of the Trinity.  Is the Holy Spirit the 3rd 
wheel as often referred to in human 
relationships?   
 

What is the Holy Spirit’s relationship to the 
Trinity?  Is the Holy Spirit less important than the 
Father or the Son?  What do we know about the 
Holy Spirit through our relationship with God?   
 

Come join us for a 7-week study of the Scriptures, 
finding and sharing answers to some frequently 
asked questions about the Holy Spirit and so 
much more.  

 

Coffee Hour Host 
 

Looking for groups, 
committees or classes 

willing to  set up 
Sunday morning  

coffee hour. 
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All Holly Calvary men & friends are invited to come 
to our monthly meeting on Saturday, September 9th 
at 8 AM at Villagers Restaurant in Holly.  We will 
discuss recent activities, purchases, projects and 
other business.  Ideas?  Questions?  Call Ron Pease 
at248-369-8022.   
 

Future meeting dates ς Oct. 7, Nov. 4, Dec. 2 
               

 
 

Holly Methodist Men 
Saturday, September 9th 

(due to Labor Day weekend) 

 

G.I.F.T Circle 
Growing In Faith Together 

 

GIFT Circle will resume on Sunday, September 

17 th  at 12:15 p.m. in the lounge.  All women 

are invited to attend.  We raise money and 

support various ministries inside our church, 

in the community and in the world.  We will 

be discussing our upcoming pasty sale.  
 

     
   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library Corner - by Judy Wood   

Intimacy With the Almighty, Four Spiritual Disciplines for Cultivating Closeness with God by 
Charles R. Swindoll.  Simplicity, silence, solitude and surrender are the four 
disciplines that can greatly deepen your relationship and prayer time with 
God.  The four principals are backed with specific Scripture that can help 
you learn to focus your time and life in ways that will allow you to connect 
and commune with the Lord.  Find simplicity in today³s chaos and be loved 
by an infinite creator.   
  
The Shack by William P. Young.  It was the No. 1 best seller on the New York 
Times Best Seller List from June 2008 · 2010.  The death of a child is 
always tragic, often without words to explain the depth of hurt, lose, anger 
and sometimes guilt.  Take a trip with Mack to the Shack and encounter 
manifestations of the Trinity and how they each have a unique and specific 
relationship with him.  Walk with Mack through his pain as he comes to 
terms with the loss of his daughter towards healing, peace and closure. 
 

5 Ways you can pray for your pastor 

Pray that God will strengthen pastor couples to withstand the overwhelming  
        emotional demands. 
Pray that they put their marriage and family before the church and that they find 
        the time and the means to build into their marriage. 
 
Pray that they face marriage problems head-on and know when to seek help.  
Pray for God’s direction as they lead their church and guide the congregation past obstacles that   
        Satan may place in their path. 
Pray that members of the congregation lovingly extend friendship and support to the couple. 
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An Hour of Prayer  Ministry  
Our prayer focus this month will be for children and adults in school.  “How much 
better to get wisdom than gold, to get insight rather than silver!”  Proverbs 16:16   
We will especially keep in mind and pray for those who find it difficult to learn; for 
whatever reason.  This ministry meets at 11am to noon Tuesdays – praising our Lord, 
praying for concerns and our church family as we are led by the Holy Spirit.  Everyone 
is invited to join this time of prayer.  Call Mary Jane Winohradsky if you have any 
questions at 248-634-3839. 
 

   
    

 
The Prayer Quilters are still creating quilts on 
the third Monday of each month at one o’clock.   
 

   You are invited to join us for stitching in ties, 
fellowship and once in a while, a treat. 
 

   You don’t have to be a seamstress, just be able 
to pin, thread a need and/or make a stitch in 
the quilt. 
 

For ideas or information call Mary Jane at 
248.634.3839  or Julia at 2483.634.9078. 
 

Prayer Quilt Ministry  
3rd Monday of the  Month at 1pm  

  

schedules.  God has blessed us with a beautiful 

summer and the fall looks to be the same.  Doug and 

I would like to see us help the youth group in the 

endeavors to raise some monies.  Easy things first; 

let s save up all those cans and bottles for their drive 

every month and then we will talk at our next 

meeting what we can do to raise some additional 

funds.   Let s get together or a sit around the fire and 

some fresh air.  If the skeeters shoo us in˜.we will 

move inside and play some games.  Come and share 

what has been happening in your busy lives.  

Love in Christ ² Sharri and Douglas  

Get 2/Get TO 
 Jr. High Youth Ministry  

  
Get 2 is about investing in 2 other people.  Are 

other goals are to Get inTo the Word, Get inTo 

acts of service, and Get inTo action; events that 

make for great times to invite first-time friends. 

