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As we approach February at 1st Presbyterian, we con�nue to adjust our on- 
campus services and online presence to meet the needs of our congrega�on.  
The demands of the beginning of 2021 will be a lot like those of the later 
part of 2020.  We will con�nue to socially distance for the near future, un�l 
scien�fic metrics tell us the danger is largely past.  That may take some �me. 
 
 There is joy and hope to be found in our worship at 1st, whether it be 
live or virtual.  We live in a �me of challenges, but also of great possibili�es.  
When all seems lost or in turmoil, we might want to look to the past for 
examples of Chris�ans who found themselves in crises. 
 
 When the Vandals were rampaging through the city or Rome and later through Roman North Africa (in the 
400's AD), they came to the city of Hippo, where St. Augus�ne was in his last days.  A contemporary of Augus�ne, St. 
Jerome, fled to the caves to hide, but Augus�ne began wri�ng.  The result was The City of God, in which Augus�ne 
reminded the Chris�ans that we are ci�zens of a Holy City in the Kingdom of God, and that our sovereign is none other 
than Jesus Christ. 
 
 As Christ's subjects, we have to remember what that means, pu�ng Christ first, especially as we con�nue to 
adjust to the elec�on and its a�ermath.  That means that Jesus cuts through all the barriers that we erect around our 
wonderful church building and ourselves.  We can shut out those who disagree with us.  Poor.  Rich.  Various colors and 
hues.  We do that not because we have to, but because it somehow makes us feel safe and secure to keep the Other at 
bay.  In fact, it would be even more temp�ng to do that in a �me like ours.  Circle the wagons.  Ba�en down the 
hatches.  Secure the barricades. 
 
 But then we remember what Fred Craddock once said: If you are poor and exclude prosperous people because 
you think they're smart, or if you're prosperous and exclude the poor – you might have a right to do that, but it's not 
church. 
 
 As always, we will put King Jesus 1st at 1st Presbyterian.  Maybe by our example we can inspire others to do the 
same. 
 

Pastor Paul 
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 Deacon Spotlight 

 February Anniversaries    February Birthdays 

FEBRUARY 16, 2021 
Room 17 
10:00 am 

 
We will have a special mee�ng this month.  We are calling it our Friendship Mee�ng.  I would like for everyone to 
bring a friend to the mee�ng.  Male or Female, it doesn’t ma�er.  We will have light finger food, devo�ons, and who 
knows what else.  We want to spread the love, so bring a friend with you. 
 
Renee 

4. Don and Carol Adamavich 

14. Harold and Judy Kitching 

  

2. Nancy Lockhart, Renee Lovell 
3. Ruth Walter 
4. Jim Mokma 
5. Bill Heinle 
7. Jose Salazar 
8. Roberta Doerges 
9. DeeLane Heinle, Gene Irvin 
10. Harold Lovell 
11. Gary Ellis 
17. Sandra Rugg 
24.  Donita Godwin 

Next Newsle�er Deadline:   

February 15 

Please submit typewri�en ar�cles to the church office or to 

fpccasagrande@gmail.com. 

 
  Ron and Jan Poe 

  Parish Ric—Sl 
 
Like so many members of First Presbyterian, Ron and Jan were born and raised 
elsewhere—Ron hailing from Minnesota and Jan from Oregon, where they originally 
met.  A�er “re�ring” from posi�ons in the dental profession, they purchased, 
rebuilt, and managed an RV park near Lake Havasu—a place in which all five of their 
children were involved.  Years later, they sold that park, resumed work in the dental 
profession in Presco� for a few years, and then once again “took to the road” 
working for Kampgrounds of America while visi�ng nearly every state.  More RV-
related work involved managing travel clubs and planning conven�ons, rallies, and 
caravans before they finally se�led in Sun City as managers of a resort community.  
Ron and Jan eventually re�red and moved to Casa Grande, but they s�ll travel in the 
summer and o�en work in various RV parks along the way.  They also spend �me 
visi�ng with their 15 grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren.  Ron’s hobbies are 
fixing things, ATV riding, traveling in the motorhome, and singing.  Jan also loves to 
travel and ride, as well as sewing and quil�ng. 