Our members are committed to serving and 

making God's love known. 
 

Their next returnable can and bottle drive will go 

towards Operation Christmas Child.  Collection 

bins will be in the parking lot Sunday, September 

24
th
 and Wednesday the 27th.     

 
  

 

Hope you all had a nice 

summer and are ready to get 

back in the swing of fall  

Food Pantry 
 

 

In-Gathering 
Sept. 24th 

We served over 25 families in August! 
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FUND RAISERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praises! Recent Blood Drive was a success!   

Mega Kids will receive $370 for the 37 persons who donated/attempted to donate blood on Aug. 15. 

Holly Calvary UMC continues to host blood drives to save Michigan lives. 
Our sponsor is the Michigan-based organization, Michigan Blood.  To out more about them or schedule 

your own appointment visit http://www.miblood.org/,  Call 1-866-MIBLOOD (1- 866 - 642 - 5663)  or 
contact our Holly Calvary gal,  Ellen Pease,  at  248-369-8022.  
If you can’t give blood, then consider being a volunteer at our refreshment table; make a salad, cookies, 
etc.  
Our yearly blood donation totals:  

2015= 60 units, 2016=111units, 2017= 101 units to date with two more blood drives left in 2017. 
Oct. 17 and Dec. 26 both from 2-7 pm. 
This means we are able to save MANY more Michigan lives with wonderful Michigan blood. Thank you 
for caring, donating, and sharing.  Love you all, Ellen Pease (home 248-369-8022 voice only) 
 

  
Holly Calvary UMC will be sponsoring a 
bake sale for Friends with Needs on 
Saturday, September 16th at Holly Foods 
from 10am - 2pm.  Please see Barb Nickels 
if you are willing to help bake some 
delicious goodies. 

Bakers Needed for 
Friends with Needs 

Fundraiser 
 

 

News from 
Jim Diegel 

 

Our hot dog and bake sale is 
set for September 9th for 
Special Olympics.  We need 
lots of baked goods.  Please 
prayerfully consider baking 
something and dropping it off 
to support this worthy cause.  
 

 

Food Pantry Baby Bottle Fundraiser 
 
GIFT Circle is sponsoring a fundraiser for our food pantry.  Please join us by 
taking a baby bottle, filling it with change and bringing it back on  

Sunday, September 17th.  Our food pantry is being used by many in our community that are in need.  
We are also exploring the possibility of collaborating with “Gleaners” and expanding our food 
pantry.  Please pray for guidance and wisdom as we move forward with this project. 
 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

Get 2, has chosen operation Christmas child for their next mission project.   

Please join them in their endeavor to put together shoe boxes filled with 

hygiene and school supplies to bless children in need around the world.  Your 

donations can be put in the Christmas box in the hall. 

http://www.miblood.org/
http://www.miblood.org/


7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
every night in registration, pictures, assembly, crafts, storytelling, games, snacks and 
those group leaders that helped guide the kids to each st ation.  We had several people 

who helped set -up, clean -up and donated money and supplies.  I could not have done it 
without all of you!  Thank you so much!  I have posted pictures on the bulletin board in 

the hallway and there are many on our website, if y ou missed it.   
 

Barbra Nickels  

Childrenôs Ministry Director 
 

Hero Central VBS  

 
A very special thank you to everyone who helped make Hero Central 

VBS a success!  We had over 30 kids each night and they learned how 
they can be heroes for God!  We had seve ral people who  volunteered  

 
ά5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎǊƛǇέ ŦƻǊ ![[ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎΗ 

Our church receives a profit percentage for every gift card purchased. 
 

Need prescriptions? We have shopping cards for, CVS, Rite Aid, Walmart, Kmart, & Walgreens.  
 
Need gas? We have scrip shopping cards for Marathon, Mobil, Speedway, Meijer, Walmart, and Vg’s.  
 
Need groceries? We have scrip shopping cards for VG’s, Walmart, Target and Meijer.  
 
Need a restaurant?   Need clothes?  Need appliances?  Need gift cards? We have what you need! 
 

We have all kinds of scrip (shopping cards) on the hallway table after the 9:30 am service.  
Our volunteer, Ron Pease, will be there to assist you or call him at 248-369-8022 or email him at 
epease3088@gmail.com.  Thank you.  
 
NOTE: Check out our wonderful scrip company at https://www.shopwithscrip.com/     
Find the many participating retailers lists at the bottom of the page. 
 
 
 
Ask Ron, our volunteer, at the scrip table in the hall on Sundays after the 9:30 am worship, call him at 
248-369-8022 or email epease3088@gmail.com.  Thanks! 