 Women’s Ministry 



 Church History 
Rev Curry Hardin Love 1925-1939 

 

Curry Harden Love was born near New Florence, Pennsylvania in 1869.  He was the son 
of James Love and Rachel Menoher. He graduated from Marie�a College in Ohio and 
Pi�sburg Theological Seminary. His first wife was Barbara Bella Musser. To this union, 
two daughters were born. Erma Musser Love was born in 1904 and died of typhoid 
fever in 1914.  Janet Belle Love was born in 1917. A�er a short pastorate in 
Pennsylvania, he came to Arizona in 1902. He was pastor 
of First Presbyterian Church of Cli�on un�l 1921. In 1917, 
he took a leave of absence to work with the YMCA in 
Texas to support the war effort. When he returned to 
Cli�on, he discovered the congrega�on was building a 
new church building.  They contracted with J.L. 
Westerman of El Paso to build the church. Westerman 
es�mated he would finish the job in five months. The new 

building would be constructed with granite stone covered 
with stucco. The church measured 52 by 70 feet, with a main floor and basement. The 
main floor consisted of a 33 by 33 feet auditorium. The basement contained two classrooms, a large dining room, a 
kitchen, furniture room, pantry, storage room, and a room for organ machinery. Contractor Westerman kept to his 
schedule and, by January of 1919, Pastor Curry H. Love was preparing for a housewarming in the new building. Love 
noted that the centrally located church building would have all the "modern conveniences” such as classrooms and 
social rooms heated with hot water. The formal dedica�on of the church took place on Easter Sunday in 1920. The 
Reverend George Logie of Phoenix, described by a contemporary as "the greatest preacher in the southwest," 
officiated at the impressive dedica�on service. Reverend Love did not stay long to enjoy the new building. In 
December of 1920, his wife died, leaving him with a three-year old daughter to raise. By September of 1921, with 
Cli�on hard hit by the decline in copper prices, Rev. Love decided that a change was in order. A�er twenty years of 
service to the oldest church congrega�on in Cli�on, Rev. Love le� for Oregon.  From 1921 to 1924, he was the pastor 
of a Presbyterian church in Pilot Rock, Oregon. He came back to Arizona to work in the Sunday School Associa�on in 
Tucson. On September 6, 1925, Curry H. Love was installed as the new pastor of First Presbyterian Church and ushered 
in a new era of stability for the church. On Christmas Day 1925, Curry Love was married to Miss Mary Rebecca Hood of 
Johnstown, PA in a ceremony in Tucson performed by Rev. Dr. B. Wrenn Webb. 
Immediately a�er the ceremony, they returned to reside in the Presbyterian manse. 
Curry Mabon Love was born February 11, 1927. For the next 14 years, Rev. Love served 
the church through good �mes and bad. He held the first worship service in the new 
“Rock” church when it was completed in 1928. Through the years of the Great 
Depression, his leadership held the church together financially while keeping 
membership steady. He was well respected in the community and helped organize a 
community chest to assist those who were out of work and in need of food and clothing 
during the Great Depression. 

 

(Con�nued  on page 4) 

                  Rev. Curry Love First Presbyterian 
Church of Cli�on 

 

First Presbyterian Church of 
Casa Grande 

 



(Con�nued from Page 3) 
 
He published Sunday School lessons in the CG Dispatch and held countless funeral services over the years. He was also 
a charter member of the Casa Grande Lions Club, and a Past Master of Pinal Lodge, No. 30 F. & A. M. The Rev. Mr. Love 
was one of the first to promote the Mont Lure conference grounds at Greer for the use of young people of the 
Presbyterian Church.  
 
Casa Grande Dispatch May 27, 1938 
 
Indians To Honor Noted Missionary 
 
Charles H. Cook Monument to Be Dedicated Sunday 
 
Memorial services commemora�ng the 100th anniversary of the birth of Dr. Charles H. Cook and the dedica�on of a 
monument to the memory of the pioneer missionary to the Pima Indians will be conducted at Sacaton Sunday. The 
Services will be conducted at the Sacaton Presbyterian church at 2:30 pm and will be followed by the dedica�on of the 
monument at the site of the first Pima day school, two miles west of Sacaton, which Dr. Cook built and where he 
taught in 1871. Dr. Cook le� Chicago, where he was working with Dwight L. Moody in September 1870, for Sacaton.  He 
traveled by rail as far as the railroad went, then by stage, and some of the way on foot. It took him four months to 
reach Sacaton where he arrived December 23, 1870 with Rev. S. A. Albrecht. 
 
The story of his work at Sacaton, when the west was young and the Indians not quite so docile, was the story of the 
Evangelical church. He will be assisted by Rev. Curry H. Love of the Presbyterian church and the pastors of other 
churches. The custom of previous years was rota�ng, which will be told in part by Dr. George Logie of Phoenix who 
knew Dr. Cook well. Cook worked in Sacaton and brought many of the Pimas and Maricopas to Chris�anity, building 
churches in many Indian villages. It is one of the outstanding pieces of work done by our denomina�on any place in this 
country. Three years before Dr. Cook le�, Dirk Lay took up the work and carried it on �ll 1937. 
 
Dr. Cook's daughters from Des Moines and Sacramento will be at Sacaton Sunday.  Loudspeakers are to be installed so 
that the many hundreds who will a�end will be well able to hear whether they are in the church or standing on the 
outside unable to get in. Sixteen Indian choirs will be in a�endance from the villages where Dr. Cook worked in former 
days. 
 
Because of a rule of the Presbyterian Church at the �me, he had to resign as pastor of the church when he turned 70 
years old. So, on April 11, 1939, the pastoral rela�onship between Curry Love and First Presbyterian Church was 
dissolved. Mr. and Mrs. Love acquired the Williams property in the fig farm tract and engaged in ranching and he was 
also available for supply ministry for churches in the vicinity. He contributed ar�cles for the Casa Grande Dispatch. He 
also con�nued as the manager of the Mont Lure camp. Curry Love died at the family home Tuesday morning, August 8, 
1944, at age 75. Funeral services were held the following Thursday a�ernoon at 2:30 at the Presbyterian Church and 
interment was in the Masonic Plot in Mountain View Cemetery.  The Rev Richard C. Palmer officiated. The Rev SB 
Hannah of Florence and the Rev Robert Sco� Calder joined in the service.  



Missions 
Mentoring Spotlight 

 
Our group of mentors remained as friends to our families throughout 2020, even in the face of the pandemic.  As 
�me passed, several of the kids in a couple families relocated to other communi�es and even to a different state.  
We had one of “our kids” graduate from High School as valedictorian.  Another will be receiving her AA from CAC in 
May and plans on a�ending NAU to become a PA. 
 
A few of us have especially been involved with a local family, headed by our dear, late grandpa and the mul�ple 
grandchildren which were in his court ordered care.  We were involved in driving him to appointments, spending 
�me talking with him, and par�cipa�ng with him in many Bible study groups.  Many family members are stepping 
forward and responding amazingly.  Some are even beginning to a�end church, bringing all the children along, 
saying “I told Dad that I would.” 
 
We all an�cipate con�nuing to be involved with our families throughout 2021.  As one of our mentors stated, “I lost 
one friend, but am finding others who welcome help and friendship.” 
 
Camilla Claeys, Judy Kitching, Linda Losik, Kathy Narney, and Peter Vogel 

Thank you to everyone who par�cipated in our 
3rd annual 5K walk / run on Saturday, January 9, 
2021. 94 runners/walkers joined us on a chilly 
morning enjoying being outside! It was a great 
way towards feeling normal again. (That’s Ruby) 
 
Our Annual dinner will be quite different in 2021. 
Our theme this year is “Choose Love.” It will be a 
redesigned event this year with our “dinner in a 
box.” A maximum of 200 �ckets will be available, 
so don’t delay in purchasing them. What is inside 
the box? For $50 you will receive a $25 gi� 
cer�ficate to Crea�ve Café (yum). In addi�on, 
you get a scratcher �cket with a 1 in 10 chance 
to win one of 20 prizes valued at $50 or more. 
There will also be some other goodies in the box 
including some of Sandy’s famous candy. A bound 7 x 7 report will highlight our par�cipants, volunteers, and how we 
coped with the Virus in providing our ministries in 2020. Tickets are on sale now. Boxes will be available the week of 
February 8 thru the 11. What a great idea for Valen�ne’s day on the 14! 
 
For more informa�on on these events or on any of our ministries, follow us on Facebook, our website 
www.seedso�opeaz.com, or call our office at 836-6335. 
 