 
 

the taco supplies, Marianne Nickels for the cookies, Barb Casey for 

the dessert and clean up, Chrystal Jeremiah for making calls and 

preparing the food, Mary Jane Winohradsky fo r making phone 

calls, Ellen Pease for setting us all up, set-up and clean-up and of 

course, thank you to all those who donated blood!  Michigan 

Blood collected 35 pints!  Mega Kids will receive $380!  

God Bless you all! 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make 

our Michigan Blood, Mega Kid s fu ndraiser 

a success! 

Thank you to the UM Menõs Club for  

https://www.shopwithscrip.com/
mailto:epease3088@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          

1 2 

3 
Holy Communion 
Firm Foundation Worship 
Service 

9:30 AM 

4 
Labor Day 
A.A. Steps 1-2-3 

10:00 AM 

5 
A.A. - Came to 
Believe 

10:00 AM 
An Hour of Prayer 
Ministry 

11:00 AM -
 12:00 PM 

6 
A.A. - 12 Steps & 12 
Traditions 

10:00 AM 
Wednesday Worship 

6:30 PM - 7:15 PM 

7 
Stephen Ministry 

10:00 AM 

A.A. - G.O.D Big 
Book 

10:00 AM 

Get 2 Get To 

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

8 9 
Holly Methodist Men's 
breakfast meeting 

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 
Special Olympics Bake Sale 

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

10 
Grandparents Day 
Firm Foundation Worship 
Service 

9:30 AM 

11 
A.A. Steps 1-2-3 

10:00 AM 

Faith Pathways 

6:30 PM 

Trustees 

7:00 PM 

Worship Committee 

7:30 PM 

12 
A.A. - Came to 
Believe 

10:00 AM 

An Hour of Prayer 
Ministry 

11:00 AM -
 12:00 PM 

13 
UMW Rummage Sale Set Up 
A.A. - 12 Steps & 12 
Traditions 

10:00 AM 

Wednesday Worship 

6:30 PM - 7:15 PM 

14 
UMW Rummage 
Sale 
A.A. - G.O.D Big 
Book 

10:00 AM 

Get 2 Get To 

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

15 
UMW Rummage Sale 

16 
Friends with Needs Bake 
Sale 

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

17 
Constitution and Citizenship 
Day 
Newsletter articles due. 
Firm Foundation Worship 
Service 

9:30 AM 

G.I.F.T. Circle (Growing In 
Faith Together) 

12:15 PM 

18 
A.A. Steps 1-2-3 

10:00 AM 
Prayer Quilt Ministry 

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

SPRC 

7:00 PM 

19 
A.A. - Came to 
Believe 

10:00 AM 
An Hour of Prayer 
Ministry 

11:00 AM -
 12:00 PM 

20 
A.A. - 12 Steps & 12 
Traditions 

10:00 AM 
MEGA Kids 

4:30 PM - 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Worship 

6:30 PM - 7:15 PM 

21 
A.A. - G.O.D Big 
Book 

10:00 AM 
Get 2 Get To 

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM 
Praise Team 
Rehearsal 

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

22 
First Day of Fall 
(September Equinox) 

23 
MVIT 

9:00 AM 
Young Adult Night 

7:00 PM 

24 
In-Gathering Sunday 
Returnable Bottle and Can 
Drive Fundraiser 
Firm Foundation Worship 
Service 

9:30 AM 

25 
A.A. Steps 1-2-3 

10:00 AM 
Stewardship 
Committee 

7:00 PM 

26 
A.A. - Came to 
Believe 

10:00 AM 
An Hour of Prayer 
Ministry 

11:00 AM -
 12:00 PM 

27 
Returnable Bottle and Can 
Drive Fundraiser 
A.A. - 12 Steps & 12 
Traditions 

10:00 AM 

MEGA Kids 

4:30 PM - 7:00 PM 

Wednesday Worship 

6:30 PM - 7:15 PM 

28 
A.A. - G.O.D Big 
Book 

10:00 AM 
Get 2 Get To 

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

29 
Birthday Party 

5:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

30 

      
  
 

      

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
  

 Heather Swantek 21 Dawn Rogers 

  22 Thomas Falkner III,  Harmony Walz 

8 Zachary Schroeder   

9 Janet Jenks 24 Curley & Jamie Grant 

10 Laurie Steeh 26 Ron Brown 

11 Linda Blair 27 Curley Grant, Jack & Carolyn Gmelich 

12 Jeff & Sandy Smith 28 Becca Ray 

15 Amie Woolard 30 Bill Kuyk, Elijah Schroeder, Cecil & Nancy 
Parsons 

19 Jim & Sharron Reid   
 