Blessings to All, 
Mark  

 Seeds of Hope 





February 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 
10:30 Prayer 
Group 

2 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones’s 
Montessori 
9:00 Staff Mee�ng 
 
 
 
3:30 Worship 
Team 

3 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones’s 
Montessori 
10:00   Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
2:00 Praise Band 

4 
 
6:45 AA 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
8:00 Walking 
Group 

5 
 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 

6 
 
6:45 AA 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

7 
 
9:00 Worship 
10:00 
Congrega�onal 
Mee�ng 
10:30 Worship 
 
 

8 
 
10:30 Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 
 
4:00 Missions 
Team 

9 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones’s 
Montessori 
9:00 Staff Mee�ng 
10:30 Faith 
Alliance 

10 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones’s 
Montessori 
10:00   Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
2:00 Praise Band 

11 
 
6:45 AA 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
8:00 Walking 
Group 
 
4:30 Deacons 
6:30 Book Club 

12 
 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
6:45 AA 
7:30 Traffic School 
8:30 Montlure 
Board 
 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

14 
 
9:00 Worship 
10:30Worship 
 
 

15 
 
10:30 Prayer 
Group 

16 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones’s 
Montessori 
9:00 Staff Mee�ng 

17 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones’s 
Montessori 
10:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
2:00 Praise Band 

18 
 
6:45 AA 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
8:00 Walking 
Group 
 
 
3:00 Session 

19 
 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 
 
 

20 
 
6:45 AA 
8:00 Eye Openers 
Business Mee�ng 
9:30 Kairos 
 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

21 
 
9:00 Worship 
10:30 Worship  

22 
 
10:30 Prayer 
Group 

23 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones’s 
Montessori 
9:00 Staff Mee�ng 

24 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones’s 
Montessori 
10:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
2:00 Praise Band 

25 
 
6:45 AA 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
8:00 Walking 
Group 

26 
 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 

27 
 
6:45   AA 
7:30 Traffic School 
8:00 POW WOW 
 
 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

28 
 
9:00 Worship 
10:30 Worship 

     
 

 



Ministry Connec�on 
 

Ministers:  Whole Congrega�on 
 
Pastor   Rev. Paul Elgin 
Associate Pastor  Bill Heinle, CRE 
Bell Choir           Susan Quintanar 
Chancel Choir   June Graber 
Custodian   Harold Lovell 
Grace Groups   Carol Adamavich 
    Linda Irvin 
Memorial Commi�ee  Marcey Honodel 
Men’s Ministry  Rev. Paul Elgin 
Nursery A�endants  Jasmin Diaz 
    Alison Gomez  
Office Manager  Heather McNu� 
Organist/Pianist  Richard Hurley 
Seeds of Hope  Mark Vanderheyden 
Sexton   Pete Vogel 
Special Events Coord.  Renee Lovell 
Stephen Ministry  Bill Heinle 
Women’s Bible Study  Donita Godwin 
Women’s Ministry  Renee Lovell 

Phone:  (520) 836-5981 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 

7:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
(closed for lunch 12:30-1:30) 

E-mail:  fpccasagrande@gmail.com 
      pastorcgf@gmail.com 

www.firstpresbyteriancasagrande.com 
 h�ps://www.facebook.com/

firstpresbyterianCG 

How To Reach Us 

Session 
 

Eric Bertness (Finance)                 ericbertness@hotmail.com 
Travis Bo� (Proper�es)                                                tlbaz@yahoo.com 
Vicki Cooper (Missions)     vcooper9@centurylink.net 
Ronny Douglass (Personnel)              rwdouglass@cox.net 
Jean Gomez (Chris�an Educa�on)          gojean22@yahoo.com 
Lester Hehr (Finance)                   lmhehr@msn.com 
Denny Honodel (Finance)     denmar1455@yahoo.com 
Marge Jantz (Congrega�onal Life)        margejantz@gmail.com 
Jim Morphew (Missions)       jmorph1996@gmail.com 
James Picke� (Proper�es)       jamesp2305@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer: Gary Ellis 
Clerk of Session: Kay Svedjan 
 
 

Deacon Parish Assignments 
 

Be�y Silguero                                                   A-Bo 
Anne Collis                   Bou-Cla 
Janell Heinle         Cle-El 
Karen Morphew      Et-Gra 
Pam Walton                                            Gre-Hog 
Cathleen Rafferty (Awareness)                    Hol-K 
Sandy Morin                                  L-Man 
Dick & Barb Bradley                                Mar-Ol 
Mary Jane Nichols                  Or-Rem 
Ron & Jan Poe                                    Ric-Sl 
Barb Hogse�          Sm-T 
John & Marlene Grentzer (Guest Services)                      V-Z 

Vision Statement: 
Belong to God and to each other 

Believe God’s word 
Be more like Christ 

Build a be�er community 

The church office is 

closed on Fridays. 


